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In a letter to Jean-Baptiste Le Roy, 
Benjamin Franklin writes “in this 
world nothing can be said to be 
certain, except death and taxes”

First modern sit-down 
strike by Hormel 

meatpackers in Austin, 
Minnesota

US Supreme Court rules ra-
cial segregation on buses in 
Alabama unconstitutional

US spacecraft Voyager 1 sends 
back first close-up pictures of 

Saturn during its fly-by
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Saddened by the tragic 
crash of the Turkish 

C-130 aircraft in Georgia. 
Heartfelt condolences to 
my dear brother Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan  @RTErdogan, 
the families of those on 
board and to our Turkish 
brothers and sisters. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with them in this mo-
ment of grief.

@CMShehbaz

The Global #Tubercu-
losis Report shows a 

decline in new TB cases 
and deaths for the first 
time since #COVID19. New 
tuberculosis vaccines for 
adolescents and adults 
are within reach - 18 
candidates are in devel-
opment and 6 in Phase 
3 trials.

@DrTedros

Delaware needs to 
make major changes 

immediately or contin-
ue to lose its single big-
gest asset, which is being 
the incorporation state 
for most companies in 
America

@elonmusk

Climate shocks are in-
creasing humanitar-

ian needs & the risks of 
displacement. Millions 
of displaced people are 
trapped in a vicious cy-
cle of conflict & climate 
extremes. A new @Ref-
ugees report highlights 
the urgent need for #Cli-
mateAction & finance to 
reach the most vulner-
able:

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The UN nuclear watchdog 
yesterday called on Iran to allow it 
to verify its inventories of enriched 
uranium, especially its sensitive 
stockpile of highly enriched uranium, 
according to two confidential reports 
seen by AFP. Tensions between Iran 
and the UN nuclear watchdog have 
repeatedly flared in recent years, with 
relations being further strained in the wake 
of a 12-day war in June that saw Israeli and 
US strikes on key Iranian nuclear facilities. 
In its latest report, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said it “has 
lost continuity of knowledge in relation 
to previously declared inventories of nuclear material in Iran at the affected 
facilities”, including its stockpile of near-weapons-grade uranium. According to 
the IAEA, Iran had an estimated 440.9 kilograms enriched to up to 60 percent as 
of June 13 but has been unable to verify it.

u The United Nations said yesterday that 42 migrants were missing and 
presumed dead after a  boat capsized off the Libyan coast last week. It was the 

latest in a series of similar disasters in a stretch of 
the Mediterranean Sea that have claimed the lives of 
more than a thousand people so far this year. Seven 
survivors were rescued after six days adrift, the UN’s 
International Organization for Migration said in a 
statement. “According to survivors, some individuals 

were wearing life jackets while others held onto the overturned boat,” an IOM 
spokesman told AFP. The vessel, carrying 47 men and two women, left Zuwara, 
west of Tripoli, on November 3 before high waves caused the engine to fail 
around six hours later, the IOM said. The boat capsized, throwing all passengers 
overboard, the statement added. 

u The United Nations said yesterday that 
around 13,500 square kilometres (5,000 square 
miles) of Ukraine’s lakes, rivers and coastlines are 
potentially contaminated with mines and explosives 
after the nearly four-year Russian invasion. Even as 
the war is mostly fought on the ground, both sides 
have mined large areas near coastlines, and some 
undetonated projectiles from Russia’s daily aerial 
barrages end up in bodies of water. “An estimated 
13,500 square kilometres of Ukraine’s aquatic areas 
-- including the Dnipro River, lakes, and Black Sea 
coastlines -- are potentially contaminated with 
explosive remnants of war,” the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in Ukraine said in a 
statement. Only 1.4 percent of the contaminated waters -- roughly equivalent to 
the size of Puerto Rico -- has been de-mined, with the removal of around 2,800 
explosive devices.

42 feared 
dead in migrant 
shipwreck off 

Libya: UN

UN says 
13,500 square 
km of Ukrainian 
waterways need 

de-mining

UN watchdog 
calls on Iran to allow 
nuclear verifications 
‘as soon as possible’

Starmer led Labour to a land-
slide victory over the Con-
servatives in July last year, 

returning the centre-left 
party to power for the first 

time in 14 years.

But his government’s poll 
ratings and his personal 

standing among the British 
public have nosedived due 
to struggles on key issues 

such as economic growth and 
irregular immigration.
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 Bahrain on the Move

“The addition 
of thoughtful 
features — a 
small duty-

free outlet, a 
scenic deck 

for sunset 
photos, and 
a children’s 

corner 
with light 

entertainment 
— could 

transform it 
into a truly 
memorable 

experience”.

Being in the media, one develops a sense for the rhythm 
of a nation — and right now, Bahrain is beating with 
unmistakable energy. The Kingdom feels alive, evolving 

rapidly into a stronger and more confident economy under 
focused leadership and a clear national vision.

