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Cost-of-Living allowance 
rules under review to 
reassess ‘Actual Income’
Mohammed Darwish
TDT |Manama

BD1,000 income cap and 
‘single CR’ rule for Bah-

rain’s cost-of-living allow-
ance are under review, with 
ministers re-measuring ‘actu-
al income’, especially for the 
self-employed.

In a written reply to Par-
liament, Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Ghanim Al 
Buainain said the review looks 
at how eligibility is set so sup-
port reaches those who qualify 
while keeping social aims and 
the public purse in balance. 
The work centres on how 
‘actual income’ is defined for 
people whose earnings vary 
and may not be captured by 
the current tests.

Current rules were agreed 
by the executive and legisla-
ture in 2013 and have been 
used since. Sup-
port  goes to 
e v e r y  B a h -
raini head of 
h o u s e h o l d 
o n  B D 1 , 0 0 0 
or less. The 
a l l o w a n c e 
is split into 
three in-
c o m e 

bands. Beneficiaries may hold 
one commercial registration.

On 20 December 2021 the 
Cabinet raised the allowance 
for low-income groups by 10 
per cent. The present review, 
run with the relevant bodies, 
seeks clearer and fairer ways 
to gauge income across differ-
ent groups, including free-pro-
fession workers.

While the reply stops short 
of backing the motion outright, 
the government says it agrees 
with its aims and is finishing 
a technical study that takes in 
all related factors, including 
sharper tests for ‘actual in-
come’. Any changes are meant 
to improve how the scheme 
works and better match sup-
port to people’s circumstances.

The reply closes by saying 
the government will keep 
working with MPs to meet 

citizens’ expectations and 
uphold social justice 

within a wider plan 
for steady economic 

and social progress.

Ghanim Al 
Buainain, Minister 
of Parliamentary 

Affairs

‘Ali Bahar Night’ fills the theatre and the Soul
Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama

It was more than a concert 
— it was a homecoming for 

the soul of Bahraini music. The 
Bahrain National Theatre came 
alive last night as the Bahrain 
Philharmonic Orchestra, under 
the masterful baton of Maestro 
Mubarak Najeeb, presented the 
highly anticipated encore of “Ali 
Bahar Night.”

The audience, a sea of emo-
tion and admiration, filled 
every seat — a reflection of 
how deeply the late Ali Bahar 
still resonates with the nation’s  
heart. 

Tickets for this extra per-
formance had vanished in re-
cord time, gone within three 
hours of release, proving that 
Bahar’s voice, even years after 
his passing, still calls people  
together.

From the moment the first 
note echoed through the hall, 
nostalgia swept over the crowd. 
Familiar melodies — once heard 
on radios, at family gatherings, 
and along the Bahraini coast-
line — returned transformed, 
elevated by sweeping orchestral 
arrangements that carried both 
reverence and renewal. Under 
Dr. Mubarak Najeeb’s direc-
tion, Bahar’s songs gained new 
color — strings danced, brass 
soared, and percussion pulsed 
with the rhythm of Bahraini  
pride.

Each piece drew thunderous 
applause. Some in the audience 
smiled through tears; others 

swayed gently, caught between 
memory and melody. It was as 

if the spirit of Ali Bahar him-
self hovered above the stage — 

guiding, blessing, and singing 
through every note.
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Tougher sanctions
Parliament passes urgent government-drafted bill tightening  

rules for external auditors

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

An  u r g e n t  g o v e r n -
ment-drafted bill tight-
ening Bahrain’s exter-

nal audit rules was passed by 
Parliament yesterday, bringing 
tougher entry terms for auditors 
and a wider set of penalties for 
breaches.

The law amends Decree-Law 
No. 15 of 2021 and was pushed 
through on the fast track along-
side Royal Decree No. 76 of 
2025.

It also swaps the old discipli-
nary council for a new ‘Account 
Auditors Accountability Coun-
cil’, expands quality checks on 
audit work and adds fresh duties 
on transparency for auditors 
who sign off accounts for listed 
firms and key public bodies.

