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Under the United Nations Standard Minimum 
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Mandela 
Rules), rehabilitation is considered a core purpose 
of imprisonment. The UN emphasises that prisons 
should not simply detain people but must actively 

prepare inmates for reintegration through 
education, vocational training and personal 

development programmes.
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HM King returns after visit to Egypt
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa returned to Bahrain following a private visit to Egypt. HM the King was welcomed by His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister.

Israel bans mobile 
phones in primary 
schools
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel will ban children 
from using mobile phones 

in primary schools from 
February, the education 
ministry's website said Fri-
day, emphasising the de-
vices' "negative effects" on 
students.

In implementing the ban, 
Israel will join a growing 
number of countries moving 
to prevent children from ac-
cessing their phones while 
in educational establish-
ments.

"From February 2, a new 
policy will be implemented 
in primary schools: children 
will be prohibited from us-
ing mobile phones on school 
premises," the education 
ministry said in a statement.

Messi to unveil 
21-metre statue of 
himself on India 
'GOAT' tour
AFP | Kolkata, India

Lionel Messi will unveil a 
21-metre (70-foot) stat-

ue of himself in India today 
as he embarks on a three-
day tour of the country that 
has sparked a fan frenzy.

The iron sculpture in 
Kolkata, which shows Mes-
si holding aloft the World 
Cup, is part of a so-called 
GOAT Tour that will take in 
four Indian cities and a pos-
sible meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

The 38-year-old Argen-
tina and Inter Miami su-
perstar will unveil the 
monument virtually rather 
than in person for security 
reasons.

Iran arrests Nobel-
prize winning 
activist Narges 
Mohammadi: 
supporters
AFP | Paris, France

Iranian security forc-
es yesterday "violently" 

arrested the 2023 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Narges 
Mohammadi at a memorial 
ceremony for a lawyer who 
died earlier this month, her 
supporters said.

Mohammadi, who was 
granted temporary leave 
from prison in December 
2024, was detained along 
with several other activists 
at the ceremony for lawyer 
Khosrow Alikordi, who was 
found dead in his office last 
week, her foundation wrote 
on X. Also writing on X, Mo-
hammadi's Paris-based hus-
band, Taghi Rahmani, said 
she had been arrested at the 
ceremony in the eastern city 
of Mashhad along with fel-
low prominent activist Sep-
ideh Gholian.

Former Iraqi 
president Salih 
appointed new 
UNHCR chief
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Former Iraqi president 
Barham Salih will be-

come the next United Na-
tions High Commissioner 
for Refugees, a UN source 
told yesterday, taking over 
an agency tackling swinge-
ing budget cuts.

Salih was president of 
Iraq from 2018 to 2022. He 
will take over as UN refu-
gees chief next month from 
Filippo Grandi, who is leav-
ing at the end of December 
after 10 years in the post.

Rehabilitation 
not employment 

Government amendment replaces term ‘employment’

• New amendment 
would make 
rehabilitation and 
training compulsor

• Draft covers civil 
liability for injuries 
or illnesses

• Cabinet approved 
the draft on 17 
November 2025

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Rehabilitation and train-
ing programmes could 
soon become compulsory 

for prisoners in Bahrain, un-
der a new government-drafted 
amendment now before Par-
liament.

The proposed change replac-
es the previous term “employ-
ment” with “rehabilitation and 
training”, signalling a shift in fo-
cus from prison labour to struc-
tured, skills-based programmes 

aimed at reintegration.
The Foreign Affairs, Defence 

and National Security Com-
mittee has been assigned as 
the main panel to review the 
amendment, while the Legisla-
tive and Legal Affairs Commit-
tee will also provide input.

Under the new text, all in-
mates would be required to 
take part in rehabilitation and 
training programmes, except 
for remand detainees and those 

whose medical conditions pre-
vent participation. Where pos-
sible, the programmes should 
match an inmate’s existing craft 
or professional background.

Executive regulations would 
define the types of programmes 
offered, their duration, maxi-
mum working hours, allowanc-
es and eligibility criteria. They 
would also outline the condi-
tions for training conducted 
outside correctional centres, 

in coordination with relevant 
authorities.

The draft further addresses 
civil liability, stating that in-
mates would be protected in 
cases of occupational injuries 
or professional illnesses arising 
during participation in rehabil-
itation and training activities.

A memorandum from the 
Legislation and Legal Opinion 
Commission links the amend-
ment to remarks from the In-
ternational Labour Organiza-
tion’s expert committee, which 
had raised concerns about pro-
visions that could amount to 
compulsory labour when im-
posed alongside imprisonment. 
The memo notes that Bahrain, 
which joined the convention on 
the abolition of forced labour 
in 1998, is responding to those 
concerns through the proposed 
changes.

The Cabinet approved the 
draft for referral to the legisla-
tive authority on 17 November 
2025. If passed by both cham-
bers and ratified, the amend-
ments would take effect the day 
after their publication in the 
Official Gazette.

Representative image
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Germany blames 
Russia for 
cyberattack
AFP | Berlin, Germany

Germany yesterday ac-
cused Russia of a cy-

berattack targeting its air 
traffic control and spread-
ing disinformation ahead of 
February’s general election, 
charges dismissed by Russia 
as “absurd” and “baseless”.

A German foreign min-
istry spokesman said secu-
rity services had proof that 
hacker groups run by Rus-
sia’s military intelligence 
service GRU were responsi-
ble for the attack and influ-
ence operations.

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, yesterday attended the Al Raffah Media Festival, held at the 
Rashid Equestrian and Horse Racing Club (REHC), in Al Raffah. The Festival featured three races: the Al Raffah Media Cup, the Celebrate Bahrain Cup, and the 
NAD Holding Cup. Winners of the cups were announced, and Mrs. Sarah Ahmed Buheji, CEO of Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority (BTEA), presented the 
Celebrate Bahrain Cup to Abdullah Fawzi Nass, while His Highness Shaikh Nader bin Mohammed bin Salman Al Khalifa received the NAD Holding Cup and Al 
Raffah Media Cup from Mr. Mohammed Haji, Deputy CEO of NAD Holding.

 Al Raffah Media Festival

P2
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In parts of the GCC, 
especially Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, rain can 
cause temperatures to 
drop by more than 10°C 
within just a few hours. 

The sudden cooling 
is due to dry desert 
air mixing with rain-

cooled downdrafts — a 
dramatic shift rarely 
seen in more temper-

ate regions.

KNOW

BETTER

Brace for showers and some shivers 
Bahrain set for rain, thunder and a sharp winter chill

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain is gearing up for 
an unsettled stretch of 
weather, with scattered 

rain, gusty winds, thick clouds 

and a noticeable drop in temper-
atures expected over the coming 
days.

Several parts of Muharraq, the 
Northern Governorate, Riffa and 

Sitra were splashed by light to 
moderate showers yesterday, as 
a low-pressure system tightened 
its grip on the kingdom. Its im-
pact became more pronounced 

last night and is set to continue 
today.

According to the Meteorolog-
ical Directorate at the Ministry 
of Transportation and Commu-
nications, thunderstorms ac-
companied by strong gusts of 
wind are possible, with skies 
turning partly cloudy to over-
cast. Residents are advised to 
brace for a chill as temperatures 
dip through the weekend, with 
partly cloudy conditions expect-
ed until tomorrow. Chances of 
scattered rain are set to linger 
into Monday as well.

Municipal councils and mu-
nicipalities say they are on full 
alert, coordinating with rele-

vant authorities and preparing 
for any contingencies to ensure 
smooth traffic flow and safe-
guard lives and property.

The Coast Guard Command 
has urged sea-goers to exercise 
caution amid rain and winds, 
while the General Directorate 
of Traffic is calling on motorists 
to drive carefully, maintain safe 
distances, follow proper lane 
discipline and avoid distractions 
on the road. Forecasters say tem-
peratures will begin sliding from 
Saturday, with a cold wave ar-
riving on Monday. During this 
period, temperatures could fall 
below 16°C, paired with humid-
ity levels climbing above 95%.

Similar weather across the 
GCC

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and other Gulf Coop-
eration Council member states 
are also experiencing similar 
turbulent weather patterns.

Saudi Arabia’s National Centre 
for Meteorology (NCM) has fore-
cast moderate to heavy thun-
derstorms capable of triggering 
flash floods, accompanied by 
hail and strong winds. Regions 
including Makkah, Madinah, 
Qassim, Riyadh, the Eastern 
Province and the Northern Bor-
ders are expected to be affect-
ed. Wind speeds could reach 
40km/h and occasionally touch 
50km/h.

In the UAE, residents have 
been alerted to prepare for a 
week of shifting weather as 
cloudy skies, scattered rainfall 
and gusty winds take hold. The 
NCM said the country is entering 
a spell of unstable conditions 
driven by surface and upper-lev-
el low-pressure systems.

Qatar Meteorology reported 
that cloud cover is expected to 
increase across the country from 
Friday, December 12, continuing 
through next week—signalling 
more unsettled weather in the 
region.

Kuwait, in its latest update, 
said it too would see scattered 
rainfall over the weekend, along 
with the possibility of evening 
fog.

Wind: Variable mainly Norther-
ly 7 to 12 knots with gusts may 
reach 25 knots by afternoon.
Sea State: 1 to 3 feet rising up 
to 6 feet offshore during gusts.
Temperature: Maximum 27ºC, 
Minimum 29ºC.
Humidity: Maximum 85%, Min-
imum 45%.

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister attends the Al Raffah Media Festival
The results 
Round 1: The horse Obeyan 1893, from Al Wasmiya Stables, achieved his 
first victory this season after a strong performance in the Arabian Purebred 
Horses Race.

Round 2: The horse South China Sea from Al Adiyat Stables achieved his 
first victory in the second round, with a successful ride by the jockey Ebrahim 
Nader who took the lead in the Bahrain Bred Horses Race. 

Round 3: The horse Call of Duty, owned by M&E Racing, won his first victory 
after an outstanding performance in the Bahrain Bred Handicap Race.

Round 4: The horse Asaaff, owned by His Highness Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa, won the Bahrain Bred Handicap Race after a close 
fight near the finish line.

Round 5: Gulf Racing’s horse Athan continued his impressive successes 
by securing his second consecutive victory this season as he won the 
Celebrate Bahrain Cup for imported horses, sponsored by BTEA, after a strong 
performance. 

Round 6: The horse Hattab gifted His Highness Shaikh Salman bin Khalid 
bin Ali Al Khalifa the second win of the racing evening, ridden by the jockey 
Ebrahim Nader who continued his strong form with three wins.

Round 7: The favorite horse Hot Dancer from Al Mohamediya Racing 
managed to win the NAD Holding Cup for imported horses, which is his second 
consecutive victory, after a thrilling competition with the horse Al Shababi. 

Round 8: The horse Western from Al Mohamediya Racing won the first 
edition of Al Raffah Media Cup after a strong competition and a fast-paced 
battle in the imported horses round. 

TDT | Manama 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-

ifa, the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, yesterday attended the 
Al Raffah Media Festival, held at 
the Rashid Equestrian and Horse 
Racing Club (REHC), in Al Raffah. 
The Festival featured three races: 
the Al Raffah Media Cup, the Cel-
ebrate Bahrain Cup, and the NAD 
Holding Cup.

Winners of the cups were an-
nounced, and Mrs. Sarah Ahmed 
Buheji, CEO of Bahrain Tour-

ism and Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA), presented the Celebrate 
Bahrain Cup to Abdullah Fawzi 
Nass, while His Highness Shai-
kh Nader bin Mohammed bin 
Salman Al Khalifa received the 
NAD Holding Cup and Al Raffah 
Media Cup from Mr. Moham-
med Haji, Deputy CEO of NAD  
Holding.

The racing evening saw a re-
markable public turnout at this 
national media event, which 
brought together the joy of cel-
ebrating national holidays with 
honoring Bahraini media. This 

unique initiative, launched by the 
Club for the first time, introduced 
Al Raffah Media Cup in appreci-
ation and recognition of the ded-
icated service and outstanding 
contributions of Bahraini me-
dia professionals. The initiative 
comes as part of the Club’s diverse 
and ongoing programs during the 
horseracing season.

The evening also included 
thrilling competitions and strong 
victories, adding an exciting di-
mension to the entertaining and 
varied activities that continue 
to distinguish the Club’s weekly 

horse races.
His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 

Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Minister of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Court and Chairman of the 
High Committee of the REHC; 
His Highness Shaikh Faisal bin 
Rashid Al Khalifa, Vice President 
of the Supreme Council for En-
vironment, Deputy Chairman 
of the REHC, and member of the 
Supreme Council for Youth and 
Sports; along with several senior 
officials, and representatives of 
the event’s sponsors also attended 
the Festival.
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Faulty custom furniture? 
Consumers now have the right to refuse and refund

• Buyers can file 
complaints legally

• They may 
demand a refund

• Law requires 
suppliers to comply

• Civil code protects 
consumer rights

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

Shoppers ordering cus-
tom-made furniture 
have a clear right to 

reject the final product 
and claim a refund if the 
delivered item differs 
significantly from what 
they paid for, lawyer Jas-
sim Al Essa has told The 
Daily Tribune.

His comments come amid ris-
ing complaints from customers 
who say finished pieces often 
don’t match the specifications, 
design or quality they agreed 
to.

According to Al Essa, the 
key issue is the extent of the 
mismatch and whether it 
undermines the purpose of 
the purchase—especially in 
cases where the shop refus-
es to redo the work. “In such 
situations, the buyer can insist 
that the contract be fulfilled as 
agreed, or move to terminate it 
and seek compensation for any 
damages,” he explained.

He pointed to Article 8 of the 
Consumer Protection Law (Law 
No. 35 of 2012), which obliges 

suppliers to replace defective 
or non-conforming goods—or 
take them back and refund the 
full price—at no extra cost to the 
consumer.

