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throne and realm to Ismail Pasha, general opens in Nazi controlled Poland with
of the Ottoman Empire, bringing the 300 Polish POWs (approx. 3 million would
year old Sudanese kingdom to an end

1940
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Estonia loses 11,000 inhabitants as a
consequence of mass deportations into

Siberia
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ending the 74-day
Falklands Islands
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nt wins majority vote

n government, including United Arab List party leader Mansour Abbas, Labour party

y leader Benny Gantz, Yesh Atid leader Yair Lapid, Yamina party leader Naftali
ar, Yisrael Beitenu party leader Avigdor Lieberman and Meretz party leader Nitzan
Israel’s parliament, before the start of a special session to approve and swear-in the

minority.

With little in common except
for a desire to end the Netanya-
hu era and political impasse that
led to four inconclusive elec-
tions in two years, the coalition
of left-wing, centrist, right-wing
and Arab parties is likely to be
fragile.

Israel’s longest-serving leader,
Netanyahu was prime minister
since 2009, after a first term from
1996 to 1999. But he was weak-
ened by his repeated failure to
clinch victory in the polls since
2019 and by an ongoing corrup-
tion trial, in which he has denied

any wrongdoing,.

Under a coalition deal, Bennett
will be replaced as prime minister
by centrist Yair Lapid, 57, in 2023.

The new government, formed
after an inconclusive March 23
election, plans largely to avoid
sweeping moves on hot-but-
ton international issues such
as policy toward the Palestin-
ians, and to focus on domestic
reforms.

Palestinians were unmoved by
the change of administration, pre-
dicting that Bennett would pursue
the same right-wing agenda as
Netanyahu.

support for Rohingya

2017

In 2017, a bloody military
campaign in Myanmar’s
west sent some 740,000
Rohingya fleeing
across the border into
Bangladesh carrying
accounts of rape, mass
killings and arson.

Twitter.

Local media also showed a
small protest in Myanmar’s com-
mercial hub Yangon, with black-
clad demonstrators holding signs
in Burmese that said they were
“protesting for the oppressed Ro-
hingya”.By afternoon, the #Black-
4Rohingya hashtag was trending

on Twitter in Myanmar, with
more than 180,000 mentions.

Sunday’s show of support
from the mostly Buddhist, eth-
nic Bamar-majority population
is a far cry from previous years,
when even using the term “Ro-
hingya” was a lightning rod for
controversy.

The Myanmar public was
largely unsympathetic to the
Rohingya’s plight, while activ-
ists and journalists reporting on
the issues faced vitriolic abuse
online.

Prominent Europe-based Ro-
hingya activist Ro Nay San Lwin
told AFP the online campaign is
a yearly effort to raise aware-
ness -- but Sunday was “the first
time” he had seen it go viral in
Myanmar.

G7 calls out China, demands
COVID origins investigation

China pointedly
cautioned G7 leaders
that the days when
“small” groups of
countries decided
the fate of the world
was long gone.

Reuters

roup of Seven leaders yes-
terday scolded China over
human rights in Xinjiang, called
for Hong Kong to keep a high
degree of autonomy and de-
manded a full and thorough
investigation of the origins of
the novel coronavirus in China.
After discussing how to come
up with a unified position on
China, leaders issued a highly
critical final communique that
delved into what are for Chi-
na some of the most sensitive
issues, including also Taiwan.
The re-emergence of China
as aleading global power is con-

sidered to be one of the most
significant geopolitical events
of recent times, alongside the
1991 fall of the Soviet Union
that ended the Cold War.
China’s rise has also unnerved
the United States: President Joe
Biden casts China as the main
strategic competitor and has
vowed to confront China’s “eco-
nomic abuses” and push back
against human rights violations.
“We will promote our values,
including by calling on China
to respect human rights and
fundamental freedoms, espe-
cially in relation to Xinjiang
and those rights, freedoms and

high degree of autonomy for
Hong Kong enshrined in the
Sino-British Joint Declaration,”
the G7 said.

“We also call for a timely,
transparent, expert-led, and
science-based WHO-convened
Phase 2 COVID-19 Origins study
including, as recommended by
the experts’ report, in China,”
the G7 said.

Before the G7 criticism
emerged, China pointedly cau-
tioned G7 leaders that the days
when “small” groups of coun-
tries decided the fate of the
world was long gone.

The G7 also said they un-
derscored “the importance
of peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait, and encour-
age the peaceful resolution of
cross-Strait issues.”