Just as we were stepping out of the excitement of the Asian 
Games, the momentum continued seamlessly. The World 
Endurance Championship, BAPCO Energy 8 Hours and BRAVE 
100th edition added to an 
extraordinary season of 
activity. The Manama Di-
alogue and the Gateway 
Gulf Investment Forum 
attracted delegations 
from around the world. 
At the same time, the Arab 
Cybersecurity Confer-
ence and the Royal Bah-
rain Concours added to an 
already vibrant national 
calendar.

Amid these milestones 
came another  excit-
ing development — the 
launch of the new Bah-
rain–Qatar ferry service. 
This long-awaited link 
between Saadah Marina 
in Bahrain and Al Ruwais 
Port in Qatar, with a travel 
time of just over an hour, 
marks the first interna-
tional passenger sea route 
between two Gulf nations. 
For many expatriates and 
residents alike, it is not 
just another travel update 
— it is a moment of joy, 
nostalgia, and renewed 
connection.

Having travelled on fer-
ries in places like Macau, 
Malaysia, and the Mal-
dives, I have found that 
each journey carries its 
own charm. Yet one of 
my most memorable ex-
periences was in Turkey, 
where live entertainment, 
friendly chatter, and the 
joy of the open sea made 
the voyage unforgettable. 
That experience taught 
me that ferry services can 
be far more than mere 
transportation — they 
can be journeys filled 
with character, culture, 
and a sense of community 
spirit.

Bahrain’s new ferry ser-
vice holds a similar prom-
ise. It can serve not only as 
a convenient link comple-
menting air travel to Qatar 
but also as a leisure route 
for families and weekend 
travellers seeking a short and affordable getaway. The addition 
of thoughtful features — a small duty-free outlet, a scenic deck 
for sunset photos, and a children’s corner with light entertain-
ment — could transform it into a truly memorable experience.

This ferry is more than just a vessel carrying passengers, 
vehicles, and cargo between two ports — it is a bridge of friend-
ship, a voyage of joy, and a symbol of regional unity. It reflects 
Bahrain’s growing prominence as a hub of connectivity and 
innovation, guided by the visionary leadership of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

And this is just the beginning. In the near future, we may 
see more such ferries setting sail from Bahrain to other GCC 
destinations — turning the blue waters of the Gulf into dynamic 
routes of travel, trade, and togetherness. The sea, once seen as 
a boundary, may soon become the most beautiful bridge con-
necting nations and people across the region.

 (The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

India capital car blast death toll rises to 12
AFP | New Delhi, India

India's anti-terrorism agency 
spearheaded yesterday the 

third day of investigations into a 
car blast in the capital, as a hospi-
tal official said the death toll had 
increased to 12.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has called the explosion on Mon-
day evening a "conspiracy", and 

has vowed that those responsible 
will face justice.

Police are yet to give exact de-
tails of what caused the intense 
explosion near the historic Red 
Fort in the crowded Old Delhi 
quarter of the city, one of India's 
most well-known landmarks, 
and the site of the annual prime 
minister's Independence Day 
speech.

It was the most significant se-
curity incident since April 22, 
when 26 mainly Hindu civilians 
were killed at the tourist site of 
Pahalgam in Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir, triggering clashes 
with Pakistan.

"Twelve people have died and 
more than 30 are injured," Ritu 
Saxena, the chief medical officer 
of Delhi's LNJP hospital, told AFP.

UK minister denies plotting against 
PM Starmer as rumours swirl

Rumorus say some ministers are plotting to challenge Starmer
AFP | London, United Kingdom

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer insisted yester-
day he runs a “united 

team” after a senior minister was 
forced to repeatedly deny that he 
planned to oust the embattled 
premier.

Starmer’s comments came af-
ter Downing Street sources said 
Britain’s leader would fight off 
any leadership challenge, as a 
briefing war exposed tensions 
at the heart of the beleaguered 
government.

Rumours are swirling in the 
UK parliament that some min-
isters are plotting to challenge 
Starmer following a budget due 
later this month, in which Labour 
is expected to break manifesto 
promises.

“This is a united team,” he told 
parliament, adding that he was 
focused on “rebuilding the 
country”.

Earlier, health minister Wes 
Streeting told Sky News that 
he was “not going” to demand 
Starmer’s resignation, adding: 
“I support the prime minister. I 
have done since he was 
elected leader of the 
Labour Party.”

The 42-year-
old is consid-
ered one of 
Labour’s bet-
ter performers 
and has long 
been touted 
as a potential 
re p l a c e m e n t 
f o r  St a r m e r, 
among others 
including interior 
minister Shabana 
Mahmood.