Al Essa added that cus-
tom-made furniture orders fall 

u n d e r  t h e 
Bahraini Civil Code (Law No. 

19 of 2001), either as a contract 
for work or as a sale of goods to 
be delivered later according to 
a set description. In both cases, 
the seller is legally required to 
provide items that match the 
agreed specifications, and major 
deviations amount to a serious 

breach.
If faced with a faulty delivery, 

the buyer should formally noti-
fy the seller that the goods are 
being rejected due to non-con-
formity and request a full re-
fund. Should the seller fail to 
respond, the consumer can file 

a complaint 
with the Con-

sumer Protection 
Directorate.

For those pursuing civil ac-
tion, Al Essa cited Article 140/A 
of the Civil Code, which allows 
the non-breaching party to ask 
the court—after proper no-
tice—to enforce the contract or 
rescind it, with compensation 

where applicable. Buyers may 
send notice through registered 
mail with proof of receipt, giving 
the seller seven days to reply 
before proceeding to court.

If the contract is rescinded, 
Articles 142/A and 147 require 
both parties to be restored to the 
positions they held before the 
agreement, in line with the Civil 
Code’s rules on termination and 
rescission.

The buyer should 
notify the seller 

that the goods are 
being rejected due 
to non-conformity 
and request a full 

refund. If the seller 
fails to respond, 

the buyer can file 
a complaint with 

the Consumer 
Protection 
Directorate

LAWYER JASSIM AL ESSA 

Representative 
image

Two more arrested in BD 
50,000 gold theft case

Interior Ministry said the suspects are Chinese nationals 

• Police recovered 
more stolen gold 
jewellery from suspects 
initially arrested

TDT | Manama 

Police have arrested two 
more Chinese nationals 

aboard a flight that was about 
to take off, in connection with a 
gold jewellery theft at a private 
residence in Bahrain valued at 
approximately BD 50,000.

The arrests followed after 
police recovered more stolen 
gold jewellery from suspects in-
itially arrested.  The Ministry of 
Interior confirmed the arrests, 
stating that the General Direc-
torate of Criminal Investigation 
and Forensic Science continued 
its investigation following the 
first apprehensions at Bahrain 
International Airport. The de-
tainees have been referred to 
the Public Prosecution for fur-
ther action. The suspects 

Muharraq Nights 2025 showcases 
Bahrain’s heritage, says Minister

TDT | Manama 

Rawan bint Najeeb Tawfi-
qi, Youth Affairs Minister, 

said the fourth edition of Mu-
harraq Nights has once again 
highlighted the festival’s role 
as a vibrant cultural landmark 
celebrating Bahrain’s heritage 
and identity. She praised the 
active contribution of young 
Bahrainis, whose ideas and in-
itiatives continue to breathe 
new life into the festival, pre-

senting national traditions 
in innovative, contemporary  
ways.

The minister made her re-
marks during a visit to the 
Mahmood Ismail Al Saa’ati Mu-
seum at Bait Jamsheer, held as 
part of the festival and attend-
ed by members of the nation-
al “Laame’” project. She was 
briefed by Mohamed Akbar Al 
Saa’ati, who shared the legacy 
of his grandfather, Mahmood 
Ismail Al Saa’ati, a pioneering 
figure credited with introduc-

ing cinema to Bahrain. He also 
highlighted his grandfather’s 
contributions to early sound 
recordings, watchmaking, and 
other cultural trades.

Minister Tawfiqi commend-
ed the Al Saa’ati family for 
preserving and presenting this 
important chapter of Bahrain’s 
story, noting that their work 
reflects the creativity of Bah-
raini youth and provides vis-
itors with meaningful insight 
into the Kingdom’s cultural 
evolution.
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HE Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Finance and National Economy Minister, met with a US Congress delegation headed by Senator Steve Daines, a member 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The minister underscored the long-standing and trusted partnership between Bahrain and the United States, noting 
the steady growth of cooperation across key sectors. He added that Bahrain remains committed to strengthening its cooperation with the United States and to 
expanding opportunities for collaboration, particularly in finance and the wider economy, in support of shared priorities and future ambitions.

Finance Minister receives US Congress delegation

October imports top 2.65 billion kg, 
valued at BD 520 million
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain imported over 2.65 
billion kilograms of goods 

in October 2025, with the total 
value reaching approximately 
BD 520 million, according to 
data from the Bahrain Open 
Data Portal released by the In-
formation and eGovernment 
Authority.

In US dollars, the import bill 
for the month stood at around 
$1.388 billion, offering a snap-
shot of the wide-ranging trade 
flows entering the country dur-
ing the period.

T h e  r e c o r d e d  i m p o r t s 
spanned more than 2.315 billion 

units, covering a diverse mix 
of goods, including raw mate-
rials, industrial products, and 
food items. Key trading part-
ners listed for October included 
Belgium, France, the Sultanate 
of Oman, and Somalia, among 
others.

Notable imports for the 
month included livestock and 
specialty animals such as sport 
horses, cows, and goats. The 
shipments also featured iron 
and steel products, mixed fruits 
and vegetables, household and 
institutional electrical appli-
ances, plastic goods, decorative 
items, and jewellery, reflect-
ing Bahrain’s varied import  
needs.

Tenders opened for school repairs, power 
station upgrade, and classroom furniture

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Five public tenders have 
been opened by the Tender 

Board, drawing 22 bids in total.
One of them, from the Minis-

try of Works, seeks a full over-
haul of Dair Primary Interme-
diate Girls School. The minis-

try said the job covers civil and 
building work such as internal 
and external painting, repair-
ing cracks, fixing ceilings and 
floors, repairing or replacing 
doors and windows, and refur-
bishing bathrooms.

It said the package also in-
cludes mechanical work to 
upgrade water networks and 

replace water tanks, alongside 
electrical work to refurbish the 
electrical room, replace distri-
bution boards and lighting, and 
renew the fire system. Six bids 
were received, with the lowest 
at BD491,000.

The Electricity and Water 
Authority has also put out a 
tender to upgrade a 66kV feed-

er relay panel at main power 
transmission stations that have 
been running for more than 20 
years. Four bids were received, 
with the lowest at BD253,000.

In a second tender, the au-
thority ’s General Services 
and Central Stores Directo-
rate is seeking the supply of 
water fittings (bend, tee and 

puddle flange). Two bids were 
submitted, with the lowest at 
BD138,000.

The Ministry of Education, 
meanwhile, is seeking durable, 
high-quality classroom furni-
ture, saying the request cov-
ers all classroom furniture and 
related items and must meet 
the technical specifications and 

safety standards in the tender 
conditions. Five bids were 
received, with the lowest at 
BD69,000.

Bapco Refining has also float-
ed a tender to buy column trays 
for the 4ACDU unit for mainte-
nance and inspection work in 
2027. It received five bids, with 
the lowest at BD62,000.

Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma, Minister of Education and Chair of the 
Higher Education Council Board of Trustees, received with Professor Yutaro 
Oki, Director of the J-MENA Network promoting study opportunities in Japan 
across the Middle East and North Africa. Okai Asako, Ambassador of Japan 
to Bahrain, attended the meeting. The discussions focused on enhancing 
collaboration to create more opportunities for Bahraini students to pursue 
higher education in Japan, particularly in fields such as engineering, science, 
technology, communications, and research

Dr. Mohammed Ali Behzad, Ambassador of Bahrain to Belgium, led the 
Kingdom’s delegation at the 14th GCC–EU Economic Dialogue, convened 
yesterday at the European Commission in Brussels. The GCC Secretariat’s 
delegation was headed by Dr. Abdulaziz bin Hamad Al Owaishek, GCC 
Assistant Secretary-General for Foreign Affairs, Political Affairs, and 
Negotiations. The EU side was led by Annika Ericsgård, Director for 
International Economic and Financial Relations and Global Governance, 
with participation from senior experts and officials from both the GCC 
and the European Union. Dr. Behzad noted that the dialogue has become 
an important forum for deepening cooperation between the GCC and the 
EU, particularly as both sides look to address shared economic pressures, 
support sustainable growth and identify new areas for partnership in trade, 
investment and clean energy.

1 4 t h  G C C – E U  E c o n o m i c  D i a l o g u e

Minister of Education

BAHRAIN EMBASSY IN AMMAN CELEBRATES NATIONAL DAY

The Embassy of Bahrain in Jordan hosted a reception in Amman to mark Bahrain’s national holidays and the anniversary of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa’s accession. The event was attended by Dr. Nancy Namrouqa, Jordan’s Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. During the ceremony, Bahrain’s Ambassador 
to Jordan, Sheikh Khalifa bin Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, conveyed his warmest congratulations to His Majesty King Hamad and to His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, on this national occasion.

His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Representative of His 
Majesty the King for Humanitarian Work and Youth Affairs, watched his 
children, His Highness Shaikh Hamad bin Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa and 
His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa participate 
in the Spartan Sports Festival 2025, which is held annually with wide 
participation across various categories. His Highness’s sons participated in 
the Calisthenics competition in the Street lifting category for under-16, held 
for the first time in the Kingdom. His Highness Shaikh Hamad bin Nasser 
bin Hamad and His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Nasser bin Hamad gave 
outstanding performances in the competitions.

Spartan Sports Festival 2025
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Global parcel ship-
ments have exploded 
in recent years — the 
world now sends over 
170 billion parcels a 

year, and this volume 
is expected to surpass 
250 billion parcels an-
nually by 2027, driven 
largely by e-commerce 
and same-day deliv-

ery services.

KNOW WHAT

Modern cars contain 
150–200 kilograms of 
plastic components, 

making up 10–15% of a 
vehicle’s total weight. 

These plastics help 
reduce overall weight, 

improving fuel effi-
ciency and lowering 
emissions compared 
with older, heavier 

metal parts.

KNOW WHAT

EU agrees three-euro small 
parcel tax to tackle China flood

Last year, 4.6 billion small retail packages entered the European Union

• The levy will 
be introduced on 
a temporary basis 
starting July 1

• European retailers 
argue they face 
unfair competition

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

EU  f i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r s 
agreed yesterday to im-
pose a three-euro duty on 

low-value imports into the bloc 
from July 2026 to help tackle a 
flood of small parcels ordered 
via the likes of Shein and Temu.

Last year, 4.6 billion small re-
tail packages entered the Euro-
pean Union -- more than 145 per 
second -- with 91% originating 
in China and their numbers ex-
pected to keep rising.

Starting at three euros, the 
new fee will apply once per item 
in cases where packages contain 
different products, but only once 
if they contain multiples of the 
same item, a spokesperson for 

the European Council told AFP.
The move comes a month after 

the EU agreed to scrap a duty 
exemption for parcels worth less 
than 150 euros ($174) import-
ed directly to consumers in the 
27-nation bloc, in many cases 

via Chinese-founded platforms.
The levy will be introduced 

on a temporary basis starting 
July 1, staying in place until the 
bloc can settle on a permanent 
solution for taxing such imports.

“This temporary measure 

responds to the fact that such 
parcels currently enter the EU 
duty free, leading to unfair com-
petition for EU sellers, health 
and safety risks for consumers, 
high levels of fraud and environ-
mental concerns,” the Council, 

which represents EU member 
states, said in a statement.

‘Major victory’
European retailers argue they 

face unfair competition from 
overseas platforms, such as 
AliExpress, Shein and Temu, 
which they claim do not always 
comply with the EU’s stringent 
rules on products.

Key EU power France has 
made the matter a priority, giv-
en the around 800 million such 
packages shipped to the country 
last year and strong domestic 
pressure to take action.

French Finance Minister Ro-
land Lescure welcomed the flat 
tax as “a major victory for the 
European Union”.

“Europe is taking concrete 
steps to protect its single market, 
its consumers and its sovereign-
ty,” he said.

The move comes as the EU 
strives to bolster the continent’s 
competitiveness by making the 
lives of European businesses 
easier through slashing red tape.

Alongside ending the duty ex-
emption, the EU executive in 
May proposed a small package 
handling fee worth two euros. 

EU member states have yet to 
agree on the level of that fee, but 
hope it will apply from late 2026.

Fed up with waiting, some 
states have already moved for-
ward with their own plans, in-
cluding Romania, which has im-
posed a five-euro fee on small 
parcels.

Europe agrees recycled 
plastic targets for cars

Carmakers will have to meet the target in 10 years

• Vehicle 
manufacturing 
accounts for 10% 
of the EU’s overall 
consumption of plastics

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

Car manufacturers in Europe 
will have to include more 

recycled plastics in new vehi-
cles under new EU rules agreed 
on by the bloc’s countries and 
lawmakers yesterday. 

European Union govern-
ments and parliament repre-
sentatives reached an early 
morning deal to mandate that at 
least 25 percent of plastics used 
in cars, trucks and motorcycles 
has been recycled.

Carmakers will  have to 
meet the mandatory target in 
10 years, with an intermedi-
ate 15 percent goal in six years, 
according to the European 
Council representing member  
states.

At least 20% of the recy-
cled materials will have to be 
sourced from old, scrap vehi-
cles.

“This provisional agreement 
marks a significant step to-
wards a circular economy for 
the European automotive sec-

tor,” said Magnus Heunicke, 
environment minister for Den-
mark, which holds the EU’s ro-
tating presidency.

Vehicle manufacturing ac-
counts for 10% of the EU’s 
overall consumption of plas-
tics, and is responsible for 19% 
of demand for the bloc’s steel 
industry, according to Brussels.

The deal is provisional and 
needs to be officially endorsed 
by the European Council rep-
resenting member states and 
the parliament before it is for-
mally adopted. It also instructs 
the European Commission to 
set future targets for recycled 
steel, aluminium, magnesium 
and critical raw materials and 
bans the export of old vehicles 
that are no longer roadworthy.