“We remain seriously con-
cerned about the situation in
the East and South China Seas
and strongly oppose any unilat-
eral attempts to change the sta-
tus quo and increase tensions,”
they said.

Russia would accept conditional
handover of cyber criminals to US

Reuters

P resident Vladimir Putin has
said Russia would be ready
to hand over cyber criminals to

the United States if Washing- |

ton did the same for Moscow
and the two powers reached an
agreement to that effect.

Putin made the comments in
an interview aired in excerpts
on state television on Sunday
ahead of a June 16 summit with
US President Joe Biden in Ge-
neva. Ties between the powers
are badly strained over an array
of issues.

The Russian leader said he
expected the Geneva meeting to
help establish bilateral dialogue
and revive personal contacts,
adding that important issues for
the two men included strategic
stability, Libya and Syria, and
the environment.

Putin also praised Biden for
having shown “professional-
ism” when the United States
and Russia agreed this year to
extend the New START nuclear
arms control treaty.

The White House has said
Biden will bring up ransom-
ware attacks emanating from
Russia at the meeting. That
issue is in the spotlight after

Russian President Vladimir Putin
attends a session of the St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum (SPIEF)
in Saint Petershurg

a cyber attack disrupted the
North American and Austral-
ian operations of meatpacker
JBS USA.

A Russia-linked hacking
group was behind that attack,
a US source familiar with the
matter said last week.

Asked if Russia would be
prepared to find and prosecute
cyber criminals, Putin said
Russia’s behaviour here would
depend on formal agreements
being reached by Moscow and
Washington.

Both sides would have to
commit to the same obligations,
he said.

“If we agree to extradite
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Ransomware is malware
that employs encryption to
hold a victim’s information
at ransom. A user or organi-
zation’s critical data is en-
crypted so that they cannot

access files, databases, or
applications. A ransom is
then demanded to provide
access.

criminals, then of course Rus-
sia will do that, we will do that,
but only if the other side, in this
case the United States, agrees
to the same and will extradite
the criminals in question to the
Russian Federation,” he said.

“The question of cyber secu-
rity is one of the most important
at the moment because turning
all kinds of systems off can lead
to really difficult consequenc-
es,” he said.

ation plant

most water-deficient countries
and experts say the country, home
to 10 million people, is now in
the grip of one of the most severe
droughts in its history.

Last month Salameh told AFP
that Jordan needs about 1.3 billion
cubic metres of water per year.

But the quantities available are
around 850 to 900 million cubic
metres, with the shortfall “due
to low rainfall, global warming,
population growth and successive
refugee inflows”, he said.

Swiss set to

AFP | Geneva

witzerland seemed on course
yesterday to reject proposals
to make it the first European
country to ban synthetic pesti-
cides following a campaign that
saw the idyllic image of peaceful
Swiss Alpine pastures ruptured
by fiery debates.
Polling stations closed at mid-
day (1000 GMT) and market re-
searchers GFS Bern projected

that 61 percent of voters had vice and said no to the publical-
followed the government’s ad- ly-proposed initiatives.

Meanwhile GFS Bern said 61 %
also seem set to have approved a

reject synthetic pesticide ban

Covid-19 law that would extend
government powers to fight the
pandemic and mitigate its con-

§ sequences on society and the

economy.

The pollsters predicted that
57 % had approved contro-
versial sweeping new police
powers to combat terrorism,
despite warnings from the
United Nations and Amnesty
International.

The results are expected to be
known by the end of day.
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articipated in the @
G7 Summit session
on Health. Thanked
partners for the sup-
port during the recent
COVID-19 wave. India
supports global action
to prevent future pan-
demics. “One Earth, One
Health” is our message to
humanity
@narendramodi

ur top priority must
be to tackle the cli-
mate crisis, or all our oth-
er efforts will be in vain. I
thanked the #G7 today for
their net zero emissions
commitments & asked for
the #ClimateAction lead-
ership the world needs to
build a safe & sustainable
future for all. #G7UK
@antonioguterres

'm very pleased to
announce that @G7
leaders have pledged
over 1billion doses to the
world’s poorest coun-
tries - another big step
towards vaccinating the
world. This weekend the
@G?7 came together. And
together we are building
back better, greener and
fairer from the pandem-
ic.
@BorisJohnson

Today we introduced
new privacy protec-
tions to help users have
more transparency and
control over what hap-
pens with their informa-
tion.

@tim_cook
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