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Pope Benedict VIII crowns Hen-
ry II Holy Roman Emperor

Pope Gregory VII excom-
municates Holy Roman 
Emperor Henry IV for 

the first time

Battle of Cape St. Vincent: British fleet under Admiral 
Sir John Jervis defeats larger Spanish fleet under Admi-
ral Don José de Córdoba y Ramos near Cape St. Vincent, 
Portugal. Captain Horatio Nelson distinguishes himself.

President Richard 
Nixon installs a 

secret recording 
system in the White 

House
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There is no military 
objective that jus-

tifies the wholesale de-
struction of a society’s 
infrastructure or the 
deliberate infliction of 
suffering on civilian pop-
ulations.

@antonioguterres

Reform is not optional 
for those of us in the 

global health system. 
In February, Member 

States entrusted @WHO 
with a country-centred, 
inclusive and transparent 
reform process, drawing 
on our presence in 150+ 
countries. We are now 
shaping this joint pro-
cess and will present it 
for consideration at the 
World Health Assembly 
in May.

Encouragingly, we are 
seeing engagement and 
convergence around key 
principles

@DrTedros

Heartiest congratu-
lations to Mr. Péter 

Magyar and the Tisza 
Party on your resound-
ing election victory. 
India and Hungary are 
bound by deep-rooted 
friendship, shared val-
ues and enduring mutual 
respect. I look forward 
to working closely with 
you to further strengthen 
our bilateral cooperation 
and to advance the vital 
India-EU Strategic Part-
nership for the shared 
prosperity and well-be-
ing of our peoples.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

Last Wednesday, the US and Iran 
agreed a two-week truce to allow the 
negotiations to go ahead, and medi-
ator Pakistan and Gulf state Qatar 

were still calling on Monday for it to 
be respected as diplomatic efforts 

continue.

KNOW WHAT

Trump shares divine-style AI image 
amid fresh swipe at Pope

TDT | agencies

US President Donald Trump 
has stirred fresh controversy 

after sharing an AI-generated 
image of himself depicted in a 
Christ-like form on his Truth 
Social platform.

The image shows Trump 
draped in flowing robes, sur-
rounded by a radiant glow, ap-
pearing to ‘heal’ a man, while 
being flanked by figures re-
sembling angels or soldiers. 
Fighter jets streak across the 
sky overhead, leaving trails, 
as  f ireworks  l ight  up the  
scene. 

T h e  S t a t u e  o f  L i b e r t y 
stands in the background, re-
inforcing a strong American  
motif.

The post comes shortly after 
Trump publicly criticised Pope 
Leo XIV, calling him “weak” and 
questioning his stance on key 

global issues.
Speaking to reporters at Joint 

Base Andrews in Maryland on 
Sunday, Trump said he was “not a 
big fan” of the pontiff, describing 
him as “a very liberal person” and 

accusing him of failing to take a 
firm stand on crime.

Trump also alleged that the 
Pope was “toying with a country 
that wants a nuclear weapon,” 
further escalating his criticism.

Blockade clock ticks Tensions rise @ sea
Trump vows US will sink any Iran boats that challenge blockade

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
warned yesterday that 

any Iranian attack boats that 
approach the naval blockade 
he has ordered around the 
country's ports will be de-
stroyed, despite international 
calls for a ceasefire to be re-

spected and negotiations to  
resume.

The US military said the 
blockade would begin at 1400 
GMT and apply to all ships leav-
ing or seeking to dock at Iranian 
harbours, but as the deadline 
passed there was no announce-
ment that the measure had 
come into effect, nor sign of 

any interceptions.
In a social media post, Trump 

said the bulk of Iran's navy had 
already been destroyed dur-
ing the war, but that if any of 
what he said were Tehran's 
few remaining "fast attack 
ships" approach the block-
ade "they will be immediately  
ELIMINATED".

Trump announced the block-
ade on Sunday after a delega-
tion led by Vice President JD 
Vance returned from a meeting 
with Iranian officials in Paki-
stan without having secured a 
deal to end the war launched 
on February 28 with dead-
ly US and Israeli strikes on  
Tehran.

The head of the International Maritime Organization, Secretary General Arse-
nio Dominguez, said no country could “prohibit the right of innocent passage 
or the freedom of navigation through international straits that are used for 

international transit”.

“The blockade will be enforced impartially against vessels of all nations enter-
ing or departing Iranian ports and coastal areas, including all Iranian ports 
on the Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman,” US Central Command said, adding it 

would begin at 1400 GMT on Monday. 

US forces would not impede vessels transiting the strait to and from non-Iranian ports

China, Washington's great 
power rival and a big im-

porter of Iranian oil, criticised 
the plan.

"The Strait of Hormuz is an 
important international trade 
route for goods and energy, 
and maintaining its security, 
stability, and unimpeded flow 
is in the common interest of 

the international community," 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Guo Jiakun said, urging Iran 
and the US not to reignite the  
war.

Among Washington's NATO 
allies, much criticised by Trump 
for their reluctance to follow him 
to war, Spain's Defence Minis-
ter Margarita Robles said the 

planned naval blockade "makes 
no sense".

"It's one more episode in this 
whole downward spiral into 
which we've been dragged," she 
said.

And in a BBC radio interview, 
UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
said Britain would not join the 
blockade, adding the UK "is not 

getting dragged in".
French President Emmanuel 

Macron said that France and 
Britain would host a conference 
with countries prepared to join a 
"peaceful multinational mission" 
to secure the strait, but it would 
be "strictly defensive" and only 
operational once circumstances 
permit.

