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C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

I see Brexit as a progressive 
disease, like alcoholism. I 
wouldn’t have said this at 
any time since 1940 but it 

feels apt now. 
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TANYA GOLD

I wonder if this is what the 
Black Death was like. Peo-
ple wandering around with 

donkeys, crying, “Bring out your 
dead!” and painting crosses on 
walls, which was, I guess, like a 
medieval Twitter. #AllHopeIs-
Lost.

Everyone I know is either a 
Brexit Denier — “It’s not hap-
pening,” they say. “We’ll have a 
People’s Vote! Another referen-
dum! We’ll win this time!” — or 
a Brexit Apocalypticist — “It’s 
happening. We are doomed. 
Hold my hand and run toward 
the blast.” The only people 
who are hopeful are the people 
with the gallows, far-right sup-
porters of a “hard Brexit” who 
marched through the streets of 
London on Dec. 9 protesting 
Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
“betrayal” and carrying her effi-

gy. They didn’t hang it. Presum-
ably, that can wait.

On Dec 10, the real May post-
poned the long-planned vote in 
Parliament on her Brexit deal, 
the one she spent 20 months 
negotiating with the European 
Union and the last three weeks 
trying (and failing) to sell to the 
British public and Parliament. 
What’s next? Apparently, she 
will go to Brussels on her knees, 
begging for further concessions. 
She doesn’t know how to im-
plement the will of the people, 
if the will of the people — or at 
least the people who hold her 
political future in their hands 
— is suicide.

It feels like a good time to 
mention that the Palace of 
Westminster is falling apart. 
The building itself is a rotting 
construct, honouring an im-
agined past and — just for fun 
— built on a marsh. What does 
that remind you of, eh? It was 
not much publicised, for ob-
vious reasons, but on June 23, 
2016, the day of the Brexit ref-
erendum itself, the basement 
was flooded with sewage. It was 

rainfall and a high tide, they 
said, but I know better. Met-
aphor, like the gods, must be 
heard.

Politicians, the ones absolute-
ly no one has any faith in, are 
snuffling in the wreckage now, 
hoping to succeed May. It’s a 
horrible thing to watch calam-
ity treated as opportunity but 
they thrive on it: The Labour 
Party, despite what its leaders 
might tell you, wants a hard 
Brexit and a general election — 
in that order. The Conservatives 
don’t know what they want, but 
Brexiteers are excited about 
being in charge. Boris Johnson, 
a Lothario galloping to seed, 
apparently has a new haircut, 
a sign that he’s ready to make 
yet another play for the top job. 
It is always about the hair for 
Boris. Increasingly, I think it is 
really his brain. Michael Gove, 
the environment secretary and 
one of the few Brexiteers left 
in May’s cabinet, is skulking 
reasonably, hoping to squeeze 
through the middle. Jacob Re-
es-Mogg, who attended Marga-
ret Thatcher’s funeral in a top 

hat, is denying all leadership 
ambitions, presumably from the 
center of some giant web built 
by the ghost of Ayn Rand.

Entertainers are wading in, 
because this is entertainment, or 
rather, when you treat politics 
like entertainment, you get this. 
Americans know that. I increas-
ingly feel we are in Hollywood 
as the screenwriter William 
Goldman famously described 
it: “Nobody knows anything.”

Pamela Anderson — formerly 

of the constituency of Baywatch 
and who now lives in France 
and has taken passionate inter-
est in European politics — has 
strong opinions on a potential 
Labour-led Brexit: “Lexit is a 
left exit,” she wrote on Twit-
ter. “Re — what Corbyn would 
do. By negotiating a Brexit for 
the people. That protects the 
ordinary person.” The nation 
gawped, but there was more. 
“Never have the words of Shake-
speare — ‘now is the winter of 
our discontent’ — rang more 
true than now,” she wrote on her 
website in a post called “Brexit 
and I (also starring Shakespeare 
and Churchill),” which she il-
lustrated with a photograph of 
herself hiding behind a plant. 
“I have been following the sit-
uation very closely,” she wrote, 
“and I fully support the position 
of Jeremy Corbyn, the Labour 
party leader (leader of the op-
position). Ok, I admit it, I have 
a little political crush on Jeremy 
Corbyn.”

But back in what is, for now, 
still the fifth largest economy 
in the world, the actor Andy 

Serkis — Gollum from “Lord of 
the Rings” in the constituency 
of Middle Earth — has made 
a video, with May as Gollum 
and the deal as the One Ring. It 
ends with a plea for a People’s 
Vote, which will presumably be 
played by Ian McKellen, with 
all the gravitas he gave his King 
Lear: “O! Let me not be mad, not 
mad, sweet heaven; keep me in 
temper; I would not be mad!” 
Too late, too late.

No one here knows what will 
happen next — an election, an-
other referendum, a new deal, 
a departure from the European 
Union with no deal at all. The 
last 18 months have felt like po-
litical hell; now, I fear we will 
look back at them as the time 
when things were sane.

