
Patriotism in action: HM King hails ministry’s vital role

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme 

Commander of the Bahrain De-
fence Force, yesterday praised 
the Ministry of Interior for its 
key role in maintaining security, 
stability, and safeguarding the 
nation’s achievements.

During visit to the ministry, 
His Majesty was received by 
General Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-
dulla Al Khalifa, Minister of 
Interior, and senior officials. 
HM commended the dedica-
tion, discipline, efficiency, and 
patriotism of security personnel 
in protecting citizens and resi-
dents across Bahrain.

HM the King also highlight-

ed the continuous coordina-
tion between the Ministry of 
Interior, the Bahrain Defence 
Force, the National Guard, 
and other security agencies, 
noting their central role in 
strengthening the national se-
curity system and consolidating  
stability.

His Majesty reiterated Bah-
rain’s firm stance against the 

recent unjustified attacks on 
the Kingdom, Arab nations, and 
friendly states by Iran, affirming 
the Kingdom’s commitment to 
peace, cooperation, and good 
neighborliness.

Bahrain, HM said, will remain 
a safe haven, advancing steadily 
in development thanks to the 
unity, loyalty, and dedication of 
its citizens.

Bahrain’s renewable 
energy plan, approved 
in 2017, aims to raise 
renewables to 20 per 

cent by 2035 as part of 
the Kingdom’s goal of 

achieving carbon neu-
trality by 2060.

KNOW

BETTER

220 fils (includes VAT)

W a t c h f u l  a n d  r e a d y  t o  r e s p o n d

Nuclear power 
on Bahrain’s radar

Kingdom mulls peaceful use of nuclear energy

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Bahrain is studying the 
potential use of nuclear 
small modular reactors 

(SMRs) as part of efforts to di-
versify its future energy mix, 
while continuing to expand 
rooftop solar and other renew-
able projects.

The Electricity and Water Au-
thority (EWA) said it is assess-
ing the feasibility of emerging 
technologies, including SMRs, as 
it explores options that could be 
incorporated into the national 
power system. The clarification 
came in reply to a parliamen-
tary query from MP Ahmed Al 
Salloom.

Bahrain’s power stations cur-
rently generate about 20,000 
gigawatt-hours of electrici-
ty annually, with renewables 
contributing only about 1.5 per 
cent. Just 70 homes have roof-
top solar systems in service.

EWA said 372 renewable en-
ergy projects with a combined 
capacity of more than 141 meg-

awatts are already operational. 
Work is under way on a further 
54 distributed projects expected 
to raise total capacity to nearly 
500 megawatts in the coming 
years.

Solar remains the main focus, 
with projects planned across 
several sites with a total ca-
pacity of about 500 megawatts. 
These include the expansion 
of Al Dur Renewable Energy 
Station with capacity of around 
100 megawatts.

A tender has also been float-

ed for Bahrain’s first solar 
power plant under a strategic 
partnership with the private 
sector, expected to produce 
about 150 megawatts, along-
side plans for central power 
stations adding a further 250  
megawatts.

The authority said the net 
metering policy introduced un-
der Ministerial Resolution No. 
2 of 2017 has helped encourage 
home solar, allowing house-
holds to use generated power 
and export surplus electricity to 

the grid for bill credits.
A 2-megawatt wind pilot 

project has also been launched, 
while a feasibility study is under 
way into a floating wind farm. 
However, current costs do not 
yet support wider deployment.

SMR technology is still un-
der development and has not 
yet been widely deployed com-
mercially. Any future use would 
require licensing under interna-
tional standards.

Yasser Humaidan, Minister of Electricity and Water Affairs, Ahmed Al Salloom, 
MP

Multi-vehicle crash 
clogs Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Salman Street
TDT | Manama

A multi-vehicle collision 
on Sheikh Khalifa Bin 

Salman Street near the Buri 
area, heading towards Ham-
ad Town, caused traffic con-
gestion after an oil spill on 
the road.

Authorities responded 
quickly and began clear-
ing the spill to restore the 
smooth flow of traffic.

Mideast war cuts 
Hormuz strait 
transit to 77 ships: 
maritime data firm
London, United Kingdom

Only 77 ships have so far 
crossed the Strait of 

Hormuz in March as the 
Mideast war disrupts one of 
the world’s most vital ship-
ping routes, a maritime data 
firm reported yesterday. 

Lloyd’s List Intelligence 
said most of these vessels 
belonged to the so-called 
“shadow fleet” -- ships used 
to skirt Western sanctions 
and regulations, typically 
linked to Russia and Iran.

They are often ageing 
ships in poor condition, 
without proper insurance 
and with opaque ownership.

The 77 transits recorded 
so far this month compare 
with 1,229 passages be-
tween March 1 and 11 last 
year, according to Lloyd’s 
List Intelligence.

Air defences down 121 missiles, 193 drones: BDF
TDT | Manama

A total of 121 ballistic missiles 
and 193 drones have been 

intercepted by Bahrain’s air de-
fence systems since the start of 
“hostile Iranian aggression”, 
the General Command of the 
Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) 
announced.

The command said the King-
dom’s skies remain secure, 
praising the exceptional com-
bat readiness and vigilance of 
BDF personnel and commend-
ing their sustained operational 
effectiveness in defending the 
country.

It also urged the public to 
exercise maximum caution for 

their safety. Citizens and resi-
dents were advised to stay clear 
of affected areas and suspicious 
objects, avoid filming or pho-
tographing military operations 
or debris sites, refrain from 
spreading unverified informa-
tion and rely only on official 
government channels for up-
dates and advisories.

F1 races in Bahrain, 
Saudi 'cancelled or 
postponed': source 
to AFP
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Formula One races in 
Bahrain and Saudi Ara-

bia will be cancelled or re-
scheduled as the Middle 
East war engulfs the region, 
a source with knowledge 
of the matter told AFP on 
Friday.

"The F1 in Saudi and Bah-
rain won't happen at their 
scheduled time," the source 
said, requesting anonym-
ity to discuss a sensitive  
topic.

Formula One will an-
nounce soon that  the 
races "have been can-
celled or postponed to 
a later date", the source  
added. Bahrain is cur-
rently scheduled for April 
10-12 and Saudi a week  
later. 

Neighbouring Qatar has 
also been targeted by Ira-
nian attacks with the first 
round of the World Endur-
ance Championship (WEC) 
which had been slated for 
March 26-28 now post-
poned until October.

US offers $10 
million for 
information on 
Mojtaba Khamenei
Agencies

The US State Department 
is offering up to $10 

million for information on 
Iran’s new Supreme Lead-
er, Mojtaba Khamenei, and 
other senior officials. The 
appeal was made public 
through the department’s 
Rewards for Justice pro-
gramme.

Her Highness Shaikha Sheema 
bint Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Head of Humanitarian 
Voluntary Initiatives at the 
Royal Humanitarian Foundation 
(RHF), visited Salmaniya Medical 
Complex to check on the health 
of those injured from Sitra and 
other areas following the recent 
Iranian attacks on residential 
neighbourhoods and civilian sites.
The visit was part of the Sheem 
Al Khair humanitarian voluntary 
initiatives, aimed at providing 
relief and support to affected 
families and demonstrating 
solidarity with victims of the 
attacks.

US sending 
additional Marines, 
ships
Washington, United States

The United States is 
sending more Marines 

and ships to the Middle East 
two weeks into the US-Is-
raeli campaign against Iran, 
US media reported on Fri-
day. The Wall Street Journal 
quoted US officials as saying 
the Japan-based USS Tripoli 
and its attached Marines 
are en route to the region, 
while The New York Times 
reported that some 2,500 
Marines aboard as many as 
three ships were headed for 
the Middle East.

Over 60,000 
volunteers join 
national relief 
campaign
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Power bills stayed under 
BD150 despite summer 

Hasan Barakat | Mohammed 
Darwish
TDT | Manama

Most Bahraini households 
kept monthly electricity 

use below 5,000 units even dur-
ing the peak summer months, 
with the vast majority of bills 
staying under BD150, accord-
ing to figures released by the 
Electricity and Water Authority 
(EWA).

The data was provided in re-
ply to a parliamentary question 

by MP Mahdi Abdulaziz Al Shu-
waikh on household electricity 
consumption between May and 
September in 2023, 2024 and 
2025. EWA said most domestic 
accounts did not exceed 5,000 
units during the period. Among 
subsidised homes, the share 
below that level stood at 95 per 
cent in May 2025 before easing 
to 82 per cent by September 
as summer demand rose. Un-
subsidised homes showed lit-
tle change, with around 98 to 
99 per cent staying below the 

threshold. In 2025, the number 
of subsidised residential ac-
counts consuming below 5,000 
units fell from 139,553 in May to 
87,128 in September as temper-
atures increased.

Despite the seasonal rise in 
consumption, the authority said 
the vast majority of electricity 
and water bills remained at or 
below BD150. E

WA said the figures reflect 
generally moderate consump-
tion patterns among Bahraini 
households. 

Government says Nurana Island projects already underway
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

The government has reject-
ed a parliamentary call 

to speed up development on 
Nurana Island, saying planning 
and infrastructure works are 
already in progress.

Authorities noted that plan-
ning began after landowners 
submitted subdivision applica-
tions, with the plan approved 
on 8 December 2011. Infra-
structure and urban projects 
are moving forward in line with 
Bahrain’s population growth, 
investment activity, and Bah-
rain Economic Vision 2030 
goals to improve living stand-
ards and urban functionality.

T h e  g ove r n m e n t  h i g h -
lighted Resolution No. 788 of 
2024, which links subdivision 

approvals to the completion 
of secondary infrastructure 
works, ensuring timely delivery 
of internal facilities. Applicants 
must now carry out these works 
within subdivision boundaries 
and connect them to the main 
network.

Traffic and planning stud-
ies are underway for access to 
Nurana Island and Seef Mari-
na, with road networks to be 

built once designs are approved 
and funding is allocated. Infra-
structure services, including 
sewerage, will be executed by 
developers under Ministry of 
Works supervision.

The government said these 
measures already meet the aims 
of the parliamentary proposal, 
ensuring integrated, sustaina-
ble development while protect-
ing public resources.

Over 60,000 volunteers join national relief campaign
TDT |  Manama

More than 60,000 volun-
teers have registered for 

the “Bahrain is Well Because 
You Are Its People” campaign, 
launched through the National 
Volunteering Platform to sup-
port national relief efforts fol-
lowing the Iranian attacks.

Some volunteers have already 
begun field assignments, while 
others are being deployed in 
phases according to operational 
needs and required expertise. 
Applications are reviewed, and 
volunteers are matched with 

tasks to ensure their skills are 
effectively used.

Requirments
Opportunities cover health, 

engineering, logistics,  ad-
ministrat ion,  monitoring, 
and other specialisations as  
needed. 

Tasks include managing shel-
ter centres, assisting with dam-
age in affected areas, contribut-
ing to rehabilitation and recon-
struction in Sitra, and support-
ing elderly citizens with daily 
needs—demonstrating Bahrain’s 
spirit of solidarity.Authorities said additional volunteers will be contacted in stages based on operational requirements and available assignments.
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Gulf Air launches 
limited flights via 
Dammam airport
TDT | Manama

Gulf Air has announced 
the launch of limited 

flights connecting King 
Fahd International Airport 
in Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 
to London Heathrow Air-
port in the UK, Chhatrapati 
Shivaji International Air-
port in Mumbai, India, and 
Suvarnabhumi Airport in 
Bangkok, Thailand, starting 
March 11, 2026.

The initiative allows pas-
sengers to travel internation-
ally while Bahraini airspace 
remains closed. The airline 
clarified that these flights 
are exclusively for passen-
gers who meet Bahrain’s 
entry and exit requirements.

Travelers must register 
through the official link and 
submit their travel details 
along with a confirmed 
booking to secure passage.

Return
Starting March 11, Gulf 

Air will operate flights from 
Dammam to London Heath-
row, Mumbai, and Bangkok, 
with return journeys to 
Dammam. 

The airline emphasized 
that only passengers with 
confirmed bookings will 
be transported between 
Bahrain and Dammam, and 
travelers are advised not to 
proceed to the departure 
gate without a confirmed 
reservation.

Grief and solidarity
Bahraini woman killed and eight injured in Iranian attack on Seef residential building

TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Interi-
or has confirmed that 
a 29-year-old Bahraini 

woman was killed and eight 
others were injured in a brutal 
Iranian attack on a residential 
building in the capital, Manama.

The incident, which took 
place at dawn in the Seef sub-
urb, has deeply shaken Bahraini 
society and sparked widespread 
grief and solidarity.

The deceased, Sarah Abdul-
hameed Dashti, succumbed to 
her injuries at the scene of the 
attack.

Funeral
A large crowd of citizens at-

tended her funeral earlier yes-
terday, accompanying her final 
procession to Al-Hoora Cem-
etery.

