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Badi VII, king of Sennar, surrenders his 
throne and realm to Ismail Pasha, general 
of the Ottoman Empire, bringing the 300 
year old Sudanese kingdom to an end

 Auschwitz concentration camp 
opens in Nazi controlled Poland with 
Polish POWs (approx. 3 million would 

die within its walls)

 Estonia loses 11,000 inhabitants as a 
consequence of mass deportations into 
Siberia

Argentina surrenders 
to Great Britain, 

ending the 74-day 
Falklands Islands 

conflict
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I’m very pleased to 
announce that @G7 

leaders have pledged 
over 1 billion doses to the 
world’s poorest coun-
tries – another big step 
towards vaccinating the 
world. This weekend the 
@G7 came together. And 
together we are building 
back better, greener and 
fairer from the pandem-
ic.

@BorisJohnson

Today we introduced 
new privacy protec-

tions to help users have 
more transparency and 
control over what hap-
pens with their informa-
tion.

@tim_cook

Our top priority must 
be to tackle the cli-

mate crisis, or all our oth-
er efforts will be in vain. I 
thanked the #G7 today for 
their net zero emissions 
commitments & asked for 
the #ClimateAction lead-
ership the world needs to 
build a safe & sustainable 
future for all. #G7UK

@antonioguterres

Participated in the @
G7 Summit session 

on Health.  Thanked 
partners for the sup-
port during the recent 
COVID-19 wave. India 
supports global action 
to prevent future pan-
demics. “One Earth, One 
Health” is our message to 
humanity

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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+2,889

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 272,491 15,582 200,273 56,636

Saudi 
Arabia

465,797 +1,017 7,572 +19 448,093 10,132

UAE 597,986 +1,969 1,726 +2 577,234 19,026

Kuwait 326,451 1,817 308,829 15,805

Oman 234,634 +1,482 2,513 +24 210,952 21,169

Qatar 219,730 +117 577 +1 216,944 2,209

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,316,178 614,972

2 India 29,485,374 371,271

3 Brazil 17,376,998 486,358

4 France 5,737,810 110,407

5 Turkey 5,325,435 48,668

6 Russia 5,208,687 126,430

7 UK 4,558,494 127,896

8 Italy 4,244,872 127,002

9 Argentina 4,111,147 85,075

10 Spain 3,733,600 80,501

11 Colombia 3,724,705 95,192

12 Germany 3,722,606 90,456

13 Iran 3,028,717 82,098

14 Poland 2,877,469 74,573

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Thousands of Spaniards 
protested in Madrid on 
Sunday against government 
plans to pardon 12 Catalan 
politicians who were convicted over 
the region’s failed independence bid 
in 2017, a move the demonstrators see 
as a threat to national unity. Spain’s 
Deputy Prime Minister Carmen Calvo 
gave the clearest indication yet that the 
pardons of the Catalan separatists were 
“close” in an interview published on Sunday 
with La Vanguardia newspaper, but the issue 
has bitterly divided Spaniards. Around 63% 
of Spaniards oppose granting the pardons 
while some 25% backed it and about 6% 
were indifferent, according to a poll published on Sunday for niusdiario.es, an 
online newspaper.

u At least 12 people were killed and nearly 140 others 
injured when a gas line 
exploded in a residential 
compound in central 
China’s Hubei province 
yesterday, local officials 
said. Rescue workers are 

uncertain how many people may still be trapped under the debris, according to 
a statement from the disaster management bureau in the city of Shiyan. Videos 
shot by witnesses and verified by Beijing News show several buildings reduced to 
rubble and rescuers carrying shocked survivors on stretchers.

u Saudi Arabia will bar people from entering its shopping 
malls 
unless they 
have been 
vaccinated 
against 
COVID-19, state 
TV reported on Sunday, citing a decision by the 
trade ministry that will come into effect on Aug. 1. “Having received at least one 
vaccine shot will be a condition for entering commercial facilities,” the ministry 
said. Saudi Arabia has administered 15.7 million vaccine doses so far, enough to 
have inoculated 23% of the population, according to the Reuters COVID-19 tracker.

u Jordan’s military court will start the trial next week of a 
former royal court chief and a minor royal on 
charges of agitating to destabilise the monarchy, 
state media said yesterday. Prosecutors last week 
referred to court the case of Bassem Awadallah, 
an ex-royal court chief and finance minister who 
played a big role in the drive to liberalise Jordan’s 
economy, and Sherif Hassan Zaid, a distant relative 

of King Abdullah. They were arrested in early April 
when former heir to the throne Prince Hamza was 
placed under house arrest over allegations that 
he had liaised with foreign parties over a plot to 

destabilise Jordan, a close U.S. ally in the Middle East. Proceedings against Prince 
Hamza, who along with Awadallah had been under investigation for some time, 
were later dropped after he pledged allegiance to King Abdullah.

