
YOUR TIME IS LIMITED, SO DON’T 
WASTE IT LIVING SOMEONE ELSE’S 
LIFE.
STEVE JOBS
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Delegates gather in 
Philadelphia to draw 
up the Constitution 
of the United States

English country doctor Edward 
Jenner administers his revolution-

ary cowpox-based vaccine for small-
pox in Berkeley, Gloucestershire

Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark’s expedition sets out from St. 
Louis for the Pacific Coast, com-
missioned by Thomas Jefferson

David Ben-Gurion declares 
Israel independent from 

British administration, Golda 
Meir one of the signatories
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The scheme for Pro-
motion of Surface 

Coal/Lignite Gasifica-
tion Projects that has 
been cleared by the Cab-
inet will further energy 
security, boost invest-
ment and create job op-
portunities for the youth. 
It will add strength to 
our efforts to strengthen 
the tech and innovation 
system as well. 

@narendramodi

We discussed with 
President of Fin-

land Alexander Stubb 
diplomatic efforts to 
end Russia’s war against 
Ukraine and Europe’s role 
in this process. Transat-
lantic unity on the path 
to peace is essential. We 
coordinated positions on 
further steps.

@ZelenskyyUa

A tribute of apprecia-
tion from a passenger 

repatriated in #Tenerife, 
#Spain, from the hanta-
virus-affected Hondius. 
I can only imagine the 
sigh of relief. Thank you, 
Spain.

@DrTedros

Africa’s continued 
exclusion from per-

manent representation 
in the Security Council 
is a historical injustice & 
indefensible. This is not 
about privilege or sym-
bolism. This is about en-
suring that the Council is 
fit for purpose & able to 
act with legitimacy and 
effectiveness.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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 Israel kills 9

Israel intensified strikes 
on Lebanon Wednesday, 

with Beirut’s health minis-
try reporting nine people, 
including two children, 
killed in attacks targeting 
cars between the capital and 
the coastal city of Sidon de-
spite a ceasefire between 
Israel and Hezbollah.

Israel’s military said it 
had attacked Hezbollah 
targets in southern Leba-
non. An AFP correspondent 
reported thick smoke from 
Burj al-Shemali in the Tyre 
region.

Italy 
minesweepers

Italy said it was sending 
two warships closer to 

the Gulf but would only 
deploy them as part of 
an international mission 
in case of a lasting truce 
in the region.

Defence Minister Gui-
do Crosetto told par-
liament that a possible 
mission to the Strait of 
Hormuz could only hap-
pen with prior approval 
from lawmakers.

 Iran hangs man 

Ira n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s 
hanged a man in his ear-

ly 30s convicted of spying 
for Israel, the sixth person 
to be executed on such 
charges since the start of 
the US-Israeli war against 
the Islamic republic.

The Iranian judiciary’s 
Mizan Online website de-
scribed Ehsan Afreshteh, 
32, as “a spy trained by 
Mossad in Nepal who sold 
sensitive information to 
Israel”.

But the Norway-based 
Hengaw and Iran Human 
Rights (IHR) NGOs said in 
separate statements that 
Afreshteh had denied the 
accusations, and said he 
had been subjected to 
televised “forced confes-
sions” obtained through 
torture.

China urges 
Pakistan to step 
up

China's top diplomat 
urged Pakistan to 

step up mediation efforts 
between Iran and the 
United States, and help 
to "properly" address the 
reopening of the Hormuz 
strait, Chinese state me-
dia said.

Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi spoke to his Pakistani 
counterpart Ishaq Dar on 
a call, state news agency 
Xinhua reported, ahead 
of US President Donald 
Trump's visit to Beijing.

Israeli strikes kill 
13 in Lebanon

Israel hammered south 
Lebanon with more 

strikes Tuesday, killing 
13 people in the south, 
including two rescuers 
responding to an earlier 
raid in the city of Na-
batieh and a wounded 
person they went to save, 
Lebanon’s health minis-
try said.

Beirut reported 380 
people had been killed 
in intensified Israeli at-
tacks since an April 17 
ceasefire took effect and 
Hezbollah chief Naim 
Qassem vowed to turn 
the battlefield into “hell” 
for Israeli forces.

Iran’s missile 
capabilities

The New York Times 
reported Tuesday 

that classified US intel-
ligence assessments say 
Iran still has substan-
tial missile capabilities 
-- with about 70% of its 
mobile launchers and 
pre-war missile stockpile 
still in action -- and has 
restored access to 30 of 
33 missile sites along the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Australian 
shipping defence

De f e n c e  M i n i st e r 
R i c h a r d  M a r l e s 

said Australia will join a 
“strictly defensive” mis-
sion led by France and 
Britain to secure ship-
ping through the strait, 
once it is established, 
and contribute a surveil-
lance aircraft to protect 
the United Arab Emir-
ates from Iranian drone 
attacks.

