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We have many candidates 
who have achieved 

milestones in various 
fields and I am pretty 

sure that the upcoming 
Parliament will be 

the best in history in 
terms of efficiency and 

accountability to the 
people

TALAL AL MALOOD

Let’s all perform this 
task effectively and 

wisely so that we have 
the best policymakers 

who are capable of 
drafting laws that will 

serve good to the citizens
SAUD ALI AZEEZ

This is one of the proud 
moments of my life. The 

next parliament must 
focus more on the youth 
of this nation as they are 

the future. The Kingdom’s 
youth are the brightest in 
the region and they have 
unmatchable capabilities

MOHAMMED BILAL

107
Out of 507 candidates 
contesting polls, the 

largest number in the 
Kingdom’s history, 107 are 

women

Zahra Ayaz 
TDT| wManama 

The Kingdom yesterday wit-
nessed a grand celebration of 
its democratic process with 

legions of citizens across the nation 
casting their political rights to elect 
their parliament members and mu-
nicipal councillors. 

The electoral process could lead to 
run-offs in many districts on Novem-
ber 19 as independents and former 
lawmakers challenge incumbents for 
a seat in the chamber.

As per the electoral rules, a can-
didate must obtain more than half 
of the votes in a constituency to be 
elected. If no candidate achieves 
more than half the votes, the two 
candidates with the highest number 
of votes will go head-to-head in a 
run-off election.

Out of 507 candidates contest-
ing polls, the largest number in the 
Kingdom’s history, 107 are women, 
reflecting the Kingdom’s women em-
powerment journey under the great 
leadership. Bahrainis over the age 
of 20 who meet the legal require-

ments are eligible to cast their vote. 
There were 55 voting centres across 
the Kingdom yesterday enabling the 
citizens to exercise their democratic 
rights.   

Citizens who constitute the coun-
try's over 344,000-strong electorate 
who live overseas were able to cast 
their ballots at 37 diplomatic mis-
sions around the world on Tuesday.

“The number of Bahrainis who 
cast their votes at diplomatic mis-
sions exceeded the figures of the last 
elections in 2018. The high turnout 
is a testament to the sense of respon-
sibility and positive commitment of 
Bahrainis to exercise their consti-
tutional rights and elect their rep-
resentatives to the parliament,” said 
Nawaf Hamza, chairman of Bahrain’s 
high elections committee.

The next House of Representatives 
will have at least eight new faces 
after seven current members chose 
not to seek re-election and one was 
disqualified from contesting.

Speaking to The Daily Tribune, 
Bahraini citizen Talal Al Malood, 45, 
said he is very proud to participate 
in the Kingdom’s democratic pro-
cess. “We have many candidates who 
have achieved milestones in various 
fields and I am pretty sure that the 
upcoming Parliament will be the best 
in history in terms of efficiency and 
accountability to the people.” 

Another voter Saud Ali Azeez 
Ahmed said he is hopeful that almost 
all citizens would cast their demo-
cratic rights, for it is their important 
duty to elect their representatives. 

“This is one part of the civilian 

right, where you have the 
choice to elect the represent-
atives, who will be drafting 
laws for the nation. Let's all 
perform this task effectively 
and wisely so that we have 
the best policymakers who are 
capable of drafting laws that 
will serve good to the citizens.” 

First time voter Mohammed 
Bilal was overwhelmingly ex-
cited to cast his vote. “This is 
one of the proud moments of 
my life. The next parliament 
must focus more on the youth 
of this nation as they are the 
future. The Kingdom’s youth 
are the brightest in the region 
and they have unmatchable 
capabilities. 

“With right policies in place, 
it can be turned into an IT hub 
of the region. The basic Infor-
mation Technology infrastruc-
ture and availability of talent 
serve as a prerequisite for the 
nation to rise and emerge a 
pioneer in IT and IT-related 
services.”