Gas blast 
in China kills 
12, rescue 
operation 

Saudi 
shopping malls 
open only to 
vaccinated people 

from August

Jordan ex-
royal court chief 

faces trial

Thousands 
protest against 
Spain’s possible 
pardons for jailed 

Catalan leaders

2017
In 2017, a bloody military 
campaign in Myanmar’s 
west sent some 740,000 

Rohingya fleeing 
across the border into 
Bangladesh carrying 

accounts of rape, mass 
killings and arson.

Ransomware is malware 
that employs encryption to 
hold a victim’s information 
at ransom. A user or organi-
zation’s critical data is en-

crypted so that they cannot 
access files, databases, or 
applications. A ransom is 

then demanded to provide 
access.
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Netanyahu’s rule ends
New Israeli government wins majority vote

• Parliament convened 
at 4 p.m. (1300 GMT) to 
approve the government 
in a confidence vote

• Palestinians are 
unmoved by the change 
of administration, saying 
Bennett will likely pursue 
the same right-wing 
agenda as Netanyahu

•  Netanyahu, 71, 
the most dominant 
Israeli politician 
of his generation, 
pledged he would soon 
return to power

• Under a coalition 
deal, Bennett will be 
replaced as prime 
minister by centrist 
Yair Lapid, 57, in 2023.

Reuters 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s 12-
year run as Israel’s prime 
minister ended yesterday 

with parliament approving a new 
“government of change” led by 
nationalist Naftali Bennett.

Heading into opposition, Ne-
tanyahu, 71, the most dominant 

Israeli politician of his generation, 
pledged he would soon return to 
power.

In a raucous session in which 
Netanyahu’s right-wing and ul-
tra-Orthodox supporters shouted 
“shame” and “liar” at Bennett, 
parliament voted confidence in 
his new administration by a razor 
thin 60-59 majority.

A former defence minister and 
a high-tech millionaire, Bennett, 
49, was due to be sworn in shortly 
after the vote.

His alliance includes for the 
first time in Israel’s history a par-
ty that represents its 21% Arab 

minority.
With little in common except 

for a desire to end the Netanya-
hu era and political impasse that 
led to four inconclusive elec-
tions in two years, the coalition 
of left-wing, centrist, right-wing 
and Arab parties is likely to be  
fragile.

Israel’s longest-serving leader, 
Netanyahu was prime minister 
since 2009, after a first term from 
1996 to 1999. But he was weak-
ened by his repeated failure to 
clinch victory in the polls since 
2019 and by an ongoing corrup-
tion trial, in which he has denied 

any wrongdoing.
Under a coalition deal, Bennett 

will be replaced as prime minister 
by centrist Yair Lapid, 57, in 2023.

The new government, formed 
after an inconclusive March 23 
election, plans largely to avoid 
sweeping moves on hot-but-
ton international issues such 
as policy toward the Palestin-
ians, and to focus on domestic  
reforms.

Palestinians were unmoved by 
the change of administration, pre-
dicting that Bennett would pursue 
the same right-wing agenda as 
Netanyahu.

Party leaders of the proposed new coalition government, including United Arab List party leader Mansour Abbas, Labour party 
leader Merav Michaeli, Blue and White party leader Benny Gantz, Yesh Atid leader Yair Lapid, Yamina party leader Naftali 
Bennett, New Hope party leader Gideon Saar, Yisrael Beitenu party leader Avigdor Lieberman and Meretz party leader Nitzan 
Horowitz pose for a picture at the Knesset, Israel’s parliament, before the start of a special session to approve and swear-in the 
coalition government, in Jerusalem

G7 calls out China, demands 
COVID origins investigation
• China pointedly 
cautioned G7 leaders 
that the days when 
“small” groups of 
countries decided 
the fate of the world 
was long gone.

Reuters 

Group of Seven leaders yes-
terday scolded China over 

human rights in Xinjiang, called 
for Hong Kong to keep a high 
degree of autonomy and de-
manded a full and thorough 
investigation of the origins of 
the novel coronavirus in China.

After discussing how to come 
up with a unified position on 
China, leaders issued a highly 
critical final communique that 
delved into what are for Chi-
na some of the most sensitive 
issues, including also Taiwan.

