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IN Pope Benedict viIl crowns Hen- Pope Gregory VII excom- Battle of Cape St. Vincent: British fleet under Admiral President Richard
HISTORY ry Il Holy Roman Emperor municates Holy Roman Sir John Jervis defeats larger Spanish fleet under Admi- Nixon installs a
Emperor Henry 1V for ral Don José de Cordoba y Ramos near Cape St. Vincent, secret recording

the first time Portugal. Captain Horatio Nelson distinguishes himself. system in the White

Tensions rise (@ sea

Trump says 34 ships crossed Hormuz Sunday, most since war began

This photograph taken from the southern Lebanese area of Tyre shows smoke as it rises from the site of an Israeli
airstrike that targeted the village of Qlaileh

China calls reports it supplied
weapons to Iran 'baseless smears’

AFP | Beijing, China

hina yesterday called re-

ports it had supplied or
intended to supply weapons
to Iran "baseless smears”, af-
ter several outlets quoted US
intelligence sources to that
effect.

On Sunday US President
Donald Trump threatened Bei-
jing with a "staggering” new
tariff of 50 percent if it were
to provide military assistance
to Tehran.

His comments came the
same day US outlet CNN re-
ported that US intelligence
indicated China was pre-
paring to deliver new air de-
fence systems to Iran within
the next few weeks, citing
three people familiar with the
assessments.

Over the weekend, The New
York Times quoted US officials
as saying US intelligence sug-
gested Beijing might have al-
ready sent a shipment of shoul-
der-fired missiles.

China denied the reports,
saying Monday it had "always
adopted a cautious and re-
sponsible attitude towards the
export of military items, im-
plementing strict controls in
accordance with its own export
control laws and regulations
and its international obliga-
tions”.

"We oppose baseless smears
or malicious association,” for-
eign ministry spokesman Guo
Jiakun told a regular news
briefing.

Trump says Iranian officials
called, want deal ‘badly’

AFP | Washington, United
States

S President Donald Trump
Usaid yesterday that Iranian
representatives had called to
make a peace deal after talks in
Pakistan ended at the weekend

Vessels stuck

Around 670 commodity
vessels sent signals from
west of the strait on Sun-
day, having apparently been
stuck there since the end of
February, according to data
from maritime companies
collated by Bloomberg.

Of those, 329 were oil or
gas tankers. Kpler said last
week that 172 million barrels
of crude and refined prod-
ucts were at sea in the Gulf
as of April 7The latest vessels
to leave the Gulf on Monday
were the Auroura, owned
by an India-based company
and carrying 38,287 tonnes
of naptha from Iran, and the
New Future, owned by a Chi-
na-based firm and carrying
44424 tonnes of gas oil from
the UAE, according to Kpler.

The Auroura is under US
sanctions for transporting
Iranian petroleum products.

More than 50 very large
crude carriers are stuck in
the Gulf -- including nine

without agreement.

“I can tell you that we’ve
been called by the other side.
They’d like to make a deal.
Very badly, very badly,” Trump
told reporters outside the Oval
Office, without identifying
which officials had called.

owned by Japanese compa-
nies and five each by com-
panies from China, Greece
and South Korea, according
to Bloomberg data and oth-
er maritime companies.Just
one empty LNG tanker has
crossed the strait during the
war.

Dozens of vessels targeted

No new attacks on
ships have been report-
ed since the ceasefire
started.

The IRGC claimed three
attacks on ships between
Saturday and Tuesday, and
one has been confirmed by
the International Maritime
Organization (IMO).Some 29
commercial ships, includ-
ing 13 tankers, have been
attacked or have reported
incidents in the region since
March 1, according to the
IMO, the UK Maritime Trade
Operations Centre and Van-
guard Tech.
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eartiest congratu-
lations to Mr. Péter
Magyar and the Tisza
Party on your resound-
ing election victory.
India and Hungary are
bound by deep-rooted
friendship, shared val-
ues and enduring mutual
respect. I look forward
to working closely with
you to further strengthen
our bilateral cooperation
and to advance the vital
India-EU Strategic Part-
nership for the shared
prosperity and well-be-
ing of our peoples.
@narendramodi

here is no military
objective that jus-
tifies the wholesale de-
struction of a society’s
infrastructure or the
deliberate infliction of
suffering on civilian pop-
ulations.
@antonioguterres

eform is not optional
for those of us in the
global health system.

In February, Member
States entrusted @WHO
with a country-centred,
inclusive and transparent
reform process, drawing
on our presence in 150+
countries. We are now
shaping this joint pro-
cess and will present it
for consideration at the
World Health Assembly
in May.

Encouragingly, we are
seeing engagement and
convergence around key
principles

@DrTedros

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our
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