I see Brexit as a progressive 
disease, like alcoholism. What 
you think gives you hope — nos-
talgia or vodka, who cares? — is 
killing you. I wouldn’t have said 
this at any time since 1940 but it 
feels apt now. Pray for us.

(Tanya Gold is a writer for The 
Spectator.)

Another day in Brexit hell

It feels like a 
good time to 

mention that 
the Palace of 
Westminster 

is falling 
apart 

Brexit means Brexit 

Theresa May would always insist 
in her speech that there would 
be no General Election until 

2020. Yet she called one less than 10 
months later.

And she insisted she would not trig-
ger Article 50 to begin Brexit “until the 
British negotiating strategy is agreed 
and clear.” 

Yet she triggered Article 50 
the month before she called 
that snap general election and 
today, 18 months later, the 
chequers plan, the stated Brit-
ish negotiating strategy, is cer-
tainly far from agreed.

The ruling government can-
not set out what Brexit means 

without revolt within their 
own ranks. And the Labour 
Party fail to set out what 
Brexit means for fear they 
will lose a few Brexiteer 
votes.

While today the chequers 
plan has lasted two months, 
it has not yet been properly 

set before the EU who already indicate 
that it will not be accepted.

Theresa May told us in her 2016 
speech that “the country voted to leave 
the European Union”. 

“Brexit means Brexit.” What could be 
clearer! Indeed. Brexit is proving to be 
a complete Brexit.

Dr Martin

1818
Cyril VI of Constantinopleresigns 
from his position as Ecumenical 
Patriarch.

1862
American Civil War: At the Battle 
of Fredericksburg, Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee defeats Union 
Major General Ambrose Burnside.

1867
A Fenian bomb explodes in 
Clerkenwell, London, killing six.

1928
George Gershwin’s An American 
in Paris is first performed.
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Great initiative from 
Sh. Nasser to stop 

homeworks. Children 
should enjoy their child-
hood at home and with 
friends. And have more 
time to be productive and 
experience new things. 
Now let’s hope the minis-
ter of education will take 
the initiative of introduc-
ing better curriculum.

@ATEEKSTER

With the RBI Gover-
nor’s resignation 

one more independent 
institution has fallen. 
The BJP has demolished 
every temple of modern 
India and if not stopped,  
will surely destroy India 
itself. #UrjitPatel

@RahulGandhi

I am backing @theresa_
may tonight. Being PM 

most difficult job imagina-
ble right now and the last 
thing the country needs 
is a damaging and long 
leadership contest. Brexit 
was never going to be easy 
but she is the best person 
to make sure we actually 
leave the EU on March 29

@Jeremy_Hunt

You can talk abt Brand 
Modi, Brand Rahul 

but you cannot ignore 
Brand Shivraj. 15 years 
of Anti Incumbency and 
Still BJP manages to get 
highest vote share of 41%, 
more than Congress.  BJP 
109 seats and 41% vote 
share establishes Brand 
Shivraj even aftr ths de-
feat. @ChouhanShivraj

@SushantBSinha

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

YOSSEF BEN-MEIR

December 2018 is gearing 
up to be a pivotal month 
for migration on the 

world stage, and the epicentre 
is here, in Marrakech, Morocco, 
with two high-level fora taking 
place concerning development 
and migration. However, in or-
der for the discussions that take 
place at these conferences to be 
impactful on the lives of ordi-
nary people, the outcomes and 
agreements signed must be used 
as a catalyst for governments 
and concerned organisations to 
address the drivers intrinsic to 
migration, including rural pov-
erty, lack of economic opportu-
nity and climate change. To put 
this into practice, we offer our 
experiences of a grassroots, par-
ticipatory development method 
as a humanitarian alternative to 
migration. 

Firstly, the Global Forum for 
Migration and Development 
(GFMD) took place on 5th-7th De-
cember, based upon the theme of 
“Honouring International Com-
mitments to Unlock Potential of 
All Migrants for Development”. 
The 11th summit of the Forum is 
the largest multi-stakeholder di-
alogue platform concerning mi-
gration and development, repre-
senting government policymak-
ers, GFMD observers, members 
of civil society and the private 
sector. Although the proceedings 
of the GFMD are non-binding and 
voluntary, it is hoped that this 
conference will lay down founda-
tions for the first Global Compact 
for Migration (for Safe, Orderly 
and Regular Migration), to be 
held on 10th-11th December, also 
in Marrakech. 

This UN-led High-Level Po-
litical Forum will be the first in-
ternational compact of its kind 
to address migration, designed 
to improve the management and 
co-operation of countries con-
cerning the movement of peoples 
across borders. This agreement 
will also address the overarching 
causes of migration, such as poor 
access to sustainable livelihoods, 
the socio-economic and environ-
mental implications of migra-
tion upon both origin and host 
countries, as well as working to 
enhance the value and impact of 
migrants for sustainable devel-
opment. 

