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Spears had phenome-
nal early music success 
in the late 1990s with 
hits like “...Baby One 
More Time” but has 
largely stepped back 
from music in recent 

years.
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Britney Spears checks into rehab 
following DUI arrest

AFP | Los Angeles, United States

US pop superstar Britney 
Spears has checked her-
self into rehab following 

her arrest last month on suspi-
cion of driving while intoxicat-
ed near Los Angeles, US media 
reported on Sunday.

The 44-year-old singer was 
arrested in early March and 
booked into custody by the Ven-
tura County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment on suspicion of DUI.

She was released soon after, 
and a representative for Spears 
at the time described the inci-
dent as “completely inexcusa-
ble” and said Spears would “take 

the right steps and comply with 
the law,” according to the enter-
tainment outlet Deadline.

On Sunday, multiple US news 
outlets reported that Spears had 
voluntarily checked herself into 
a treatment facility.

It was not immediately clear 
when Spears entered the facility. 
She is scheduled to appear in 
court for her DUI arrest on May 
4, according to the Los Angeles 
Times. In her 2023 memoir “The 
Woman in Me,” Spears insisted 
she never did hard drugs and 
that she did not have a drink-
ing problem, but she admitted 
that she was taking Adderall, the 
ADHD medication.

Following a public breakdown 
in 2007, Spears was placed under 
the conservatorship of her father 
Jamie Spears, who controlled 
her money and her personal life, 

even as she continued to per-
form high-profile concerts.

The conservatorship was dis-
solved by a Los Angeles court 
in 2021, after a groundswell of 
public support to “Free Britney.”

Russian FM to visit China 
April 14-15: Beijing
AFP | Beijing, China

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov will visit 

China this week, Beijing said 
on Monday, as the two sides 
hope to boost cooperation.

“Russia’s foreign minister 
Lavrov will pay an official visit 
to China from April 14 to 15,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Guo Jiakun told a news con-
ference.

Lavrov will hold talks with 
China’s top diplomat Wang 
Yi in which the two will “ex-
change views and coordinate 
positions on the development 
of bilateral relations, coop-
eration in various fields, and 
international and regional 
issues of common concern”, 
Guo said.

The Russian foreign minis-
try said in a statement that the 

pair would discuss the war in 
Ukraine and the situation in 
the Middle East.

Beijing and Moscow are 
close economic and political 
partners, and the relation-
ship has deepened further 
since Russia’s 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine. Wang held a call 
with Lavrov on April 5, when 
the pair agreed Beijing and 
Moscow would work together 
to deescalate tensions in the 
Middle East.

IMF chief warns global monetary system 
not ready for AI cyber threats

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The global  monetary 
system is not prepared 

to address artificial intelli-
gence’s rapidly escalating 
risks, the IMF managing di-
rector warned Sunday, as a 
new Anthropic model raises 
urgent cybersecurity con-
cerns.

Kristalina Georgieva’s 
comments came a day before 
the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank kick 
off their annual spring meet-
ings in Washington, and after 
US regulators last week con-
vened an emergency meeting 
with top bank chiefs over the 
new AI model.

“We don’t have the ability 
to -- us as a world -- to pro-
tect the international mone-
tary system against massive 
cyber risks,” she told CBS 
News’ “Face the Nation” 
program.

“We are very keen to see 
more attention to the guard-
rails that are necessary to 
protect financial stability in 
a world of AI,” she said, seek-
ing global collaboration on 
the issue.

“Yes, this is an issue that 
has been addressed here 
in the United States, but 
it is an issue that easily 
can present itself in other 
parts of the world, and that 
is why we need people to  
cooperate.”

Anthropic announced 
on April 7 that it was lim-
iting the release of its new 
“Mythos” model over risks 
posed by its unprecedented 
ability to rapidly identify se-
curity vulnerabilities.

The company said it was 
working with a consortium 
of major US firms to test the 
model, raising concerns that 
foreign companies may miss 
out on vital safety prepara-
tions.

EU chief touts electric power 
strategy as energy crisis bites

Crisis has already cost the 27-nation bloc more than 22 billion euros

• Oil and gas prices 
have surged since US-
Israeli strikes on Iran 
began on February 28

• Details are to 
be unveiled as part 
of a package to be 
presented next week 

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

Brussels will present next 
week plans to tackle high 
energy costs caused by 

the Iran war and before the 
summer will unveil a broader 
package to boost Europe’s elec-
trification, EU chief Ursula von 
der Leyen said yesterday. 

The energy crisis has already 
cost the 27-nation bloc more 
than 22 billion euros ($26 bil-
lion) in higher fossil fuel bills, 
von der Leyen said after a meet-
ing of the EU’s top executive 
body dedicated to the issue.

“These events make clear we 
are paying a very high price for 
our over dependency on fossil 
fuels,” the European Commis-
sion chief told a press confer-
ence in Brussels, calling for a 
faster switch towards renewa-
bles and nuclear power.

“We need to scale up the 
homegrown, affordable, relia-
ble energy,” she said, adding the 
commission was hoping to get 
new rules aimed at accelerating 
grid connections across the bloc 
and present an “electrification 
strategy” before the summer.

Oil and gas prices have surged 
since US-Israeli strikes on Iran 
began on February 28, with 
Tehran retaliating by effectively 
blocking the strategically vital 
Strait of Hormuz and attacking 
Gulf energy infrastructure.

To address the cost crunch, 
the commission is considering 
relaxing its state aid rules to 
give member states more space 
to support the “most exposed 
sectors”, von der Leyen said.

Details are to be unveiled as 
part of a package to be present-
ed next week before an infor-
mal meeting of European Union 
leaders in Cyprus, she added.

The commission later said it 

was consulting member states 
on a draft proposal that would 
allow governments to grant 
“calibrated temporary support” 
to affected sectors.

This would include enabling 
states to “cover part of the price 
increases for fuel or fertilisers”, 
it said.

Upping the share of 
electricity costs 
t h a t  s t a t e  a i d 
could cover for 
energy-intensive 
industries was 
also on the table, 
the commission 
said.

Von der Leyen 
said the EU was look-
ing to coordinate oil 
stock releases and the 
filling of gas storage 
across the bloc to 
avoid member 

states competing against each 
other on the market, driving 
up prices.

Steps to support energy ef-
ficiency are also being consid-
ered, the commission president 
added, citing the “renovation of 
buildings” and “the renewal of 
equipment in industrial opera-

tions” without further 
elaborating.

“The least expen-
sive energy is the 

energy that is not 
used,” she said.

A proposal to 
reform electrici-
ty taxes and grid 
charges will fol-

low in May, von 
der Leyen added.

Source: Bloomberg *As of 03:50 GMT
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 The cover of Britney Spears’ book “The 
Woman in Me” from an online retailer in 
front of a picture of Britney Spears and 
Justin Timberlake at the American Music 
Awards

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavro
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The energy crisis has 

already cost the 27-nation 
bloc more than 22 billion 

euros ($26 billion) in 
higher fossil fuel bills


