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Digital government success
Bahrain hailed for strengthening cooperation and exchange  

of experiences with Arab countries

• iGA holds virtual 
Regional eGovernment 
Experts workshop

TDT | Manama

Ba h r a i n ’s  e f f o r t s  t o 
strengthen cooperation 
and exchange of experi-

ences with Arab countries in 
the field of e-government was 
praised by speakers and partic-
ipants during a regional work-
shop.

A virtual Regional eGovern-
ment Experts workshop was 
held to provide vital inputs to 
improve eGovernment Devel-
opment Indicators for the up-
coming United Nations eGov-
ernment Survey Report 2022, a 
globally recognised index and 
benchmark on the development 
of eGovernment.

The workshop, organised un-
der the patronage of iGA Chief 
Executive Mohammed Al Qaed, 
brought senior UNDESA officials, 
leaders of digital government in 
the Arab and Gulf region, ICT 
experts, decision makers, acad-
emicians, researchers, govern-
ment officials and practioners 
across the globe.

iGA held an engaging and 
productive discussion with the 
participants.

The event granted the par-
ticipants deep insights into the 

achievements of GCC countries 
in the digital government field 
as well as the ways to address 

the issues and challenges per-
taining to UN eGovernment in-
dicators.

In his opening remarks, Al 
Qaed talked about the signifi-
cance of the UN eGovernment 
Development Report and how 
it paves the way for the future 
direction of the Digital Gov-
ernment.

He added that the UN eGov-
ernment Report provides vi-
sionary directions to set the 
international ICT Trends.

He stressed the importance 
of cooperation between the GCC 
and Arab region and UNDESA.

The region takes the report 
seriously by embedding it in 
their national strategies and Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs).

He discussed the major tech-
nological advancements such 
as 5 G, Cloud Computing, Arti-
ficial Intelligence that has been 
implemented in many countries 

across the region and how ICT 
advancements have accelerated 
the diversification of the econ-
omy in many countries in the 
region.

Al Qaed stressed how techno-
logical advancement had sup-
ported the government’s effort 
to address the challenges related 
to COVID-19 pandemic, and he 
highlighted the importance of 
reflecting the regional challenges 
and technological advancement 
aspirations in the UN Report.

In his keynote speech, Vin-
cenzo Aquaro, Chief, Digital 
Government Branch, Division 
for Public Institutions and Digi-
tal Government (DPIDG), United 
Nations Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs (UNDE-
SA) provided a glimpse of Global 
eGovernment scenario and the 
methodology associated with 
various components of eGov-
ernment development compo-
nents such as Online Service In-
dex (OSI), Telecommunication 
Infrastructure Index (TII) and 
Human Capital Index (HCI).

He also highlighted the pro-
posed improvements in Online 
Service Index and other pilot 
initiatives including use of AI 
for more effective groupings of 
member states.

The digital leaders of eGov-
ernment in the GCC and Mo-
rocco presented their digital 
achievements and their plans 
with the participation of Egypt 
and Jordan.

The workshop brought 
senior UNDESA officials, 

leaders of digital 
government in the Arab 

and Gulf region, ICT 
experts, decision makers, 

academicians, researchers, 
government officials and 

practioners across the 
globe.

KNOW WHAT

Solid Bahrain and Pakistan ties praised
• Shura Chairman 
receives Pakistani 
Ambassador

TDT | Manama

Shura Council Chairman Ali 
bin Saleh Al Saleh has lauded 

the depth of the distinguished 
friendly Bahraini-Pakistani re-
lations, praising their steady 
progress mainly in the trade, 
security and economic fields.

He also hailed the ongoing 
cooperation between the Shura 
Council in Bahrain and the leg-

islative branch in Pakistan.
While receiving yesterday, 

the newly-appointed Pakistani 
Ambassador to Bahrain, Mu-
hammad Ayub, the Shura head 
stressed the need to take advan-
tage of the two countries’ shared 
values in order to bolster bilat-

eral cooperation at all levels.
Al Saleh highlighted the Shu-

ra Council’s keenness to develop 
parliamentary relations with 
the Pakistani legislative branch, 
through exchanging expertise 
and coordinating at internation-
al gatherings in order to support 

efforts to achieve global peace, 
security and coexistence.