Musk signals plan to launch IPO for SpaceX
AFP | New York, United States

Elon Musk has signaled plans 
to soon seek a public stock 

listing of SpaceX, confirming a 
report that links the strategic 
shift to a near-term need for 
more capital.

Musk, who is also the CEO of 
Tesla among other ventures, 
described as “accurate” a report 
in online publication Ars Tech-
nica outlining the controversial 
billionaire’s embrace of a public 
listing as a way to access capital 
to finance the building of arti-
ficial intelligence data centers 
in space.

Ars Technica character-
ized the embrace of an IPO as 
a “major change in thinking” 
for Musk, who had previous-
ly resisted a public listing for 
SpaceX.

His comment comes on the 
heels of recent reports in US 
media that SpaceX stands 
poised in 2026 or 2027 for a 
record-setting initial public of-
fering valuing the company at 
$1.5 trillion.

Musk had previously op-

posed an IPO for SpaceX be-
cause “he has not enjoyed the 
public scrutiny of Tesla, and 
feared that shareholder desires 
for financial return were not 
consistent with his ultimate 
goal of settling Mars,” wrote Ars 
Technica senior space editor 
Eric Berger in a December 10 
article.

“As usual, Eric is accurate,” 
Musk posted later Wednesday 
on X, another part of the tech 
mogul’s business empire.

SpaceX is moving ahead with 
an IPO that would seek to raise 
“significantly more than $30 
billion,” Bloomberg reported 
on Tuesday, citing unnamed 
sources.

OpenAI beefs up GPT models in AI race with Google
San Francisco, United States

OpenAI released its latest 
artificial intelligence mod-

els on Thursday, shrugging off 
worries about how it will cash 
in on massive spending in its 
technology race with Google.

The San Francisco-based AI 
superstar touted GPT-5.2 Pro 
and GPT-5.2 Thinking as its best 
models yet for handling math or 
science work.

“Strong mathematical rea-
soning is a foundation for relia-
bility in scientific and technical 
work,” OpenAI said in a blog 
post. “These capabilities are 
also closely tied to progress to-
ward general intelligence.”

Artificial general intelli-
gence has become a holy grail 
of sorts in the tech world, seen 
as a threshold where machines 
think the way people do or even 
better. The release comes on 

the heels of OpenAI chief ex-
ecutive Sam Altman urging his 
team to strive to keep up with 
Google, the search engine jug-
gernaut that has been relent-
lessly innovating in AI.

While Google can tap into its 
massive online ad revenue to 
invest in AI, OpenAI has been 
committing tens of billions of 
dollars to computing infra-
structure while having yet to 
turn a profit.

Stacked parcels are seen up front as a Hongkong Post employee stands at a service counter at a post office in Hong Kong

A wax head of Elon Musk is seen on a robot dog as a part of an art installation 
called “Regular Animals” by digital artist Mike Winkelmann, also known as 
Beeple, during Art Basel 2025 at Miami Beach Convention Center in Miami 
Beach, Florida

Cars for export wait to be shipped at a port in Lianyungang, eastern China’s 
Jiangsu province



Nobel laureate Machado feared for her life leaving Venezuela
AFP | Oslo

Venezuelan opposition lead-
er Maria Corina Machado, 

winner of the 2025 Nobel Peace 
Prize, feared for her life during 
her secret journey from Vene-
zuela to Norway to receive the 
award, she said yesterday.

“There were moments when 
I felt that there was a real risk 
to my life, and it was also a very 
spiritual moment because, in the 
end, I simply felt that I was in 
God’s hands and that whatever 
would be, would be,” she told 
reporters in Oslo.

She declined to give precise 
details about how she managed 
to leave Venezuela, where she 
has lived in hiding since last year, 
to protect those involved -- fol-
lowing dramatic accounts of her 
journey in US media.

“We did get support from the 
United States government to get 
here,” Machado told a press con-
ference on Thursday, when asked 
by AFP about whether Washing-
ton had helped.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported this week that she wore 
a wig and a disguise on the high-

risk journey, leaving her hide-out 
in a Caracas suburb on Mon-
day for a coastal fishing village, 
where she took a fishing skiff 
across the Caribbean Sea to Cu-
racao.

The newspaper said the US 

military was informed to avoid 
the boat being targeted by air-
strikes, given Washington’s at-
tempts to pile pressure on Vene-
zuela with a major naval buildup 
in the region and strikes on al-
leged drug-trafficking boats.

The Wall Street Journal later 
reported that Machado and the 
small crew of the skiff had been 
left drifting after their GPS fell 
overboard in rough seas and a 
backup failed.

As a result she did not meet 
the extraction team at the desig-
nated pickup point, prompting a 
search to find her in the Gulf of 
Venezuela.

In an interview with CBS News, 
Bryan Stern, who heads a non-
profit rescue organisation, re-
called meeting Machado out at 
sea after she left Venezuela.

Ukraine’s EU bid gains 
US backing: official
US-led peace plan could see Ukraine join the European Union as early as 2027

• Part of a broader 
plan to end the war

• Accession requires 
ceding land to Russia

• Zelensky seeks US 
leverage on Hungary

AFP | Kyiv

Ukraine could join the 
European Union as ear-
ly as January 2027 un-

der the latest US plan to end the 
war with Russia, a senior source 
familiar with the matter said  
yesterday.

The complicated EU acces-
sion process usually takes years 
and requires a unanimous vote 
from all 27 members of the bloc, 
and some countries, most nota-
bly Hungary, have consistently 
voiced opposition to Ukraine 
joining.

The idea of a speedy accession 
is included in the latest version 
of a US-led plan to end the war, 
which would also see Ukraine 
cede land to Russia, and has trig-
gered a diplomatic frenzy across 
Europe in recent weeks.

“It’s stated there but it’s a 
matter for negotiation, and the 
Americans support it,” the senior 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said, referring to the 
US plan.

Washington has the leverage 
needed to convince leaders op-
posed to Ukraine’s membership 
to change their stance, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky told 
journalists, including AFP, on 

Thursday.
“The United States can take 

steps to unblock our path to the 
European Union,” he said, add-
ing that “the US president has 
various levers of influence and 
that this will have an effect on 
those who are currently blocking 
Ukraine.”

Kyiv has long strived for EU 
membership and has been imple-
menting reforms since a pro-Eu-
ropean 2014 revolution but has 
struggled to eradicate endemic 
corruption -- a core prerequisite 
for joining the bloc.

After completing a diplomatic 
tour across Europe last week, 
Zelensky was due in Berlin on 

Monday for more talks on the 
plan, full details of which have 
not been released.

“If the security situation al-
lows, he’ll be there”, the senior 
official said.

Moscow yesterday indicated it 
was suspicious about the efforts 
to amend the US plan, which it 
has largely been supportive of 
and heeded to most of its core 
demands.

“We have an impression that 
this version, which is being put 
forward for discussion, will 
be worsened,” Kremlin for-
eign policy aide Yuri Ushakov 
told the Kommersant business  
daily.

North Korea’s Kim vows to root 
out ‘evil’, scolds lazy officials

AFP | Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un has vowed to 

root out “evil” and scolded 
lazy officials while praising 
his troops fighting with Russia 
against Ukraine, state media 
said yesterday, capping a ma-
jor meeting of Pyongyang’s 
top brass.

The three-day meeting of 
the regime’s central committee 
discussed key policy issues as 
well as plans for a congress of 
its ruling party, expected in 
early 2026 -- North Korea’s 
first in five years.

Wrapping up the meeting 
on Thursday, Kim condemned 
“the wrong ideological view-
point and inactive and irre-
sponsible work attitude” of 
some officials, the state-run 
Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said.

He called on officials to have 
“greater confidence in and 
courage for the future of our 
cause and struggle”.

State media did not offer 
specifics, though it did say the 
ruling party had revealed nu-

merous recent “deviations” in 
discipline -- a euphemism for 
corruption.

The North Korean leader 
reserved praise for Pyong-
yang’s soldiers fighting against 
Ukraine alongside Russia, of 
whom at least 600 have died 
and thousands more sustained 
wounds, according to South 
Korean estimates.

Their  work,  Kim said, 
“demonstrated to the world 
the prestige of our army and 
state as the ever-victorious 
army and genuine protector 
of international justice”.

Analysts say Pyongyang is 
receiving financial aid, mili-
tary technology, food and en-
ergy supplies from Russia in 
return for sending troops.

Kim’s mention of the troops 
“signalled Pyongyang’s in-
tention to maintain that de-
ployment”, Ahn Chan-il, a re-
searcher originally from North 
Korea, told AFP.

“North Korea is also highly 
likely to seek a role in post-
war reconstruction in Russia 
once... the conflict ends,” he 
added.
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Cyclone Ditwah has 
caused severe flood-

ing and landslides across 
Sri Lanka, affecting 2 mil-
lion people. I’ve allocat-
ed $4.5 million from @
UNCERF to help partners 
reach the most affected 
people with cash for food, 
clean water and shelter.

@UNReliefChief

Pa n d e m i c  s e c u r i t y 
needs national lead-

ership. Sustained invest-
ment in preparedness is 
not optional—it is a cor-
nerstone of economic 
stability, public trust, and 
global safety.

@mvankerkhove

We’re deeply con-
cerned about re-

ports of over 30 people 
killed in a strike this week 
on a hospital in Rakhine 
State. Dozens of health 
facilities have been hit in 
Myanmar this year alone. 
Attacks on hospitals & 
places where children & 
families seek services are 
unconscionable.

@unicefchief

Health is not a luxury. 
Health is a human 

right, and the promise 
of #SDG3. Yet, half the 
world still lacks essential 
care. This #UHCDay, let’s 
choose affordable health 
coverage and a life of dig-
nity for all.

@AminaJMohammed
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News in brief 
 u Thailand’s prime 
minister dissolved 
parliament yesterday, 

paving the way for general elections 
early next year as deadly border clashes 
continue with neighbour Cambodia. The 
move comes earlier than expected and just 
three months after Anutin Charnvirakul -- of 
the conservative Bhumjaithai party -- became 
prime minister when his predecessor was 
removed from office over an ethics violation. 

“The House of Representatives is dissolved to hold a new general election for 
members of the House,” a decree published in the Royal Gazette yesterday said.

 u Indonesia’s 
deadly flooding was 
an “extinction-level 
disturbance” for the world’s rarest great 
ape, the tapanuli orangutan, causing 
catastrophic damage to its habitat and 
survival prospects, scientists warned 
yesterday. Only scientifically classified as a 
species in 2017, tapanulis are incredibly rare, 
with fewer than 800 left in the wild, confined 
to a small range in part of Indonesia’s 
Sumatra. One dead suspected tapanuli 
orangutan has already been found in the region, conservationists said.

 u The chief organiser 
of South Korea’s 
notoriously gruelling 

university entrance exams has quit -- after 
complaints that an English test he designed 
was just too difficult. South Korea’s college 
entry exam -- known locally as the “Suneung” -- is 
essential for admission to top universities and 
widely regarded as a gateway to social mobility, 
economic security and even a good marriage. But 

this year just over three percent of those who took the exam scored top marks 
in the English test -- the lowest since absolute grading was introduced for the 
subject in 2018.

Thai PM dissolves parliament, 
paving way for national elections

South Korea exam chief resigns 
after tests dubbed too hard

Indonesia floods were ‘extinction 
level’ for rare orangutans

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un paying a condolatory visit to the Russian 
embassy as regards the demise of Aleksandr Ivanovich Matsegora, Russian 
Ambassador to North Korea

There were moments 
when I felt that there 
was a real risk to my 
life, and it was also a 

very spiritual moment 
because, in the end, I 
simply felt that I was 

in God’s hands and that 
whatever would be, 

would be
MARIA CORINA MACHADO

1577 1642 1920 2003
Francis Drake sets sail from England 
on an epic three-year circumnavigation 
of the world aboard the “Pelican,” later 
renamed the “Golden Hind”

Dutch explorer Abel Tasman sights the 
South Island of present day New Zealand; 
initially he calls it Staten Landt and 
changes it a year later to Nieuw Zeeland

League of Nations 
establishes the 
International Court of 
Justice in The Hague

Former Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein is captured near his 
home town of Tikrit, during 
Operation Red Dawn by US forces

The plan includes 
creating a demilitarized 

“free economic 
zone” in parts of 

eastern Ukraine as a 
buffer, requiring only 
Ukrainian troops to 

withdraw from those 
areas
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US slaps sanctions on Maduro 
relatives as war fears build
Washington expands pressure campaign with sanctions, naval actions and tanker seizure

• Six Venezulan oil 
shippers blacklisted

• Siezed tanker 
heading to Texas port

• Caracas  calls 
action “piracy”

AFP | Washington

The United States imposed 
sanctions against relatives 
of Venezulan leader Nico-

las Maduro and six companies 
shipping the South American 
country’s oil.

The move came as the White 
House said it will bring an oil 
tanker seized by American 
forces off the Venezuelan coast 
to a port in the United States, 
adding to growing fears of 
open conflict between the two  
countries.

President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration has been piling pres-
sure on Venezuela for months, 
with a major naval buildup in the 
region that has been accompa-
nied by deadly strikes on alleged 
drug-trafficking boats, killing 
nearly 90 people.

In a dramatic raid this week 
that Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem said was aimed 
at Maduro’s “regime,” Washing-

ton took control of the tanker, 
with US forces roping down from 
a helicopter onto the vessel.

Caracas condemned the raid as 
“an act of international piracy.”

Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
expressed support on Thursday 
during a phone call with his ally 
Maduro, but with Moscow’s forc-
es tied down in a grinding war in 
Ukraine, its capacity to provide 
aid is limited.