Oil stocks dwindling 
at record pace: IEA

Global stocks were drawn down by a further 117 million barrels in April
AFP | Paris, France

Countries are tapping into 
oil inventories and strate-
gic reserves at a "record 

pace" due to the "unprecedent-
ed" supply disruptions caused 
by the Middle East war, the In-
ternational Energy Agency said 
yesterday

Global stocks were drawn 
down by a further 117 million 
barrels in April, the agency said, 
after a 129-million-barrel draw-
down in March following the 
US and Israeli launch of attacks 
against Iran.

"Rapidly shrinking buffers 
amid continued disruptions 
may herald future price spikes 
ahead," it warned in its monthly 
report.

Tehran has effectively closed 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz to 
Gulf oil and gas exports, sending 
prices soaring and forcing na-
tions to scramble for alternative 
supplies.

The IEA said in March that 
it would provide global mar-
kets with 400 million barrels 
from the emergency stocks of 
IEA members, of which around 
164 million barrels has already 
been drawn.

"The pace of emergency stock 
releases picked up pace in April, 
with further volumes set to 

hit the market in the coming 
months," the agency said.

Fears of shortages are rising 
with the summer travel season 
approaching in the northern 
hemisphere, with airlines al-
ready warning of jet fuel short-
ages in a matter of weeks if sup-
ply disruptions persist.

"With global oil inventories 

already drawing at a record clip, 
further price volatility appears 
likely ahead of the peak sum-
mer demand period," the agency 
said.

The agency now expects glob-
al demand to shrink by 2.4 mil-
lion barrels per day (mb/d) in 
the second quarter, down from 
its forecast of a 3.5 mb/d before 

the Mideast war erupted.
"Higher prices, a deteriorat-

ing economic environment and 

demand-saving measures will 
further weigh on global oil con-
sumption" going forward, it said.

Iran sees windfall 
in Hormuz control

Military says control over Hormuz to bring significant economic revenues

Agencies 

Iran said yesterday that con-
trol over the Strait of Hor-
muz could deliver a major 

economic windfall and boost 
the country’s geopolitical influ-
ence, as officials outlined plans 
to tighten management of the 
vital waterway.

Military spokesman Moham-
mad Akraminia said Iran’s over-

sight of the strait could generate 
“significant economic revenues” 
and potentially double the coun-
try’s oil income. He added that 
greater control over the route 
would strengthen Tehran’s po-
sition on the international stage.

The Strait of Hormuz handles 
about a fifth of global oil and 
liquefied natural gas shipments 
in peacetime, making it one of 
the world’s most critical energy 

chokepoints.
Akraminia said the western 

section of the strait was under 
the control of the Revolutionary 
Guards’ naval forces, while the 
eastern side was overseen by the 
Iranian navy.

Separately, Ebrahim Azizi, 

head of parliament’s national 
security commission, said law-
makers had finalised a plan for 
managing the strategic passage.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
intends to use this strategic posi-
tion as a lever of power,” he said, 
according to state television.

Why are some ships di�icult to track?

AIS transponder (Automatic
Identification System) switched o�

Signal lost
AIS spoofing (decoying):
intentionally transmitting false information

False
position

False
position

Falsified signal

“Jamming”: when the satellite signal is
saturated, the vessel is usually alerted

Scrambled signal
GPS "spoofing": falsified satellite signal, the
vessel is generally not warned

Diverted signal

Sources: Kpler, Skylight

Techniques used on ships

External techniques

Satellites
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PRICE HIKES OF CRUCIAL COMMODITIES
SINCE START OF WAR IN
THE MIDDLE EAST

Percentage change since February 26
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US Marines with Maritime Raid Force rappelling out of an MH-60S Sea Hawk, 
assigned to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25, during helicopter and roping 
sustainment training aboard the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS 
Tripoli at sea

Qatari LNG tanker MV Al Kharaitiyat arriving at Engro Elengy Terminal (EETL) in 
Karachi. 

US President Donald Trump (C), US Ambassador To china David Perdue (center-R) escorted by China's Vice President 
Han Zheng (R) are greeted by Chinese youth upon arriving at Beijing Capital Airport in Beijing 

US President Donald Trump (C), US Ambassador To china David Perdue 
(center-R) escorted by China's Vice President Han Zheng (R) are greeted by 
Chinese youth upon arriving at Beijing Capital Airport in Beijing 

Trump receives flowers upon arrival

Trump arrives in China for superpower summit with Xi

• Trump and Xi will 
hold talks at 10:00 
am (0200 GMT) on 
Thursday in Beijing’s 
opulent Great Hall 
of the People

• The US president 
will also visit the historic 
Temple of Heaven, 
a world heritage 
site where China’s 
emperors once prayed 
for good harvest

• The leaders will 
then enjoy a state 
banquet in the evening.

• On Friday, they are 
set to have tea and a 
working lunch before 
Trump heads home.

AFP | Beijing, China

US P re s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump landed in Beijing 
yesterday for a high-

stakes summit with Chinese 

leader Xi Jinping aimed at eas-
ing deep tensions between the 
rival superpowers.