S t r e e t -
i n g ’s 

denial, repeated to other broad-
casters, followed anonymous 
briefings by Starmer allies who 
told journalists he would fight 
any bid to replace him, in what 
appeared to be an attempt to 

warn them off.
Starmer told parliament 
that attacks on any of 

his cabinet members 
were “completely un-
acceptable” and said 
Streeting was doing 
a “great job”.

“The government 
has descended into 
civil war,” said op-

position Conserva-
tive leader Kemi Bad-
enoch.

Trump writes to Israel’s 
Herzog asking him to 
pardon Netanyahu

Netanyahu has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing 

• Trump says he 
is writing to Herzog 
at a “historic time

• Netanyahu and his 
wife Sara are accused 
in one case of accepting 
more than $260,000 
worth of luxury goods

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli President Isaac Her-
zog said he received a letter 
from US President Donald 

Trump yesterday asking him to 
pardon Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, who is on trial 
in three separate corruption 
cases.

Netanyahu has repeatedly 
denied any wrongdoing in the 
ongoing court cases, with no 
ruling yet delivered, and his 
supporters have dismissed the 
trials as politically motivated.

In a speech to the Israeli 
parliament in October, Trump 
suggested to Herzog that he 
pardon Netanyahu.

“This morning, President 
Isaac Herzog received the at-
tached letter from US President 
Donald Trump, calling on him 
to consider granting a pardon 
to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu,” Herzog’s office 
said in a statement.

In the letter, Trump says he is 
writing to Herzog at a “historic 
time, as we have, together, just 
secured peace that has been 
sought for at least 3,000 years.”

“I hereby call on you to fully 
pardon Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who has been a formidable and 
decisive War Time Prime Min-
ister,” it adds.

“While I absolutely respect 
the independence of the Israeli 
Justice System... I believe that 
this ‘case’ against Bibi... is po-
litical, unjustified prosecution,” 
the letter says.

Netanyahu and his wife Sara 
are accused in one case of ac-
cepting more than $260,000 
worth of luxury goods such 
as cigars, jewellery and cham-
pagne from billionaires in ex-
change for political favours.

He is also accused of attempt-
ing to negotiate more favoura-
ble coverage from two Israe-
li media outlets in two other 
cases.

The statement from Herzog’s 
office said the Israeli president 
holds Trump “in the highest 

regard and continues to express 
his deep appreciations for Pres-
ident Trump’s unwavering sup-
port for Israel”.

“Alongside and not with-
standing this... anyone seek-
ing a Presidential pardon 
must submit a formal re-
quest in accordance with the 
established procedures,” it  
added.

During his current term, 
which started in late 2022, Ne-
tanyahu  proposed far-reaching 
judicial reforms that critics say 
sought to weaken the courts.

T h o s e  p r o m p t e d  m a s -
sive protests that were only 
curtailed after the onset of 
the Gaza war in October 2 
023.

Trump himself has long ac-
cused his political opponents of 
using the Justice Department to 
target him during his time out 
of office.

 U.S. President Donald Trump and U.S. Vice President JD Vance salute during 
a ceremony at Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery to 
mark Veterans Day on November 11, 2025 in Arlington, Virginia.

UK PM says BBC should ‘correct 
errors’ as Trump mulls lawsuit
AFP | London, United Kingdom

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer yesterday warned 

that the BBC should “get their 
house in order” after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said he 
had an “obligation” to sue the 
corporation for $1 billion over 
a misleading speech edit.

Speaking in parliament, 
Starmer said that while he 
supports a “strong and inde-
pendent BBC”, he also believed 
it should “uphold the highest 
standards to be accountable and 
correct errors quickly”.

“Where mistakes are made, 
they do need to get their house 
in order,” he said in response 
to a question calling for him 
to urge Trump to abandon his 
legal threat.

Trump’s lawyers threatened 
the British broadcaster with a 
billion-dollar lawsuit on Mon-
day, according to a letter seen 
by AFP, as the BBC apologised 

for giving the impression the 
president had urged “violent 
action” ahead of the 2021 as-
sault on the US Capitol.

Later, in a Fox News inter-
view, which was recorded 
Monday, Trump was asked if 
he planned to sue the BBC.

“I guess I have to, why 
not?” said the president in 

his first public comments 
on the potential for legal  
action.

“I think I have an obligation 
to do it because you can’t allow 
people to do that,” Trump said, 
without confirming whether 
he had officially begun pro-
ceedings to file a defamation 
lawsuit.

People are pictured outside the entrance to the BBC in London

Turkey probes 
cause of military 
plane crash that 
killed 20

AFP | Istanbul, Turkey

Investigators have found 
the black box from the 

Turkish military plane that 
crashed in Georgia, killing 
all 20 onboard, but have yet 
to analyse it, officials said 
yesterday, warning against 
hasty conclusions about 
what caused the incident.

Turkey said the military 
cargo plane crashed while 
returning home from Azer-
baijan and investigators had 
so far recovered 19 bodies 
and were looking for the 
last one.