The US Treasury announced 

sanctions against three nephews 
of Maduro’s wife Cilia Flores, 
labeling two of them “narco-traf-
fickers operating in Venezuela”.

“Nicolas Maduro and his 
criminal associates in Venezue-
la are flooding the United States 
with drugs that are poisoning 
the American people,” Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent said in a 
statement.

Six companies shipping Vene-
zuelan oil were also slapped with 

sanctions.
White House Press Secretary 

Karoline Leavitt told journalists 
that the seized tanker “will go to 
a US port and the United States 
does intend to seize the oil”.

“We’re not going to stand by 
and watch sanctioned vessels 
sail the seas with black-market 
oil, the proceeds of which will 
fuel narco-terrorism of rogue 
and illegitimate regimes around 
the world.”

The tanker was expected to 
dock in Galveston, Texas, two 
unnamed US officials told NBC 
News, adding that the crew 
would be released upon arrival.

 ‘Blatant theft’ 
Noem told a congression-

al hearing earlier on Thursday 
that the tanker operation was 
“pushing back on a regime that 
is systematically covering and 
flooding our country with deadly 
drugs” -- a reference to US alle-
gations of narcotics smuggling by 
Maduro’s government.

A video released Wednesday 
by US Attorney General Pam Bon-
di showed American forces de-
scending from a helicopter onto 
the tanker’s deck, then entering 
the ship’s bridge with weapons 
raised.

Bondi said the ship was part of 
an “illicit oil shipping network” 
that was used to carry sanctioned 
oil.

Nicolas Maduro and his 
criminal associates in 

Venezuela are flooding 
the United States with 

drugs that are poisoning 
the American people
TREASURY SECRETARY SCOTT BESSENT

White House blames Trump’s 
bandaged hand on handshakes

AFP | Washington

The White House said the 
high volume of handshakes 

by President Donald Trump ex-
plains the adhesive bandages he 
has worn on the back of his right 
hand in recent days.

His spokeswoman Karoline 
Leavitt reiterated a response 
she gave months ago after the 
79-year-old president was seen 
with a bruise on his right hand 
covered by a thick layer of make-
up.

“As for the bandages on the 
hand, we’ve also given you an 
explanation for that,” Leavitt 
told reporters.

“In the past, the president 
is literally constantly shaking 
hands,” she said.

“He’s also on a daily aspirin 
regimen, which is something 
his physical examinations has 
said in the past as well, which 
can contribute to the bruise that 
you see,” she added.

As the oldest president ever 
elected in the United States, 
Trump has fiercely defended 
his personal health, contrasting 
that with his predecessor Joe 
Biden, whom Trump claims was 
losing his faculties to the point 
of being unable to govern by the 
end of his term.

Trump posted a long mes-
sage defending his health on his 
Truth Social platform on Tues-
day night, calling investigations 
by news organizations into his 
physical fitness as equivalent to 
“sedition, maybe even treason.”

President Donald Trump sports a bandage on his right hand as he delivers 
remarks during an event

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky records a video message on his mobile phone in front of the road sign marking the 
entrance to Kupiansk, Kharkiv region

Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro gestures during a rally

Nobel peace prize laureate Maria Corina Machado waves next to Kristian 
Berg Harpviken, Secretary of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, during a press 
conference at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway

Germany blames Russia for cyberattack 
on air safety, election interference
AFP | Berlin

Germany on Friday accused 
Russia of a cyberattack tar-

geting its air traffic control and 
spreading disinformation ahead 
of February’s general election, 
charges dismissed by Russia as 
“absurd” and “baseless”.

A German foreign ministry 
spokesman said security ser-
vices had proof that hacker 
groups run by Russia’s military 
intelligence service GRU were 
responsible for the attack and 
influence operations.

“Based on comprehensive 
analysis by the German in-
telligence services, we have 
been able to clearly identify 
the handwriting behind it and 
prove Moscow’s responsibility,” 
said the spokesman.

“We can now clearly attribute 
the cyberattack against German 
Air Safety in August 2024 to the 
hacker collective APT28, also 
known as Fancy Bear,” he told 
a regular press briefing.

“Our intelligence findings 
prove that the Russian military 
intelligence service GRU bears 
responsibility for this attack,” 
added the spokesman.

He also said Russia had 
sought to influence February’s 
parliamentary election, which 
was won by the conservatives 
of Chancellor Friedrich Merz, 

with the far-right AfD scoring 
its best-ever result in second 
place.

“Second, we can now state 
def ini t ively  that  Russia , 
through the Storm 1516 cam-
paign, sought to influence and 
destabilise the most recent 
federal election,” he added at a 
press conference.

T h e  s p o ke s m a n  s a i d  a 
GRU-supported Moscow think 
tank and other groups had 
spread artificially generated 
or deepfake images and other 
content, and that the goal was 
to divide society and “under-
mine trust in democratic insti-
tutions”.

The Russian embassy in Ber-

lin said in a statement sent to 
AFP that it “categorically reject-
ed” that Russia was behind any 
of the activity.

“The accusations of Russian 
state structures’ involvement 
in these incidents and in the 
activities of hacker groups in 
general are baseless, unfounded 
and absurd,” the statement said.

According to security sourc-
es, much of the material spread 
by the Storm 1516 campaign 
involved spurious claims about 
Merz and other prominent pol-
iticians such as former foreign 
minister Annalena Baerbock 
and former vice chancellor 
Robert Habeck, both prominent 
Greens party members.

Passengers queue for check-in at Terminal 1 of Berlin Brandenburg BER 
Airport Willy-Brandt in Schoenefeld, southeast of Berlin



Nobel laureate Machado feared for her life leaving Venezuela
AFP | Oslo

Venezuelan opposition lead-
er Maria Corina Machado, 

winner of the 2025 Nobel Peace 
Prize, feared for her life during 
her secret journey from Vene-
zuela to Norway to receive the 
award, she said yesterday.

“There were moments when 
I felt that there was a real risk 
to my life, and it was also a very 
spiritual moment because, in the 
end, I simply felt that I was in 
God’s hands and that whatever 
would be, would be,” she told 
reporters in Oslo.

She declined to give precise 
details about how she managed 
to leave Venezuela, where she 
has lived in hiding since last year, 
to protect those involved -- fol-
lowing dramatic accounts of her 
journey in US media.

“We did get support from the 
United States government to get 
here,” Machado told a press con-
ference on Thursday, when asked 
by AFP about whether Washing-
ton had helped.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported this week that she wore 
a wig and a disguise on the high-

risk journey, leaving her hide-out 
in a Caracas suburb on Mon-
day for a coastal fishing village, 
where she took a fishing skiff 
across the Caribbean Sea to Cu-
racao.

The newspaper said the US 

military was informed to avoid 
the boat being targeted by air-
strikes, given Washington’s at-
tempts to pile pressure on Vene-
zuela with a major naval buildup 
in the region and strikes on al-
leged drug-trafficking boats.

The Wall Street Journal later 
reported that Machado and the 
small crew of the skiff had been 
left drifting after their GPS fell 
overboard in rough seas and a 
backup failed.

As a result she did not meet 
the extraction team at the desig-
nated pickup point, prompting a 
search to find her in the Gulf of 
Venezuela.

In an interview with CBS News, 
Bryan Stern, who heads a non-
profit rescue organisation, re-
called meeting Machado out at 
sea after she left Venezuela.

Ukraine’s EU bid gains 
US backing: official
US-led peace plan could see Ukraine join the European Union as early as 2027

• Part of a broader 
plan to end the war

• Accession requires 
ceding land to Russia

• Zelensky seeks US 
leverage on Hungary

AFP | Kyiv

Ukraine could join the 
European Union as ear-
ly as January 2027 un-

der the latest US plan to end the 
war with Russia, a senior source 
familiar with the matter said  
yesterday.

The complicated EU acces-
sion process usually takes years 
and requires a unanimous vote 
from all 27 members of the bloc, 
and some countries, most nota-
bly Hungary, have consistently 
voiced opposition to Ukraine 
joining.

The idea of a speedy accession 
is included in the latest version 
of a US-led plan to end the war, 
which would also see Ukraine 
cede land to Russia, and has trig-
gered a diplomatic frenzy across 
Europe in recent weeks.

“It’s stated there but it’s a 
matter for negotiation, and the 
Americans support it,” the senior 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said, referring to the 
US plan.

Washington has the leverage 
needed to convince leaders op-
posed to Ukraine’s membership 
to change their stance, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky told 
journalists, including AFP, on 

Thursday.
“The United States can take 

steps to unblock our path to the 
European Union,” he said, add-
ing that “the US president has 
various levers of influence and 
that this will have an effect on 
those who are currently blocking 
Ukraine.”

Kyiv has long strived for EU 
membership and has been imple-
menting reforms since a pro-Eu-
ropean 2014 revolution but has 
struggled to eradicate endemic 
corruption -- a core prerequisite 
for joining the bloc.

After completing a diplomatic 
tour across Europe last week, 
Zelensky was due in Berlin on 

Monday for more talks on the 
plan, full details of which have 
not been released.

“If the security situation al-
lows, he’ll be there”, the senior 
official said.

Moscow yesterday indicated it 
was suspicious about the efforts 
to amend the US plan, which it 
has largely been supportive of 
and heeded to most of its core 
demands.

“We have an impression that 
this version, which is being put 
forward for discussion, will 
be worsened,” Kremlin for-
eign policy aide Yuri Ushakov 
told the Kommersant business  
daily.

North Korea’s Kim vows to root 
out ‘evil’, scolds lazy officials

AFP | Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un has vowed to 

root out “evil” and scolded 
lazy officials while praising 
his troops fighting with Russia 
against Ukraine, state media 
said yesterday, capping a ma-
jor meeting of Pyongyang’s 
top brass.

The three-day meeting of 
the regime’s central committee 
discussed key policy issues as 
well as plans for a congress of 
its ruling party, expected in 
early 2026 -- North Korea’s 
first in five years.

Wrapping up the meeting 
on Thursday, Kim condemned 
“the wrong ideological view-
point and inactive and irre-
sponsible work attitude” of 
some officials, the state-run 
Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said.

He called on officials to have 
“greater confidence in and 
courage for the future of our 
cause and struggle”.

State media did not offer 
specifics, though it did say the 
ruling party had revealed nu-

merous recent “deviations” in 
discipline -- a euphemism for 
corruption.

The North Korean leader 
reserved praise for Pyong-
yang’s soldiers fighting against 
Ukraine alongside Russia, of 
whom at least 600 have died 
and thousands more sustained 
wounds, according to South 
Korean estimates.

Their  work,  Kim said, 
“demonstrated to the world 
the prestige of our army and 
state as the ever-victorious 
army and genuine protector 
of international justice”.

Analysts say Pyongyang is 
receiving financial aid, mili-
tary technology, food and en-
ergy supplies from Russia in 
return for sending troops.

Kim’s mention of the troops 
“signalled Pyongyang’s in-
tention to maintain that de-
ployment”, Ahn Chan-il, a re-
searcher originally from North 
Korea, told AFP.

“North Korea is also highly 
likely to seek a role in post-
war reconstruction in Russia 
once... the conflict ends,” he 
added.

NOT KNOWING ANYTHING IS THE 
SWEETEST LIFE
SOPHOCLES
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Cyclone Ditwah has 
caused severe flood-

ing and landslides across 
Sri Lanka, affecting 2 mil-
lion people. I’ve allocat-
ed $4.5 million from @
UNCERF to help partners 
reach the most affected 
people with cash for food, 
clean water and shelter.

@UNReliefChief

Pa n d e m i c  s e c u r i t y 
needs national lead-

ership. Sustained invest-
ment in preparedness is 
not optional—it is a cor-
nerstone of economic 
stability, public trust, and 
global safety.

@mvankerkhove

We’re deeply con-
cerned about re-

ports of over 30 people 
killed in a strike this week 
on a hospital in Rakhine 
State. Dozens of health 
facilities have been hit in 
Myanmar this year alone. 
Attacks on hospitals & 
places where children & 
families seek services are 
unconscionable.

@unicefchief

Health is not a luxury. 
Health is a human 

right, and the promise 
of #SDG3. Yet, half the 
world still lacks essential 
care. This #UHCDay, let’s 
choose affordable health 
coverage and a life of dig-
nity for all.

@AminaJMohammed

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Thailand’s prime 
minister dissolved 
parliament yesterday, 

paving the way for general elections 
early next year as deadly border clashes 
continue with neighbour Cambodia. The 
move comes earlier than expected and just 
three months after Anutin Charnvirakul -- of 
the conservative Bhumjaithai party -- became 
prime minister when his predecessor was 
removed from office over an ethics violation. 

“The House of Representatives is dissolved to hold a new general election for 
members of the House,” a decree published in the Royal Gazette yesterday said.

 u Indonesia’s 
deadly flooding was 
an “extinction-level 
disturbance” for the world’s rarest great 
ape, the tapanuli orangutan, causing 
catastrophic damage to its habitat and 
survival prospects, scientists warned 
yesterday. Only scientifically classified as a 
species in 2017, tapanulis are incredibly rare, 
with fewer than 800 left in the wild, confined 
to a small range in part of Indonesia’s 
Sumatra. One dead suspected tapanuli 
orangutan has already been found in the region, conservationists said.

 u The chief organiser 
of South Korea’s 
notoriously gruelling 

university entrance exams has quit -- after 
complaints that an English test he designed 
was just too difficult. South Korea’s college 
entry exam -- known locally as the “Suneung” -- is 
essential for admission to top universities and 
widely regarded as a gateway to social mobility, 
economic security and even a good marriage. But 

this year just over three percent of those who took the exam scored top marks 
in the English test -- the lowest since absolute grading was introduced for the 
subject in 2018.

