
YOU CAN FOOL ALL OF THE PEOPLE SOME OF 
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1526 1641 1761 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Charles V and Francis I sign the 
Treaty of Madrid, forcing Fran-
cis to renounce his claims to 
Burgundy, Italy, and Flanders

Dutch East India Com-
pany conquers the city 

of Malacca, killing about 
7,000 people

Third Battle of Panipat: In one of the largest battles of the 18th century, the 
mostly Muslim Afghan Durrani Empire defeats the mostly Hindu Maratha 

Empire in northern India. An estimated 60,000 to 70,000 people are killed in 
the fighting, and about 40,000 Maratha prisoners are massacred afterward.
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The number of people 
requiring interven-

tions against trachoma, the 
world’s leading infectious 
cause of blindness, has de-
creased by 94% between 
2002 and 2025. 27 coun-
tries across Africa, the 
Americas, Asia, and Oce-
ania have eliminated tra-
choma as a public health 
problem to date.

@DrTedros

The rising number of 
casualties in Iran is 

horrifying. I unequivocal-
ly condemn the excessive 
use of force and continued 
restriction of freedom. 
The European Union has 
already listed the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps in its entirety under 
its human rights sanctions 
regime.

@vonderleyen

Delighted to meet Em-
manuel Bonne, Diplo-

matic Advisor to President 
Macron.Reaffirmed the 
strong and trusted India–
France Strategic Partner-
ship, marked by close co-
operation across multiple 
domains. Encouraging to 
see our collaboration ex-
panding into innovation, 
technology and education, 
especially as we mark the 
India–France Year of In-
novation. Also exchanged 
perspectives on key region-
al and global issues. Look 
forward to welcoming Pres-
ident Macron to India soon.

@narendramodi

The clean energy tran-
sition is unstoppable 

and irreversible.But while 
technology races ahead, in-
frastructure lags far behind. 
We must act now to build 
energy systems fit for the 
21st century & unlock the 
full power & promise of re-
newables..

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A drone crashed into a 
Kazakh-chartered oil tanker en route 
to a Russian Black Sea port earlier 
Tuesday, causing an explosion but 
no serious damage, Kazakhstan’s 
state energy firm Kazmunaygas said. 
Kazmunaygas did not say who was 
behind the attack. Ukraine, which 
has waged a years-long campaign of 
strikes against Russia’s energy sector in 
retaliation for Moscow’s invasion, did not 
immediately comment. The ship, named 
“MATILDA”, was en route to load Kazakh oil 
at the Caspian Pipeline Consortium (CPC) 
terminal on Russia’s southern Black Sea 
coast when the attack took place, Kazmunaygas said. “There were no injuries 
among the crew. According to preliminary assessments, the vessel remains 
seaworthy, and there are no signs of serious structural damage,” it added. 
Russian state media reported Ukraine attacked at least one other ship in the Black 
Sea earlier Tuesday, but that it also remained seaworthy.

u South Korean prosecutors called on 
Tuesday for the death penalty to be handed down 
to former president Yoon Suk Yeol for his December 
2024 declaration of martial law, which plunged 
the country into chaos. Yoon triggered a political 
crisis when he announced an end to civilian rule 

in December 2024 and sent troops to parliament to enforce it. But his attempt 
failed and he became the country’s first sitting president to be taken into custody 
when he was detained last January. Yoon’s criminal trial for insurrection, abuse 
of power and other offences linked to the declaration drew to a close on Tuesday 
after 11 hours of proceedings. In closing remarks, prosecutors accused him of 
being the ringleader of an “insurrection” motivated by a “lust for power aimed at 
dictatorship and long-term rule”.

u India’s army chief accused Pakistan on 
Tuesday of flying drones into Indian-administered 
territory in Kashmir. They have been told that this 
is unacceptable to us, and please put a stop to it,” 
General Upendra Dwivedi told reporters in New 
Delhi in an annual briefing to the media. eads of 
military operations of both countries spoke to each 
other earlier on Tuesday, he said. “These drones, I 
believe, were defensive drones, which want to come 
over (our territory) to see if any action is being 
planned against them,” Dwivedi said. There was no 
immediate response from Pakistan’s army. “We are 
fully alert along the Line of Control,” Dwivedi added, referring to the heavily 
fortified de facto border. Dwivedi said several low-flying drones entered Indian-
controlled airspace with their lights switched on -- as many as seven on Saturday, 
and another two or three on Sunday. “It’s possible they wanted to see if there 
were any gaps, laxity in our defence, any gaps through which they could send 
terrorists,” he added.
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India is home to the majority 
of the world’s remaining wild 

Asian elephants, a species 
listed as endangered by the 
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) 

and increasingly threatened 
by shrinking habitat.

