
Israel strikes south 
Lebanon after warnings
• Nabatieh largely 
emptied of residents

• Hezbollah claims 
drone attacks

• Ceasefire remains 
largely ignored

AFP | Beirut

Lebanon reported Israeli 
strikes on the country’s 
south yesterday as the 

Israeli army issued evacuation 
warnings for more than 20 lo-
cations including the city of Na-
batieh ahead of raids there.

The state-run National News 
Agency (NNA) said Israeli air-
strikes hit several areas covered 
by the warning, including the 
villages of Rihan and Sujud, lo-
cated not far from Nabatieh, and 
other areas not mentioned in the 
evacuation notice.

It said an Israeli strike killed a 
local official in Rihan, located in 
the southern region of Jezzine.

An AFP correspondent in Na-
batieh said the city was almost 
deserted, and also reported artil-
lery shelling there and in nearby 
areas overnight and yesterday.

A day earlier, the NNA reported 
explosions and artillery shelling 
near the Ali Taher hills overlook-
ing the city.

The Israeli army warned res-
idents in 24 locations, both in 
and around Nabatieh and nearer 
to the coast, to “evacuate your 
homes immediately and move to 
the north of the Zahrani River,” 
around 45 kilometers (28 miles) 
from the southern border with 
Israel.

Last month it declared all ar-
eas south of the river “combat 
zones,” and has been heavily 
striking the area.

Israel’s military also said its 
air force yesterday “intercepted 
a suspicious aerial target that 
crossed from Lebanon into Is-
raeli territory.”

Hezbollah, which has kept up 

attacks on Israeli troops who 
have invaded south Lebanon, 
said its fighters launched drone 
attacks on Israeli military vehi-
cles in the south.

Israel and Hezbollah have 
been at war since early March 
when the Iran-backed group 
drew Lebanon into the Middle 
East conflict with rocket fire at 
Israel to avenge the killing of 
Iran’s supreme leader in US-Is-
raeli strikes.

Iran insists that Lebanon must 
be part of any agreement to end 
the wider Middle East war, and a 
senior US official said Friday that 
a peace deal with Iran “includes 
Lebanon.”

‘Test’ 
Neither Israel nor Hezbollah 

have respected a ceasefire an-
nounced in April, and a condi-
tional truce deal announced this 
month after a fourth round of 
direct Lebanese-Israeli negoti-
ations in Washington has also 
failed to halt the fighting.

Lebanon says Israel’s mas-
sive campaign of airstrikes and 

ground invasion have killed more 
than 3,700 people.

Hezbollah has rejected the 
direct talks and the conditional 
agreement, which requires it to 
cease attacks but makes no men-
tion of Israel doing so or with-
drawing troops from Lebanon.

Lebanon’s leaders have instead 
accused Tehran of treating the 
country as a “bargaining chip.”

Hezbollah lawmaker Ali 
Fayyad yesterday urged Lebanon 
to take advantage of any deal to 
end the Iran war that includes 
the country.

“We want the Lebanese state 
to negotiate for itself, and no-
body is suggesting forfeiting this 
role,” Fayyad said, “however, the 
state must abandon the policy of 
being crushed in the face of the 
Israelis and submission to the 
Americans.”

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun said in a statement on X 
yesterday that Lebanon faces “a 
fateful test.”

“Either its people unite around 
a sovereign state that monopo-
lizes weapons, upholds the law 
and protects citizens irrespec-
tive of their affiliation or posi-
tion, or it remains hostage to the 
logic of militias,” the statement  
said.

Further Israel-Lebanon talks 
are scheduled for later this 
month.

SOME CAUSE HAPPINESS 
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If I were ever abduct-
ed by Aliens, the first 

thing I’d ask is whether 
they came from a planet 
where people also deny 
science.

@neiltyson

Canada and France 
share history, values, 

and increasingly, the same 
interests.

@MarkJCarney

Spoke to US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio this 

evening. I reiterated In-
dia’s strong protest at the 
attacks by the US Navy in 
the Gulf that killed three 
Indian mariners. Such le-
thal actions against com-
mercial shipping are not 
justified.

@DrSJaishankar

On 16th and 17th June 
I will be in Evian to 

participate in the G7 Sum-
mit. I will be interacting 
with various world lead-
ers and discussing a wide 
range of subjects. India 
will always focus on giv-
ing voice to the aspira-
tions of the Global South. 
@G7

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R

Cohesion strengthens 
Bahraini resolve

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

In February, the initial spark of conflict brought an im-
mediate wave of anxiety, shifting public focus heavily 
toward personal safety and individual survival. The sud-

den unpredictability of global and regional tensions triggered 
a visceral reaction, where families prioritized immediate 
security, economic stability, and basic readiness. Conversa-
tions were dominated by fear of the unknown, and the col-
lective mood was fragile, reactive, and intensely localized. 
Today, that initial panic has transformed into a resilient, deeply 
nationalistic vision. The public meter has shifted from indi-
vidual vulnerability to a collective determination to protect 
the nation as a unified whole. This evolution in public opinion 
acts as a protective shield, reinforcing the rightness of national 
policies and strategic decisions. 