He also praised the contribu-
tions of the members of the Pa-
kistani expatriate community in 
Bahrain and their good relations 
with the Bahraini society.

Ambassador Ayub praised the 
advanced level reached by rela-
tions between the two friendly 
countries across all fields, hail-
ing the support of the Bahraini 
leadership to his country.

He affirmed his country’s 
keenness to enhance its coor-
dination with Bahrain in order 
to achieve regional security and 
stability, wishing Bahrain fur-
ther progress and prosperity.

Chairman Al Saleh with Ambassador Ayub

The procedure in progress

US Embassy announces 
Fulbright program competition
 TDT | Manama

The US Embassy is pleased 
to announce the competi-

tion for the Fulbright Foreign 
Language Teaching Assistant 
(FLTA) Program for 2022.

The Fulbright FLTA is a nine-
month, non-degree seeking 
program sponsored by the US 
Department of State. 

The FLTA program provides 
participants with an opportu-
nity to increase their English 
language proficiency and ex-
tend their knowledge of the 

society and culture of the US. 
They will also have a chance 

to refine their teaching skills 
while teaching their native 
language (Arabic) to US stu-
dents and strengthen foreign 
language instruction at US col-
leges and universities.

LTA participants also inter-
act with their host communi-
ties through extracurricular 
activities and community out-
reach projects.

The deadline for accepting 
applications is August 1, 2021.

46 restaurants, cafes 
violate COVID-19 
health protocols

• They were 
referred to the 
relevant authorities 
for legal action

TDT | Manama

Forty-six violations were re-
ported as the Health Min-

istry’s Public Health Depart-
ment continued its inspection 
visits to ensure full application 
of precautionary measures to 
address the coronavirus (COV-
ID-19).

The restaurants and cafes 
were referred to the relevant 

authorities for legal action.
 The department on Satur-

day inspected an additional 211 
establishments in its campaign 
to ensure public health and 
safety.

Establishments that failed to 
meet the required standards 
were warned to address the is-
sues and rise up to the needed 
responsibility levels and im-
plement anti-COVID measures.

An inspector visit to a vegetable and 
fruit shop

The online discussion in progress

Enhancing partnership to develop A1
• Nasser Vocational 
Training Center, UAE 
company sign agreement
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Nasser Vocational Training 
Center (NVTC) and UAE 

National Program for Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) signed an 
agreement to enhance partner-
ship and cooperate to develop 
AI skills and the digital econ-
omy, and improve virtual edu-
cation and training systems by 
exchanging experiences.

The agreement was signed 
virtually by UAE Minister of 
State for Artificial Intelligence, 
Digital Economy and Remote 

Work Applications Omar Sultan 
Al Olama, and NVTC General 
Director Dr Abdullah Nasser 
Al Nuaimi.

A delegation from NVTC head-

ed by Secretary General of the 
Royal Humanitarian Foundation 
(RHF) and NVTC Board of Trus-
tees Vice Chairman Dr. Mustafa 
Al Sayed, visited UAE Artificial 

Intelligence Office, where they 
were briefed on the National 
Program for AI initiatives and the 
projects implemented to achieve 
UAE Strategy goals for AI.

The stakeholders during the agreement-signing ceremony

Tender Board opens 
envelopes for 19 bids

• It included the 
opening of a tender for 
Bapco regarding the 
provision of reagents
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The Tender Board, the inde-
pendent regulatory body 

tasked with supervising gov-
ernment bidding and bidding 
practices, has opened enve-
lopes for 19 bids for five bids 
offered by three administra-
tors.

The opening committee’s 
agenda included the opening 
of a tender for the Bahrain 
Petroleum Company (Bapco) 
regarding the provision of re-
agents and spare parts for the 
organic chemistry analyser 
device for the Awali Hospital 

laboratory with a three-year 
contract, and one bid was re-
ceived for this tender.

The committee opened 
three tenders for the Petro-
leum Development Compa-
ny, the first one regarding the 
provision and renewal of the 
current software hardware, 
NetPack Veritas, and two 
bids were received for this  
tender.

The second tender was for 
the supply of industrial gases, 
and one bid was received for 
this tender, and four bids were 
received. The third tender was 
for maintenance, repair, over-
haul and testing of electric 
motors.