The plane took off from 
Ganja airport in western 
Azerbaijan on Tuesday af-
ternoon but crashed shortly 
after crossing the border 
into eastern Georgia, the 
ministry said after the in-
cident.

“Our heroic comrades-in-
arms were martyred on 11 
November 2025 due to the 
crash of our C-130 military 
cargo aircraft, which had 
taken off from Azerbaijan 
to return to Turkey,” De-
fence Minister Yasar Gul-
er said on X alongside 20 
photographs of those who  
died.

Turkey has not said what 
caused the accident but dra-
matic footage taken by eye-
witnesses and published by 
Azerbaijani media appeared 
to show the plane spinning 
horizontally alongside 
several bits of debris as  
it fell.

Ukraine ministers resign in 
outcry over major graft scandal
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine’s energy and justice 
ministers offered their res-

ignations yesterday, shortly after 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said both should go over their al-
leged involvement in a sweeping 
corruption scandal in the coun-
try’s energy sector.

Investigators earlier alleged a 
key Zelensky ally orchestrated 
a $100-million kickback scheme 
to siphon funds, triggering public 
anger at a time of widespread 
power outages caused by Russian 
attacks.

Ukraine has long been plagued 
by corruption and cracking down 
on graft is seen as a key require-
ment of its bid to join the Euro-
pean Union.

Zelensky said his Justice Min-
ister German Galushchenko, 
whom investigators allege was 
involved in the scheme and re-
ceived “personal benefits”, as 
well as Energy Minister Svitlana 
Grynchuk, should tender their 
resignations.

Neither is known to have been 
charged and Grynchuk has not 
been mentioned as having prof-
ited from the scheme.

“The minister of justice and the 

minister of energy cannot remain 
in their positions,” Zelensky said 
in a video posted on social media.

Shortly after, both submitted 
letters of resignation, Ukraine’s 
Prime Minister Yulia Svyryden-
ko said.

The scandal has triggered out-
cry among Ukrainians, who are 
suffering frequent heating and 
electricity outages from the Rus-
sian bombings.

“It ’s disgusting,” Davyd, a 

24-year-old content creator, told 
AFP, declining to give his sur-
name. “They’re destroying us, 
our reputation, and our future. 
We won’t have a future if we have 
crooks like that,” he said, express-
ing concern over how the scandal 
would play among Kyiv’s crucial 
backers in the EU.

People “raise as much money as 
possible to help the (army), and 
they are just hiding the money in 
their basements”, he added.

Ukrainian minister of energy German Galushchenko (L) and Chief State Inspector 
for Nuclear and Radiation Safety of Ukraine Oleh Korikov speak during the IAEA’s 
Board of Governors meeting at the agency’s headquarters in Vienna, Austria

Astronomers spot storm on 
another star for first time
Paris, France

Astronomers revealed yes-
terday they have detected 

a storm on a star other than our 
Sun for the first time, discov-
ering an explosion so violent 
it could have stripped away 
the atmosphere of any planets 
unlucky enough to be nearby.

Solar storms on the Sun 
sometimes shoot out huge 
eruptions known as coronal 
mass ejections, which can dis-
rupt satellites when they arrive 
at Earth -- and create colour-
ful auroras that dance across 
the sky. In fact, a particularly 
powerful solar storm caused 
auroras as far south as the US 
city of Tennessee on Wednes-
day, according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

Auroras were also visible 
in the skies above New Zea-
land, AFP images showed, with 
more expected into Wednes-
day night.

However, observing such 
a storm on a distant star had 
proven difficult for astrono-
mers.

New research, published in 
the journal Nature on Wednes-
day, revealed that an interna-
tional team of researchers has 
finally achieved the feat.

The discovery used data 
from a European network of 
telescopes called LOFAR.

The team of astronomers has 
been using LOFAR since 2016 to 
detect the most extreme and 

violent events in the universe 
-- such as black holes -- which 
emit relatively stable radio sig-
nals over time.

“We always have stars in the 
telescope’s field of view but 
generally we’re not interested 
in them,” Cyril Tasse, a Paris 
Observatory astronomer and 
the study’s co-author, told AFP.

However, the researchers 
have set up a data processing 
system that also records what 
is going on with the stars be-
hind the behemoths they are 
chasing.

In 2022, the team decided to 
find out “what had been caught 
in this net”, Tasse said.

They found that there was 
a huge explosion which only 
lasted a minute on May 16, 
2016. It came from a red dwarf 
star called StKM 1-1262 more 
than 133 light years away.

The team then determined 
it was a coronal mass ejection 
-- a stellar storm.

“It’s the first time we have 
detected one” on a star other 
than our own, Tasse said.

But this coronal mass ejec-
tion was “at least 10,000 times 
more violent than known solar 
storms” on the Sun, he added.