Thai PM dissolves parliament, 
paving way for national elections

South Korea exam chief resigns 
after tests dubbed too hard

Indonesia floods were ‘extinction 
level’ for rare orangutans

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un paying a condolatory visit to the Russian 
embassy as regards the demise of Aleksandr Ivanovich Matsegora, Russian 
Ambassador to North Korea

There were moments 
when I felt that there 
was a real risk to my 
life, and it was also a 

very spiritual moment 
because, in the end, I 
simply felt that I was 

in God’s hands and that 
whatever would be, 

would be
MARIA CORINA MACHADO

1577 1642 1920 2003
Francis Drake sets sail from England 
on an epic three-year circumnavigation 
of the world aboard the “Pelican,” later 
renamed the “Golden Hind”

Dutch explorer Abel Tasman sights the 
South Island of present day New Zealand; 
initially he calls it Staten Landt and 
changes it a year later to Nieuw Zeeland

League of Nations 
establishes the 
International Court of 
Justice in The Hague

Former Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein is captured near his 
home town of Tikrit, during 
Operation Red Dawn by US forces

The plan includes 
creating a demilitarized 

“free economic 
zone” in parts of 

eastern Ukraine as a 
buffer, requiring only 
Ukrainian troops to 

withdraw from those 
areas

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

US slaps sanctions on Maduro 
relatives as war fears build
Washington expands pressure campaign with sanctions, naval actions and tanker seizure

• Six Venezulan oil 
shippers blacklisted

• Siezed tanker 
heading to Texas port

• Caracas  calls 
action “piracy”

AFP | Washington

The United States imposed 
sanctions against relatives 
of Venezulan leader Nico-

las Maduro and six companies 
shipping the South American 
country’s oil.

The move came as the White 
House said it will bring an oil 
tanker seized by American 
forces off the Venezuelan coast 
to a port in the United States, 
adding to growing fears of 
open conflict between the two  
countries.

President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration has been piling pres-
sure on Venezuela for months, 
with a major naval buildup in the 
region that has been accompa-
nied by deadly strikes on alleged 
drug-trafficking boats, killing 
nearly 90 people.

In a dramatic raid this week 
that Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem said was aimed 
at Maduro’s “regime,” Washing-

ton took control of the tanker, 
with US forces roping down from 
a helicopter onto the vessel.

Caracas condemned the raid as 
“an act of international piracy.”

Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
expressed support on Thursday 
during a phone call with his ally 
Maduro, but with Moscow’s forc-
es tied down in a grinding war in 
Ukraine, its capacity to provide 
aid is limited.

The US Treasury announced 

sanctions against three nephews 
of Maduro’s wife Cilia Flores, 
labeling two of them “narco-traf-
fickers operating in Venezuela”.

“Nicolas Maduro and his 
criminal associates in Venezue-
la are flooding the United States 
with drugs that are poisoning 
the American people,” Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent said in a 
statement.

Six companies shipping Vene-
zuelan oil were also slapped with 

sanctions.
White House Press Secretary 

Karoline Leavitt told journalists 
that the seized tanker “will go to 
a US port and the United States 
does intend to seize the oil”.

“We’re not going to stand by 
and watch sanctioned vessels 
sail the seas with black-market 
oil, the proceeds of which will 
fuel narco-terrorism of rogue 
and illegitimate regimes around 
the world.”

The tanker was expected to 
dock in Galveston, Texas, two 
unnamed US officials told NBC 
News, adding that the crew 
would be released upon arrival.

 ‘Blatant theft’ 
Noem told a congression-

al hearing earlier on Thursday 
that the tanker operation was 
“pushing back on a regime that 
is systematically covering and 
flooding our country with deadly 
drugs” -- a reference to US alle-
gations of narcotics smuggling by 
Maduro’s government.

A video released Wednesday 
by US Attorney General Pam Bon-
di showed American forces de-
scending from a helicopter onto 
the tanker’s deck, then entering 
the ship’s bridge with weapons 
raised.

Bondi said the ship was part of 
an “illicit oil shipping network” 
that was used to carry sanctioned 
oil.

Nicolas Maduro and his 
criminal associates in 

Venezuela are flooding 
the United States with 

drugs that are poisoning 
the American people
TREASURY SECRETARY SCOTT BESSENT

White House blames Trump’s 
bandaged hand on handshakes

AFP | Washington

The White House said the 
high volume of handshakes 

by President Donald Trump ex-
plains the adhesive bandages he 
has worn on the back of his right 
hand in recent days.

His spokeswoman Karoline 
Leavitt reiterated a response 
she gave months ago after the 
79-year-old president was seen 
with a bruise on his right hand 
covered by a thick layer of make-
up.

“As for the bandages on the 
hand, we’ve also given you an 
explanation for that,” Leavitt 
told reporters.

“In the past, the president 
is literally constantly shaking 
hands,” she said.

“He’s also on a daily aspirin 
regimen, which is something 
his physical examinations has 
said in the past as well, which 
can contribute to the bruise that 
you see,” she added.

As the oldest president ever 
elected in the United States, 
Trump has fiercely defended 
his personal health, contrasting 
that with his predecessor Joe 
Biden, whom Trump claims was 
losing his faculties to the point 
of being unable to govern by the 
end of his term.

Trump posted a long mes-
sage defending his health on his 
Truth Social platform on Tues-
day night, calling investigations 
by news organizations into his 
physical fitness as equivalent to 
“sedition, maybe even treason.”

President Donald Trump sports a bandage on his right hand as he delivers 
remarks during an event

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky records a video message on his mobile phone in front of the road sign marking the 
entrance to Kupiansk, Kharkiv region

Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro gestures during a rally

Nobel peace prize laureate Maria Corina Machado waves next to Kristian 
Berg Harpviken, Secretary of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, during a press 
conference at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway

Germany blames Russia for cyberattack 
on air safety, election interference
AFP | Berlin

Germany on Friday accused 
Russia of a cyberattack tar-

geting its air traffic control and 
spreading disinformation ahead 
of February’s general election, 
charges dismissed by Russia as 
“absurd” and “baseless”.

A German foreign ministry 
spokesman said security ser-
vices had proof that hacker 
groups run by Russia’s military 
intelligence service GRU were 
responsible for the attack and 
influence operations.

“Based on comprehensive 
analysis by the German in-
telligence services, we have 
been able to clearly identify 
the handwriting behind it and 
prove Moscow’s responsibility,” 
said the spokesman.

“We can now clearly attribute 
the cyberattack against German 
Air Safety in August 2024 to the 
hacker collective APT28, also 
known as Fancy Bear,” he told 
a regular press briefing.

“Our intelligence findings 
prove that the Russian military 
intelligence service GRU bears 
responsibility for this attack,” 
added the spokesman.

He also said Russia had 
sought to influence February’s 
parliamentary election, which 
was won by the conservatives 
of Chancellor Friedrich Merz, 

with the far-right AfD scoring 
its best-ever result in second 
place.

“Second, we can now state 
def ini t ively  that  Russia , 
through the Storm 1516 cam-
paign, sought to influence and 
destabilise the most recent 
federal election,” he added at a 
press conference.

T h e  s p o ke s m a n  s a i d  a 
GRU-supported Moscow think 
tank and other groups had 
spread artificially generated 
or deepfake images and other 
content, and that the goal was 
to divide society and “under-
mine trust in democratic insti-
tutions”.

The Russian embassy in Ber-

lin said in a statement sent to 
AFP that it “categorically reject-
ed” that Russia was behind any 
of the activity.

“The accusations of Russian 
state structures’ involvement 
in these incidents and in the 
activities of hacker groups in 
general are baseless, unfounded 
and absurd,” the statement said.

According to security sourc-
es, much of the material spread 
by the Storm 1516 campaign 
involved spurious claims about 
Merz and other prominent pol-
iticians such as former foreign 
minister Annalena Baerbock 
and former vice chancellor 
Robert Habeck, both prominent 
Greens party members.

Passengers queue for check-in at Terminal 1 of Berlin Brandenburg BER 
Airport Willy-Brandt in Schoenefeld, southeast of Berlin



Idris Elba plans to 
swap acting for directing
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Idris Elba plans to give up 
acting to focus on direct-

ing “eventually”.
The 53-year-old star is 

promoting short film Dust 
To Dreams, and while it 
may be his first venture be-
hind the camera since his 
2018 movie Yardie, he ad-
mitted that is where he sees 
his future, rather than on  
screen.

Speaking at the Red Sea 
International Film Festival 
in Saudi Arabia, the Daily 
Mail online reports he said: 
“I’m hoping that my fan 
base as an actor isn’t mad 
at me. Eventually I want 
to transfer to be a director  
fully.

“I’ve been acting for a 
long time.

“I love it still, but I 
think directing allows 
me to flex slightly dif-
ferent muscles and just 
be a part of the set in a 
different way. I really 
enjoy it.”

The Molly’s Game 
star’s next film as a di-
rector is This Is How 
It Goes, which 
is based on 
a 2005 film 
by Neil La-
B u t e  a n d 
was shot in 
Ghana.

H e 

said: “The original is about 
a Black man married to a 
white woman, and a white 
man comes to move into 
their house, and it’s about 
what  happens to  their  
relationship.

“I bought the rights to the 
film and transposed the sto-
ry. So it’s a white man mar-
ried to a Black woman, and 
a  Black  man 
c o m e s  t o 
live in their 
house. It ’s 
an incred-
ible exam-
ination of 
m a r r i a g e , 
trust, and 
race.”
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Hugh Jackman had a mortifying on stage mishap after drinking too much water
Bang Showbiz | Los 
Angeles

Hugh Jackman once 
secretly wet himself 

on stage during Beauty 
and the Beast.

The 57-year-old star - 
who is known for his prolif-

ic career on stage and screen 
- has recalled the mortifying 

moment he lost control of his 
bladder while playing Gaston 

and belting out the song Me.
Appearing on Howard Stern’s 

Sirius XM show this week, Hugh 
revealed he was suffering with 
persistent headaches at the time, 
and sought advice from a natur-
opath.

The actor revealed: “He said, 
you’re dehydrated. You gotta drink 
a lot, you gotta drink a lot of water, 
drink it before five o’clock, like two 
litres of water.

“So that first day I drank two gal-
lons because I’m like - and you’re 
nuts. You can see what’s happen-
ing.

“The first song I sing, ‘You’ve 
been dreaming just one dream’, is 
very, it was so hard to get through. 
I had to pick her up, I had to drag 
her around, I had to sing

“As I picked Belle up, a little bit 
of p*** came out and I’m wearing 
red tights. And then I thought, 
uh oh.”

The actress playing Belle in the 
production - which was the origi-
nal Australian run of the hit musi-
cal in 1995 - noticed something was 
wrong almost immediately.

He added: “Belle’s over my 
shoulder going, ‘What’s going on?’ 
She’s like, ‘What’s going on?’ be-
cause I’d stopped singing, I was 
just marching around.”

As the song built to its crescen-
do, Hugh found himself facing an 
incredibly difficult decision to 
make.

He said: “At the end of the song, I 
had a choice. You sing that F sharp 
and I either sing it, p*** my pants, 
or I don’t sing it and humiliate 
myself.

“So I sang it and it was just going, 
it was just going the whole way. 
And I immediately, instead of tak-
ing my bow, I turned upstage. I just 
jumped around and I looked down 
and there was nothing.”

Hugh jokingly described his 
costume as a “wetsuit”, with the 
audience none the wiser about his 
accident.

He quipped: “I’m like laughing 
to myself thinking my boot is filled 
with p***, both boots filled with 
p***.”

Sydney Sweeney felt ‘bittersweet’ after filming Christy
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Sydney Sweeney felt a “bittersweet 
emptiness” after she finished film-

ing Christy.
The 28-year-old actress plays a 

former professional boxer in the 
new sports drama movie, and Syd-

ney has confessed to experiencing 
a range of emotions when filming 
wrapped.
The blonde beauty - who has en-

joyed a meteoric rise in recent years - 
told Variety: “It was this bittersweet 

emptiness.
“You’re so proud of the work that 

you did. It’s a dream role. You just ex-
perienced six months of everything 
you’ve ever wanted. Then everybody 
gives hugs, kisses and you have to say 
goodbye to it forever.”

Christy Martin was America’s best-
known female boxer in the 1990s, and 
Sydney developed a close bond with 
the former sports star during the shoot.

The actress was also conscious that 
her role was unlike anything she’d ever 

done.
Sydney - who got herself in tip-top 

physical condition for the role - shared: 
“I remember standing in front of the 
mirror — I still had the weight — and 
I was like, ‘I’ll never get to do some-
thing like this ever again.’ It made me 
really sad. I don’t know if I’ve actually 
navigated the ending of that yet, be-
cause we’re still in press. I’m getting to 
watch the movie all the time. I’m with 
[real-life] Christy all the time.”

Meanwhile, Sydney recently insist-

ed that she doesn’t “just make art for 
numbers”.

The actress admitted that she feels 
“deeply proud” of Christy - even though 
it hasn’t proven to be a commercial 
success.

Alongside a carousel of photos from 
the film, Sydney - who also co-produced 
the David Michod-directed movie - 
wrote on Instagram: “i 
am so deeply proud 
of this movie.

Hugh 
Jackman

Taylor Swift

Taylor Swift is not 
a ‘chill person’
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Taylor Swift is not a “chill 
person”.

The Fate of Ophelia hitmak-
er - who ended her 21-month 
Eras tour in December 2024 - 
knows how to relax, but for her, 
it doesn’t involve sitting around 
because she has a constant need 

to find things to do.
Appearing on the Late 

Show, host Stephen Col-
bert asked Taylor how 
to cope with the tran-
sition of a long-run-
ning project ending, 
with just months to 
go before the final 
episode of his talk  
show.