Instead of asking how to survive as individuals, citizens are 
now actively engaged in understanding how to strengthen na-
tional security, support defense measures, and secure long-term 
sovereignty. Public solidarity has become a vital asset, validat-
ing state actions and projecting an image of internal cohesion 

to the outside world. 
Central to this emotion-
al and strategic shift is 
the calm, unwavering 
focus of Bahrain’s lead-
ership. By maintaining 
a steady and clear di-
rection, the leadership 
has effectively neutral-
ized public panic and 
replaced it with a cal-
culated, structured re-
solve. This reassuring 
guidance has made the 
populace significantly 
less worried about the 
way forward. Citizens 
no longer view the fu-
ture through a lens 
of crisis, but rather 
through a perspective of 
strategic management 
and national duty.

Ultimately, the past 
months have revealed 
a much stronger, sur-
er, and more mature 
Bahrain. The nation 
has successfully transi-

tioned from a state of shock to a state of sustained readiness. By 
aligning public opinion with national defense goals, Bahrain has 
built an intellectual and emotional fortress that complements 
its physical security, ensuring the country moves forward with 
confidence, unity, and absolute clarity..

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief 
of The Daily Tribune and the President of the Arab-African 
Unity Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and Counter-
terrorism)
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1381 1645 1777 1982
Richard II in England meets leaders 
of the Peasants’ Revolt on Blackheath. 
The Tower of London is stormed by 
rebels who enter without resistance

Battle of Naseby, Leicestershire: 
Parliament’s New Model Army under Oliver 
Cromwell and Thomas Fairfax defeats the 
Royalist forces of English King Charles I

US Continental Congress 
adopts the Stars & Stripes flag, 
designed by Francis Hopkinson, 
replacing the Grand Union flag

Argentina surrenders 
to the United Kingdom, 
ending the 74-day 
Falklands Islands conflict

US-Iran deal could be finalised 
soon, mediator Pakistan says

US down multiple Iranian attack drones over Strait of Hormuz

• Pakistan reports 
major diplomatic 
progress

• Deal potentially 
near completion

• Signing timeline 
remains uncertain

AFP | Tehran

The United States and Iran 
could finalise an agree-
ment to end the Middle 

East war within as little as 24 
hours, mediator Pakistan said 
yesterday, after both sides ex-
pressed optimism about the 
chances of concluding a deal.

The apparent momentum came 
in spite of new skirmishes in the 
Strait of Hormuz, which has been 
at the centre of the months-long 
war that has roiled the region and 
the global economy.

Weeks of negotiations on a 
long-term peace agreement fol-
lowing an April 8 truce have so 
far been fruitless, with US Pres-
ident Donald Trump repeatedly 
insisting a deal was near only for 
the wrangling to drag on.

“We are closer to a peace deal 
than ever before,” Pakistani 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif, whose country has played a 
crucial role in peace talks, wrote 
on X.

“With finalisation likely ex-
pected in the next 24 hours, Pa-
kistan is preparing for the elec-
tronic signing of the peace deal 
immediately after, followed by 
technical level talks next week.”

The schedule for the signing 
remains to be seen, however.

A Pakistani foreign ministry 
statement said it was planned 
for Sunday, while Iranian for-
eign ministry spokesman Esmaeil 
Baqaei yesterday said it was yet 
to be determined, “although it 
will not be tomorrow”.

He nonetheless added: “The 
possibility of this happening in 
the coming days cannot be ruled 
out.”

Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi had likewise said on Friday 
that the deal could be signed 
“in the coming days”, while a 
senior US official had put their 
confidence in finally reach-
ing an agreement at “80 to 85  
percent”.

However, the warring parties 

have released conflicting infor-
mation about the contents of the 
deal, as each seeks to show it 
emerged from the war with the 
upper hand.

 Hormuz drones 
Among other things, Tehran 

has insisted on its right to enrich 
uranium and maintain control 
over the Strait of Hormuz, both 
of which appear to be sharply at 
odds with Washington’s long-
standing red lines.

The strait is a key maritime 
trade route carrying oil and gas 
from the Gulf to markets world-
wide, and Tehran has blockaded 
the waterway since the outbreak 
of the war.

It has insisted vessels obtain 
permission from its armed forces 
before transiting, and has estab-
lished a new body to oversee and 
collect tolls in the strait.

The US has responded with its 
own blockade of Iranian ports 
in an attempt to choke off the 
country’s energy exports.

Earlier yesterday, the United 
States said it downed multiple 
Iranian drones over the strait.

The US military’s Central Com-
mand posted on X that Iran had 
“launched multiple one-way 
attack drones in an attempt to 
strike commercial ships transit-
ing the Strait”.