Family, friends, and residents 
gathered in the rain, offering 
prayers for the young woman 
and prayers for the safety of the 
Kingdom and its people.

Mourners condemned the 
“treacherous” aggression, re-
affirming their support for the 
Kingdom’s leadership in safe-
guarding national security and 

stability.

Injuries
The attack not only caused the 

tragic loss of life but also injured 
several civilians and damaged 

the targeted building, as well as 
nearby structures.

Authorities immediately 
launched field operations to as-
sist the injured and secure the 
area.

The mourning ceremonies 
are set to continue today at the 

Imam Reza mourning hall in 
Tashan, where residents will 
gather to offer condolences to 
the family.

Mood
This incident comes amid a 

series of attacks targeting Bah-
rain, leaving a somber mood 
across the Kingdom.

Yet, it has also highlighted a 
spirit of national unity and re-
silience, as citizens stand firmly 
behind their leadership during 
these challenging times.

A funeral procession for Sarah Abdulhameed Dashti
The damaged in the aftermath of the Iranian drone strike in the Seef district at 
dawn. (AFP)

Mourners condemned the treacherous aggression 
while reaffirming their support for the Kingdom’s 
leadership in safeguarding national security and 

stability.
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Riffa Advance to King’s Cup Semi-Finals
Muharraq to meet Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in Final 4

Hussain Maskati
TDT | Manama

The King’s Cup, Bahrain’s 
premier football compe-
tition, saw Riffa secure a 

place in the semi-finals with a 
4–1 victory over Bahrain Club. 
Muharraq will face either Al 
Ahli or Al Ettifaq in the semi-fi-
nals, as their quarter-final went 
into extra time and extended 
past the TDT deadline, leaving 
the semi-final pairing pending 
the final result.

At Khalifa Sports City, sev-
en-time winners Riffa (1972/73, 
1984/85, 1985/86, 1997/98, 
2009/10, 2018/19, 2020/21) 
looked every bit the side chas-
ing silverware, aiming to add to 
the Khalid bin Hamad Cup they 
won earlier this season. They 
dominated from the first whistle 
against two-time winners Bah-
rain Club (1970, 1971). Inside the 
opening minute, Serbian forward 
Dejan Georgijevic raced down 
the right and slotted a composed 
finish into the bottom corner. 
Bahrain Club, who have not beat-
en Mohammed Mashaan’s side in 
their last ten meetings, struggled 
to regain rhythm as the Sky Blues 
controlled possession and probed 
relentlessly.

In the 30th minute, a slick 
move on the right saw Wellington 
Moreira loft a measured ball into 
the box, where Samuel Toscas 

backheeled it into the path of Ali 
Madan, who doubled the lead. 
Six minutes later, Georgijevic 
completed his brace after a de-

fensive lapse, calmly placing the 
ball into the net. Riffa made it 4–0 
in the 63rd minute when substi-
tutes combined perfectly: Sayed 

Redha Isa delivered a low cross 
that Ebrahim Al Khattal volleyed 
home. Bahrain Club pulled one 
back in the 76th minute via an 

own goal from Ali Haram, but 
Riffa’s dominance was never 
in doubt, and the Sky Blues ad-
vanced 4–1.

Meanwhile, at Bahrain Na-
tional Stadium, nine-time King’s 
Cup winners Al Ahli (1959/60, 
1967/68, 1976/77,  1981/82, 
1986/87, 1990/91, 2000/01, 
2002/03, 2023/24) faced First 
Division leaders Al Ettifaq in a 
tense, end-to-end contest. Al Et-
tifaq took the lead in the 12th 
minute through Mauritanian 
winger Ahmed Koory, but Al 
Ahli equalised from a penalty in 
the 20th minute, converted by 
Abdulla AlHashash. Seven min-
utes later, Victor Gabriel tapped 
in Joao Victor Coutinho’s low 
cross to put Al Ahli ahead. De-
spite rattling the crossbar twice 
and producing a sensational scor-
pion-kick effort saved by Sayed 
Shubbar Alawi, Al Ettifaq forced 
a dramatic 2–2 equaliser in the 
last minute through a penalty 
from Moroccan Abdelghafour 
Mehri.

With the quarter-finals con-
cluded, Muharraq will face ei-
ther Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in one 
semi-final, while Al Khaldiya 
meet Riffa in the other, complet-
ing the line-up for the final four 
of this year’s King’s Cup.

Riffa players celebrate a goal in their quarter-final win over Bahrain Club yesterday
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United Kingdom: 
People over the state 

pension age can travel 
free on local buses na-
tionwide, which helps 

many elderly residents 
reach hospitals and 

medical appointments

KNOW

BETTER

Important Notice for Ordinary and Extraordinary 
General Meetings for the year 2025

In light of the prevailing circumstances and in the interest of public 
safety, the Board of Directors of Bahrain Islamic Bank BISB B.S.C hereby 
announces that the Ordinary and Extraordinary General Meetings 
scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 17 March 2026 at 11:00 a.m. Bahrain 
time, will be conducted virtually through the eAGM Portal at: https://
eagm.bahrainclear.com 

For any inquiry, please contact the Corporate Secretary & Head of 
Governance on: board.secretary@bisb.com

Government backs 
stronger crisis 
media planning

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

The government has 
backed a parliamenta-

ry call for stronger media 
planning during major in-
cidents and emergencies, 
saying a specialised crisis 
team is already in place and 
response plans are regularly 
updated.

In a reply to Parliament 
signed by Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Ghanim Al 
Buainain, the government 
said it had reviewed the ur-
gent proposal and support-
ed its objective.

The letter said a quali-
fied team has been formed 
to manage crises from a 
media perspective, bring-
ing together specialists in 
strategic communication, 
community awareness, me-
dia relations, digital media, 
editing and international 
communication.

It added that comprehen-
sive media plans have been 
prepared for risks listed in 
the National Risk Register 
and are regularly updated 
in line with changes to the 
register and the operations 
of the National Contact 
Centre.

The government also con-
ducts training programmes 
and simulation scenarios 
to test responses to dif-
ferent emergencies, using 
both traditional and digi-
tal platforms. These exer-
cises involve coordination 
among government entities 
through the Government 
Communication Network.

The plans are implement-
ed through Bahrain Tele-
vision, Bahrain Radio, the 
Bahrain News Agency and 
social media channels, and 
are reviewed after each use 
to improve future crisis re-
sponse.

Ghanim Al Buainain, Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs

Free hospital rides 
for senior citizens

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Free transport to hospitals for 
senior citizens could soon 

become a reality under a par-
liamentary proposal aimed at 
making healthcare access easier 
for the elderly.

The initiative seeks to spare 
older Bahrainis the difficulty 
of arranging rides for routine 
medical visits, particularly 
those who live alone or cannot 
always rely on family members 
to accompany them.

Supporters say transport chal-
lenges often stand in the way of 
regular check-ups for seniors 
with chronic conditions, some-
times forcing them to delay or 

miss appointments altogether.
Lawmakers argue that a ded-

icated service would ease that 
burden, helping elderly patients 

reach hospitals and health cen-
tres on time and ensuring they 
receive proper treatment and 
follow-up care.

Representative image

Bahrainisation tops 
90% in some firms
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Bahrainisation rates in 
some companies have 

exceeded 90 per cent, 
the government said in a 
written reply to a propos-
al seeking to require home 
medicine delivery firms to 
employ only Bahrainis.

The proposal called for 
contracts with the Health 
Ministry to include a con-
dition requiring companies 
delivering medicines to 
homes to hire nationals for 
those jobs.

In its response, the gov-
ernment said the service is 
provided through contracts 
with specialised firms under 
laws governing government 
tenders and procurement.

It added that labour mar-
ket policies are designed 
to give Bahrainis priority 
in employment, with Bah-
rainisation applied flexibly 
depending on the nature of 
each sector. In some fields, 
the rate reaches 50 per cent 
and is enforced automat-
ically through approved 
electronic systems.

Companies that fail to 
meet the required Bahraini-
sation levels must pay an ad-
ditional BD500 fee for each 
new foreign work permit. 
Meeting the targets is also 
a condition for participating 
in government tenders.

The government said the 
proposal’s objective is al-
ready addressed through 
existing programmes aimed 
at increasing national em-
ployment, which are regu-
larly reviewed to keep pace 
with labour market chang-
es.

Primary health centres staffed entirely by Bahraini nurses
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Primary healthcare centres 
across the Kingdom are 

now staffed entirely by Bahraini 
nurses, achieving 100 per cent 
Bahrainisation, the government 
said in a written reply to Parlia-
ment. The disclosure came in 
response to a proposal seeking 
to raise the Bahrainisation rate 
in nursing at Salmaniya Medical 

Complex and health centres to 
full national staffing.

The government said qual-
ified Bahraini professionals 
remain the first choice for em-
ployment in the health sector, 
particularly in medical and 
nursing roles, as part of efforts 
to strengthen national partici-
pation in the workforce.

It added that a number of 
non-Bahraini nurses in gov-
ernment hospitals have already 

been replaced by Bahraini staff 
as vacancies arise and funding 
approvals are secured.

Officials said the expansion 
of national talent in healthcare 
is supported by an integrated 
legal and regulatory frame-
work, including the National 
Health Insurance Law issued 
under Law No. 23 of 2018, which 
aims to ensure sustainable and 
high-quality healthcare servic-
es. Regulations issued by the 

Supreme Council of Health, 
in coordination with the Civil 
Service Bureau, also govern re-
cruitment, promotions, salaries 
and incentives for employees in 
government health institutions.

The government said these 
measures are intended to sup-
port the growth of Bahraini 
professionals in the sector 
while maintaining the quality 
and sustainability of healthcare 
services. 

Government says free transport ‘already in place’
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Free transport for elderly 
patients attending medi-

cal appointments is already 
being provided through 
existing health services, 
the government said in 
a written response to a 
parliamentary proposal.

According to the re-
ply, older residents 
are supported 
through a range 
of Ministry of 

Health initiatives designed to 
ease access to clinics and hos-
pitals. These include mobile 

clinics, home care, and 
hospital transport 

for patients who 
need it.

P r i m a r y 
h e a l t h c a r e 
centres oper-
ate mobile clin-
ics for elderly 
patients unable 

to attend in 
person, of-
fering med-
ical consul-
tations, lab 

tests, social support services, 
and remote consultations with 
family doctors.

Hospital transport is also 
available for patients who 
lack other means of travel or 
whose medical condition re-
quires transfer in official hos-
pital vehicles. Kidney patients 
at Salmaniya Medical Complex 
and the Abdulrahman Kanoo 
Kidney Centre were cited as 
examples of those receiving 
the service.

The government noted that 
home medical care is provided 
to patients who cannot visit 
hospitals, including psychiatric 

and cancer patients, particular-
ly among the elderly.

On this basis, authorities said 
the proposal’s objectives are al-
ready being met through exist-
ing services, which are offered 
in multiple forms across the 
health system.

MP Dr Maryam Al Dhaen, 
who put forward the propos-
al, said added that there was 
a clear shortfall in support for 
the wider strategic plan for el-
derly care, saying many older 
people face mobility prob-
lems, while some also live with 
health conditions that require 
medical devices at all times.

Dr Maryam Al 
Dhaen, MP

Dr. Mohammed Ali Bahzad, 
Ambassador of Bahrain to Belgium 
and Head of the Kingdom’s Mission to 
the European Union, met with Hélène 
Le Gal, Director-General Managing 
Director for the Middle East and 
North Africa at the European External 
Action Service. During the meeting, 
Ambassador Bahzad expressed 
appreciation for the European Union’s 
solidarity with the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and the countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in response 
to the recent blatant Iranian attacks. 
He also commended the strong and 
growing partnership between Bahrain 
and the European Union across several 
key sectors, as well as the continued 
exchange of high-level visits between 
the two sides. He emphasised the 
importance of further strengthening 
cooperation and coordination between 
Bahrain and the European Union, 
expanding joint engagement in areas 
of mutual interest, and advancing 
bilateral relations to broader levels 
that serve shared priorities and 
common interests.
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Globally, it is esti-
mated that around 
300,000 babies are 
born each year with 
sickle cell disease, 

with the majority in 
sub-Saharan Africa, 

India, and the Middle 
East. 

KNOW WHAT

Lawmakers push for women’s sickle cell 
facility, government says needs are met
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Lawmakers are pushing 
for a dedicated facility 
for women with sickle 

cell disease, citing long waits, 
overcrowding, and privacy 
concerns, but the government 
says the Kingdom’s needs are 
already met through a special-
ised short-stay unit at Salmani-
ya Medical Complex, which 
opened in February 2024 and 
has reportedly cut waiting times 
and received positive patient  
feedback.