S h e  r e p l i e d : 
“For this specif-
ic situation, no…. 
But I can sort of 
see from afar that 
we’re both very 
passionate, hyper-
active people - let’s 
not say workahol-

ics - so when I take 
time off, I can’t slow 

down that need to get 
up and do a lot of things 
today.

“But I can change 
what those things are.

“I can figure out 
how to chill out, but 
I’m never going to be 
a chill person. “I’m a 
‘bread girl’ now, or 

I’m like, ‘This isn’t going to cross-
stitch itself!’ Hobbies are kind of 
incredible.”

She urged Stephen to turn his 
attention to helping those around 
him once the show ends in May.

She said: “You give everything 
to this, you love to do a million 
things to prepare for this, and you 
give everything to the people that 
watch. “You can give that to your 
friends and family, your commu-
nity... “

The host quipped: “But my 
friends and family don’t chant my 
name.”

Taylor later said:. “You’re go-
ing to be, like, podcast guy, you’re 
going to be an influencer. You’re 
going to make TikToks.”

Stephen also asked the Blank 
Space singer to name her top 
five from her own back cata-
logue, but she struggled with the  
task.

She said: “This is so much pres-
sure. You’re already writing five.”

Taylor then asked for a “little 
time to get back to” the host with 
a list.

She added: “Because I don’t have 
enough, see. I think I require a 
little bit of time to like, appreciate 
my work in a way… and it’s con-
stantly changing, right. It’s a little 
too soon.”

He quipped: “You’ve got all the 
time you need between now and 
May.”

H o w e v e r , 

the 35-year-old 
star singled out 
the 10-minute ver-
sion of All Too Well 
as her favourite, 
and Mirrorball from 
2020’s Folklore but ad-
mitted she “can’t really 
do any of the others”.

She added: “We could 
do an update at some 
point.”

Elsewhere on the show, 
the Opalite singer praised 
fiance Travis Kelce as the 
“love of [her] life”.

Discussing things that 
had happened to her re-
cently, she said: “Getting 
engaged to the love of my 
life, getting all my music 
back. Those were two 
things that just might nev-
er have happened. They 
could have just never 
happened. It wasn’t 
like, ‘Oh, it’s just a 
matter of time.’

“Both of those 
things could have 
just never arrived 
in my life, and 
I ’m so grate-
ful for both of 
those things 
happening.”



RADHWAN BAKERIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39960077 or RADHWANBAKERY@GMAIL.
COM
ZOOM PRINCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17001720 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
TANYA BEAUTY SALOON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39656765 or FEECOS-
TA@GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
AL REEM GATE CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39771192 or inter.island.bh@gmail.com
AL REEM GATE CONSTRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39771192 or inter.island.
bh@gmail.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17566444 or alaalico@
batelco.com.bh
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
NEW MARYAM PIZZA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33004530 or 
SHERAZALISHERAZ@YAHOO.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
MILLENIUM CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35588880 or milleniumbh183@
gmail.com
Sage And Sirloin - The Deli Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17611242 or TARIQ@SAGEANDSIRLOIN.COM
D D L M D CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38205619 or 
MR.ASLAM.BH@GMAIL.COM
EMIRATES GIFT MARKET CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66999906 or EMIRATESGM@GMAIL.COM
BIMBEES RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39172230 or KUN-
HAPPA62@GMAIL.COM
BLUE RIVER CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36105969 or fastwaybah@gmail.com
A I I S GENTS SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34009597 or slat-
if528@gmail.com
virtuous city super market has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33086343 or j.ta-
laq@hotmail.com
LUGANO SALON has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34454459 or LUGANOSALON@
GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of EXECUTIVE 
EMPLOYEE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17727676 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17727676 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
DURRAT AL KHALEEJ TAILORING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 39126282 or 
TRAIN.HARTNETT.13@GMAIL.COM
Metal Tech Contracting W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of AIR-COND. SHEET-MET-
AL INSTALLER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17295455 or BASSEM@3CSBAH-
RAIN.COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
REINFORCED IRON WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17826660 or PC-
CBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
BEHARI DREEM STAR CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33599768 or BT4WLL@
GMAIL.COM
BLUE STONES PUBLICITY AND ADVERTIS-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35989045 or MUQEETABDUL87@
GMAIL.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING COM-
PANY WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PLUMBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17831000 or akjcont@gmail.com
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES 
STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17622082 or info@BAHSTS.COM
UZMA MOHAMMED CONTACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33965262 or UZ-
MARAZZAQUE15@GMAIL.COM
804 SHOES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39283343 or ABDULRAZ-
ZAQMEHAR24@GMAIL.COM
WAAD CAFITARYA has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34170035 or 
HIND.ALTHAWADI@GMAIL.COM
RAINBOW LINE FOR CAR PAINTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of AUTOMOBILE 
PAINTER (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36699424 or ABDULHAKE-
EMBH727@GMAIL.COM
ELENA BEAUTY SALOON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17721121 or falconpla-
za@yahoo.com
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
PREMIUM AL RAHA CAFETERIA W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39978899 or ACCOUNTS@MAYONCO.COM
LATMANAMAK COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39800443 or 
FFPT858@GMAIL.COM
EPIQ MACHINERY SERVICES  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR FOR 
OPERATIONS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13353433 or SERVICE.GCC@
EPIQMACHINERY.COM
ALMOSAWAT FOODSTUFF EMPORT & EX-
PORT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33335839 or YY66AA@HOTMAIL.
COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIMITED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(DOCKER), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700711 or JEONG.DONGJIN.0102@
GMAIL.COM
SALEH NOOH CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551049 or 
asalnooh@gmail.com
ALHANAFI CLEANING CO. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39904366 or ALIABDULLA4800@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
ALLAQ RESORT COMPANY BSC CLOSED SOF-
ITEL BAHRAIN ZALLAQ THALA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17631660 or 
ahmed@jazayani.com
ALTHAMARA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17683393 or 
DANISH368@GMAIL.COM
synergic facility services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAHOO.
COM
MUHAMMAD ASHRAF 79 SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37783276 or ubaydul7878@gmail.com
BREWZA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32018600 or 
BREWZACAFEWLL@GMAIL.COM
SABRO METALS CO. WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38885801 or 
MARTINKATTAKAYAM@YAHOO.COM
GOURMET JOJO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17001720 or PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
AL DEMISTAN LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17602445 or alrafidtranslationbh@
gmail.com
AL TAMEEM COLDSTORS W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39681844 or 
LATHEEFAYANCHERY@GMAIL.COM
HONEY BEE LADIES SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17001663 or burjnaw-
al00@gmail.com
ADMINIX SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66627665 or FINESHINCO.WLL@GMAIL.COM
S V K AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33715204 or 
MOHAMMEDRASEB@HOTMAIL.COM
RIFFA GATE BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34483404 or all-
branch2013@gmail.com
MOON FLARE REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35542067 or 
MOONFLARE204@GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17702454 or mohdnew28@gmail.com
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17702454 or mohdnew28@gmail.com
AL BARAKA FERTILITY HOSPITAL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR AND GENERAL FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17727888 or 
ahmedaabarakat@gmail.com
TRIDEV RUDRAKSH HOLIDAYS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33667324 or INFO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.
COM
GEORGEINA ELECTRCAL CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39168636 or r7alnass@gmail.com
CHOUDHARY NAWAZ SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66997355 or HAFIZSAHIB1Y@GMAIL.COM
BANDASHA SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33156347 or MUGHEERAJUTT9812@
GMAIL.COM
RUKHSANA DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39263684 or documents.rdc@gmail.com
AL WASAT ALUMINUM has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39288605 or 
NEWMOBILS70@GMAIL.COM
NEW CAPTAN TIGER  MAN SALON has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33221189 or 
ASUSE3324@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN STARS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33447826 or 
YOUNISALEKER@GMAIL.COM
Star Lion Contracting Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17270787 or Info@
starlionservice.com
SOUTH GATE CONSTRUCTION AND CLEAN-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77061717 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.
COM
REDHA MOHAMMED ALI HAMAD TRADING 
EST. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 38826282 or REDHA.RMAH@
GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36845820 or PAD-
AM1739@GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36845820 or PAD-
AM1739@GMAIL.COM
Aldarwish Ceramic Company Partnership has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17676222 or DARWISH@BATELCO.COM.BH
SEVEN HILLS BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17403548 or 
info@7hills-group.com
THE TEA HOUSE CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33839651 or 
teahousebh@gmail.com
Aqua Global Logistics W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33112395 or mgr.coIrr-
rp8@aquaiglloballoipigistics.com
Doniv Marble W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17785525 or vinod0doniv@gmail.com
SHARIF DOKU FOR CAR WASH, POLISHING 
AND AUTO GLASS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35670552 or AAD-
ELAA380@GMAIL.COM
NISHAT FOODSTUFF W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38837951 or 
sysn7017@gmail.com
RUBEENA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39609881 or RMNY.NA-
SIR@GMAIL.COM
AL HAJ MANSOOR AL SAEED BAKERY & COLD 
STORE has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BREAD BAKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39332829 or ALSAEED2000_A@
HOTMAIL.COM
OLX  AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37747244 or DU-
AA2010@HOTMAIL.COM
ARAB ASIAN DREDGING COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SEAMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17251444 or yousif@aanass.net
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36819991 or 
ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANT(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36819991 or ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.
COM
AKHTAR CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39619761 or reesh1961@gmail.com
EASY CAR ACCESSORIES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36347399 or 
MUHAMMADTANVEERG2024@GMAIL.COM
BEST CLEAN LAUNDRY SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33271292 or 
SALEMALKHULQI1993@GMAIL.COM
synergic facility services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAHOO.
COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
ALNAIZAK TRANSPORT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY TRUCK), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66673333 or ALNAIZAKCARGO@HOTMAIL.
COM
MAWAL BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39166690 or MAWALBOU-
TIQUE@GMAIL.COM
JANAN JUICE & SANDWICH has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37777024 or JENAN.J.S@HOTMAIL.
COM
RAID CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33923781 or 
INFO@RAIDLTD.COM

WOODCO TRADING AND CARPENTRY  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of FABRI-
CATOR(FIBERGLASS RODUCTS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32211318 or 
woodcointeriorsbh@gmail.com
ZARWAN FIBER GLASS FACTORY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17600144 or ZARWAN@
HOTMAIL.COM
ZARWAN FIBER GLASS FACTORY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17600144 or ZARWAN@
HOTMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
GOLDEN PALACE TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36776376 or ALA-
BASI31@HOTMAIL.COM
GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or HRD@ALMOAYYEDCG.COM
REDHA MOHAMMED ALI HAMAD TRADING 
EST. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33066674 or REDHA.
RMAH@GMAIL.COM
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17732252 or gm@sitrafactory.com
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17732252 or gm@sitrafactory.com
1LHAJ ALI AHMED BUKANAN & SONS CO. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17382838 or BUKANNAN@BUKANNAN.COM
SIWA OASIS W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36350167 or 
DRAMAFATI5@GMAIL.COM
The  Jewel  Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33334274 or 
hasan@solararealestate.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36767312 or 
INFO@REALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
SULAIMAN KHAN CHAN UPHOLSTERY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33182718 or SULAIMANKHAN2383@
GMAIL.COM
SIWA OASIS W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECRETARY, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34566154 or DRAMA-
FATI5@GMAIL.COM
CERAMICA WAHAT ARADOS w.l.l has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36685211 or 
MZAH_80@HOTMAIL.COM
AL MANNAI SURFACE AND BUILDING WA-
TER PROOFING WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17697800 or 
purchase@mannaigroup.net
BLUE LINE CARS CLEANING AND BOLISHING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of AU-
TOMOBILE POLISHER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36664455 or 72BLUELINE@
GMAIL.COM
ALSHROOQ SERVICES STATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FUEL STATION 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17625552 or AHMED.ALKAABI@
BANAGAS.COM.BH
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PIPEFITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17273133 or SIAM7373@
BATELCO.COM.BH
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345051 or 
info@magicshinebh.com
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
SLA BEAUTY LOUNGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32227978 or MRYM.
AL5ATEEB@GMAIL.COM
BINT AL TAWASH ABAYA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33608566 or ANGELEMARI-