The committee also opened 
11 bids for the Housing Bank 
tender for the appointment of 
a contractor to construct two 
service store buildings in Al 
Luzi and Al Haninieh.
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Clean-up efforts underway after sandstorm

Dry Dock Street lanes set for closure
The Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning, 
in coordination with the General Directorate of Traffic at the 
Ministry of Interior, announces that the development work of the 
entrance to the city of East Hidd at the intersection of Dry Dock 
Street with Hatem Al Tai Street requires the closure of some 
lanes on Dry Dock Street for southbound traffic as follows. Work 
includes closure of the lane left and two lanes for traffic; and the 
left turn and the reverse rotation are prohibited. Traffic will be 
diverted to the intersection of Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Bridge 
and the intersection of Hatem Al Tai Street. Work will take place 
on the aforementioned site starting from tomorrow for a period 
of one month. Citizens and residents are requested to abide by 
the traffic rules in order to preserve the safety of all.

The Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning is stepping up efforts to clean up streets following the sand storm which lashed Bahrain over the 
past two days. The municipalities have removed 60 truckloads of dust and sand from streets and other public places since the clean-up campaign was launched – 16 
in the Capital Municipality, 14 in Muharraq, 15 in the Southern Municipality and 15 in the Northern Municipality. The municipal authorities have also removed 12 
uprooted trees and 56 damaged street billboards, said Undersecretary Shaikh Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Khalifa.

Speaker defends rights record
European Parliament resolutions against Bahrain ‘lack objectivity and credibility’

• Zainal holds 
telephone call with 
Kuwaiti National 
Assembly Speaker

TDT | Manama

The European Parlia-
m e n t ’s  r e s o l u t i o n s 
against Bahrain lack ob-

jectivity and credibility as they 
tend to ignore the Kingdom’s 
big strides in protecting human 
rights.

This was emphasised by Rep-
resentatives Council Speaker 
Fawzia bint Abdullah Zainal 
as she discussed Arab issues 
with Kuwaiti National Assem-
bly Speaker Marzouq bin Ali 
Al Ghanim over the phone yes-
terday.

She also criticised the Euro-
pean Parliament for relying on 
unofficial information aimed at 
tarnishing the Kingdom’s image 
and belittling its pioneering hu-
man rights experience.

Speaker Zainal stressed the 
development of the human 
rights system in Bahrain in light 
of the noble royal care and di-

rectives of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
the tireless efforts of the gov-
ernment, led by His Royal High-
ness, Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

She highlighted the issues 
discussed with the Kuwaiti Na-
tional Assembly Speaker which 
will be raised at the meeting 
with the European Parliament 
President.

She stressed rejection of the 
Representatives Council of the 
inaccurate and biased stances 
adopted by some members of 
the European Parliament, call-
ing anew to evaluate the human 
rights situation in Bahrain with 

utter impartiality.
Zainal emphasised the need 

to further boost the Arab-Euro-
pean relations and the exchange 
of experiences in vital areas, 
including sources of sustainable 
and renewable energy.

She stressed the importance 
of the issue as a top priority in 
the policies of the Arab and Gulf 
countries, in light of the national 
endeavours to increase the re-
newable energy sources.

The Speaker affirmed sup-
port to the Arab efforts aimed 
at backing the Palestinian issue 
and the Palestinian people to 
obtain their legitimate rights 
according to the two-state solu-
tion, the Arab Peace initiative, 

and the relevant resolutions of 
the international legitimacy.

She also touched on the on-
going talks regarding the Ira-
nian nuclear issue, stressing 
the importance of taking into 
consideration regional and in-
ternational worries about the 
Iranian nuclear programme and 
ensuring the way of handling 
this issue does not harm the 
interests of the Arab countries.

The Speaker wished Al 
Ghanim every success in the 
meetings he will hold as a repre-
sentative of the Arab Inter-Par-
liamentary Union and in com-
ing up with positive results to 
achieve the interests of the Arab 
countries.

HRH Prince Salman 
thanked by Egypt leader

TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, yester-
day received a cable of thanks 

from Egypt President Abdel 
Fattah Al Sisi, in response to 
HRH’s cable of condolences 
on the victims of Toukh train 
accident that took place in the 
Governorate of Qalyubia.