The voter turn-out in 2018 
was 67 per cent, the highest 
level since the parliamentary 
and municipal elections began 
in the Kingdom in the year 
2002. According to a survey 
conducted by the Bahrain 
Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (Derasat), be-
tween 63 per cent and 69 per 
cent of voters were planning 
to cast a ballot on the election 
day. The survey said 85pc of 
the participants believed that 

the Parliament has a substan-
tial role to play in the nation’s 
progress. “While 58pc of par-
ticipants said that their MPs did 
not care much about the voters, 
42pc responded otherwise. The 
disapproval and approval per-
centages were 55pc and 45pc 
respectively for the municipal 

council members.” 
The survey also found that 62pc 

of the citizens expressed their sat-
isfaction over the performance of 
the previous councils. The voters 
consider employment as the most 
serious topic during the upcoming 
elections, according to the opinion 
poll. This was followed by infrastruc-

ture development. 
The opinion poll highlighted that 

the major qualities the voters would 
seek in their representatives were 
honesty, competence, education and 
decent background. Most of the re-
spondents were optimistic about 
the future parliament and municipal 
councils. 
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A massive voter turnout has been recorded since the first hours of the elections at the 
local and general polling stations. The citizens have confirmed their strong commitment 
to the democratic process through their remarkable presence at polling stations and 
intensive participation in the elections.

JUSTICE, ISLAMIC AFFAIRS AND ENDOWMENTS MINISTER, NAWAF BIN MOHAMMED AL-MAAWDA

The kingdom is witnessing an electoral celebration ahead of the launch of the Sixth 
Legislative Term, under the comprehensive development process, led by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. The keenness of citizens of all ages to gather in front of polling 
stations and participate positively in the electoral process reflects their awareness of the 
importance of performing the national duty for the best interests of the country and its 
people

MUNICIPALITIES’ AFFAIRS AND AGRICULTURE MINISTER, WAEL BIN NASSER AL-MUBARAK

The tremendous efforts exerted by all the authorities in charge of the elections ensure the 
success of the electoral process.

HM THE KING’S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE, HIS HIGHNESS SHAIKH MOHAMMED BIN MUBARAK AL KHALIFA

The citizens’ active participation in the parliamentary and municipal elections is vivid 
proof of Bahrain’s progressing democratic march under the reform project of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. The massive turnout of Bahraini voters since 
the early hours of the day reflects full awareness of their political rights and national 
responsibilities to choose their representatives for the Council of Representatives and 
municipal ones.

SPEAKER OF THE COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES FAWZIA BINT ABDULLAH ZAINAL

A polling centre was allocated to COVID-19 patients in the general polling and counting 
centre at the Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre to ensure that 
they exercise their right to elect their parliamentary and municipal representatives. All 
precautionary measures had been put in place to ensure the safety of all those present 
at the centre, through the provision of a highly-equipped clinic with qualified medical 
personnel.

HEALTH MINISTER, DR. JALILA BINT AL-SAYED JAWAD HASSAN

There is no loser in today’s elections, as everyone is a winner. For all Bahrainis, candidates 
and voters are contributing to bringing about a new Bahraini success story, whose 
results are awaited by everyone, out of their belief in the necessity of political popular 
participation in the decision-making process.

SHAIKH KHALID BIN ABDULLA AL KHALIFA, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE

Supporters of incumbent MP Hassan Bukhamas at their campaign booth on Election Day

‘A tough day’ for poll agents 
Zahra Ayaz 
TDT| Manama 

The Election Day turned out 
to be a tough day for poll 

agents who were leaving no stone 
unturned to make sure that their 
candidate came with flying colours. 

The day was a culmination of all 
the efforts they have exerted since 
the beginning of last month when 
their candidates declared their can-
didatures. 

“It was really tough. But I loved 
the journey as an agent for my can-
didate Barea Faraj,” said Salman 
Mohammed, a Bahraini in his early 
twenties. 

He said he is really proud to be 
part of the democratic process. “By 

being a poll agent, we are doing our 
duty towards the nation. We have 
been spearheading the campaign 
for our candidate by forming var-
ious teams. 