The re-emergence of China 
as a leading global power is con-

sidered to be one of the most 
significant geopolitical events 
of recent times, alongside the 
1991 fall of the Soviet Union 
that ended the Cold War.

China’s rise has also unnerved 
the United States: President Joe 
Biden casts China as the main 
strategic competitor and has 
vowed to confront China’s “eco-
nomic abuses” and push back 
against human rights violations.

“We will promote our values, 
including by calling on China 
to respect human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, espe-
cially in relation to Xinjiang 
and those rights, freedoms and 

high degree of autonomy for 
Hong Kong enshrined in the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration,” 
the G7 said.

“We also call for a timely, 
transparent, expert-led, and 
science-based WHO-convened 
Phase 2 COVID-19 Origins study 
including, as recommended by 
the experts’ report, in China,” 
the G7 said.

Before the G7 criticism 
emerged, China pointedly cau-
tioned G7 leaders that the days 
when “small” groups of coun-
tries decided the fate of the 
world was long gone.

The G7 also said they un-
derscored “the importance 
of peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait, and encour-
age the peaceful resolution of 
cross-Strait issues.”

“We remain seriously con-
cerned about the situation in 
the East and South China Seas 
and strongly oppose any unilat-
eral attempts to change the sta-
tus quo and increase tensions,” 
they said.

Russia would accept conditional 
handover of cyber criminals to US
Reuters 

President Vladimir Putin has 
said Russia would be ready 

to hand over cyber criminals to 
the United States if Washing-
ton did the same for Moscow 
and the two powers reached an 
agreement to that effect.

Putin made the comments in 
an interview aired in excerpts 
on state television on Sunday 
ahead of a June 16 summit with 
US President Joe Biden in Ge-
neva. Ties between the powers 
are badly strained over an array 
of issues.

The Russian leader said he 
expected the Geneva meeting to 
help establish bilateral dialogue 
and revive personal contacts, 
adding that important issues for 
the two men included strategic 
stability, Libya and Syria, and 
the environment.

Putin also praised Biden for 
having shown “professional-
ism” when the United States 
and Russia agreed this year to 
extend the New START nuclear 
arms control treaty.

The White House has said 
Biden will bring up ransom-
ware attacks emanating from 
Russia at the meeting. That 
issue is in the spotlight after 

a cyber attack disrupted the 
North American and Austral-
ian operations of meatpacker 
JBS USA.

A Russia-linked hacking 
group was behind that attack, 
a US source familiar with the 
matter said last week.

Asked if Russia would be 
prepared to find and prosecute 
cyber criminals, Putin said 
Russia’s behaviour here would 
depend on formal agreements 
being reached by Moscow and 
Washington.

Both sides would have to 
commit to the same obligations, 
he said.

“If we agree to extradite 

criminals, then of course Rus-
sia will do that, we will do that, 
but only if the other side, in this 
case the United States, agrees 
to the same and will extradite 
the criminals in question to the 
Russian Federation,” he said.

“The question of cyber secu-
rity is one of the most important 
at the moment because turning 
all kinds of systems off can lead 
to really difficult consequenc-
es,” he said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
attends a session of the St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum (SPIEF) 
in Saint Petersburg

Two thirds of eligible people in 
Dubai fully COVID vaccinated

Reuters 

About two-thirds of peo-
ple eligible for inocula-

tion against COVID-19 have 
now received two doses of the 
vaccine in Dubai, the tourist 
and business hub of the United 
Arab Emirates, Dubai Health 
Authority (DHA) said.

Dubai is the most populous 
of the seven emirates that 
make up the UAE and has one 
of the world’s busiest airports.

For six months the UAE 
has been running one of the 
world’s fastest vaccination 
campaigns against COVID-19, 
initially using a vaccine devel-
oped by the China National 
Pharmaceutical Group (Sino-
pharm) and then adding the 
Pfizer/BioNTech and Astra-
Zeneca shots and Russia’s 
Sputnik V.

DHA deputy director general 
Alawi Alsheikh Ali told Dubai 
Television late on Saturday 

that 83% of people aged over 
16 - or about 2.3 million people 
- had now received at least one 
dose of a vaccine and that 64% 
had received two doses in the 
emirate.

The UAE recently said nearly 
85% of its total eligible pop-
ulation had received at least 
one dose of a vaccine, without 
saying how many people had 
had both doses.

The UAE, which does not 
break down the number of cas-
es by emirate, has seen a rise 
in the number of infections in 
the past month. It recorded 
2,281 new cases on Saturday, 
bringing the total so far to 
around 596,000 cases. Daily 
cases peaked at almost 4,000 
a day in early February.