Trump says 34 ships crossed Hormuz Sunday, most since war began

Trump says Iranian officials 
called, want deal ‘badly’
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that Iranian 

representatives had called to 
make a peace deal after talks in 
Pakistan ended at the weekend 

without agreement.
“I can tell you that we’ve 

been called by the other side. 
They’d like to make a deal. 
Very badly, very badly,” Trump 
told reporters outside the Oval 
Office, without identifying 
which officials had called.

Vessels stuck
Around 670 commodity 

vessels sent signals from 
west of the strait on Sun-
day, having apparently been 
stuck there since the end of 
February, according to data 
from maritime companies 
collated by Bloomberg.

Of those, 329 were oil or 
gas tankers. Kpler said last 
week that 172 million barrels 
of crude and refined prod-
ucts were at sea in the Gulf 
as of April 7.The latest vessels 
to leave the Gulf on Monday 
were the Auroura, owned 
by an India-based company 
and carrying 38,287 tonnes 
of naptha from Iran, and the 
New Future, owned by a Chi-
na-based firm and carrying 
44,424 tonnes of gas oil from 
the UAE, according to Kpler.

The Auroura is under US 
sanctions for transporting 
Iranian petroleum products.

More than 50 very large 
crude carriers are stuck in 
the Gulf -- including nine 

owned by Japanese compa-
nies and five each by com-
panies from China, Greece 
and South Korea, according 
to Bloomberg data and oth-
er maritime companies.Just 
one empty LNG tanker has 
crossed the strait during the 
war.

Dozens of vessels targeted
N o  n e w  a t t a c k s  o n 

ships have been report-
ed s ince the  ceasef ire  
started.

The IRGC claimed three 
attacks on ships between 
Saturday and Tuesday, and 
one has been confirmed by 
the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO).Some 29 
commercial ships, includ-
ing 13 tankers, have been 
attacked or have reported 
incidents in the region since 
March 1, according to the 
IMO, the UK Maritime Trade 
Operations Centre and Van-
guard Tech.

Russia offers to take in 
Iran's enriched uranium
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia is ready to take in 
Iran's enriched uranium 

as part of a future peace deal 
with the United States, the 
Kremlin said yesterday. 

Failed talks between Iran 
and the United States over the 
weekend dashed hopes of a 
swift deal to permanently end 
the war that has killed thou-
sands and thrown the global 
economy into turmoil since it 
began in late February.

Russia, which possesses the 
world's largest stockpile of nu-
clear weapons, has repeatedly 
offered to host Iran's enriched 

uranium as part of any peace 
deal.

"This proposal was voiced 
by President Putin in contacts 
with both the United States 
and regional states. The offer 
still stands, but has not been 
acted upon," the Kremlin's 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters on Monday 
in response to a question  
by AFP.

The Kremlin also criticised 
Trump's threat to blockade 
the Strait of Hormuz, a key 
waterway that has been at a 
standstill since the US and Is-
rael began striking Iran in late 
February.

China calls reports it supplied 
weapons to Iran 'baseless smears'
AFP | Beijing, China

China yesterday called re-
ports it had supplied or 

intended to supply weapons 
to Iran "baseless smears", af-
ter several outlets quoted US 
intelligence sources to that  
effect.

On Sunday US President 
Donald Trump threatened Bei-
jing with a "staggering" new 
tariff of 50 percent if it were 
to provide military assistance 
to Tehran.

His comments came the 
same day US outlet CNN re-
ported that US intelligence 
indicated China was pre-
paring to deliver new air de-
fence systems to Iran within 
the next few weeks, citing 
three people familiar with the  
assessments.

Over the weekend, The New 
York Times quoted US officials 
as saying US intelligence sug-
gested Beijing might have al-
ready sent a shipment of shoul-
der-fired missiles.

China denied the reports, 
saying Monday it had "always 
adopted a cautious and re-
sponsible attitude towards the 
export of military items, im-
plementing strict controls in 
accordance with its own export 
control laws and regulations 
and its international obliga-
tions".

"We oppose baseless smears 
or malicious association," for-
eign ministry spokesman Guo 
Jiakun told a regular news 
briefing.

Turkey says Hormuz strait should open 'as soon as possible'
Istanbul, Turkey

The strategic Strait of Hormuz 
trade route should open "as 

soon as possible", Turkey's for-
eign minister saidyesterday.

"Negotiations with Iran 

should be conducted, persuasion 
methods should be used, and 
the strait should be opened as 

soon as possible," Hakan Fidan 
told the official Anadolu news 
agency.

This photograph taken from the southern Lebanese area of Tyre shows smoke as it rises from the site of an Israeli 
airstrike that targeted the village of Qlaileh

the Natanz nuclear complex in Iran

Israel military says struck 150 Hezbollah targets in past 24 hours

A boat approaches the St Kitt’s and Nevis-flagged container ship Marsa Victory while crusing in the waters of the Strait of Hormuz off the coast of Khasab in Oman’s northern Musandam peninsula

Trump deletes Jesus post
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
yesterday deleted a social 

media image apparently de-
picting him as Jesus after an 
outcry from religious leaders 
that he was being blasphe-
mous.

Asked about the post, Trump 
denied that he was trying to 
look like Jesus Christ.

“I did post it, and I thought 

it was me as a doctor and had 
to do Red Cross,” he told jour-
nalists. “It’s supposed to be 
me as a doctor, making people 
better. And I do make peo-
ple better. I make people a lot  
better.” The post generated 
an outcry from several prom-
inent conservative Christians 
who are among Trump’s big-
gestbackers. The AI picture 
was posted late Sunday and 
removed Monday.