Shura Council head lauds royal initiatives against COVID

• HM King’s 
reassuring message 
to the nation hailed
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Shura Council Chairman Ali 
bin Saleh Al Saleh paid trib-

ute to His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa who sent a 
reassuring message to the na-
tion, affirming that Bahrain is 
recovering from the coronavirus 
(COVID-19).

He lauded the royal praise 
of the efforts led by His Royal 

Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, and 
Team Bahrain to curb the pan-
demic.

He praised the royal trust in 
the mandatory precautionary 
measures and the steps being 
undertaken as part of the na-
tional drive led by HRH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister to combat the virus.

He made the statement fol-
lowing HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister’s meeting 
with senior officials and mem-
bers of the National Medical 
Taskforce for Combating COV-
ID-19.

He praised the pivotal role 
led by HRH the Crown Prince 

and Prime Minister to protect 
citizens and residents’ health 
and safety, provide vaccines free 
of charge and find solutions in 
support of hardest-hit sectors.

He noted the tangible drop 
in the number of infections and 
deaths over the past days as well 
as the increasing number of re-
coveries thanks to the efficacy 
of the mandatory precautionary 
measures.

He also praised the sacrifices 
and efforts of medical frontlin-
ers and other supporting au-
thorities, urging full compliance 
with the measures set by the 
National Medical Taskforce for 
Combating COVID-19.

“The European 
Parliament relies 

on unofficial 
information aimed 

at tarnishing the 
Kingdom’s image 
and belittling its 

pioneering human 
rights experience.” 

   – SPEAKER ZAINAL

Shaikh Khalid hails Finance 
Minister efforts in progress
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First Deputy Chairman of 
the Supreme Council for 

Youth and Sport, Chairman of 
the General Sports Authori-
ty (GSA) and President of the 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
(BOC), His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
yesterday held a virtual meet-
ing with Finance and Nation-
al Economy Minister Shaikh 
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.

HH Shaikh Khalid com-
mended the efforts of the Fi-
nance Ministry to implement 

the visions and aspirations of 
the government, led by His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, in order to enhance 
Bahrain’s progress.

HH Shaikh Khalid discussed 
with Shaikh Salman areas of 
cooperation between the GSA 
and Finance Ministry, in ad-
dition to topics of mutual in-
terest.

HH Shaikh Khalid also re-
viewed a number of plans, pro-
grammes and strategies that 
the GSA seeks to implement in 
the coming period to contrib-
ute to developing the sports 
system in accordance with the 
Bahrain Economic Vision 2030 
and the Fiscal Balance Pro-
gramme aimed at reaching a 
balance between government 
expenditure and revenues by 
2022.

The meeting was also at-
tended by GSA Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr Abdul Rahman 
Sadiq Askar.

Minister Shaikh Salman and Dr Askar  at the online meeting

Speaker Al Ghanim Speaker Zainal

Shura Chairman Al Saleh

Shaikh Khalid

HRH Prince Salman Al Sisi

Bahrain stops issuing work permits 
to citizens from red list countries
TDT | Manama

The Labour Market Regu-
latory Authority (LMRA) 

has temporarily stopped the 
issuance of new work permits 
to citizens from countries on 
its red list.

This was based on the di-
rectives issued by the National 
Taskforce for Combatting the 
coronavirus (COVID-19).

The new arrangement hopes 
to contribute to strengthen-
ing Bahrain’s tireless efforts to 
overcome the critical stage of 
this pandemic.

Bahrain had suspended the 
entry of travellers coming 
from the countries included 
on the red list, namely India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangla-
desh and Nepal, on all flights 
starting from 24 May 2021, 
including those coming from 
these countries who will en-
ter Bahrain temporarily, with 

the exception of citizens and 
visa holders, valid residency in 
Bahrain, where they must un-
dergo a precautionary quaran-
tine for 10 days in their homes 
or places designated for quar-
antine licensed by the National 
Health Regulatory Authority 
(NHRA).

Based on the directives and 
procedures of the Coordinat-
ing Committee and the rec-
ommendations of the National 
Team to Address the Coronavi-
rus, the LMRA took the initia-
tive to respond to these direc-
tives by stopping the issuance 
of new work permits to those 
outside Bahrain, temporarily, 
from the countries listed on 
the red list.

Bahrain confirmed that 
the countries on its  red 
list are added or removed, 
and based on regular re-
view, the list is updated  
periodically.