YAM@GMAIL.COM
FAIZA IKRAM SERVICES  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SWEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34541886 or 
BSWLL786@GMAIL.COM
WOKMAN W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226616 or govt@
zainalent.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
FAREEQ BIN AQOOL RESTURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000342 or info@DIVIDENDGATECAPITAL.
COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.
com
TECHNO LIGHTING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17242402 or BSEWLL.BH@GMAIL.COM
DILAWAR HASSAN COMBINED SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33195891 or DILAWARHASSAN3319@GMAIL.
COM
Global Center for Sustainable Development 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAR-
KETING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36999899 or HYAGA2015@
GMAIL.COM
AL FAJAR INTERNATIONAL SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17215189 or YASIRWAQAS79@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED FAKHROO & BROTHERS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PRO-
MOTER(COMMERCIAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17253529 or mahmood@
fakhRoo.com
BAHRAIN WORKSHOP CO. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANICAL HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700798 or Khalifa@bwceng.com
HAWA ALDEERA AC MAINTENANCE W L L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39925445 or Ahmed-
mehana1987@gmail.com
GULF CAPITALS DECORATION & PAINTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33003044 or gulfcapitals.bh@gmail.com
START TECH BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39350005 or STARTMC.CO@GMAIL.COM
CULINARY COLLECTIVE  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of GENERAL MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17790090 or HR@ITICO.BH
DAR AL NOOR ABAYAT CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33597958 or 
Mirhossain1000@gmail.com
ABU AYYAN INTERIOR DECORATION COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37505455 or BAHER-
ASTAR2025@GMAIL.COM
Bayanco Contracting Co. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39329326 or 
BAYANCOGM@GMAIL.COM
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AL ANNAM  RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39090485 or BIZ-
FATHIMA@GMAIL.COM
MANSOOR SALEH SALEH ALNASHABA has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17211001 or MODAWIB@HOTMAIL.COM
BAIROOZA PCAKAGING CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38011687 or TABASSUMFAROOQ61@GMAIL.COM
W & G BUSINESS SUPPORT COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(MARKETING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38221302 or fkcd2018@gmail.com
AL MAHROOF LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39279888 or AHMEDASHEER_64@
HOTMAIL.COM
ROADWAY EXPRESS CARGO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33172539 or HUMSAFFAR2016@GMAIL.COM
AL HIBA GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES OFFICER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38446408 or RICHINNAYAR@GMAIL.COM
BASSAM PALACE TRADING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17275494 or TURKI48878@GMAIL.COM
LEAD CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER (SEW-
ERAGE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33953233 or PRASHOBHVT@GMAIL.
COM
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL W.L.L 
(SEMCO) W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ASSISTANT TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17813535 or 
hrd@shaheengroup.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
BELADI GYPSUM & DECORATION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39457091 or 
BELADI95@HOTMAIL.COM
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL W.L.L 
(SEMCO) W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ASSISTANT TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17813535 or 
hrd@shaheengroup.com
ALUMINIUM SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNI-
CIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17290987 or SHRIFAHMADI@
GMAIL.COM
FASTLINE AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of AUTOMOBILES 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35418910 or CHABBASALI117@
GMAIL.COM
MAQ Marine Services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36266658 or MAQMARINE@GMAIL.
COM
AL MARUF CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36369032 or ebrahim-
bh500@gmail.com
DYAR SAIF CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17179784 or SAIF.0073@
YAHOO.COM
UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE INNOVATION 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION    W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DEAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39988145 or 
LOUISE.MCKEAN@STRATH.AC.UK
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH

INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAINTE-
NANCE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGIN-
TERNATIONAL.COM
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE INNOVATION 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION    W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39988145 
or LOUISE.MCKEAN@STRATH.AC.UK
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17179097 or DPASIF@YAHOO.COM
NEW EZZ AL REEF TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33239786 or SVD_101@YAHOO.COM
HI POWER MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORK-
ER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33515042 or WADOCUMENTS.BH@
GMAIL.COM
LA GOLOSA FOR NUTS AND COFFEE AND 
CHOCOLATE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66669091 or Lagolosa.bh@gmail.
com
ZOORO 3 FOOD STUFF has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39455773 or 
AL.MOON69@HOTMAIL.COM
BLUE LINE CARS CLEANING AND BOLISHING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of AU-
TOMOBILE POLISHER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36664455 or 72BLUELINE@
GMAIL.COM
T platinum Parts has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33006781 or TAREQA-
DAMTF@GMAIL.COM
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
WAFEYA BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66739367 or 
SAYADWAFI99@GMAIL.COM
MODERN FOOD INGREDIENTS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECRETARY, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17690639 or 
admn.modbake@gmail.com
GOLDEN DAYS KARAK has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JUICE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17600580 or AL-
JAMEELDOCCL@GMAIL.COM
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
WILLOW NAILS SPA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36939349 or FATIMA.
VIP91@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN GRACE WEDDING EVENTS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PORTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37776772 or 
AMMARALAJII1986@GMAIL.COM
KISHAN LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKERS(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39212334 or 
LAGUNAPOOL@GMAIL.COM
ERNST & YOUNG - MIDDLE EAST has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SENIOR AUDITOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17535455 or SARA.EBRAHIM@BH.EY.COM
FIRE GUARD W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MARKETING SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37996694 or 
ELSSAFTY@GMAIL.COM
JASSIM AGRICULTURAL & MECHANICAL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of GARDEN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17552808 or JASSIMG@BATELCO.COM.BH
HIGHRISE CONTRACTING CO  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33249430 or KIANIBRA-
ZILIAN@GMAIL.COM
S U K H N SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34213050 or SUKH.
BH.786@GMAIL.COM

Al Mufeed Low Power Services Company 
Amps W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17735952 or JAI@AMPS-BAH-
RAIN.COM
AHMED ISA CONTRACTING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17552234 or AECONT@HOTMAIL.COM
BLUE PEAK CONTRACTING. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MANAGER (CONTRACT-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33142479 or msinfohub07@gmail.com
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTERNA-
TIONAL.COM
DWGREES INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33334424 or ALAFRAHSANDTRADING@YA-
HOO.COM
SOLA PLUS CARPENTRY WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER(FURNITURE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37760610 or SOLAPLUSBH@
GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36845820 or PAD-
AM1739@GMAIL.COM
MASABEEH HAJAR. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BORER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33046633 or YASSER@
HJRMESBAH.COM
al dar almumayazah carpentry has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17789895 or DAR.MUMAYAZAH@GMAIL.COM
JAVAID INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33488085 or USMANJAVI2003@GMAIL.COM
2009 FOOD CENTER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39662717 or 
NURSE222@HOTMAIL.COM
ACR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38466788 or MUBEENMUHAMMAD5555@
GMAIL.COM
KAYANI CARGO SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER-PACKER-(BOX-
ES-HAND-), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38957110 or BURJNAWAL00@GMAIL.
COM
NAQAA AL BAHR CLEANING SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39898377 or JANAHI.00@MYMAIL.COM
SAQARA BUILDING MAINTENANCE CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANIC(MACHINERY).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39435519 or VARUNDOOR@GMAIL.COM
ZULFIQAR FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35025890 or ZULFIQARMALIKMUHAMMAD@
GMAIL.COM
BALA CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33802366 or club88bah@yahoo.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
BU SANAD FOR STEEL AND ALUMINIUM W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 13684884 or M-SANAD@HOTMAIL.COM
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 17402050 or info@
mcsix.me
IBN ALBILAD FOR CONSTRUCTION AND 
CLEANING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33910288 or IBN-
CLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17727676 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
SANDHAR MENS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34215367 or 
JINDU822@GMAIL.COM
JAVED & MALIK HOLDING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33305321 or DJAVAID@HOTMAIL.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of POLISHER(METAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36767312 or 
INFO@REALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
KASANA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66362068 or FARMAN-
ALIELIM@GMAIL.COM
MAGITHA SUPPORT SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORK-
ER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36574942 or RS0926563@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD NAWAZ INTERIOR DECORATION 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17095185 or 
MDNAWAZ154@GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17700888 or admin@nasserco.net
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.
COM.BH
DELMON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224000 or HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
ZENJ EXCHANGE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17343813 or hr@zen-
jex.com
SABAI DEE SALON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36163434 or VXR-4U@
HOTMAIL.COM
AL MOWALIN BANQUETS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17612716 or alareenspices@yahoo.com
JABUR HASAN M. ALNOAIMI (MISHEAL 
ALKHAYR / 7944 ) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36999622 or 
GABR200055@GMAIL.COM
HUSSAIN ISMAEEL TRADING CENTER has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33604603 or hitc.bh@gmail.com
D EVENTS ORGANIZATION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35002840 or PUREMIND.BH@GMAIL.COM
EMAN KEFAH  Line Contracting Bahraini Part-
nership Company has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17382277 or alialm-
dob2@gmail.com
PREMIER MOTORS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400400 or YOUSIF@
ALMERBATI.COM
NATIONAL TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17256882 or 
NETTS@ENGINEER.BH
RUNI BT RASTA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33460674 or 
SOHAIL68644@GMAIL.COM
EVERCARE FOUNDATION FOR ELDERLY & 
DISABLED SUPPORT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SOCIAL CARE CLERK, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36886644 or 
INFO@MAGICSHINEBH.COM
ALBANOOSH COMPANY WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39660585 or 
info@albanoosh.co
EVERCARE FOUNDATION FOR ELDERLY & 
DISABLED SUPPORT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SOCIAL CARE CLERK, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 36886644 or 
INFO@MAGICSHINEBH.COM
La ROSA HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR OF MAINTE-
NANCE, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17252717 or larosahotel1977@gmail.com
DAR ALSHAIKH RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39433353 or KHALEDEGEG@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@
GMAIL.COM
DUST BUNNY CLEANING CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33768106 or 
A.SHAKEEL1133@GMAIL.COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.
COM.BH
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.
COM.BH
CITI BANK N. A. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MANAGER (DEPARTMENT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17588680 or 
K.M.PAGTULONAN@CITI.COM
STONEY COMBINED FACILITES SUPPORT 
ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34311959 or 
FARHADKHAN39071453@GMAIL.COM
MARGALLA HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WIREMAN (BUILD-
INGS), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34121503 or AMJIDR726@GMAIL.COM
World time Clearance of government docu-
ments has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39802838 or REYADH.AWAL@
GMAIL.COM
ALMOHAREB GENTS SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33999975 or AAM-
ER6060@HOTMAIL.COM
SUFIYAN CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37366782 or 
BASE.MCBH@GMAIL.COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.
COM.BH
EROS CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS AND 
SERVIES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37706619 or jassi-
m0087alaiwi@gmail.com
AL QUBTTAN AUTO SPARE PARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39159779 or MOHSINAUTO@GMAIL.COM
FAEQ ALI MOHAMED AHMED  SALMAN 
(189709) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FITTER/REPAIRER(ELECTRICAL EQUIP-
MENTS).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17590921 or JSDHUFAR@
GMAIL.COM
AL-KHARDAWI MECHANICAL & ELCTRICAL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AUTOMO-
BILE PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33338302 or abonoor75@yahoo.
com
RABBANI AND SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DESIGNER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34088158 or 
RATABRABBANI2@GMAIL.COM
MASHTAN RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17660031 or 
SAYED.ALTAHER33333@YAHOO.COM
TRUE OATH SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33142185 or 
ZSB79994@GMAIL.COM
STONEY COMBINED FACILITES SUPPORT 
ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34311959 or 
FARHADKHAN39071453@GMAIL.COM
AL MUAZZIB CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33448868 or MHMD.
ALARADI.94@GMAIL.COM
ALTAMASH LADIES TAILORING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33891787 or ZA-
KIRAWAN1964@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD USMAN CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33197378 or HAID-
RAL1286983@GMAIL.COM

SANAMINA INTERIOR DECORATION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33902762 or FATIMASAYED0327@GMAIL.
COM
BOXU SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COMPUTER OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35900842 or NAVEEDKHAAAAN7@GMAIL.
COM
ALRAHILA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33865286 or 
alrahilaconstruction@gmail.com
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17702454 or mohdnew28@gmail.com
KEEP COOL FOR ELECTRICAL AND ELEC-
TRONICS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33433238 or HARDEEPSARA1980@GMAIL.COM
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
Government@mre.co
NIMKO COMBINE SUPPORT FACILITIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(ELECTROPLATER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38416658 or farerway2@
gmail.com
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
HASSAN ABDULLA HASSAN has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(AGRICULTUR-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39882880 or ZUBIODIYIL@GMAIL.COM
VANITA TEXTILES W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17551999 or ALI.
RADHI31999@GMAIL.COM
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
SHAWARMA HLAYEL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16161122 or 
INFO@SOLE-CORP.COM
DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING & MAIN-
TENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17535158 or bucheeri5@gmail.
com
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877209 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
SOUTH GATE CONSTRUCTION AND CLEAN-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77061717 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.
COM
AL YNBOOT CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33223488 or HON-
EYZAHRAA@YAHOO.COM
MANRAJ INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34320503 or MANRAJINTERIOR@GMAIL.
COM
ROSH WOODWORKS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33090834 or 
KFROSHAN@GMAIL.COM
ASHAN SERVICES BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32031744 or SAIFI1984@
OUTLOOK.COM
BABYLON CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(PAINT FINISH-
ER), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17730015 or binu@unitcogroup.com
PREEMINENCE PROPERTIES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36880843 or E.BRA5058@YAHOO.
COM
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NATIONAL MOTOR COMPANY W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17457160 or jamal.salman@nmc.com.bh
AWAL READY MIX CONCRETE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABORATORY TECHNI-
CIAN(CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS MIXING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700077 or aheed_m2@hotmail.com
NASFAH FOR MEN SEWING AND ACCESSO-
RIES has a vacancy for the occupation of TAI-
LOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37707719 or SADEQ9210@GMAIL.COM
top men uniform has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASTER CUTTER(GENTS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17600650 or 
pollyne@topmenbh.com
.ALMADAD CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33976544 or IMHALM-
DAD@GMAIL.COM
top men uniform has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17600650 or pollyne@topmenbh.
com
ARAB Union Contracting Co WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17533125 or GOLDENGROUPBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830801 or 
Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
ALZAIN TRADING CO LTD WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of INVENTORY SPECIAL-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17212444 or hrd@alzainjewellery.com
GREY MAN CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36556209 or MIRABSAAR25@GMAIL.
COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
Kowaid For Auto Serivce & Maintenance Bah-
raini partnership compa has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17730760 or KWAYEDS@
GMAIL.COM
SANA SUN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35137132 or 
SANASUNCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM
SANA SUN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35137132 or SANASUNCONSTRUC-
TION@GMAIL.COM
AL HASAN LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39875402 or AHMEDASHEER_64@HOTMAIL.
COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
ZOONEY CONSTRUCTION CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38473248 or PRINCEDOHA786@GMAIL.COM
UM ALYAS  COLD STORE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39204080 or 
NELSKI39@GMAIL.COM
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713000 or 
khalid.alawadi@gulfhotelbahrain.com
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
BAHRAIN CITY CENTER TOWERS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ROOM ATTEN-
DANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17811616 or BMFAQEEH@GMAIL.COM
ALLIANCE PROJECTS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39675858 or 
ALLIANCE@ILLIANCE.BH
DAWAR GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17626715 or sales@dawar.biz
ALHANAFI CLEANING CO. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39904366 or ALIABDULLA4800@GMAIL.COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED
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Messi to unveil 21-metre statue 
of himself on India ‘GOAT’ tour
Tour includes four cities, meetings with celebrities, and a possible PM meeting

• Lionel Messi begins 
a three-day India tour

AFP | Kolkata

Lionel Messi will unveil a 
21-metre (70-foot) statue 
of himself in India on Sat-

urday as he embarks on a three-
day tour of the country that has 
sparked a fan frenzy.