It added that “US forces have 
downed all of them in recent 

hours”.

 Diverging terms 
Trump on Friday denied that 

the peace deal favoured Tehran 
after Iranian media outlets pub-
lished a purported breakdown 
that clashed with Washington’s 
description.

The reports, Trump said in a 
social media post, “have NOTH-
ING to do with the terms that 
were agreed to, in writing”.

Araghchi provided some de-
tails on the deal in an interview 
with state television, saying it 
called for the lifting of the US 
naval blockade and unspecified 
changes to the administration of 
the Strait of Hormuz.

He also said the only way to 
deal with Iran’s enriched urani-
um “is to dilute it inside Iran”.

Trump, who has justified the 
war as necessary to prevent Iran 
from obtaining nuclear weapons, 
had previously said the US would 
take control of the uranium.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel -- which 
launched the war in tandem with 
the US in February -- said Trump 
had promised him any agreement 
would include the removal of 
Tehran’s enriched nuclear ma-
terial.

Iran has long insisted its nucle-
ar programme is peaceful.

Trooping the Colour marks King’s official birthday
TDT | Agencies

Crowds have gathered for the 
annual Trooping the Colour 

to mark King Charles III’s offi-
cial birthday.

The parade set off from 
Buckingham Palace, with King 
Charles and Queen Camilla 
making their way in a carriage 
along The Mall to Horseguard’s 
Parade.

As royal colonels, the Prince 
of Wales, the Princess Royal and 
the Duke of Edinburgh rode on 
horseback, while other attend-
ees included the Princess of 
Wales and her three children 
while the Duchess of Edinburgh 
travelled by carriage.

The celebrations culminat-
ed with a Red Arrows flypast, 
watched by the Royal Family from 
the balcony at Buckingham Pal-
ace.Cooper has also issued a tem-
porary block on Trump’s demand 
to close the Kennedy Center for 
two years of renovations, which 
was due to start in July.

24
hours is the timeframe 
Pakistan said a US-Iran 

peace deal could be 
finalised after weeks of 
fruitless negotiations

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (R) shaking hands with Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi before their meeting 
in Tehran (file photo)

The Israeli military 
officially ordered 

residents to flee 45 
kilometers away 

to the north of the 
Zahrani River, having 

recently designated all 
territory south of that 
waterway as an active 

combat zone

KNOW WHAT

Five killed in India military transport plane crash
AFP | New Delhi

Five Indian air force per-
sonnel were killed when a 

military plane crashed while 
landing at a base in the coun-
try’s remote northeast yes-
terday, the military said in a  
statement.

“The Indian Air Force deeply 
regrets the loss of five personnel 
in the An-32 accident at Jor-
hat,” a city in Assam state, the air 
force said in a statement.

It did not say how many peo-
ple were on board at the time, 
or whether there were any sur-
vivors.

However, an air force official 
said the co-pilot had survived.

News channel NDTV broad-
cast images of the crash site, 

showing a thick black plume of 
smoke and the aircraft appar-
ently broken into pieces.

The air force said it “extends 

its deepest condolences to the 
bereaved families and stands 
firmly with them in this hour 
of grief.”

It said earlier that the Rus-
sian-made Antonov An-32 was 
on a “routine sortie” when it 
crashed as it came in to land.

“A court of inquiry is being 
constituted, to ascertain the 
cause of the accident,” the air 
force said.

The An-32, a twin-engine tur-
boprop, is specially designed to 
perform well at high altitudes 
and in extreme climates.

The Indian air force operates 
about 100 of them for military 
supplies and civilian aid in the 
country’s remotest mountain 
areas.

The last major crash involving 
the plane occurred in 2019 in 
Arunachal Pradesh state, near 
the border with China, when 13 
people were killed.

Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted the southern Lebanese city of Nabatieh

Emergency responders inspect the wreckage of the aircraft

Newly minted trillionaire Musk 
under fire over Belfast riots
AFP | Washington

Elon Musk, newly crowned 
the world’s first trillion-

aire, faced renewed criticism 
Friday over anti-immigrant 
riots in Belfast after research-
ers said violent narratives 
he amplified on his plat-
form X amassed millions of  
views.

Clashes broke out in the 
Northern Irish capital after a 
brutal knife attack on Monday, 
with police charging a Suda-
nese national named Hadi Al-
odid with attempted murder.

Musk amplified calls for 
protest across Britain from an-

ti-immigration activist Tommy 
Robinson and wrote to his 240 
million followers on X: “Only 
by protesting REPEATEDLY 
and LOUDLY will there be any 
change.”

He also boosted anti-immi-
gration posts and messages 
from Rupert Lowe, leader of 
the fringe hard-right party 
Restore Britain, extending his 
reach to millions of users on 
the platform.

Instead of asking 
how to survive 
as individuals, 

citizens are now 
actively engaged 
in understanding 

how to strengthen 
national security, 
support defense 

measures, and 
secure long-term 

sovereignty


