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Dams overflow as Australia braces for more floods
AFP | Sydney 

Dams near Sydney over-
flowed yesterday after 

days of torrential rain, as Aus-
tralia braced for more storms 
expected to bring dangerous 
flash flooding to the country’s  
east.

Recent downpours have 
brought relief to areas ravaged 
by bushfires and drought -- as 
well as chaos and destruction 
to towns and cities along the 
eastern seaboard.

On Thursday, Nepean Dam 
south of Sydney was at full ca-
pacity and spilling over, with 
video footage showing excess 
water cascading over the dam 
wall and downstream.

Two other dams in New South 
Wales, Tallowa and Brogo, were 
also overflowing and more dams 
could reach capacity in the com-

ing days, a WaterNSW spokes-
man said. 

Sydney’s dams have seen 
water levels spike dramati-
cally -- the Nepean was just 
a third full less than a week 
ago -- though many inland 
areas are facing severe water 
shortages missed out on the  
flows.

A devastating months-long 
bushfire crisis that killed 33 
people has effectively been 
ended by the downpours, with 
just one blaze yet to be brought 
under control in New South  
Wales.

Hundreds of people have been 
rescued from floodwaters in re-
cent days.

Police said a man’s body was 
discovered in a flooded river on 
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast on 
Thursday, though the cause of 
his death was not immediately 

clear.
Wild weather is set to ramp up 

again from Friday, with the Bu-
reau of Meteorology forecasting 
ex-Tropical Cyclone Uesi would 
bring “damaging to destructive 
winds” and heavy rainfall to re-
mote tourist destination Lord 
Howe Island.

Senior meteorologist Grace 
Legge said storms were also ex-
pected for Queensland and New 
South Wales -- with areas still 
recovering from bushfires likely 
to be hit again.

“Any showers and thunder-
storms that do develop are fall-
ing on already saturated catch-
ments, so there is a risk with 
severe thunderstorms of flash 
flooding,” she said.

Emergency services have 
warned residents in affected ar-
eas to be cautious in the danger-
ous conditions.

Recent downpours have brought chaos and destruction to towns and cities along the eastern seaboard

Weinstein attorney urges jurors to 
acquit ex-movie mogul

AFP | New York 

Harvey Weinstein’s defence 
team urged jurors to acquit 

the ex-Hollywood titan of rape 
and predatory sexual assault 
charges in closing arguments yes-
terday -- even though a not guilty 
verdict would be unpopular.

Lead attorney Donna Rotunno 
said prosecutors had created “an 
alternative universe” in which 
the “Pulp Fiction” and “Shake-
speare In Love” producer preyed 
on aspiring actresses, but had not 
provided any evidence to convict.

“He was innocent when he 
walked through the door. He was 
innocent when witnesses started 
to take the stand. He is innocent 
as he sits here right now,” Rotunno 
told the New York state court.

Weinstein, 67, faces life impris-
onment if convicted of predato-
ry sexual assault charges in the 
high-profile trial that marks a wa-
tershed moment in the #MeToo 
movement.

Since testimony began on Janu-
ary 22, six women have taken the 
stand in New York to say they were 
sexually assaulted by Weinstein, 
allegations the fallen movie mogul 
denies.

Rotunno reminded the 12 jurors 
that they are considering charges 
related to just two women -- ex-ac-
tress Jessica Mann and former 
production assistant Mimi Haleyi.

Mann says the movie mogul 
raped her in March 2013 while 

Haleyi alleges he forcibly per-
formed oral sex on her in 2006.

“From an overzealous media, 
from an overzealous prosecution, 
you are being asked to make an 
unpopular decision,” Rotunno told 
the jury, asking them “to block 
out the noise” surrounding the 
proceedings.

“Never let your emotion cloud 
your intellect. Use your New York 
City common sense. It will guide 
you to the right answer,” she add-
ed.

The trial has raised complicated 
issues surrounding consent and 
abuse of power for the jury of sev-
en men and five women.

Under cross-examination, both 
Mann and Haleyi admitted to at 
least one consensual sexual en-
counter with Weinstein after the 
alleged assaults.

The defence has presented 
emails that appear to show the 
accusers on friendly terms with 
Weinstein.

“The truth leaves a paper trail,” 
said Rotunno.

Weinstein faces five counts, in-
cluding predatory sexual assault, 
rape and engaging in a criminal 
sexual act.

The jury must reach a unani-
mous verdict. If it can’t then the 
judge may be forced to declare a 
mistrial.

Weinstein is also facing a sep-
arate sex crimes investigation in 
Los Angeles and is the subject of 
several civil complaints.

Harvey Weinstein arrives at the Manhattan Criminal Court