Nevertheless, this cannot be 
achieved without acknowledging 
the growing storm confronting 
mankind: climate change. Cli-
mate change, development and 
migration are part of an inex-
tricably linked nexus. The En-
vironmental Justice Foundation 
predicts that up to 10% of the 
world’s population could be at 
risk of forced displacement due 

to climatic hazards by 2050. At 
the GFMD conference, the Eu-
roMedA Foundation, who hosted 
a side event entitled “ A Euro-Af-
rican Approach to Migration” 
highlighted that key issues set 
to face Africa will be desertifica-
tion, drought and food insecurity, 
risks that are only going to wors-
en. Climate change can also com-
pound existing, or create new 
political and economic issues 
in at-risk countries and further 
drive migratory patterns, with 
the distinct possibility of turn-
ing plans for “Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration” on its head. 

In acknowledgement of this 
looming problem, the following 
describes a strategy of partici-
patory development, which ad-
dresses economic security and 
climate resilience for those most 
vulnerable, and hence reducing 
the likelihood of necessary mi-
gration in future. Morocco has 
the distinction of simultaneously 
being a last-stop transit country 
for migrants from sub-Saharan 
Africa, as well as being a nation 
of emigrants to Europe, North 
America and the Middle East. 
Under current projections, the 
country is set to be on the front-
line of climate change, riddled 
by food insecurity, droughts, 
desertification, catastrophic 
flash-floods in erosion prone 
mountainous areas, all of which 
will only be exacerbated by the 
continuing trends of warming 
temperatures. 

It is overwhelmingly the case 
that in Morocco as elsewhere, 
during community-based discus-
sions regarding socio-economic 
development projects located in 
regions with high levels of em-
igration, that local participants 
would strongly prefer to stay in 
their home communities, if only 
there were basic opportunities 
there. Indeed, many migrants 
prefer not to be migrants, but in-
stead seek the sustainable devel-
opment of their origin communi-
ties. Involving local community 
members in the decision-making 
processes reveals key contextu-
al insights into the priority in-
itiatives that will enhance the 
wellbeing of their communities: 
these are highly viable and im-
plementable because the projects 
respond to their self-defined 
needs, and are therefore most 

likely to be sustainable.
For example, in order to create 

opportunities and economic ac-
tivity in marginalised  rural com-
munities experiencing notable 
emigration, a $100,000 invest-
ment can establish a women’s 
cooperative of approximately 
50 members, for agriculture, 
food-processing or the produc-
tion of artisanal crafts. This can 
generate an average of a 50 per 
cent increase to household in-
comes, which in turn benefits a 
further 300-350 people, through 
better access to schooling, 
healthcare and sanitation infra-
structure. Clean drinking water 
systems to serve one municipali-
ty costs in the region of $350,000 
and dramatically improves not 
only resilience to droughts and 
girls’ participation in education, 
but also decreases incidences of 
water-borne diseases and infant 
mortality. 

Furthermore, in Morocco, like 
so much of Africa, almost all 
the endemic species of fruit and 
nut trees can grow organically, 
if only investments in certifi-
cations, nurseries and co-oper-
ative building were available. 
These tree plantations can be 
used for multiple purposes, in-
cluding seeding riverbanks to 
fight erosion, improving local 
biodiversity, to diversify tradi-
tional income sources and for 
carbon sequestration initiatives 
that can be vital for long-term 
sustainability. In this sense, hu-

man development and economic 
projects and investments at the 
grassroots level can be leveraged 
to form commitments from the 
community to implement oth-
er initiatives that are beneficial 
for both protecting their local 
environments but also for global 
climate mitigation. 

In order for potential migrants 
to be able remain in their com-
munities, the agricultural value 
chain from nursery to market and 
the supporting infrastructure 
need to be put in place. The root 
of rural poverty, which ultimately 
propels migration, is in the insuf-
ferable bottlenecks at each step 
of the value-chain, slow-moving 
decision-making and ultimately 
a warming climate. Consider-
ing however the enormous op-
portunities that are discussed at 
global conferences, if applied at 
a community-scale, especially for 
example, with regards to added 
value from organic certification 
and carbon credit offsets, the 
ongoing impoverishment in ru-
ral places need not continue. So 
long as it does however, and if 
building climate resilience and 
adaptation is not incorporated 
with the migration-development 
paradigm, then the “ordered, safe 
and regular migration” hailed by 
the Global Forum and the UN’s 
HLPF will never be realised. 

(Yossef Ben-Meir is a sociologist and 
is also President of the High Atlas 
Foundation, based in Marrakech.)

Participatory development: A 
humanitarian alternative to migration
The outcomes and agreements signed must be used as a catalyst for governments and 

concerned organisations to address the drivers intrinsic to migration

In order for potential 
migrants to be able remain 
in their communities, the 
agricultural value chain 
from nursery to market 

and the supporting 
infrastructure need to be 

put in place.  