The unit, designed exclusively 
for female sickle cell patients, 
features 12 beds, a waiting area, 
and a treatment room. Offi-
cials said it was created after 

a review of available hospital 
space by a specialist engineer-

ing firm. Since opening, the fa-
cility has reduced the period 

between registration and triage 
to five minutes from about 30, 
while the average wait to see 
an emergency doctor has fallen 
to 15 minutes from around an 
hour. Authorities added that pa-
tients have responded positively 
and no complaints have been  
received.

The government also high-
lighted Bahrain’s approval of 
the gene therapy CASGEVY for 
sickle cell disease, making the 
Kingdom the first in the region 
and the second in the world to 
allow its use. Officials said gov-
ernment hospitals and primary 
healthcare centres coordinate 
treatment for both emergency 
and long-term cases through a 
unified clinical protocol aimed 
at reducing hospital admissions.

The proposal for a fully 
equipped facility was submitted 
in February 2023 by MPs Jaleela 
Alawi, Mahmoud Fardan, Mo-
hsin Al Asboul, Ahmed Qarata, 
and Hanan Fardan. They argued 
that the current 12-bed capacity 
is insufficient for Bahrain’s 4,393 
female sickle cell patients, com-
pared with 4,271 male patients. 
Lawmakers said that when 
wards are full, waiting times 
can stretch to two days, and that 
a dedicated facility would im-
prove privacy and limit exposure 
to infections.

The debate reflects a wider 
discussion over how best to bal-
ance specialised care with ef-
ficient use of existing hospital 
resources, as Bahrain seeks to 
expand access to advanced treat-

ments while managing patient 
flow and safety.

Jaleela Alawi, MP

Plan to train new Bahraini 
doctors wins backing
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

The government has backed 
a proposal to strengthen 

training and employment op-
portunities for Bahraini doc-
tors in the private sector.

The proposal calls for the 
Labour Fund (Tamkeen) to 
support training for newly 
graduated doctors in private 
hospitals through a wage-sup-
port model linked to practical 
work in government hospitals.

In its reply, the government 
said several programmes 
are already in place to help 
Bahraini doctors begin their 
careers and encourage their 
employment in private health-
care.

Among them is the six-
month “Taheel” programme, 
which provides advanced 
training in general medicine. 
Under the scheme, newly 
graduated doctors working in 
the private sector spend two 
days a week training in gov-
ernment hospitals and three 
days in private practice to gain 

practical experience.
Tamkeen also offers wage 

support to private hospitals 
and clinics hiring Bahraini 
doctors, provided salaries are 
not less than BD800. Addition-
al programmes support career 
development and specialist 
training for doctors seeking 
further qualifications.

The government said these 
initiatives aim to improve em-
ployment prospects for Bah-
raini doctors, develop their 
skills and strengthen national 
participation in the healthcare 
sector. It added that the pro-
posal’s objectives are largely in 
line with programmes already 
being implemented.

Representative image

MPs urge immediate measures 
to safeguard fishermen

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Lawmakers are urging to take 
urgent steps to support fish-

ermen and protect the future of 
this long-standing profession.

A proposal on this is set to be 
discussed during the upcoming 
session.  

Supporters say the fishing 
sector has faced several chal-
lenges recently,  including 
rising operational costs and 
pressures that have made it in-

creasingly difficult for many 
fishermen to continue their  
work.

Members noted that protect-
ing the profession is not only 
an economic issue but also a 
cultural one, as fishing remains 
an important part of Bahrain’s 
maritime heritage.

They stressed that supporting 
fishermen would help sustain 
coastal communities while pre-
serving a craft that has shaped 
the Kingdom’s history for gen-
erations.

Government pledges support to protect maritime trade
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

The government has ex-
pressed support for Par-

liament’s call to assist fish-
ermen and seafarers, noting 
that existing programmes 
are already designed to sus-

tain the trade and protect  
incomes.

Authorities highlighted Tam-
keen, set up under Law No. 57 
of 2006, as a key source of aid. 
The fund provides schemes 
for Bahraini workers, includ-
ing fishermen, to boost pro-
ductivity and earnings. Sup-

port also covers private firms 
and holders of commercial 
registrations through hiring 
incentives and equipment  
funding.

The government added that 
fishing is closely tied to pro-
tecting marine resources and 
food security. Assistance for 

diesel, equipment, and supplies 
is also available via the Bahrain 
Development Bank. Officials 
said programmes are continu-
ally reviewed to meet the real 
needs of fishermen while en-
suring economic stability and 
sustainable marine resources 
for the future.

Government: Round-the-clock 
emergency care covers all of Bahrain
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Health centres, hospital 
emergency units, am-

bulance bases, and Civil 
Defence stations provide 
round-the-clock emer-
gency care across Bah-
rain, said Ghanim Al 
Buainain, Minister 
of Parliamentary 
Affairs.

The minis-
try’s statement 
c a m e  i n  re -
sponse to a par-

liamentary proposal calling for 
expanded emergency coverage. 
Al Buainain said the proposal 
had been reviewed, but the ser-

vices requested are already 
in place.

Nine primary health-
care centres now op-
erate 24 hours a day 

across all governo-
rates, while gov-

ernment hospitals and Royal 
Medical Services hospitals han-
dle emergency cases around the 
clock. Civil Defence stations 
cover assigned areas, coordi-
nating multiple centres when 
major fires or serious accidents 
occur.

The National Ambulance 
Service operates 13 centres and 
points—including King Hamad 
University Hospital, Muharraq, 
Al Hidd, Hamad Town, the mil-
itary hospital, Aali, Ma’ameer, 
Jaw, Mina Salman, Maqaba, 
and King Hamad Bridge—plus 
points in Durrat Al Bahrain 

and Sitra. These sites are ful-
ly equipped to respond imme-
diately, supported by modern 
communications and geograph-
ic systems that help reduce re-
sponse times.

Al Buainain noted that new 
ambulance centres are planned 
in other areas to further 
strengthen urgent medical care. 
He added that the aims of the 
parliamentary proposal are al-
ready met through the existing 
24-hour health centres, hospital 
emergency units, Civil Defence 
stations, and National Ambu-
lance operations.

Ghanim Al Buainain, 
Minister of 
Parliamentary 
Affairs

MPs call to restore cancelled 
housing applications
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Lawmakers are seeking to 
reinstate housing applica-

tions that were cancelled after 
applicants’ salaries increased.

The proposal urges a review 
of cases where applicants lost 
eligibility due to income rises, 
arguing that many had already 
spent years on waiting lists and 
face uncertainty about their 

housing prospects.
Supporters said salary in-

creases, while positive, should 
not automatically disqualify 
applicants—especially when 
higher income does not nec-
essarily make private housing 
affordable. They added that 
restoring these applications 
would provide relief to fam-
ilies still in need of housing 
support despite modest in-
come growth.
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The statement of His 
Royal Highness the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
“Bahrain is well as long as 
you, its people, are well,” 
is a message to citizens 

and traders to strengthen 
solidarity and protect the 

stability of the local market.
MR. KHALID AL-AMIN, CHAIRMAN OF BC

The FATF review 
refers to an assess-
ment conducted by 
the Financial Action 

Task Force (FATF), an 
intergovernmental 

body that sets global 
standards to combat 
money laundering, 
terrorist financing, 

and other threats to 
the international 

financial system.

KNOW WHAT

Law tightening financial crime 
penalties heads to Parliament
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

MPs will review amend-
ments aimed at strength-

ening penalties for financial 
crimes when Parliament takes 
up a report by the Financial 
and Economic Affairs Com-
mittee on Decree Law No. 37 
of 2025.

The decree amends Article 
161 of the Central Bank of Bah-
rain and Financial Institutions 
Law (Law No. 64 of 2006) as 
part of efforts to enhance the 
Kingdom’s financial regulatory 
framework.

According to the commit-
tee’s report, the changes are in-
tended to strengthen Bahrain’s 
ability to combat financial 
crimes and ensure compliance 

with international standards 
on anti-money laundering and 
counter-terrorism financing.

The amendments introduce 
stricter penalties for viola-
tions, particularly by virtual 
asset service providers, to im-
prove deterrence and protect 
the national financial system.

The move also comes as Bah-
rain prepares for international 
assessments of its compliance 
with recommendations issued 
by the Financial Action Task 
Force.

The committee said the 
measures would support fi-
nancial stability, improve 
transparency and reinforce 
investor confidence while 
strengthening Bahrain’s po-
sition as a regional financial 
centre.

Jail, million-BD fines to 
curb unlicensed finance
•  Legal update: 
Decree-Law No. 37 of 
2025 amends Article 161 
of the Central Bank of 
Bahrain and Financial 
Institutions Law, 
allowing imprisonment, 
fines, or both for 
violations, closing 
gaps in existing law.

•  FATF compliance: 
The changes were 
introduced urgently to 
align Bahrain with global 
anti-money-laundering 
and counter-terrorist-
financing standards 
ahead of the March 
2026 FATF review.

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain plans to intro-
duce jail terms alongside 
fines of up to BD1 million 

for breaches of Central Bank 
licensing rules, as authorities 
move to curb unlicensed finan-
cial and insurance activity and 
prepare for a March 2026 FATF 
review. The decree-law aims to 
close gaps in existing legisla-
tion, strengthen oversight, and 
protect the Kingdom’s financial 
system from money laundering 
and terror financing.

The measure, contained in 
Decree-Law No. 37 of 2025, 
amends Article 161 of the Cen-
tral Bank of Bahrain and Finan-
cial Institutions Law of 2006. 
Under the new wording, anyone 

who violates Articles 40 and 
41—or rules issued under Article 
42—could face imprisonment, 
a fine of up to BD1 million, or 
both. Harsher penalties under 
the Penal Code or other laws 
remain applicable.

Previously, only fines were 
allowed. The amendments spe-
cifically target unlicensed fi-
nancial activity and the misuse 
of protected financial or insur-
ance wording by parties without 
Central Bank approval.

Article 40 bars anyone from 
providing financial services sub-
ject to Central Bank oversight 
within Bahrain without a li-
cence and prohibits establishing 
financial institutions without 
approval, under the Commer-
cial Companies Law. Article 41 
bans unlicensed parties from 
using the word “bank” or similar 

terminology that suggests they 
conduct banking operations in 
trade names, addresses, letters, 
invoices, or notices.

The same restrictions apply to 
insurance activities. Only par-
ties registered under Article 74 
may use terms suggesting they 
provide insurance, reinsurance, 
brokerage, loss-adjusting, or 
agency services.

The government said the de-
cree-law was issued urgently 
because money laundering and 
terror financing methods are 
constantly evolving, and Bah-
rain must comply with FATF 
standards while addressing 
risks identified in its national 
assessment.

The Ministry of Interior sup-
ported the decree-law and its 
urgency in a written reply and 
at a 12 November 2025 com-

mittee meeting. Central Bank 
officials told the Financial and 
Economic Affairs Committee 
that the amendment closes gaps 
in existing law, allows prison, 
fines, or both, and ensures suf-
ficient time to demonstrate real 
impact ahead of the FATF re-
view. They warned that failure 
to comply could lead to Bahrain 
being grey-listed.

Key financial stakeholders 
have also backed the measure. 
The Bahrain Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and the 
Bahrain Association of Banks 
endorsed the amendment, high-
lighting its role in strengthening 
legal and regulatory frameworks 
to combat financial crime. Par-
liament’s Financial and Eco-
nomic Affairs Committee rec-
ommended the law for approval, 
with unanimous support from 
all attending members.Ahmed Al Salloom, Chairman of Parliament’s Financial and Economic Affairs 

Committee 

Ensuring stable food supply
Coordination meeting held between the Chamber, government entities, shipping companies, and food traders

TDT | Manama 

The Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(BCCI) said it will contin-

ue coordinating with govern-
ment entities and the private 
sector to maintain smooth food 
supply chains and prevent mar-
ket disruptions. The Chamber 
affirmed that these joint efforts 
have helped achieve relative 
stability in local markets, reas-
suring citizens about the con-
tinuous availability of essential 
goods.

Mr. Khalid Al-Amin, Chair-
man of BCCI’s Food Sector 
Committee, made the remarks 
during a broad virtual coordi-
nation meeting that included 
representatives from Ports Man-
agement, Customs Affairs, the 
Public Health Directorate, the 
Ministry of Industry and Com-
merce, APM Terminals, Gulf Air, 
Bahrain Exports, A.P. Moller–
Maersk, and several food trad-
ers.

Al-Amin highlighted the role 

of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, whose market visits to check 
on essential goods and supply 

chains reflect the longstanding 
approach of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa in 
safeguarding national stabili-
ty. “Bahrain is well as long as 

you, its people, are well,” the 
Crown Prince stated during the 
visits—a message that, according 
to Al-Amin, guides the strategic 
framework for joint efforts be-

tween public and private sectors 
to protect market stability and 
strengthen food security.