KNOW WHAT

Apple chooses Google's 
Gemini AI to power Siri

San Francisco, United States

Tech giants Apple and 
Google announced Mon-

day a multi-year partnership 
that will see Apple's next-gen-
eration artificial intelligence 
features, including its Siri as-
sistant, be powered by Goog-
le's Gemini technology.

The collaboration marks 
a significant shift for Apple, 
which has traditionally de-
veloped its core technologies 
in-house.

A joint statement said Apple 
had selected Google's AI tech-
nology after a "careful evalua-
tion" determined that it pro-
vided "the most capable foun-
dation" for the iPhone-maker's 
AI ambitions.

The announcement repre-
sents a rare alliance between 
two companies that have long 
competed in the smartphone 
market, where Apple's iOS and 
Google's Android operating 

systems dominate globally.
However, the two rivals 

have maintained a lucrative 
partnership for years, with 
Google paying Apple billions 
of dollars annually to remain 
the default search engine on 
iPhones and other Apple de-
vices.

That arrangement has faced 
scrutiny from regulators, with 
the US Department of Justice 
arguing in an antitrust case 
that the deal helps Google 
maintain its search monop-
oly, though a judge said the 
arrangement could continue.

Tesla boss Elon Musk, who 
owns his own AI company xAI, 
slammed the latest arrange-
ment as anti-competitive. He 
called it "an unreasonable 
concentration of power for 
Google, given that they also 
have Android and Chrome."

Apple reportedly had also 
considered partnerships with 
OpenAI, Anthropic, and Per-
plexity.

India hunts rampaging elephant that killed 20 people
AFP |Patna, India

Indian wildlife officers are 
hunting a rampaging wild 

elephant blamed for killing 
at least 20 people and injur-
ing 15 others in the forests of 
Jharkhand, villagers and offi-
cials said yesterday. 

The elephant, a lone bull, is 
reported to have gone on the 
rampage for nine days begin-
ning in early January, creating 
panic in the rural West Singh-
bhum district.

"We are trying to trace and 
rescue this violent wild ele-
phant that killed so many peo-
ple," government forest officer 

Aditya Narayan told AFP, con-
firming the toll of 20 dead.

Children and the elderly are 
among the dead, as well as a 
professional elephant handler, 
known as a mahout.

But after wreaking a trail of 
destruction, it had not been 
spotted since Friday, despite 
multiple patrols in the area.

Officials said search teams, 
aided by drones, are combing 
dense forest tracts, including a 
national reserve in neighbour-
ing Odisha state.

Fear has driven residents 
of more than 20 villages to 

abandon their farms or bar-
ricade themselves indoors 
at  night ,  e lected vi l lage 
head Pratap Chachar told  
AFP.

"A police team, or forest offi-
cial vehicle, visits in the night to 
provide essential help to villag-
ers," Chachar said.

Asian elephants are now re-
stricted to just 15 percent of 
their original habitat.

A former forest official 
said  the elephant was likely 
in musth, and may now have 
calmed down and rejoined its 
herd.
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Trump urges Iranians to oust 
rulers, says ‘help’ on its way

Trump has repeatedly threatened Iran with military intervention

• The president 
did not specify what 
form the promised 
“help” would take

• Press Secretary 
said that a channel for 
diplomacy with Tehran 
remained open

• Iranian authorities 
insist they have 
regained control 

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
yesterday said Iranians 
should continue nation-

wide protests and take over the 
country’s institutions as author-
ities there cracked down on mass 
demonstrations.

“Iranian Patriots, KEEP PRO-
TESTING - TAKE OVER YOUR IN-
STITUTIONS!!!” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social platform.

“Save the names of the killers 
and abusers. They will pay a big 
price.

“I have cancelled all meetings 
with Iranian Officials until the 
senseless killing of protesters 
STOPS. HELP IS ON ITS WAY.”

Trump, who has repeatedly 
threatened Iran with military 
intervention, signed off with 
“MIGA” -- “Make Iran Great 
Again.”

The president did not spec-
ify what form the promised 
“help” would take, in a message 
that appeared to back toppling 
the government in the Islamic 
Republic -- marking a change 
in the US stance from one day  
ago.

On Monday, his Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt told report-
ers that a channel for diplomacy 
with Tehran remained open, say-
ing that Iran was taking a “far 
different tone” in private discus-
sions with Trump’s special envoy 
Steve Witkoff.

Trump on Monday also an-
nounced a 25% tariff on any 
country doing business with Iran, 
ramping up pressure as a rights 

group estimated the crackdown 
has killed at least 648 people.