Oversight
Minister of Industry and 

Commerce, His Excellency Ab-
dulla bin Adel Fakhro, told MPs 
the law sits at the heart of the 
ministry’s corporate oversight, 
saying, “This law is one of the 
most important laws the minis-
try relies on for financial over-
sight of companies.”

He said the changes were 
meant to lift governance, open 
up clearer disclosure, and raise 
the standard of audit work in 
Bahrain.

Fakhro said the draft put 
before the chamber was not 
rushed together overnight.

“It came after many rounds 
that took more than three years 
of negotiation and consultation 

with all relevant bodies,” he 
said, adding that the talks cov-
ered the Central Bank of Bah-
rain, professional groups and 
both public and private bodies.

He said the government had 
put Bahrainisation front and 
centre, arguing that the profes-
sion should be led locally.

“This law gives the highest 
priority to Bahrainisation and 

protecting the auditing profes-
sion,” he told MPs.

During the debate, MP Dr 
Ali Al Nuaimi backed the bill 
in principle but questioned 
the route used to send it to the 
chamber under the Constitu-
tion’s urgency article, saying, 
“Article 87 is meant to avoid 
harm that can follow when de-
ciding some laws is delayed.”

He also urged a clearer, more 
consistent yardstick across laws 
on when a profession is reserved 
for Bahrainis, and warned 
against giving too much of the 
detail over to later ministerial 
decisions.

Certificate
At the entry gate, the new text 

makes a valid professional ac-
counting certificate a condition 
for registration as a practising 
external auditor, alongside con-
duct and experience tests.

It also adds extra terms for 
non-Bahrainis, including proof 
they remain fit to practise in 
the country where they last 
worked, and gives the minis-
ter wider scope to set rules on 
what counts as accepted expe-
rience, including work gained  
abroad.

“This law is one of 
the most important 

laws the ministry 
relies on for 

financial oversight of 
companies.” 

— H.E. ABDULLA BIN ADEL FAKHRO, MIN-
ISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 

“We need a clearer, 
more consistent 

yardstick across laws 
on when a profession 

is reserved for 
Bahrainis.” 
— MP ALI AL NUAIMI

Legal action to 
be taken against 
illegal gathering
TDT | Manama

The Deputy Chief of 
Police, Lt-General Dr 

Shaikh Hamad bin Moham-
med Al Khalifa, said that 
legal action will be taken 
against any illegal gather-
ing, particularly in light of 
clear government directives 
to intensify efforts to em-
ploy citizens.   

He noted that the Min-
istry of Labour has an-
nounced precise mecha-
nisms and digital platforms 
that allow job seekers to 
submit and follow up on 
employment applications 
with full transparency and 
ease through the National 
Employment Platform.

He also noted that appli-
cants wishing to attend in 
person must book an ap-
pointment in advance, start-
ing Sunday, 11 January 2026, 
to access employment and 
unemployment insurance 
services.

In light of these gov-
ernment initiatives and 
measures to address em-
ployment, the Deputy Chief 
of Police stressed that all 
necessary legal actions will 
be taken against gatherings 
that violate the law.

He further emphasised 
the importance of uphold-
ing the supreme national 
interest, preserving the 
country’s accomplishments.

Deportation 
order lifted by 
appeals court
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

An appeals court has 
scrapped a three-year 

deportation order against 
a defendant convicted of 
unlawful residence after 
the court was shown pa-
pers confirming his status 
in the Kingdom had been 
put in order, while keeping 
a 10-dinar fine that it sus-
pended for three years.

According to lawyer Jas-
sim Al Issa, the court upheld 
the first-instance finding 
that the defendant stayed in 
Bahrain after his residence 
permit had expired and was 
not renewed, based on the 
case file.

It changed only the pen-
alty once it had been given 
proof that his position had 
been corrected.

Prosecutors said the de-
fendant remained in the 
country unlawfully up to 9 
November 2022, after his 
visa ended without renewal.

The charge was brought 
under provisions of the Penal 
Code and the Foreigners Law.

At first instance, the court 
ruled on 6 August 2024 to 
accept an objection on pro-
cedural grounds, cancel a 
penal order and treat it as 
if it had never been issued, 
then convict the defendant 
and fine him BD10.