The meeting addressed chal-
lenges in regional shipping 
movements and explored ways 
to ensure the continued flow of 
food products to the Kingdom. 
Participants reviewed logisti-
cal issues at regional ports and 
discussed alternative routes for 
smooth transfers to Bahrain. 
Matters such as refrigerated 
container handling, electrical 
connection requirements, and 
shipping documentation proce-
dures were also considered.

Proposals were made to ac-
celerate inspections and cus-
toms clearance processes, re-
duce logistical obstacles, and 
enhance coordination with 
shipping companies to direct 
shipments to the most suitable 
ports. Al-Amin stressed that ac-
curate, up-to-date information 
on port congestion and regula-
tions would help importers and 
shipping agents optimise trans-
port operations and avoid delays.

He concluded that the Bahrain 
Chamber will continue hold-
ing coordination meetings to 
monitor developments, ensure 
the stability of local markets, 
and maintain the availability 
of food commodities, thereby 
strengthening food security 
and reassuring consumers of 
sustainable supplies under all 
circumstances.

Government rejects dedicated 
pharmaceutical zone proposal

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Parliament’s proposal for 
a  dedicated  pharma -

ceutical industrial zone has 
been rejected by the gov-
ernment, which said Bah-
rain can expand the sector 
within existing industrial  
areas.

In a written reply, author-
ities argued that placing 
pharmaceutical industries in 
current zones is more eco-
nomically viable. The Bahrain 
Economic Development Board 
is studying investment oppor-
tunities and incentives in the 
sector, while the Ministry of 

Industry and Commerce has 
already identified pharma-
ceuticals as one of six target 
sectors under the Industrial 
Sector Strategy 2022–2026.

The government noted that 
demand for a specialised zone 
is limited and leasable space 
is available, making a stand-
alone zone unnecessary. It 
added that supporting the in-
dustry within existing indus-
trial areas, alongside the right 
infrastructure and incentives, 
would achieve the proposal’s 
goals.

The proposal had been ap-
proved by Parliament in Octo-
ber 2025 after submission by 
MP Ahmed Al Salloom.



Periods of geopolitical tension often create invisible psy-
chological pressures that affect societies far beyond the 
battlefield. The current conflict involving the United 

States, Israel, and Iran has heightened anxiety across the 
Middle East. While Bahrain is not a direct participant in the 
conflict, the country’s strategic position in the Gulf and its close 
security ties with Western allies mean that developments in 
the region inevitably influence the emotional climate within 
the kingdom. 

For residents of Bah-
rain, the ongoing tensions 
are not merely distant 
headlines.  The pres-
ence of international na-
val forces in the region, 
growing military activity 
in nearby waters, and the 
broader involvement of 
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) states have cre-
ated a sense of unease 
among many people. 
Bahrain hosts the United 
States Fifth Fleet, mak-
ing it an important stra-
tegic location in region-
al security architecture. 
When conflicts escalate 
between global powers 
and regional actors, such 
strategic assets natural-
ly attract attention and  
concern.

At the same time, oth-
er GCC countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Ku-
wait, and Oman are also navigating a delicate balance. These 
nations maintain complex relationships with both Western 
allies and regional powers. While they are keen to avoid direct 
involvement in the conflict, their geographic proximity and 
economic ties to the wider Middle East mean that any escala-
tion has potential consequences for security, trade routes, and 
energy markets.

In such an environment, the psychological impact on or-
dinary citizens should not be underestimated. Continuous 
exposure to alarming news, speculation on social media, and 
discussions about possible escalation can easily heighten stress 
levels. Feelings of uncertainty about the future, concerns about 
family safety, and worries about economic stability can gradu-
ally affect mental well-being.

One of the most effective ways to manage anxiety during 
such times is to exercise discipline in consuming information. 
In an era of instant news and viral content, rumours and exag-
gerated reports often travel faster than verified facts. Relying 
on official government announcements and credible news 
sources can help people stay informed without becoming  
overwhelmed.

Equally important is the role of community and social con-
nection. Bahrain’s society is known for its cultural diversity and 
strong sense of social cohesion. In moments of uncertainty, con-
versations within families, neighbourhoods, and workplaces 
provide reassurance and perspective. Shared experiences and 
mutual support can significantly reduce feelings of isolation 
and fear.

Maintaining daily routines also plays a critical role in protect-
ing mental health. Continuing with work, education, exercise, 
and social activities helps individuals retain a sense of stability 
and control. When daily life continues to function normally, it 
reassures people that despite regional tensions, the foundations 
of society remain strong.

Finally, perspective is essential. The Gulf region has expe-
rienced periods of geopolitical tension before, yet Bahrain 
has consistently demonstrated resilience through diplomacy, 
economic adaptability, and social unity. Rather than allowing 
uncertainty to dominate public sentiment, focusing on prepar-
edness, calm leadership, and collective responsibility can help 
societies navigate difficult moments.

In challenging times, safeguarding mental well-being be-
comes as important as ensuring physical security. For Bahrain 
and its residents, maintaining calm, staying informed, and 
strengthening community bonds can help preserve the stability 
and confidence that the nation has long been known for.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Daily Tribune)

Iran defiant

AFP | Tehran

Iranian officials led a pro-gov-
ernment rally as explosions 
rocked Tehran yesterday, 

while the US vowed to inten-
sify its bombing and President 
Donald Trump said it was his 
“honour” to be killing the Islamic 
republic’s leaders.

The hardline stances -- and 
fresh strikes unleashed by Israel 
and Iran -- presaged no let up in 
the conflict engulfing the Middle 
East and roiling the global energy 
market as it is about to enter its 
third week.

AFP journalists in Tehran re-
ported loud blasts over the city 
skies, as Israel’s military said it 
had hit more than 200 targets in 
western and central Iran in the 
past day.

US Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth told a news conference 
the US military would bombard 
Iran more heavily yesterday than 

any other day so far in the war.
He also said Iran’s new su-

preme leader, Mojtaba Khame-
nei, was “wounded and likely 
disfigured” in the February 
28 attack that killed his father 
and predecessor Ali Khame-
nei at the start of the US-Israeli  
campaign.

The United States will be hit-
ting Iran hard over the “over 
the next week”, Trump told Fox 
News Radio.

 Fresh strikes 
While Mojtaba Khamanei has 

not been seen in public since be-
ing named supreme leader, other 
Islamic republic officials defiant-
ly walked with pro-government 
demonstrators who waved flags 
and brandished banners reading 
“Death to America” and “Death 
to Israel”.

Iran’s state media said at 
least one woman was killed 
when blasts hit an area near the 

demonstration.
“These attacks are out of fear, 

out of desperation,” said Ali Lar-
ijani, secretary of the Supreme 
National Security Council, who 
attended the rally to mark Quds 
Day, the last Friday of Ramadan 
and a day of support for the Pal-
estinian cause.

“One who is strong wouldn’t 
bomb demonstrations at all. It’s 
clear that it (the enemy) has 

failed,” said Larijani in a speech 
broadcast on state TV.

President Masoud Pezeshki-
an and Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi also attended the rally, 
while images on Iranian media 
showed the head of the judiciary 
being interviewed just as a blast 
occurred.

Shortly afterwards, state tele-
vision said Iran had launched a 
fresh salvo of missiles at Israel.

Israeli policemen secure the site of a rocket strike in Zarzir, northern Israel
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One of the 
most effective 

ways to manage 
anxiety during 

such times is to 
exercise discipline 

in consuming 
information. 

Black smoke rises following an airstrike as Iranians take part in the Al-Quds (Jerusalem) Day rally, a commemoration in support of the Palestinian people on the last 
Friday of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, in Tehran
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Iran arrests man accused of running 
Starlink internet network: media
AFP | Tehran

Iranian authorities have ar-
rested a man accused of 

leading a network that sold ac-
cess to the internet via Starlink 
terminals, a technology that is 
banned in Iran, the ISNA news 
agency reported yesterday.

“A 37-year-old man, who had 
put in place a network in sev-
eral provinces of the country to 
sell access to the unrestricted 
internet via Starlink, has been 
arrested” in Shiraz, ISNA re-
ported, citing a deputy police 
commander for Fars province.

Iran says no one can 
exclude it from World Cup
AFP | Tehran

Iran says no one can exclude 
it from the World Cup later 

this year, in response to Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s warn-
ing that their “life and safety” 
would be at risk in the US.

The Iranian team also said 
in the social media post on 
Thursday that the United 
States should not be allowed 
to co-host the tournament if it 
could not guarantee the safety 
of the teams taking part.

Trump’s comments came 
just two days after he told FIFA 
chief Gianni Infantino the Ira-
nian players would be welcome 
despite the Middle East war.

“The Iran National Soc-
cer Team is welcome to The 
World Cup, but I really don’t 
believe it is appropriate that 
they be there, for their own 
life and safety,” Trump said on 
his Truth Social platform on 
Thursday.

Iran’s team responded: “The 
World Cup is a historic and 
international event and its gov-
erning body is FIFA -- not any 
individual, country.

“Iran’s national team, with 
strength and a series of deci-
sive victories achieved by the 
brave sons of Iran, was among 
the first teams to qualify for 
this major tournament.

Deadly explosions struck Tehran during Quds Day rallies as the Israel‑Iran war widens, 
bringing missiles, rationing, and mass displacement that destabilize the region, while Iran 

vows retaliation amid a deepening global oil shock



Building in Dubai financial district damaged after attack
AFP | Dubai

A building in Dubai’s finan-
cial district was hit by de-
bris from an intercepted 

attack yesterday, witnesses and 
an AFP journalist saw, days after 
firms evacuated the area as Iran 
threatened US and Israeli-linked 
economic targets.

On Wednesday, US banking gi-
ant Citi, consultancies Deloitte 
and PwC, as well as other firms 
closed their offices or told em-
ployees to leave, mainly in the 
Dubai International Financial 
Centre (DIFC), sources told AFP.

Iran’s threats sparked concern 
at the heart of the Middle East’s 
top financial hub, home to in-
ternational companies and mul-
ti-billion dollar businesses.

Two witnesses described see-
ing damage to a building in DIFC 
after hearing loud bangs. Dubai’s 
media office confirmed that the 
facade of a building in “central 
Dubai” had been hit by debris 
from a successful interception.

An AFP correspondent also saw 
the damaged building in DIFC 
after hearing the bangs.

“I jumped out of bed -- that 
was the loudest sound I’ve ever 
heard,” one of the witnesses liv-
ing close by told AFP, requesting 

anonymity.
“It was so loud, I was so sure 

when I looked out the window 
that it was going to be some-

thing catastrophic... The ground 
shook,” they added.

Another AFP correspondent 
described hearing a huge double 

blast that rattled buildings and 
left a large cloud of black smoke 
hanging over the central district.

On Thursday, a drone fell near 
DIFC, a day after Tehran threat-
ened to hit US and Israel-linked 
banks and other economic tar-
gets following a reported attack 
on a bank in Iran.

The United Arab Emirates’ air 
defences have intercepted more 
than 1,500 Iranian drones and 
nearly 300 missiles during the 
Middle East war -- by far more 
than any other country hit by 
Iran

Nasser Saidi, a former Lebanon 
minister and former chief econ-
omist at the DIFC Authority, told 
AFP that DIFC played a “strategic 
role” in Dubai’s long-term eco-
nomic plan and that was all the 
more important in the current 
climate.

“DIFC has transitioned from a 
regional hub to a top-tier global 
financial capital,” he said.

“The ongoing conflict high-
lights the necessity of a neutral, 
soundly regulated and operation-
ally resilient hub,” he added.

US vows intense strikes
AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump 
said in an interview aired 
yesterday that American 

forces would strike Iranian tar-
gets “very hard” in the coming 
days, signaling an intensifica-
tion of the US-Israeli campaign 
as the war in the Middle East 
approaches its third week.

Washington and its  al ly 
launched the offensive on 
February 28 with strikes that 

killed Iran’s supreme leader Ali 
Khamenei, triggering a widen-
ing regional war that has rattled 
global energy markets and drawn 
missile and drone attacks across 
the Gulf.

“We’re going to be hitting 
them very hard over the next 
week,” Trump told Fox News 
Radio, adding that he believed 
Iran’s leadership could even-
tually be toppled by its own  
people.

“I really think that’s a big hur-

dle to climb for people that don’t 
have weapons,” Trump said. “I 
think it’s a very big hurdle... It’ll 
happen, but it probably will be, 
maybe not immediately.”

The conflict has triggered 
turmoil in global energy mar-
kets after Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards (IRGC) effectively 
closed the Strait of Hormuz, 
the narrow Gulf waterway 
through which about a fifth of 
the world’s oil supply normally  
flows.

Smoke billows from the site of a strike on the outskirts of Tel Aviv as firefighters work to extinguish the fire

Demonstrators hold a large 
sign during a protest to call 
for “an end to the imperialist 
violence” amid the ongoing 
war in Iran outside MacDill Air 
Force Base, where US Central 
Command is headquartered, 
in Tampa, Florida

Young 
Israeli men 
perform 
a pre-
military 
training on 
the beach 
in Tel Aviv

A US Air 
Force B-52 
Stratofortres 
bomber 
lands at RAF 
Fairford in 
south-west 
England

Two dead as Oman thwarts 
drone attack: state media
AFP | Muscat

Two people died after se-
curity forces intercepted a 

drone in northern Oman, state 
media said yesterday.