Giving a fist pump, Trump 
descended the steps of Air 
Force One after touching 
down at Beijing Capital In-
ternational Airport,  kick-
ing off the first visit to China 
by a US president in nearly a  
decade.

Right behind him were Tes-
la boss Elon Musk and Nvidia 
chief Jensen Huang -- potent 

symbols of the business deals 
that Trump hopes to sign be-
tween the world's biggest econ-
omies.

Trump was greeted with 
a bunch of flowers and then 
walked along the red carpet, 
which was lined with 300 Chi-
nese youth in white uniforms 
chanting "welcome" and waving 
small Chinese and US flags in 
unison.

While en route to Beijing, 
Trump said on social media 

he would "be asking Presi-
dent Xi, a Leader of extraor-
dinary distinction, to 'open 
up' China so that these bril-
liant people can work their  
magic".

Nvidia's Huang was a sur-
prise late addition to the trip, 
joining the plane at a stopover 
in Alaska. China is currently 
banned under US national se-
curity rules from buying the 
cutting-edge AI chips that the 
company produces.

Trump, Xi set for talks on Iran war, trade
AFP |  Beijing, China

Leaving the White House 
yesterday, US President 

Donald Trump said he expect-
ed extensive discussions with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
on the joint US-Israeli war with 
Iran, whose sanctioned oil ex-
ports are largely purchased by 
China.

He also downplayed disa-
greements, telling reporters 
that “I don’t think we need any 
help with Iran” from China and 
that Xi had been “relatively 
good” on the topic.

The Chinese foreign ministry 
said Wednesday it “welcomes” 
Trump’s visit and that “Chi-
na stands ready to work with 
the United States... to expand 
cooperation and manage dif-
ferences”.

Yet Beijing is growing impa-
tient for peace, with Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi urging his 
Pakistani counterpart on Tues-
day to step up mediation efforts 
between Iran and the United 
States.

Trump and Xi are set to dis-
cuss extending a one-year tariff 
truce, which the two leaders 
reached during their last meet-
ing in South Korea in October, 
although a deal is far from cer-
tain.

China’s controls on rare earth 

and agriculture exports are also 
expected to be on the menu.

The tense buildup to the 
summit was already visible on 
the streets of Beijing, with po-
lice monitoring major intersec-
tions and checking the ID cards 
of passengers on the metro, AFP 
journalists saw.

“It’s definitely a big deal,” 
said Wen Wen, a 24-year-old 
woman travelling from the 
eastern city of Nanjing, when 

asked by AFP about Trump’s  
visit.

While Trump said on Mon-
day he would speak to Xi about 
US arms sales to Taiwan, the 
move marks a departure from 
historic US insistence that it 
will not consult Beijing on its 
support to the island.

His trip will be closely scru-
tinised by Taiwan and Asian 
allies for any sign of weakening 
US support.

Sunk Russian ship 
held nuclear reactor 
components
Madrid, Spain

A US-sanctioned Russian 
cargo ship that sank in 

the Mediterranean Sea in 
2024 was carrying “nuclear 
reactor components” simi-
lar to those used in nuclear 
submarines, according to a 
Spanish government letter, 
shedding some light on the 
mystery.

The Ursa Major, owned 
by a company that belongs 
to the Russian defence min-
istry, sank in international 
waters off southern Spain 
in December 2024 with 16 
people on board -- two of 
whom were never found.

Russian barrage of 
800 drones kills 6 in 
Ukraine
Kyiv, Ukraine

A daytime Russian drone 
barrage mainly target-

ing western Ukraine killed at 
least six people and wound-
ed dozens, the Ukrainian 
president said on Wednes-
day, in what appeared to be 
a pivot in Moscow's aerial 
bombardment strategy.

Russia has been pounding 
Ukrainian cities for more 
than four years but usually 
launches large-scale drone 
and missile attacks at night.

"Since midnight, at least 
800 Russian drones have 
already been launched," 
Zelensky said on social me-
dia, 

Lebanon says Israeli strikes on cars kill 12
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Israel intensified strikes 
on Lebanon yesterday 

with the health ministry re-
porting 12 people killed in 
attacks targeting cars, most-
ly south of Beirut, despite a 
ceasefire between Israel and  
Hezbollah.

The fresh raids, which also 
targeted various areas of the 
country’s south, came on the 
eve of a new round of direct 
negotiations between Leba-
non and Israel in Washing-
ton brokered by the United 
States, as Hezbollah remains 
strongly opposed to the  
move.

Gaza board envoy says ceasefire holding 
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The high representative for 
Gaza in US President Don-

ald Trump’s Board of Peace 
on Wednesday said the frag-
ile ceasefire in the Palestinian 
territory was holding despite 
daily violations.

“We have a ceasefire. It is 
holding... It is far from per-
fect. There are violations every 
day, and some of them are very 
serious,” said Nickolay Mlade-
nov during a meeting with the 
Foreign Press Association in 
Jerusalem.