Iranian authorities insist they 
have regained control after suc-
cessive nights of mass protests 

that have posed one of the big-
gest challenges to the clerical 
leadership since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution ousted the shah.

But rights groups accuse the 

government of using live fire 
against protesters and masking 
the scale of the crackdown with 
an internet blackout that has now 
lasted more than four days.

This video grab taken on January 13, 2026 from UGC images posted on social media on January 12, 2026 shows dozens of 
bodies lying inside the Tehran Province Forensic Diagnostic and Laboratory Centre in Kahrizak, with what appeares to be 
grieving relatives searching for loved ones. Other videos showing the same scenes first appeared online. (AFP)

WHO says sugary drinks, 
alcohol getting cheaper, 
should be taxed more

• The WHO said 
consistently low taxes 
on the products in most 
countries were fuelling 
obesity, diabetes, heart 
disease and cancers.

• The organisation 
said that while such 
drinks generate billions 
of dollars in profit, 
governments capture 
a relatively small 
share of that through 
health-driven taxes

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Sugary drinks and alcohol 
are getting relatively cheap-

er, the World Health Organ-
ization said Tuesday, urging 
countries to hike taxes to re-
duce consumption levels and 
boost health funding.

The WHO said consistently 
low taxes on the products in 
most countries were fuelling 
obesity, diabetes, heart disease 
and cancers.

“Weak tax systems are al-
lowing harmful products to 
remain cheap while health 
systems face mounting finan-
cial pressure from preventable 
non-communicable diseases,” 
the UN health agency said.

The organisation said that 
while such drinks generate bil-
lions of dollars in profit, gov-
ernments capture a relatively 
small share of that through 
health-driven taxes, leaving 
societies to bear the long-term 
health and economic costs.

“Health taxes are one of the 
strongest tools we have for 
promoting health and prevent-
ing disease,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in 
a statement.

“By increasing taxes on 
products like tobacco, sugary 
drinks, and alcohol, govern-
ments can reduce harmful 
consumption and unlock funds 
for vital health services.”

Tedros told a press confer-
ence that in poorer countries 
left struggling as aid funding 
dries up, such taxes could help 
make the transition towards 
sustainable self-reliance in 
running health systems.

‘Powerful industries with 
deep pockets’

Jeremy Farrar, WHO assis-
tant director-general in charge 
of health promotion, disease 
prevention and care, said the 

evidence on tobacco taxa-
tion reducing consumption 
was clear -- and sugary drinks 
should be seen in the same 
light.

“This is also about using 
taxation as a move to shift 
behaviour,” he said, adding it 
could also bolster prevention 
in countries struggling to deal 
with the rise in non-communi-
cable diseases, and allow coun-
tries to invest in healthcare.

Tedros warned that health 
taxes were not simple to im-
plement.

“They can be politically 
unpopular, and they attract 
opposition from powerful in-
dustries with deep pockets and 
a lot to lose,” he told reporters.

“But many countries have 
shown that when they are 
done right, they are a powerful 
tool for health,” he said, citing 
measures in the Philippines, 
Britain and Lithuania.

The WHO is urging states to 
raise and redesign their taxes 
as part of its “3 by 35” initia-
tive, aimed at increasing the 
prices of tobacco, alcohol and 
sugary drinks by 2035.

 Slipping through the net
The WHO issued twin global 

reports on taxes on alcohol and 
on sugar-sweetened beverages.

They said at least 116 coun-
tries tax sugary drinks like 
sodas.

“But many other high-sugar 
products, such as 100 percent 
fruit juices, sweetened milk 
drinks and ready-to-drink cof-
fees and teas, escape taxation,” 
said the WHO.

The alcohol report found 
beer had become more af-
fordable in 56 countries from 
2022 to 2024, and less afforda-
ble in 37.

It said wine was exempted 
from excise taxes in at least 
25 countries, particularly in 
Europe.

“Excise taxes should apply 
to all alcoholic beverages,” it 
said.

“There is significant room 
for better design and higher 
excise taxes on alcoholic bev-
erages to decrease affordabili-
ty and thereby reduce alcohol 
consumption and its related 
harms.”

More affordable alcohol 
“drives violence, injuries and 
disease”, said Etienne Krug, 
head of the WHO’s health de-
terminants, promotion and 
prevention department.

“While industry profits, the 
public often carries the health 
consequences and society the 
economic costs.”

US designates Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan as terrorists

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States yester-
day designated the Muslim 

Brotherhood in Egypt as well 
as Lebanon and Jordan as ter-
rorist organizations, fulfilling a 
long demand of Arab allies and 
US conservatives.