Both victims in the inci-
dent at Al Awahi industri-
al area were expatriates, the 
Oman News Agency said, 
adding that other people were  
injured.

Mideast war ‘benefits no 
one and harms many’: Merz
AFP | Bardufoss

German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz said yesterday 

that the Middle East war must 
end “as soon as possible” as 
the conflict “benefits no-one 
and harms many economical-
ly, including us”.

Asked whether Europeans 
should make direct contact 
with Iran to ask for the Strait 
of Hormuz to be reopened, 
Merz said: “We are making 
every effort to end this war... 

all diplomatic channels are 
being used.”

Merz stressed that Ger-
many shared the “important 
goals of the United States and 
Israel”.

“Iran must not threaten Is-
rael and other neighbours,” 
Merz said, adding that Teh-
ran’s nuclear and ballistic 
missile programmes must 
end and that the Islamic re-
public “must stop support-
ing terrorism at home and  
beyond”.

Smoke rises above Dubai. Explosions rattled buildings in Dubai and a large cloud of smoke hung over a central area of the 
Middle East financial hub

Saudis down drone targeting Riyadh’s 
Diplomatic Quarter: defence ministry
AFP | Riyadh

Saudi forces intercepted a 
drone targeting Riyadh’s 

Diplomatic Quarter housing 

foreign embassies, the defence 
ministry said.

The “hostile drone” was 
downed “during an attempt to 
approach the Diplomatic Quar-

ter”, the ministry posted on X. 
Three more drones were in-
tercepted elsewhere in Saudi 
Arabia around the same time, 
the ministry said.

• An explosion 
during an annual 
pro-government 
rally in Tehran 
killed at least 
one person, state 
media reported

• Top Iranian 
leaders, including 
national security 
chief Ali Larijani, 
President Masoud 
Pezeshkian and 
Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi, 
appeared in public 
at a Tehran rally, 
in defiance of US-
Israeli strikes

• Iran’s 
Revolutionary 
Guards warned that 
if protests broke 
out in the country, 
their response 
would be “stronger” 
than in January, 
when thousands 
were killed

• NATO defences 
have shot down 
a third ballistic 
missile from Iran in 
Turkish airspace, 
Turkey’s defence 
ministry said

• An Iranian 
drone was 
responsible for 
the death of a 
French soldier in 
Iraq’s autonomous 
Kurdistan region, 
the first French 
casualty of the war, 
his commanding 
officer said

• Sri Lanka said 
it would repatriate 
the remains of 84 
Iranian sailors 
killed when a 
US submarine 
torpedoed their 
frigate off its coast 
on March 4

• The US embassy 
in Baghdad has 
warned of a “risk 
of kidnapping” of 
its citizens in Iraq

• An investigation 
led by a US general 
officer from 
outside the US 
Central Command 
(CENTCOM) 
will take “as long 
as necessary” to 
determine the 
facts of a strike 
on an elementary 
school in Iran, US 
Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth said

Trump says ‘honour’ to 
be killing Iranian military
AFP | London

President Donald Trump 
said yesterday he feels 

honored to be killing Iran’s 
leadership.

“They’ve been killing inno-
cent people all over the world 
for 47 years, and now I, as the 
47th President of the United 
States of America, am killing 
them. What a great honor it 
is to do so!” Trump posted on 
social media shortly after mid-
night in Washington.

Trump struck out at media 
coverage questioning the suc-
cess of the war, saying “you 
would incorrectly think that 
we are not winning.”

Iran’s military is “being dec-
imated, and their leaders have 
been wiped from the face of 
the earth,” he said.

“We have unparalleled fire-
power, unlimited ammunition, 
and plenty of time -- Watch 
what happens to these de-
ranged s******s today,” Trump 
posted on Truth Social.



Turkey confirms third ballistic 
missile from Iran shot down
AFP | Istanbul

Turkey’s defence ministry 
yesterday said a ballistic 

missile from Iran had been 
shot down in Turkish airspace 
by NATO forces in the third 
such incident of the Middle 
East war.

“A  b a l l i s t i c  m u n i t i o n 
launched from Iran and enter-
ing Turkish airspace was neu-
tralised by NATO air and mis-
sile defence assets deployed in 
the eastern Mediterranean,” a 
ministry statement said.

Hours earlier, sirens wailed 
at Turkey’s southern Incir-
lik airbase, a key NATO facility 
where US troops are stationed, 
state news agency Anadolu 
reported.

Local media also reported si-
rens in Batman, 600 kilometres 
(370 miles) further east.

NATO air defences shot 

down a first ballistic missile 
fired from Iran on March 4, 
with a second intercepted on 
Monday.

Residents of the southern 
city of Adana, next to Incirlik, 
were woken by sirens at 3:25 
am (0025 GMT) and several 
posted footage of a fast-moving 
object that appeared to be on 
fire, the Ekonomim business 
news website reported.

According to defence news 
site SavunmaSanayiST, these 
objects could be “fragments of 
a third ballistic missile” or of 
the interceptor, which would 
have burned up upon entering 
the atmosphere before falling 
back to the ground.

Separately, sirens sounded in 
Batman around 4:00 am, with 
reporters saying the alarm ap-
peared to be coming from a 
military drone base next to the 
city’s airport.
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Israel threatens ‘increasing price’ 
for Lebanon as UN urges ceasefire

• Israel destroys bridge 
over Litani River

• Israel drops 
propaganda leaflets 
over Beirut

• UN launches 
$325mn aid appeal

AFP | Beirut

The Israeli defence minis-
ter vowed yesterday that 
Lebanon would pay an 

“increasing price” in damage to 
infrastructure in the war with 
Hezbollah, while the UN urged 
Israel and Hezbollah to agree to 
a ceasefire.

Lebanon was drawn into the 
Middle East war last week when 
the Tehran-backed armed group 
attacked Israel in response to 
the killing of Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
in US-Israeli strikes.

Israel yesterday destroyed a 
bridge over the Litani River be-
tween the towns of Zrariyeh and 
Tayr Falsay, according to state 
media. The river bisects south-
ern Lebanon, from east to west.

In a statement, the Israeli 
army described the bridge as a 
“key crossing” for Hezbollah 
“from northern to southern Leb-
anon, to build up its power and 
prepare for combat”.

The attack was the first on 
Lebanese public infrastructure 
to be acknowledged by Israel 
since the start of the Middle East 
war.

“This is just the beginning and 
the Lebanese government and 
the state of Lebanon will pay an 
increasing price in damage to 
Lebanese national infrastruc-
ture used by Hezbollah terror-
ists,” the Israeli defence minister 
said yesterday.

He said Lebanon would suffer 

“loss of territory -- until it fulfils 
its central commitment of dis-
arming Hezbollah”.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said on Thurs-
day he told the Lebanese gov-
ernment that “you are playing 
with fire if you continue allow-
ing Hezbollah to operate, in vi-
olation of your commitment to 
disarm it”.

 ‘Stop the war’ 
UN chief Antonio Guterres 

called on Israel and the Iran-
backed Hezbollah to “stop the 
war” at the start of a visit to Bei-
rut yesterday, as Israel expanded 
its strikes across the country.

“My strong appeal to those 
parties, to Hezbollah and to Is-
rael, is for a ceasefire to stop the 
war,” Guterres said.

Guterres launched a $325 mil-
lion humanitarian appeal to sup-
port Lebanon as it responds to 
the displacement of hundreds of 

thousands of people by the war.
Israeli strikes continued  yes-

terday, including an attack that 
killed eight people in the south 
Lebanese village of Miyeh w Mi-
yeh near the port city of Sidon, 
according to the health ministry.

In the nearby village of Ir-
key, Mohammad Taqi buried 
his four daughters, aged six to 
13, who were killed in an Israeli 
strike on Thursday along with 
five relatives.

“The Israeli enemy says every 
day that it is targeting infra-
structure,” he told AFP at the 
funeral, his head wrapped in 
a white bandage and his face 
covered in wounds.

“Is this the infrastructure? 
Have you seen it?” he asked, ges-
turing to his daughters’ bodies.

“I’ve lost four daughters. I 
don’t have any others. Zainab, 
Zahra, Malika and Yasmina,” 
he said, adding that he had also 
lost his parents, brother, nephew 

and brother-in-law in the same 
strike.

Propaganda leaflets 
Hezbollah also launched at-

tacks against Israeli forces yes-
terday, as part of what it said was 
a Quds Day operation.

Quds Day is an annual demon-
stration in support of the Pal-
estinian cause in Iran, on the 
last Friday of the holy month of 
Ramadan.

Overnight Thursday into yes-
terday, the Israeli army carried 
out new air raids, targeting an 
apartment near Bourj Ham-
moud in Beirut’s northern sub-
urbs, an area that had remained 
untouched by the war.

A photo showed an upper 
floor of the building with its fa-
cade shattered and walls black-
ened by the strike.

In the eastern town of Bar 
Elias, an air strike targeted a 
local official from the Islamist 

group Jamaa Islamiya, killing his 
two sons, state media said.

Israel’s army also renewed its 
evacuation warnings, including 
for Beirut’s southern suburbs.

On Thursday it had issued a 
similar order to residents across 
a large area about 20 kilometres 
(12 miles) north of the Litani 
River.

The order enlarges the zone in 
southern Lebanon in which res-

idents have been told to leave to 
cover more than 40 kilometres 
from the Lebanon-Israel border.

Israeli planes dropped prop-
aganda leaflets over Beirut yes-
terday, causing loud booms.

One of the leaflets, addressed 
to the Lebanese people, said: 
“You must disarm Hezbollah, 
Iran’s shield” and “Lebanon 
is your decision, not someone 
else’s”.

A picture shows the destroyed Tayr Falsay bridge connecting the villages located 
south of the Litani with those on the northern side of the river after it was 
targeted by an Israeli air strike

A fireball erupts from the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted a building in the southern Lebanese village of Abbasiyyeh

First aid responders evacuated the wounded from the site of an Israeli airstrike 
that targeted a neighborhood in the town of Mieh Mieh, some five kilometers east 
of the southern Lebanese city of Sidon

Afghanistan says six civilians killed in Pakistan strikes
AFP | Kabul

Afghan authorities said yes-
terday that Pakistan attacks 

on Kabul and border provinces 
killed four people in the capital 
and two in the east, the latest 
deadly clashes in the long-run-
ning conflict.

Pakistani security sources 
said four “terrorist camps and 
support infrastructure” were 
“targeted and destroyed” in Ka-
bul and frontier provinces, as 
well as an oil storage facility at 
Kandahar airport.

I s l a m a b a d  l a s t  m o n t h 
launched a military operation 
against its neighbour, targeting 
Islamist extremists following 
growing attacks in Pakistan.

The Taliban government has 
denied any involvement or the 
use of Afghan territory for mil-
itancy.

Kabul police spokesman 
Khalil Zadran said four peo-

ple were killed and 15 wounded 
when homes were hit in the cap-
ital, with women and children 
among the victims.

His counterpart in the eastern 
province of Nangahar, Sayed 
Tayeed Hammad, told AFP that 

a woman and child were killed 
when a Pakistan mortar shell 
hit a house.

An AFP team in the Guzar 
area of Kabul saw one destroyed 
house and around a dozen oth-
ers that were badly damaged, 

with collapsed roofs and walls.
There was a sizeable police 

presence in the area, and visibly 
shocked local residents were in 
the streets, including some with 
bandaged faces.

“Two men and two women 
were martyred,” Abdul Rahim 
Tarakil, a local representative, 
told AFP.

“There aren’t any military 
posts here... There are only ordi-
nary people, poor people. They 
don’t have any involvement in 
politics.”

Abdul Wahid, a 29-year-old 
daily labourer, said he and four 
family members were wounded 
when his house was hit at about 
12:10am local time.

“Suddenly, a noise came 
from another house. I don’t 
know what happened after-
wards. All these bricks fell on 
me. Women and children were 
under the rubble as well,” he  
added.