DHA said 90% of the COV-
ID-19 patients admitted to 
intensive care units in Dubai 
hospitals were unvaccinated, 
without specifying when that 
statistic was recorded.

A man receives a dose of a vaccine against the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), in Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Myanmar’s anti-junta movement shows viral support for Rohingya
AFP | Yangon

Anti-junta protesters flooded 
Myanmar’s social media with 

pictures of themselves wearing 
black Sunday in a show of soli-
darity for the Rohingya, a minor-
ity group that is among the most 
persecuted in the country.

Since the military ousted civil-
ian leader Aung San Suu Kyi from 
power in a February 1 coup, an 
anti-junta movement demanding 
a return to democracy has grown 
to include fighting for ethnic mi-
nority rights.

The mostly Muslim Rohingya 
-- long viewed as interlopers from 
Bangladesh by many in Myanmar 
-- have for decades been denied 
citizenship, rights, access to ser-
vices and freedom of movement.

Activists and civilians took to 

social media on Sunday to post 
pictures of themselves wearing 
black and flashing a three-fin-

ger salute of resistance, in posts 
tagged “#Black4Rohingya”.

“Justice must (be) served for 

each of you and each of us in My-
anmar,” said prominent rights 
activist Thinzar Shunlei Yi on 

Twitter.
Local media also showed a 

small protest in Myanmar’s com-
mercial hub Yangon, with black-
clad demonstrators holding signs 
in Burmese that said they were 
“protesting for the oppressed Ro-
hingya”.By afternoon, the #Black-
4Rohingya hashtag was trending 

on Twitter in Myanmar, with 
more than 180,000 mentions.

Sunday’s show of support 
from the mostly Buddhist, eth-
nic Bamar-majority population 
is a far cry from previous years, 
when even using the term “Ro-
hingya” was a lightning rod for 
controversy.

The Myanmar public was 
largely unsympathetic to the 
Rohingya’s plight, while activ-
ists and journalists reporting on 
the issues faced vitriolic abuse  
online. 

Prominent Europe-based Ro-
hingya activist Ro Nay San Lwin 
told AFP the online campaign is 
a yearly effort to raise aware-
ness -- but Sunday was “the first 
time” he had seen it go viral in  
Myanmar.

Myanmar has been rocked by mass protest since the military ousted civilian leader Aung Sang Suu Kyi in February

Drought-hit Jordan to build Red Sea desalination plant
AFP | Amman

Jordan said yesterday it plans 
to build a Red Sea desalination 

plant operating within five years, 
to provide the mostly-desert and 
drought-hit kingdom with critical 
drinking water.

The cost of the project is es-
timated at “around $1 billion”, 
ministry of water and irrigation 
spokesman Omar Salameh told 
AFP, adding that the plant would 
be built in the Gulf of Aqaba, in 
southern Jordan.

The plant is expected to pro-
duce 250-300 million cubic me-
ters of potable water per year, 
and should be ready for opera-
tion in 2025 or 2026, Salameh  
said.

“It will cover the need for 
drinking water (in Jordan) for 
the next two centuries,” he said, 
adding that the desalinated wa-
ter would be piped from Aqaba 
on the Red Sea to the rest of the  
country.

Jordan is one of the world’s 

most water-deficient countries 
and experts say the country, home 
to 10 million people, is now in 
the grip of one of the most severe 
droughts in its history.

Last month Salameh told AFP 
that Jordan needs about 1.3 billion 
cubic metres of water per year.

But the quantities available are 
around 850 to 900 million cubic 
metres, with the shortfall “due 
to low rainfall, global warming, 
population growth and successive 
refugee inflows”, he said.Jordan is facing one of the most severe droughts in its history

Swiss set to reject synthetic pesticide ban
AFP | Geneva 

Switzerland seemed on course 
yesterday to reject proposals 

to make it the first European 
country to ban synthetic pesti-
cides following a campaign that 
saw the idyllic image of peaceful 
Swiss Alpine pastures ruptured 
by fiery debates.

Polling stations closed at mid-
day (1000 GMT) and market re-
searchers GFS Bern projected 
that 61 percent of voters had 
followed the government’s ad-

vice and said no to the publical-
ly-proposed initiatives.

Meanwhile GFS Bern said 61 % 
also seem set to have approved a 

Covid-19 law that would extend 
government powers to fight the 
pandemic and mitigate its con-
sequences on society and the 
economy. 

The pollsters predicted that 
57 % had approved contro-
versial sweeping new police 
powers to combat terrorism, 
despite warnings from the 
United Nations and Amnesty  
International.

The results are expected to be 
known by the end of day.