The iron sculpture in Kolka-
ta, which shows Messi holding 
aloft the World Cup, is part of 
a so-called GOAT Tour that will 
take in four Indian cities and 
a possible meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

The 38-year-old Argentina 
and Inter Miami superstar will 
unveil the monument virtually 
rather than in person for secu-
rity reasons.

A “Hola Messi” fan zone has 
also been set up in Kolkata 
where on display is a life-sized 
replica of Messi sat on a throne.

The hall also recreates his Mi-
ami home, complete with man-
nequins of his family members.

Football fan Samir Nandy said 
it would be “a dream come true” 
to catch a glimpse of his idol.

“Legends are not made by suc-
cess alone. It is his resilience 
that made me believe in him,” 
Nandy, 64, said in Kolkata.

“The statue is a fitting tribute 

to him.”
Monti Paul, the statue’s main 

sculptor, said the structure was 
built inside 40 days.

“It’s a matter of pride to build 
the sculpture of Messi. It’s the 
tallest statue I have made,” he 
said.

The eight-time Ballon d’Or 

winner will also meet Bol-
lywood superstar Shah Rukh 
Khan and former India cricket 
captain Sourav Ganguly during 
his whirlwind trip to Kolkata.

Ahead of his arrival, Messi 
said it was an honour to visit 
India and interact with the fans.

“India is a very special coun-

try and I have good memories 
from my time there 14 years ago 
-- the fans were fantastic,” Messi 
said in a statement.

“India is a passionate football 
nation and I look forward to 
meeting a new generation of 
fans while sharing the love I 
have for this beautiful game.”

After Kolkata, where Messi 
will play a short friendly match, 
he will head to Hyderabad, 
Mumbai and New Delhi.

In Hyderabad he will attend a 
concert in his honour and play 
another friendly.

He is reportedly scheduled to 
meet Modi in the capital.

Messi won his second consec-
utive Major League Soccer Most 
Valuable Player award this week 
after propelling Inter Miami to 
the MLS title and leading the 
league in goals.

The former Barcelona and 
Paris Saint-Germain attack-
er will spearhead Argentina’s 
defence of the World Cup in 
June-July in North America.

The tour features a fan 
zone with a life-sized 

replica of Messi sitting 
on a throne and a 

recreation of his Miami 
home, complete with 

mannequins of his 
family

KNOW WHAT

Commuters cross promotional posters and veiled statue of Inter Miami’s Argentine forward #10 Lionel Messi, on the eve 
of his visit, in Kolkata

Mohammed Ben Sulayem re-elected 
unopposed in contentious FIA election
AFP | London

Mohammed Ben Sulayem 
was re-elected as presi-

dent of motorsport’s governing 
body the International Auto-
mobile Federation (FIA) yes-
terday in an election in which 
he faced no challengers.

The Dubai-born 64-year-old 
was the only candidate in the 
vote held in Tashkent in an 
election that has been contest-
ed in the courts.

Two would-be candidates, 
Swiss national Laura Villars 
and American former FIA 
steward Tim Mayer, were de-
nied the chance to run against 
Ben Sulayem due to FIA rules.

Under the Paris-based FIA 
election regulations,  candi-
dates are required to appoint 
vice-presidents from each of 
the six global regions, chosen 
from a list approved by the 

Paris-based FIA.
But  there  is  only  one 

vice-president listed from 
South America, Brazilian Fa-
biana Ecclestone -- the wife 
of ex-Formula One supremo 
Bernie Ecclestone -- and she 
gave her backing to Ben Su-
layem.

A Paris court last week 
decided not to suspend the 
election but ordered a trial to 
examine the electoral process 
after hearing an urgent appli-
cation from Villars, a 28-year-
old Swiss driver.

Wilde and Waugh crowned T100 
triathlon world champions in Qatar
TDT | Manama

New Zealand’s Hayden 
Wilde and Britain’s Kate 

Waugh were crowned T100 Tri-
athlon World Champions after 
triumphing at the Qatar T100 
World Championship Final in 
Lusail yesterday.

Wilde completed a perfect 
season with his sixth con-
secutive victory, finishing in 
3 hours, 6 minutes and 8 sec-
onds. The Olympic bronze 
medallist dominated from 
start to finish, controlling the 
race after a powerful bike leg 
to seal the 2025 men’s title 
and a $200,000 championship  
bonus.

His flawless season comes 
just months after a serious 
crash in Japan that left him 
with multiple injuries, includ-
ing a punctured lung and bro-
ken ribs. “It’s been a long year, 
but finishing fit and healthy 
is more meaningful than any 
trophy,” Wilde said.

Waugh claimed her first 
world crown in dramatic fash-
ion, collapsing to her knees 
from exhaustion as she crossed 
the line in 3:31:30. The 26-year-
old led from the opening stages 
and held off Britain’s Georgia 
Taylor-Brown to seal victory 
and the women’s championship 
title.

“It had it all — I cried on 
the bike and barely made it to 
the finish,” Waugh said. “It’s 
completely overwhelming 
but the perfect end to a hard  
season.”

The Qatar finale concluded 
the 2025 T100 Triathlon World 
Tour season, with Wilde and 

Waugh each collecting $25,000 
for their race victories in ad-

dition to their championship 
bonuses.

Hayden Wilde crosses the finish line

Kate Waugh celebrates her win

Mohammed Ben Sulayem



Liverpool boss Slot to hold 
talks with unhappy Salah
Conversation to determine if Salah plays after his explosive public criticism

• Meeting will decide 
Salah’s availability 
for Brighton

• Slot wants 
forward to stay

AFP | London

Liverpool boss Arne Slot 
said he would speak to 
Mohamed Salah yester-

day morning before deciding 
on the forward’s availability for 
this weekend’s match against 
Brighton.

The Egypt international ac-
cused Liverpool of throwing 
him “under the bus” after he 
was left on the bench for last 
week’s 3-3 draw at Leeds -- the 
third match in a row that he did 
not start.

Salah also said he had no re-
lationship with the Dutch man-
ager, when he spoke to report-
ers after the match at Elland  
Road.

The 33-year-old was left out of 
the squad for Tuesday’s Cham-
pions League match at Inter 
Milan, which Liverpool won 
1-0, posting a picture on social 
media of himself alone in a gym 
at the club’s training ground.

“I will have a conversation 
with Mo this morning -- the 
outcome of that conversation 
determines how things will look 
tomorrow,” Slot told his pre-
match press conference.

“I think the next time I speak 
about Mo should be with him 

and not in here. You can keep 
on trying but there is not much 
more to say about it.

“After the Sunderland game 
(a 1-1 draw on December 3 
in which Salah came on as a 
second-half substitute) there 
were a lot of conversations 
between his representatives 
and ours, between him and  
me.”

Slot batted away further ques-
tions from reporters about the 
forward, but said: “I have no 
reasons not wanting him to stay, 
and that is a little bit of an an-
swer to your question.”

Salah,  who signed a new 
two-year contract at Liverpool 

in April which made him one 
of the highest paid players in 
the Premier League, is due to 
join the Egypt squad for the 
Africa Cup of Nations after 
Saturday’s Brighton game at  
Anfield.

The length of his absence de-
pends on how far Egypt go in 
the competition in Morocco, 
with the final taking place on 
January 18.

Salah, third in Liverpool’s all-
time scoring charts with 250 
goals in 420 appearances, has 
won two Premier League titles 
and one Champions League tri-
umph during his spell on Mer-
seyside.

Liverpool’s Egyptian striker #11 Mohamed Salah (L) attends a team training session at their training ground in Kirkby

Arab Cup Chaos Sweeps Doha
Jordan and UAE join Morocco and Saudi in semi-finals

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Doha once again delivered 
football at its most thrilling 

as Jordan and the UAE secured 
their spots in the FIFA Arab Cup 
2025 semi-finals. From late 
handballs to nerve-shredding 
penalties, both quarter-finals 
kept fans on the edge of their 
seats.

Earlier at Education City Sta-
dium, Jordan edged Iraq 1–0. 
Star striker Yazan Al-Naimat 
went down injured early, but 
Jordan continued to attack 
down the wings. The break-
through came in the 41st min-
ute when a header struck Iraq’s 
Mustafa Saadoon’s arm. VAR 
confirmed the penalty, and Ali 
Olwan calmly converted. Iraq 
dominated possession in the 
second half and tested goalkeep-
er Abulaila from distance, but 
Jordan’s defense held firm to 
secure the win. They will face 
Saudi Arabia in the semi-finals 
on Monday, December 15, at Al 
Bayt Stadium (8:30 PM).

Meanwhile, at Al Bayt Sta-
dium, the UAE and Algeria de-
livered a match packed with 

drama. Algeria took the lead 
in the 46th minute when Adil 
Boulbina finished a rebound 

from a long-range strike by cap-
tain Yacine Brahimi. The UAE 
equalized in the 64th minute 
when Bruno Conceicao met 
a precise cross from Yahya Al 
Ghassani. Both sides threatened 
in the closing minutes — Alge-
ria hit the post, and the UAE’s 
late penalty appeal was denied 
— sending the game into ex-
tra time. Goalkeeper Hamad Al 
Meqbaali produced a stunning 
save to deny Zakaria Draoui’s 
last-second volley, forcing a 
penalty shootout.

The shootout was a test of 
nerves, with Al Meqbaali’s cru-
cial stops helping the UAE pre-
vail. They will now meet Mo-
rocco at Khalifa International 
Stadium on Monday, December 
15, at 5:30 PM.

With the final four confirmed 
— Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Jor-
dan, and the UAE — the stage 
is set for two semi-finals that 
promise more moments that 
could define the 2025 Arab Cup. 
Doha has already delivered un-
forgettable nights, and the best 
is yet to come.

Salah posted a solitary 
gym photo during 

Liverpool’s Champions 
League win — a mo-

ment fans interpreted 
as a pointed response 

to being left out of 
the squad

KNOW WHAT

Federer to headline launch 
of 2026 Australian Open

AFP | Melbourne

Roger Federer will return 
to the scene of some of his 

greatest triumphs in January 
when he headlines a “Battle of 
the World No.1s” to officially 
launch the 2026 Australian 
Open, organisers said.

The Swiss great will be back 
on Rod Laver Arena for the 
first time since he retired in 
2022 as the Grand Slam at Mel-
bourne Park introduces an in-
augural “opening ceremony”.

Held on the evening before 
the tournament starts on Jan-
uary 18, it will include a tribute 
to Federer, who won the Nor-

man Brookes trophy six times 
among his 20 major titles.

He will also join four-time 
Australian Open winner An-
dre Agassi and Australians Pat 
Rafter and Lleyton Hewitt for 
a star-studded match.

“It feels like a lifetime ago 
that I coined the phrase the 
‘Happy Slam’ for the Australi-
an Open, and it still makes me 
smile when I think about all 
the moments I’ve had there,” 
Federer said.

“I’ve experienced so many 
emotions on Rod Laver Arena 
-- the joy of lifting ‘Norman’ six 
times, the honour of playing 
in front of Rod Laver himself.

Fit-again Jesus can be Arsenal’s 
number one striker, says Arteta

AFP | London

Mikel Arteta said Friday 
that Gabriel Jesus has 

the qualities to be Arsenal’s 
first-choice striker following 
the return of the Brazil inter-
national after 11 months on the 
sidelines.

The 28-year-old on Wednes-
day played his first minutes for 
the club since suffering a knee 
injury in January, coming on 
as a substitute in the Gunners’ 
3-0 win against Club Brugge in 
the Champions League.

Jesus will have to compete 
with Viktor Gyokeres and Kai 
Havertz, currently sidelined 
with a knee injury, to be the 
focal point of Arsenal’s attack.

Arsenal boss Arteta also 
has a host of other options in 
attacking positions including 
Bukayo Saka, Eberechi Eze, 
Gabriel Martinelli, Noni Ma-
dueke and Leandro Trossard.

The Spanish manager, 
whose team host bottom side 
Wolves on Saturday, was asked 
at his pre-match press con-
ference whether Jesus could 
push to be the club’s number 
one striker.

“Yes, a player of his quality, 
a player that has given us so 
much and he comes with the 

energy that he came with the 
other day,” he said.

“He’s certainly a player that 
has to be pushing and aiming 
for that, that’s for sure.”

Arteta was also asked if he 
would think about selling the 
former Manchester City star, 
given his wealth of attacking 
options, but quashed the idea.

“Gabriel has a lot to offer 
to the team and he’s proven 
that straight away in the first 
minute that he was available 
to play,” he said. “He’s put so 
much to be in this position 
again and now the focus is to 
be with us.”

The Arsenal boss insist-
ed the “goals will come” for 
struggling Gyokeres, who has 
scored just once in the Premier 
League since mid-September.

Arteta said the team and 
the 27-year-old forward, who 
joined the club from Sporting 
Lisbon in July, had to adapt to 
each other.

“We have to put the player 
in the best possible condition 
to explode and fulfil his poten-
tial, and then there are certain 
things that within the role, 
in the manner that we play, 
have to be fulfilled, and that’s 
a combination of both,” he  
said.

Arsenal’s Brazilian forward #09 Gabriel Jesus (L) controls the ball

Roger Federer with his Australian Open trophy in 2018 (file photo)
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Bruno Conceicao celebrates after levelling the score for UAE in regular time