Afghan residents stand amidst damaged houses at the site of an overnight 
Pakistan airstrike, at a residential area in Pol-e-Charkhi on the outskirts of 
Kabul

Israeli Defence Minister warned of infrastructure damage and possible territory loss, while UN chief António Guterres, 
visiting Beirut, urged Hezbollah and Israel to halt the war
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ECCLESIASTES EDUCATIONAL CONSUL-
TANCY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33976460 or 
DERINSHA@GMAIL.COM
ROSHAN UNIFORMS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39413314 or ROSHAN_BH@
YAHOO.COM
SwISS BELHOTEL SEEF W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RESERVATIONS CLERK, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17555527 or hrmsbse@swiss-belhotel.com
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17551111 
or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHASSAN.COM
Green and Green Contracting Co.Bahraini 
partnership company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34052151 or 
NAEEMRANDHAWA612@GMAIL.COM
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66316666 or 
mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
BRAZIL GRILL CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17826686 or VJBOLOOR@GMAIL.COM
MAXIMUS CONSTRUCTION W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36805911 or 
thefamilyWelding@gmail.com
MINDS UNITED NETWORK has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSULTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77008809 or 
jsjm111@hotmail.com
Au pain Chaud W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BAKER,PASTRY COOK & CONFEC-
TIONER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17442887 or ASAFFAR83@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN SANDS AUTO CARE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77370660 or 
LULIYAN@GZ-BOHAI.COM
LAK BEAUTY LOUNGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33212517 or BUHI-
JI33@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED ASKAR ABDULLA SHAREEA  
ALANZI (195332) has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38912400 or 
ASKARABDULLABH@GMAIL.COM
MENTICS GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35344106 or NOORNADEEM2404@
GMAIL.COM
TALHA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37532579 or 
BOTANIST.AJMAL@GMAIL.COM
NINU MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34730101 or 
DREAMEYES444@GMAIL.COM
KHOKHAR INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35600195 or JASWAL_JAZZY@LIVE.COM
A P S G SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36828500 or AQEEL603@GMAIL.COM
NOOH BAHRAINI FOR REAL ESTATE DEVEL-
OPMENT CO SPC has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17000559 or 
noohrealestate786@gmail.com
MAKEUP MASTER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33320861 or muham-
madnabi55@icloud.com
white moon cafeteria has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17715992 or 
HICPAK@GMAIL.COM
A3 STAR LAUNDARY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33860711 or 
YAYA_GHULAM@YAHOO.COM
MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT CO has a 

vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17259775 or ARAMANA77RTS@GMAIL.COM
CHARCOAL GLITTER FOR GENERAL TRAD-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33867656 or jm521341@gmail.com
Manama Packaging Industry W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MACHINE OPERA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17675246 or MFIAKRAM@GMAIL.COM
DOWN TOWN SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66311010 or MOHAM-
MEDKHALED379@HOTMAIL.COM
RASHID ALHAMDAN GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17785032 or 
XAVIER@MARSHALLCONSULTANTS.ORG
BULONDO TRADING PACKAGING AND 
TRANSPORT W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77903290 or ELVIS-
LUSIBA@GMAIL.COM
VICNEZ FACILITIES MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34482910 or RANJANI8012@GMAIL.COM
BEST LOOK CAR WASHING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CAR WASHER/CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33165686 or FATIMA255M@YAHOO.COM
WINDOW SWITCH GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER (CAR MECHAN-
ICAL WORKSHOP), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39880561 or SAYEDYU-
SUF2323@GMAIL.COM
BERGER PAINTS BAHRAIN W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER (MARKET-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17123701 or gurpreet.singh@asianpaints.com
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
MILLENIUM CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35588880 or abdul68.bh@gmail.com
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@
GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
SYED EISA FACILITIES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33951135 or 
TM5308736@GMAIL.COM
COOL KIT CENTRAL AIRCONDITIONING 
PLANT REPAIRE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANIC (AIR-CONDITIONING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77088800 or SERVICE@COOLKITSERVICE.COM
GULF INSURANCE GROUP (GULF) B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACTUARY, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66328115 or RECRUITMENT-BAH-
RAIN@GIG-GULF.COM
NELLAINS SPICES RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32115528 or NISRAF1968@GMAIL.COM
RAFSAN FASHION  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36898975 or MDRO-
HIMKHAN20@GMAIL.COM
MARALA HAIR SALOON  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33795661 or 
MAHEEBMAHEEB32@GMAIL.COM
red gulf contracting has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17251216 or 
abuali792008@Gmail.com
red gulf contracting has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17251216 or 
abuali792008@Gmail.com
THC FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a va-

cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77225050 or 
satish@cinqo-me.com
THE DAILY BREAD BAKERY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PACKER(MACHINE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17715021 or HELLO@WOOHOLDINGS.COM
AL ALAYAN SALOON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33198988 or ASIAALA-
7ZAN@GMAIL.COM
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33502933 or Tafcobuild-
ing@gmail.com
RAYHAN ALFALAH W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33514410 or 
SELLWITHUSWLL@GMAIL.COM
POSHAK FASHIONS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33937884 or nidhami.bh@
gmail.com
ORIAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33007451 or ORIANCONTRACTING88@
GMAIL.COM
STARBUST FOOD DELIVERY CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33677618 or NIDHAMI.BH@GMAIL.COM
SHAYAN REAL STATE CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35949635 or 
AYANKHAN359496@GMAIL.COM
AL NAMAL RESTURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33522100 
or MTAHIRNAWAZ786@GMAIL.COM
NESMA ETOILE FASHION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of EMBROIDERER(HAND), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39662647 
or ADMIN@NASEEMALANDALOS.COM
THE CLASSIC TREND SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36223311 or bracketsco@gmail.com
SHAH FARAZ SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35542067 or MIINFLARE204@GMAIL.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 or 
alsediqqi12@outlook.com
KHAIR AL KHALEEJ JEWELLERY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of JEWELRY 
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33229242 or AWAIIS.
BASHIIR@GMAIL.COM
L & G REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39183582 or EL-
VISLUSIBA@GMAIL.COM
AHMED SALON has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36692011 or AHMED-
JUMAHASAN01@GMAIL.COM
MANJU GENTS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34529455 or NOORA.
JASIM98@GMAIL.COM
AL MANARTAIN COMPANY AND ALI ALSHEAB 
GROUP WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON ASST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17590097 or ALSHAAB@BATEL-
CO.COMM.BH
PIZZA HUT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17262998 or SSALEH@
AMERICANA.BH
WOLAYAT ALI ELCCTRCAL WORK SHOP has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39641687 or wolayatali@
gmail.com
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or admin@nasserco.net
DAILY FRESH CAFTERIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33194444 or 
fgroup.bh@gmail.com
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 

contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
NICE LAND MOBILE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33808786 or mal-
nooh1973@gmail.com
ALMANHAL BAHRAIN WATER FACTORY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17404435 or AMER.KHA-
LID@BH.NESTLE-WATERS.COM
NUKHBAT ALOUD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33969662 or HALIS-
SA@ARABIANOUD.COM.SA
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
BANNU BEEF PULAO RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35506142 or BANNUBEEF10@GMAIL.COM
YOUSIF KHALIL ALMOAYED & SONS CO. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17211211 or AQEEL@ALMOAYYED.COM.BH
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of EMPLOYEE(OC-
CUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38826888 or SILVERCITYCONTRACTING@
GMAIL.COM
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of EMPLOYEE(OC-
CUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@
exibah.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.
com
Bahrain Al Arabi International Decoration Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
GYPSUM CARVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17715919 or daaij@alara-
bi-bh.com
LYALLPUR TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35197186 or 
M.AJMAL909@GMAIL.COM
BAIA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36683668 or accounts@
sawaribahrain.com
TAKAMUL SERVICES CO ( TASCO ) W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17344107 or MAJAJ101@HOTMAIL.COM
AHMED ISA CONTRACTING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BLACKSMITH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17552234 or AECONT@HOTMAIL.COM
KEY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
SOFTWARE SPECIALIST, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17793181 or ABBAS78@
BATELCO.COM.BH
ZAITOON DECOR CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33826212 or SIKAN-
DER6212@GMAIL.COM
AL NAWAHED FOR REPAIR OF ELECTRONICS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37092324 or SAMIULLAHSEAL-
BADSHAH@GMAIL.COM
ZARVEX COMBINE SUPPORT FACILITIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38337233 or AM-
NANABIL30@GMAIL.COM

SUKH REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37541000 or 
SSANGHA313@GMAIL.COM
SULTAN SHAIKH SCRAP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17000000 or AMINA-
SULTAN66@GMAIL.COM
SAEED ABDULKARIM BUTCHERY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MEAT 
KUTTING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36607776 or SAEEDKARIMABDUL@
GMAIL.COM
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SHEET METAL WORKERS (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700204 or 
abuobaidgroup@gmail.com
Beroa Abu Obaid Industrial Insulation Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLERK, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700204 or BEROAABUOBAID@GMAIL.COM
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
A/C MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700204 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com
HAMANDI MANDI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(FALAFEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17404071 or 
PASTRIESONTHEFLY@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830801 or 
Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
MASOOMA CARGO has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39395894 or MU-
HAMMADAYYAN3440@GMAIL.COM
TASLIMA REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39217519 or TABMECHANICAL@GMAIL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39641612 or yousif@
aanass.net
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17401013 or 
hrmanager@santyconstruction.com
VENKATESH DECOR COMPAY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34730101 or DREAMEYES444.@GMAIL.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TEAM LEADER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17345569 or YAMA-
MAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
KHANA ZARA PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66908835 or KHANAZARABH44@
GMAIL.COM
A B Y MAINTENANCE SERVICES AND DECOR 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36213445 or RANAAQEEL737@
GMAIL.COM
BLUPEAKS PROPERTIES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35386221 or MAAZ_8@HOTMAIL.COM
NOOR ULHARAM S. M.   ABDULKARIM 
(180009) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34293454 or CRWORK1122@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD MOHSIN REAL ESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33458832 or MOHSINBA-
HI765@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
GULF AGENCY CO. BAHRAIN W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 

(SURVEY OPERATIONS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17339777 or admin.
bahrain@GAC.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or admin@nasserco.net
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.
com
ALMASHRIQ KITCHENS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77770005 or alkhsh-
ram@gmail.com
Golden Star H&L W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 69995055 or gold-
heat@mail-rapid.com
WHEEL ZONE AUTO SPARE PARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39461263 or HKARIMI67@GMAIL.COM
EL-ABD NUTS AND TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36772254 or MEROMOHAMOUD75@GMAIL.
COM
ENNA CLEANING SERVICE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38112699 or TAHIR-
SHAFIQ705@GMAIL.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
SOOFIMANDI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38155090 or 
SOOFIMANDIBH@GMAIL.COM
al enma house for security services W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36633319 or admin@enmabh.com
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
PANORAMA HOTEL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17826888 or ADMIN@
PANORAMAHOTEL-BH.COM
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39151200 or WESTERNBAH-
RAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
ALASYYED EVENTS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34465069 or SAEEDYAQOOB86@GMAIL.COM
WESTPOINT HOME BAHRAIN W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WEAVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17838129 or 
ADEL.JABBER@WPHOME.COM
AIRA WALEED FRUITS & VEGETABLES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ERS(FOOD & BEVERAGES INDUSTRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39454342 or SHAKEELG88@YAHOO.COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PREPARER(COFFEE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@HOTMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD MOHSIN REAL ESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33458832 or MOHSINBA-
HI765@GMAIL.COM
CHICKEN LAND BROASTED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34228931 or 
hz.mosawi@gmail.com
GHULAM MUJTABA AND CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33841044 or GHULAMMUJTABAHUJRA@
GMAIL.COM
MAHAIL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37262842 or SOHAILBUSI-
NESS.BH@GMAIL.COM



Svitolina topples Swiatek as 
Sabalenka, Rybakina advance
• Rybakina beats 
Pegula confidently

• Sabalenka defeats 
Canadian teen 
Victoria Mboko

• Linda Noskova ends 
Talia Gibson’s run

AFP | Indian Wells

Elina Svitolina sent two-
time champion Iga Swiatek 

spinning out at Indian Wells on 
Thursday to line up a semi-final 
meeting with Australian Open 
champion Elena Rybakina.

Ninth-ranked Ukrainian Svit-
olina surged home to beat world 
number two Swiatek 6-2, 4-6, 
6-4 while Rybakina thwarted 
Jessica Pegula’s comeback bid in 
a 6-1, 7-6 (7/4) victory over the 
fifth-ranked American.

World number one Aryna Sa-
balenka kept her bid for a first 
title in the prestigious ATP and 
WTA Masters 1000 event on 
track, holding off Canadian teen 
Victoria Mboko 7-6 (7/0), 6-4.

The Belarusian star will face 
14th-ranked Czech Linda Nosk-
ova, who ended the fairytale 
run of Australian qualifier Talia 
Gibson 6-2, 4-6, 6-2.

Svitolina’s aggressive attack 
was too much for Swiatek, who 

coughed up eight double faults 
and looked out-of-sorts in the 
early going.

The experienced Svitoli-
na made the most of the early 
chances she was given then held 
her nerve in a tense third set.

She gained the lone break 
of the final frame as she won 
the last three games to take the 
match.

“I wouldn’t say it was the per-
fect match, but I could stay in 
the match and fight and find 
a way after losing second set,” 
Svitolina said.