“These  designations re-
flect the  opening  actions  of 
an ongoing, sustained effort 
to  thwart  Muslim Brother-
hood  chapters’  violence and 
destabilization wherever it oc-
curs,” Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said in a statement.

“The United States will use all 
available tools to deprive these 
Muslim Brotherhood chapters 
of the resources to engage in or 
support terrorism.”

President Donald Trump 
in November set in motion 
the process to take action 

against the pan-Islamist move-
ment, which was founded in 
Egypt in 1928 and has since 
spread across the Arab world.

The Trump administration 
designated the Egyptian as well 
as Jordanian chapters of the 
Muslim Brotherhood on 
the basis of their sup-
port for Hamas, 
the Palestinian 
armed group.

The Muslim 
Brotherhood 
rose to power 
in Egypt demo-
cratically through 
the election of 
Mohamed Morsi. 
He was deposed 
in 2013 in a 
m i l -

itary coup by then military 
chief Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who 
has since pursued a sweeping 
crackdown against the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Egypt as well as fellow US 
allies Saudi Arabia 

and the United 
A ra b  E m i r-
a t e s  h a v e 
long sought 
to suppress 
the Muslim 
B ro t h e r-
hood.

N. Korean leader’s sister says Seoul’s 
hopes for better ties a ‘pipe dream’

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un’s powerful sister 

yesterday dismissed hopes for 
improved relations with Seoul 
as a “pipe dream”, and demand-
ed an apology over an alleged 
drone incursion from the South.

“As far as Seoul’s various 
hope-filled wild dreams called 
‘repair of DPRK-ROK relations’ 
are concerned, they all can nev-
er come true,” Kim Yo Jong said 
in a statement carried by the 
state-run Korean Central News 
Agency, using the acronyms for 
the official names of both coun-
tries.

Pyongyang said over the 
weekend that it shot down a 
drone near the North Korean 

city of Kaesong in early Jan-
uary after it crossed from the 
South Korean border county of 
Ganghwa.

Seoul denied the claim, say-
ing the drone shown in photos 
released by Pyongyang was not 

a model its military operates.
South Korean President Lee 

Jae Myung has ordered a joint 
military-police probe into the 
drone case, saying any civilian 
involvement would be “a seri-
ous crime that threatens peace 
on the Korean Peninsula”.

Kim Yo Jong said the North 
sees the incident as a grave 
provocation.

“The Seoul authorities should 
admit and apologize for having 
violated the sovereignty of the 
DPRK and take a measure for 
preventing reoccurrence,” she 
said, warning that repeated in-
fringements would force them 
to “pay the price they cannot 
deal with”.

“This is not a mere rhetorical 
threat,” she added.

Kim Yo Jong, sister of North Korea’s 
leader Kim Jong Un

Scott Adams, US creator of ‘Dilbert’ cartoon, dies at 68
AFP | New York, United States

Scott Adams, the US cartoon-
ist famous for his “Dilbert” 

comic strip whose career was 
later soured by a racism row, has 
died at age 68, his ex-wife said 
yesterday. 

Adams, who rose to fame in 
the 1990s with his satirical take 
on white-collar office life, had 
been receiving hospice care at 
his home in northern Califor-
nia after he was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer.

Ex-wife Shelly Miles an-
nounced his passing in an emo-
tional, live-streamed message on 
Adams’s YouTube channel, “Real 

Coffee with Scott Adams.”
US President Donald Trump 

paid tribute to Adams as a “great 
influencer” in a post on his Truth 
Social platform.

“He was a fantastic guy, who 

liked and respected me when 
it wasn’t fashionable to do so,” 
Trump wrote. Adams endorsed 
Trump before his 2016 election 
win. “Dilbert” was first pub-
lished in 1989 and followed its 
title character working as an en-
gineer in a micromanaged office. 
It was syndicated to some 2,000 
newspapers internationally at 
its peak.

But many publications includ-
ing the Washington Post dropped 
the comic after Adams posted a 
video in 2023 calling Black peo-
ple a “hate group.”

His rant was prompted by a 
poll by conservative-leaning Ras-
mussen Reports, whose results 

he said showed a slim majority 
of Black respondents agreed with 
the statement, “It’s okay to be 
white.” “That’s a hate group and 
I don’t want anything to do with 
them,” Adams said in the video.

“Based on the current way 
things are going, the best advice 
I would give to white people is 
to get the hell away from Black 
people.”

Adams later defended his com-
ments and said that he had been 
using hyperbole.

He won support from right-
wing billionaire Elon Musk, who 
called US media “racist” for their 
decision to stop publishing the 
cartoon.