“We grouped ourselves into so-
cial media teams, door-to-door 
campaign teams and strategic 
planning teams to facilitate the 
right communication of campaign 
agenda.” 

Mr Salman said he was motivat-
ed to support Ms Faraj owing to 
her extensive experience with the 
Ministry of Education. “Our candi-
date has been serving the Ministry 
of Education for over 25 years and 
this matters a lot to us youth. She 

can formulate the right education 
policies that will be beneficial for 
the youth. 

“We have a very young team of 
volunteers as we understand that 
education is the best way to grow,” 
he added. 

The poll agents were yesterday 
seen engaging in last-minute ef-
forts to ensure that their candidate 
emerges victorious. 

Jassim, another poll agent, said 
he was waiting for this day to per-
form the task of polling agent. “It 
has been really interesting and 
amazing to be part of the campaign 
team as we are delivering our dem-
ocratic duties.”  

Salman Mohammed stands beside the poster of his candidate Barea Faraj

A fresh dawn  for democracy
Voters ‘overwhelmingly excited’ to perform their 

democratic duties
They hail Bahrain’s parliamentary journey which 
began in 2002  

Electoral teams were seen distributing 
pictures of candidates and their electoral 
programme even after voting began, 
reported AlAyam
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If the headline resembles what Rene Descartes wrote 
years ago in the Discourse on the Method - ‘I think, 

therefore I am- know that it is not just a coincidence. 
As it’s what a differently abled man from Muharraq 

told Tribune while waiting for his turn to vote on a 
wheelchair. 

His words were different, but the essence was all 
there. 

 “My only goal is not to vote for someone but to vote 
for Bahrain,” he said with a sparkle in his eyes. 

And continued: “Because it is all we have.”
What better way to become a part of democracy, es-

pecially when every vote counts? Isn’t it?
This man, a senior citizen from Muharraq, knows that 

better than anyone and has proven the same. 
So, when he decided to vote, nothing could stop him - 

not even his age or disabilities. 
He, however, was not alone. 
Many such motivating sights 

were seen from almost all 
parts of the Kingdom. 

One such sight was 
of a citizen arriving at 
a polling station to cast 
his vote, holding an ox-
ygen cylinder in one 
hand and a pass-
port in the other 
hand. 

He is ailing, but that didn’t matter. 
“I am out here for the nation and to achieve a better 

reality for our dear Kingdom,” the man said as he walked 
away with firm steps after exercising his rights. 

In fact, polling stations all over the kingdom yesterday 
witnessed such brave sights, where people of all ages 
eagerly waited for their turn.

Some walked in, while others rolled in on wheelchairs, 
smiling and inspiring others to exercise their rights. 

Polling stations in the Southern Governorate had set 
aside two tracks for differently-abled voters. 

Organisers at the polling stations were also keen to 
help them and assist elderly and differently-abled people, 
ensuring privacy and transparency.  
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His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad 

Al Khalifa, His Majesty 
the King’s Representative 
for Humanitarian Works 
and Youth Affairs, yester-
day cast his vote at the polling booth in the Bahrain 
International Circuit. 

After voting, HH said, “The Bahraini democratic 
experience, which is unique in the world, is becom-
ing more and more solid.”

“Bahrain is among the most advanced countries 
on the democratic level.”

“The wide participation indicates people's awar-
ness on the importance of their role in the elections,” 
said HH Shaikh Nasser. 

The people of Bahrain have performed their national duty to contribute to the nation-
building process towards achieving more comprehensive development. Citizens’ 
awareness is the basis for success in the various stages of the development process that 
Bahrain is witnessing for a better present and future for all. It’s important to continue the 
national achievements of Bahrain led by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister.

FINANCE AND NATIONAL ECONOMY MINISTER SHAIKH SALMAN BIN KHALIFA ALKHALIFA

Voted

02 03