“There is no champion who 
is waiting for the mistakes, and 

you have to really try to set up 
yourself in a good position to at-
tack,” she added. “I was trying to 
really open up the court and try 
to take the advantage, because 
Iga is such an aggressive player, 
and she moves really well. So if 
you don’t take the opportunity, 
she’s going to take it.”

Svitolina closed it out in style, 
giving herself a match point 
with an ace and nailing a fore-
hand volley to reach the Indian 
Wells semi-finals for the first 
time since 2019.

“You make me feel a bit old 
with that stat,” quipped the 
31-year-old Svitolina, who 

returned to the top 10 in the 
world rankings in February for 
the first time since 2021 and 
the first time since becoming a  
mother.

It was just her second career 
win over Swiatek in six meet-
ings and her first since 2023. 
But the victory continued a rich 
run of form in 2026 that has 
seen Svitolina capture the title 
in Auckland and finish runner 
up in Dubai last month.

For six-time Grand Slam 
champion Swiatek it was anoth-
er disappointing quarter-final 
exit this year after she fell at 
the same stage in the Australian 
Open and in Doha.

 Rybakina halts Pegula streak 
Rybakina, the 2023 Indian 

Wells champion, booked a re-
turn to the semi-finals with an-
other win over Pegula, who fell 
to the Kazakh in the semi-finals 
in Melbourne.

Rybakina recouped a break 
that had her trailing 4-1 in the 
second set and put on a serving 
clinic in the tiebreaker to end 
Dubai champion Pegula’s eight-
match winning streak.

Sabalenka’s clash with Mboko 
was also an Australian Open 
rematch. Sabalenka said the 
19-year-old Canadian had made 
strides since she was swept 
aside in the fourth round at 
Melbourne, but the Belarusian’s 
power and precision ultimately 
proved too much.

Alcaraz gains Norrie revenge 
to set up Medvedev semi

• Daniil Medvedev 
beats defending 
champion Jack Draper

• Jannik Sinner 
beats Learner Tien

• Alexander Zverev 
beats Arthur Fils

AFP | Indian Wells

Carlos Alcaraz extended 
his unbeaten season and 
got revenge over Camer-

on Norrie on Thursday to reach 
the semi-finals at Indian Wells 
for a fifth straight year.

The world number one from 
Spain emerged from a see-saw 
battle with 29th-ranked Norrie 
with a 6-3, 6-4 victory.

He will meet Russian Daniil 
Medvedev, who pushed his own 
ATP winning streak to eight 
matches with a 6-1, 7-5 victory 
over defending champion Jack 
Draper.

World number two Jannik 
Sinner powered past Learner 
Tien 6-1, 6-2 to line up a semi-fi-
nal with fourth-ranked Alexan-
der Zverev, a 6-2, 6-3 winner 
over Arthur Fils.

Alcaraz, 22, became the 
youngest player to complete a 
career Grand Slam with his vic-
tory in the Australian Open and 
followed up with a title in Qatar.

He pushed his 2026 season 
record to 16-0 with the win over 
Norrie, who beat him in the Par-
is Masters in November.

“I struggle a lot with his style,” 

Alcaraz said of heavy-hitting 
left-hander Norrie.

“Every time I play against him 
it’s always really tough for me.

“It’s a little bit confusing with 
his style, his topspin forehand, 
super high. And then the back-
hand, really flat and really low.”

Trailing 4-2 in the opening 
set Norrie broke Alcaraz at love 
for 4-3. Alcaraz regrouped with 
another break and pocketed the 
set in 31 minutes.

Norrie broke again for a 2-0 
lead in the second, but Alcaraz 
won the next four games.

Norrie saved two match 
points on his serve before Al-
caraz efficiently served out the 
win.

“I’m finding the right shot,” 
Alcaraz said. “I played well. I 
played solid. I played aggressive 
when I could.”

Medvedev, coming off a title 
run in Dubai last month, seized 
control early against Draper, 
who had pulled off a gritty 
win over Novak Djokovic on 
Wednesday night.

“The first set was unreal, I 
couldn’t miss a ball,” Medvedev 
said. “It was an unbelievable 
level.

“Second set he tried to give 
everything he had, and he had 
an opportunity,” Medvedev not-
ed, but the Russian saved the 
only break point he faced with 
an ace.

 Hindrance call 

Medvedev then secured the 
lone break of the second to lead 
6-5.

Draper was irked early in 
that 11th game when the chair 
umpire, queried by Medvedev, 
ruled the Briton had caused a 
hindrance with a raised arm 
gesture during a point.

Medvedev said he was dis-
tracted and the umpire told him 
it could go to video review, and 
subsequently awarded the Rus-
sian the point.

“Was I distracted big time? 
No,” Medvedev said, but added 
he thought Draper’s gesture af-
fected the quality of one of his 
forehands in the rally.

“Do I feel good about it? Not 
really,” he said. “But I also don’t 
feel like I cheated or some-
thing.”

In the other half of the draw, 
Sinner kept his bid for a first 
Indian Wells title on track with 
a straightforward victory over 
20-year-old American Tien.

Carlos Alcaraz plays a backhand against Cameron Norrie
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Alexander Zverev 
became just the fifth 
player to reach the 

semi-finals of all nine 
ATP Masters 1000 
tournaments

KNOW WHAT

Elina Svitolina of Ukraine serves against Iga Swiatek of Poland

KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
PERFECT COOL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MAINTENANCE CLERK, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33477622 or 
OMAR.AKRAM143@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17534342 or sajil-
nath@urbaser.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17877246 or zain-
abhr@aldoorbh.com
ALEA WORLD CONTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39669225 or SAATI-2002@HOTMAIL.COM
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
AL WASEELA PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34566073 or ALTAJCLEAR-
ANCE@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35414424 or 
M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
RIDER SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34570702 or 
info@riderbh.com
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17534342 or sajil-
nath@urbaser.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345051 or 
info@magicshinebh.com
K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRUMENT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17008217 or JALAL-
EBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
SEHMI WORKSHOP W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39800967 or BAL-
WINDER3003@YAHOO.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17001720 or PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
SAKHI CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 

contact 38966458 or AAMIRSOHAIL0243@
GMAIL.COM
BABYLONIA LOUNGE AND RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36471111 or AALKHALIFA189@GMAIL.COM
TRENDFULL W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36311671 or raef@trendfull.net
CREATIVITY SECRETS DECOR W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17595006 or JAFFAR.CSDWCOR@GMAIL.COM
TH COFFEE INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE SERV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17564451 or Fatima.Almosawi@timhortonsme.com
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17245222 or HR@AREEN-
AGROUP.COM
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17245222 or HR@AREEN-
AGROUP.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
MVM CONTRACTING AND RECRUITMENT 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66311099 or MVMRECRUITMENT-
BH@GMAIL.COM
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17245222 or HR@AREEN-
AGROUP.COM
PURE CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66666203 or naim@puregroup.bh
ICICI BANK LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (CUSTOMER SER-
VICES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17576161 or adminbahrain@icicibank.
com
AHMADI INDUSTRIES  B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17271333 or HR@AHMADIPEPSI.COM
BAHRAIN TOURISM COMPANY - CROWNE 
PLAZA BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17746318 or 
Hassan.Ali@crowneplazabahrain.com
RAMADAN MOTEC AUTO SERVICES WORK-
SHOP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER (CAR ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39796006 or AL_MEHZAA@YAHOO.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
M & M BEAUTY LOUNGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33332017 or 
MARWANMOST@HOTMAIL.COM
Professional Way Contracting W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822161 or INFO@PWCBH.COM
CMA CGM BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of GENERAL MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17827900 or BAH.RXAVIER@CMA-CGM.COM
AL SULTAN MOTORCYCLE REPAIRING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33451461 or SULTANMA-
LIK3379@GMAIL.COM
QUEEN BEE NAILS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36864444 or A.ALRO-
MAIHI92@GMAIL.COM
DAILY DELIGHT RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35471565 or 
CHISMAILBH@GMAIL.COM
NOVA BRIDGE TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39442348 or HAMA-
DABBASI718@GMAIL.COM
BARAHI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36621027 or USMAN-
BACHA6677@GMAIL.COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED



Gilgeous-Alexander sets NBA record 
with 127th consecutive 20-point game
AFP | Los Angeles

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
broke the NBA record for 

consecutive 20-point games by 
recording his 127th in a row on 
Thursday in an Oklahoma City 
Thunder home match against 
the Boston Celtics.

The reigning NBA Most 
Valuable Player eclipsed the 
63-year-old mark of 126 set 
by NBA legend Wilt Chamber-
lain when he sank a 20-foot 
jump shot from the top of the 
key with 7:04 remaining in the 
third quarter.

That gave the 27-year-old 
Canadian guard 21 points for 
the game and lifted the reign-
ing NBA champion Thunder 
level with Boston at 69-69.

Gilgeous-Alexander’s streak 
began on November 1, 2024, 
and since then he has aver-
aged 35.5 points and shot 53.5 
percent.

During it Gilgeous-Alex-
ander has had all five of his 
career 50-point games, 18 
40-point performances and 
85 30-point games.

Gilgeous-Alexander scored 
17 points in the first half, put-
ting himself on the brink of 
NBA history as the second half 
began.

He missed a three-point at-
tempt but was later fouled on 
a drive to the basket and made 
two free throws to pull within 
one point of the milestone, set-
ting the stage for his historic 
basket.

Palace frustrated 
by AEK Larnaca 
in Conference 
League last 16

AFP | London

Crystal Palace laboured 
to a 0-0 draw at home 

to AEK Larnaca in the first 
leg of their Uefa Confer-
ence League last-16 tie on 
Thursday.

Palace created a glut of 
chances on a wet and windy 
night at Selhurst Park but 
failed to score against their 
Cypriot opponents for the 
second time this season, 
having lost 1-0 to Larnaca 
in the league phase.

French forward Jean-
Philippe Mateta came on as 
a late substitute for his first 
Palace appearance since 
January 25 after a move to 
AC Milan collapsed due to 
concerns over a knee injury.

Oliver Glasner’s side will 
go to Cyprus next week 
seeking to keep alive their 
first full venture into Euro-
pean football.

Should they get through, 
they could meet two-time 
runners-up Fiorentina in 
the quarter-finals. The Ital-
ians edged past Rakow Cze-
stochowa of Poland 2-1 in 
Florence thanks to a stop-
page-time penalty.

Zlatan Alomerovic punches the 
ball away from a Crystal Palace 
set piece
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Spurs search for salvation, 
Arsenal ready for title charge
AFP | London

Troubled Tottenham head 
to Liverpool on Sunday 
searching for salvation 

in their increasingly desperate 
fight against relegation.

Arsenal can move closer to 
their first Premier League ti-
tle for 22 years with a win over 
Everton, while Manchester 
United meet Aston Villa in a cru-
cial clash in the race for Cham-
pions League qualification.

Here we look at three key talk-
ing points ahead of this week-
end’s action:

Spurs must ‘dig deeper’ to 
survive

In grave danger of playing in 
England’s second tier for the 
first time since 1977-78, Totten-
ham could hardly have picked 
a worse venue for their latest 
attempt to ease the threat of rel-
egation.

If third-bottom West Ham 
beat Manchester City on Sat-
urday, Igor Tudor’s 16th-placed 
side will have slipped even clos-
er to oblivion by the time they 
face Liverpool at Anfield.

Beaten in their last six games 
in all competitions for the first 
time in their history, Totten-
ham are just one point ahead of 
West Ham and fourth-bottom 
Nottingham Forest, who host 
Fulham on Sunday.

They were humiliated in a 5-2 

defeat at Atletico Madrid in the 
Champions League last-16 first 
leg on Wednesday -- a calami-
tous night that featured Tudor 
substituting keeper Antonin 
Kinsky after just 17 minutes due 
to a pair of mistakes that led 
directly to goals.

Tottenham’s plight is so acute 
that the club this week told fans 
they would be given “an extend-
ed period” to decide if they want 
to renew their season tickets 
due to the “seriousness of the 
current league position”.

With just nine games to save 
themselves, Tottenham -- win-
less in their last 11 league match-
es -- could have done without 
a trip to Anfield, where they 
haven’t won since 2011.

“ E v e r y b o d y  h a s  g i v e n 
everything they’ve got. It’s down 
to us to dig a little deeper and 
give it just that bit more,” Tot-
tenham defender Kevin Danso 
said.

“Sometimes there’s difficult 
moments and this is the time to 
show character.”

Arsenal have title in their 
sights

Just eight games lie between 
Arsenal and their holy grail -- a 
first English crown since Arsene 
Wenger’s ‘Invincibles’ lifted the 
Premier League trophy in 2004.

The Gunners are seven points 
clear of second-placed Man-
chester City and can extend that 
lead to 10 points if they beat 
Everton at the Emirates Stadium 
on Saturday.

City, who hold a game in hand 

on Arsenal heading into this 
weekend, will kick off at West 
Ham roughly 30 minutes after 
the final whistle in the leaders’ 
match. But regardless of what 
City do in their remaining nine 
games, Mikel Arteta’s men have 
the destiny of the title in their 
hands after recovering from a 
two-game winless run in Febru-
ary by reeling off three consecu-
tive league victories.

City have spluttered too often 
to mount a convincing challenge, 
leaving quadruple-chasing Arse-
nal within touching distance of 
the title after three successive 
runners-up finishes.

Top-four shoot-out
The winner of Manchester 

United’s clash with Aston Villa 
at Old Trafford on Sunday will 
take a giant step towards reach-
ing the Champions League.

Third-placed United are 
ahead of fourth-placed Villa on 
goal difference, setting the stage 
for a vital showdown in the race 
for a top-four finish.

Fifth place is also likely to se-
cure a berth in Europe’s elite 
club competition, but United 
and Villa can erase any anxiety 
by landing a top-four spot.

United go into the showdown 
looking to bounce back from 
interim manager Michael Car-
rick’s first defeat in seven games 
in charge -- a 2-1 loss at New-
castle.

Tottenham Hotspur’s Brazilian forward #09 Richarlison (L) and teammates warm up before a match (file photo)

Arbeloa ‘confident’ Mbappe fit for Man City trip in Champions League
AFP | London

Real Madrid coach Alvaro Ar-
beloa said yesterday he was 

“confident” that Kylian Mbappe 
will be available to face Man-
chester City in the second leg 
of their Champions League last 
16 tie.

“He’s getting better day by 
day,” Arbeloa said at a press 
conference. “He won’t be there 
tomorrow (Saturday, in La Liga 
against Elche), but I’m confi-
dent he’ll be on the trip to Man-

chester.”
With Mbappe sidelined by 

a knee injury and several oth-
er key players missing, Real 
thrashed City 3–0 in the first 
leg at the Bernabeu on Wednes-
day, thanks to a hat-trick from 
Federico Valverde.

City host the second leg next 
Tuesday and risk being knocked 
out of Europe by Madrid for the 
third season in a row.

France forward Mbappe, 
hampered by a sprain to his left 
knee since late December, has 

not played since withdrawing 
from the squad to face Benfica 
in the second leg of the Cham-
pions League knockout phase 
play-off round on February  
25.

Mbappe has scored 38 goals 
in 33 appearances for his club 
this season.

His expected return for Ma-
drid comes ahead of the inter-
national break, where France 
will face Brazil and Colombia 
in pre-World Cup friendlies in 
the United States.Kylian Mbappe

Al Khaldiya Keep Title Hopes Alive
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Le a d e r s  A l  K h a l d i y a 
strengthened their grip on 

the Nasser bin Hamad Premier 
League with a comfortable 
4–1 win over Bahrain Club last 
night, while Al Najma snatched 
a dramatic late 1–0 victory over 
Al Hidd, underlining the con-
trasting narratives of Match-
week 16.

At Khalifa Sports City, Al 
Khaldiya started brightly and 
took the lead in the eighth min-
ute. Congolese striker Joel Beya 
converted after a corner saw 
Ayman Dirani’s header strike 
the crossbar and a second ef-
fort was blocked. Beya reacted 
quickly to the rebound, head-
ing into the roof of the net. 
Bahrain Club drew level in 
the 12th minute through Bra-
zilian Matheus Eduardo, who 

capitalised on a failed attempt 
to play out from the back. Ga-
briel Oliveira delivered a low 
cross into the box, allowing 
Eduardo to finish into the far  
corner.

Al Khaldiya regained the lead 
in the 33rd minute when Tuni-
sian Adem Taous — who joined 
the club last month — struck 
from distance, his shot taking 
a deflection past goalkeeper 
Sayed Mohsen Ali. Dominique 
Mendy made it 3–1 on the hour 
mark with a header from Anas 
Ouahim’s corner, before Joel 
Beya wrapped up the scoring 
in the 82nd minute after being 
neatly squared by Ouahim. Play 
was briefly paused at halftime 
as safety sirens sounded across 
the kingdom, in line with Bah-
rain FA protocols.

Meanwhile, at the Bahrain 
National Stadium, Al Najma 
under Mohamed Al Shamlan 

claimed a 1–0 victory over Al 
Hidd thanks to Moroccan for-
ward Zachary Hadji’s 79th-min-
ute strike. The first half saw 
limited attacking pressure, as 
both sides remained cautious 
of leaving space behind their 
lines. Hadji had an early op-
portunity with a free header 
that was saved, and Ali Hussain 
hit the post in the 77th minute, 
but Hadji reacted quickest to 
a rebound and calmly slotted 
home to secure the late winner.

The results move Al Khaldiya 
to 39 points, two clear at the 
top, while Bahrain Club remain 
bottom with seven. Al Najma 
climb to 9th on 18 points, and 
Al Hidd remain fifth with 21. 
Matchweek 16 concludes to-
night as Al Malkiya face A’ali 
at Khalifa Sports City, while 
Al Shabab take on Al Ahli at 
Bahrain National Stadium, both 
kicking off at 9:30pm.

Al Khaldiya celebrate after Beya’s 
brace



Russell leads Mercedes one-two 
in China GP sprint qualifying

Championship leader extends Melbourne form with dominant qualifying performance in China

• Lando Norris third, 
Lewis Hamilton fourth

• Piastri splits 
Ferrari pair in fifth

• Verstappen eighth, 
1.734 seconds off pace

• Perez misses session 
with Cadillac fuel issue

AFP | Shanghai

Championship pacesetter 
George Russell took pole 
position yesterday for the 

Chinese Grand Prix sprint race, 
leading a Mercedes one-two 
ahead of Kimi Antonelli.

Russell clocked 1min 31.520sec 
around the 5.451km Shanghai 
International Circuit, 0.289sec 
quicker than Antonelli with 
world champion Lando Norris 
0.621sec behind his fellow Eng-
lishman in third.

Joining Norris on the second 
row for Saturday morning’s 19-
lap race will be Lewis Hamilton, 
winner of the China sprint a year 
ago.

The seven-time world cham-
pion was fourth in his Ferrari, 
0.641sec slower than Russell.

“The car’s been feeling amaz-
ing,” said Russell, who leads the 
championship after winning the 
season-opening race in Australia 
last weekend.

“We knew after Melbourne 
we had a really good car. The 
engine’s performing really well. 
And today it was a real joy to 

drive, so I’m happy,” added Rus-
sell.

The McLarens left it till late 
in the final qualifying session to 
go out for their single flying lap, 
hoping to take advantage of the 
track at its quickest.

It paid off as Norris got ahead 
of the two Ferraris and Oscar 

Piastri split them, coming in fifth 
fastest.

Charles Leclerc, third in Mel-
bourne last week, was sixth fast-
est.

Pierre Gasly put his Alpine 
onto the fourth row in seventh.

The Red Bulls struggled for 
pace again with their new in-

house power units replacing 
Honda as engine supplier from 
this season and getting to grips 
with the new era regulations.

Four-time world champion 
Max Verstappen was eighth, a 
colossal 1.734 sec adrift of Rus-
sell, and Isack Hadjar was only 
10th behind the Haas of Oliver 
Bearman.

Sergio Perez did not take part 
in the session because of a fuel 
issue with his Cadillac, the new 
team on the grid for 2026.

Teams had only a single prac-
tice session earlier yesterday to 
hone their set-ups in Shanghai, 
which is a very different track 

to Melbourne where last week’s 
opening race was held.

Shanghai has one long straight 
and several complexes of turns 
requiring a different approach 
to battery deployment and 
energy harvesting in the new 
cars, which have a 50-50 split 
between conventional and elec-
trical power.

Russell dominated in practice, 
topping the timesheets through-
out on both medium and soft 
tyre compounds, clocking 1min 
32.741sec to head yet another 
Mercedes one-two.

Norris was 0.555sec behind in 
third, with his teammate Piastri 
next.

Fifth and sixth were the Fer-
raris of Leclerc and Hamilton 
respectively.

They had been sporting an 
innovative flip rear wing in prac-
tice, but the Scuderia ditched it 
for qualifying.

The car’s been feeling 
amazing. We knew after 

Melbourne we had a 
really good car. The 
engine’s performing 

really well. And today it 
was a real joy to drive, 

so I’m happy
GEORGE RUSSELL

Chelsea captain James 
signs new six-year deal

AFP | London

Chelsea captain Reece 
James believes the Blues 

“have everything it takes” to be 
successful after signing a new 
six-year contract at Stamford 
Bridge.

A Chelsea academy grad-
uate, James has been at the 
club since he was six and the 
26-year-old wanted to remain 
at the club for what he hopes 
are his “peak years”.

James has won five major 
trophies, including the Cham-
pions League and Club World 
Cup, in over 200 appearances 
for the club, more than 50 of 
which have been as captain.

“I have always said I want 
my peak years to be here, 
and I truly believe we have 
everything it takes to build on 
our previous successes,” James 
said in a club statement.

“I’m excited for the future 
under this ownership, sporting 
directors, coach and all the 
staff and hopefully we will lift 
many more trophies together 
over the coming years.”

Chelsea won the Conference 
League and Club World Cup 
last year, but have failed to se-
riously contend for the Pre-
mier League since an Ameri-
can consortium took control of 
the club from Roman Abramo-
vich in 2022.

Reece James in action (file photo) Slot seeks silverware to save Liverpool’s season
AFP | London

Arne Slot said the “bar at Liv-
erpool is always high” as 

he targets glory in the FA Cup 
and Champions League to save 
the club’s season following a 
disastrous Premier League title 
defence.

Relegation-threatened Tot-
tenham make the trip to An-
field on Sunday nearly a year 
after their previous visit, when 
Liverpool sealed the English 
league title.

Despite splashing out near-
ly £450 million ($600 million) 
to improve their squad in the 
transfer market, Liverpool go 

into this weekend sixth in the 
table, 19 points behind leaders 
Arsenal.

Slot’s men were also defeated 
1-0 in the first leg of their Cham-

pions League last-16 tie at Gal-
atasaray in midweek and face 
a daunting trip to Manchester 
City in the FA Cup quarter-fi-
nals.

But the Dutchman said there 
should be no drop in the de-
mands expected of the English 
giants.

“Big difference between 
where we are now and where 
we were then, that is clear and 
obvious,” said Slot referring to 
the contrast between facing 
Spurs now and 11 months ago.

“The bar at Liverpool is al-
ways high, it has always been 
high and will always be high,” he 
said. “We are a top club. The bar 

should be set high by the people 
around us, but we will set the 
bar just as high.

“This season, of course, we 
are unable to win the league 
again but we are still in two 
cups -- the Champions League 
and the FA Cup -- where we are 
competing.”

Slot could have Alisson Beck-
er back in goal on Sunday after 
the Brazil number one missed 
the trip to Istanbul due to a mi-
nor muscle injury.

However,  he confirmed 
club-record signing Alexander 
Isak is not yet close to a return 
to action after fracturing a fibula 
in December.

Guardiola warns title bid ‘over’ if Man City lose to West Ham
AFP | London

Pep Guardiola believes Man-
chester City ’s  Premier 

League title challenge “will be 
over” if they fail to beat resur-
gent West Ham on Saturday.

City could kick off at the Lon-
don Stadium 10 points behind 
leaders Arsenal should the Gun-
ners beat Everton earlier in the 
day.

Guardiola’s men have a game 
in hand on the Gunners and 
home advantage when the sides 
meet next month.

But they must bounce back 
from the disappointment of a 

3-0 Champions League drub-
bing at the hands of Real Madrid 
on Wednesday that means their 

chances of progressing to the 
quarter-finals are slim.

“The league was the most dif-
ficult title,” Guardiola said yes-
terday. “So the Premier League 
always, I believe, is the most dif-
ficult one and still we are there, 
knowing that if we drop points, 
it’ll be over.”

The City boss has won six 
Premier League titles in his nine 
previous seasons in England.

But his team were well off the 
pace last season, finishing 13 
points behind champions Liv-
erpool, in third spot.

“Now it is a pleasure to be 

here. Last season we could not 
live that in this stage, so it’s 
nice,” said Guardiola.

“Always I said when I arrived 
in the last 10 games every team 
plays for something -- for rele-
gation, for Europa League, for 
Conference League, for Cham-
pions League, to be champions.

“So it’s normal. Now it is no 
second chances.”

West Ham remain in the rel-
egation zone, but have lost just 
two of their past 11 games in all 
competitions to climb to within 
one point of safety and reach the 
FA Cup quarter-finals.

Arne Slot

Pep Guardiola

Mercedes’ British driver George Russell gets off the car after getting pole position

Ferrari ditched their 
innovative flip rear 

wing from practice for 
qualifying after test-
ing it throughout yes-
terday’s sole session—

still couldn’t match 
Mercedes’ Shanghai 

dominance
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