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Nero succeeds Claudius as Roman 
Emperor

Greenwich in London established 
as the universal time meridian of 

longitude

Mecca falls without struggle to Saudi 
forces led by Abdulaziz Ibn Saud

US 1st army begins battle of 
Aachen, first German city 

captured during WWII
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An important Cabi-
net decision, which 

will drive India’s efforts 
of port-led development 
and becoming a hub for 
trade. This decision will 
also benefit many states 
which do not have access 
to the coastline. 

@narendramodi

Starship 24 and Boost-
er 7 fully stacked on 

the orbital launch pad at 
Starbase

@elonmusk

Early in the #COVID19 
pandemic, it was im-

portant for health sys-
tems to focus all of their 
life-saving efforts on pa-
tients presenting with 
acute infection. Now it’s 
critical for governments 
to invest long-term in 
their health system & 
make a plan for dealing 
with #LongCovid.

@DrTedros

The supply of electric-
ity from clean ener-

gy sources must double 
within the next 8 years to 
limit global temperature 
increase. Accelerating 
the energy transition is 
an essential #Climate-
Action step to ensure a 
greener, better future.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

818,236 +203 9,374 +2 804,955 3,907

UAE 1,031,837 +337 2,346 1,010,843 18,648

Kuwait 660,667 2,564 657,113 990

Oman 398,424 4,260 384,669 9,495

Qatar 459,798 +676 682 455,898 3,218

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,608,431 1,088,471

2 India 44,618,533 528,835

3 France 35,970,379 155,620

4 Brazil 34,773,515 687,016

5 Germany 34,257,916 150,919

6 S. Korea 25,025,749 28,723

7 UK 23,735,273 190,888

8 Italy 22,944,496 177,719

9 Japan 21,610,500 45,615

10 Russia 21,248,603 388,509

11 Turkey 16,919,638 101,203

12 Spain 13,441,941 114,468

13 Vietnam 11,489,881 43,155

14 Australia 10,280,150 15,389

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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News in brief 
 u Russia’s president said 
Europe was to blame for its energy 
crisis with policies that starved the oil 
and gas industry of investment and 
said price caps would make it worse, 
as EU states tried to forge a deal 
on ways to contain soaring energy 
costs. Worries about the security of 
energy supplies were heightened on 
Wednesday when a leak in Poland on the 
Druzhba pipeline from Russia reduced the 
flow of oil to Germany. Poland said the leak 
was probably caused by an accident but it 
came as European Union nations are seeking 
to wean themselves off a reliance on Russian 
energy in response to the invasion of Ukraine in February. The Nord Stream gas 
link to Germany is now out of action after a leak last month that both Russia and 
the West have blamed on sabotage, without identifying who was behind it.

u Desperate to avoid military call-up to fight in Ukraine, more than 
20 Russians have sailed in yachts down the North Pacific coast to South Korea, 
but most were refused entry, a South Korean lawmaker said yesterday. There has 
been an exodus of conscription-age men from Russia since President Vladimir 

Putin ordered a partial mobilisation on Sept. 21, 
but most fled by road, rail and air to Europe and 
neighbouring former Soviet Union countries, like 
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan. Arriving aboard 
four yachts, 23 Russians have reached South Korea 
since late September, but authorities have granted 
entry to only two, lawmaker An Ho-young said, citing 

coast guard data. The others “were rejected because their purposes were unclear 
and they did not have sufficient documents,” the lawmaker said in a statement.

u A major exhibition of impressionist art opened yesterday at the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi, featuring works from masters such as Cezanne, Degas, Manet, 
Monet, Pissarro and 
Renoir. Billed as one 
of the most significant 
exhibitions on the 19th 
century art movement 
ever held outside 
France, it features 
more than 150 works on loan from the Musee d’Orsay in Paris. Claude Monet’s 
“Women in the Garden” is among the masterpieces on show from the movement 
characterised by rapid dabs and brushstrokes that explore the transient effects of 
light and colour. “Impressionism: Pathways to Modernity”, to run until February 
5, marks five years since the opening of the art museum in the capital of the 
United Arab Emirates.

 u A cargo ship traffic jam stretched as far as the eye could see off 
Istanbul, where a key deal to get Ukraine grain to market has translated into 
major hold-ups. Dozens of vessels were waiting Tuesday to clear the meticulous 
inspection process required under the Turkey and UN-backed accord aimed at 

easing fears of a global food crisis. Some vessels spend 
days at anchor for a procedure that officials said they 
were trying to speed up, amid growing desperation 
among some crews to get through. On board the 
Barbados-flagged black-and-white Nord Vind ship, the 
relief was palpable when a team of inspectors arrived.

Russians 
fleeing Putin’s call-
up sail to S.Korea, 
most denied entry

Louvre Abu 
Dhabi marks five 
years with major 
Impressionism 

show

Ukraine 
grain ships 
stuck in Istanbul 

traffic jam

Putin blames 
Europe for energy 
crisis as EU works on 

remedies

KNOW WHAT

West meets to pledge more arms for 
Ukraine as Washington hails gains
• Ukraine's Western 
allies promise more 
air defence weapons

• Biden says Putin 
"rational actor who 
has miscalculated"

• Air raid sirens blare 
for third day but no 
big wave of strikes

• Oil pipeline leaks as 
EU discusses response 
to energy crisis

Reuters | Kyiv/Brussels

More than 50 Western 
countries met yesterday 
to promise more weap-

ons for Ukraine, focusing on its 
need for air defences after Mos-
cow launched its most intense 
missile strikes since the start of 
the war.

Opening the meeting of the 
Ukraine Defense Contact Group 
at the headquarters of NATO in 
Brussels, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said Russia's huge 
wave of missile attacks this week 
had laid bare the "malice and cru-
elty" of its war.

Ukraine had shifted the mo-
mentum in the conflict since 
September with "extraordinary" 

gains, but would need more help 
to keep fighting, he said.

"These victories belong to 
Ukraine's brave soldiers. But the 
Contact Group's security assis-
tance, training, and sustainment 
efforts have been vital," Austin 
said.

Russian attacks using more 
than 100 missiles have killed at 
least 26 people across Ukraine 
since Monday, when President 
Vladimir Putin ordered what he 
called retaliatory strikes against 
Ukraine for an explosion on a 
bridge.

Air raid sirens sounded across 
swathes of Ukraine for a third day 
on Wednesday and there were 
reports of some shelling, but no 

sign of a repeat of the intensive 
countrywide strikes of the previ-
ous two days.

The missiles have mostly tar-
geted civilian electricity and heat-
ing infrastructure, while some 
hit busy roads, parks and tourist 
sites, including in the centre of 
Kyiv.

NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said Russia's missile 
attacks were a sign of weakness.

"The reality is that they're not 
able to make progress on the bat-
tlefield. Russia is actually losing 
on the battlefield," Stoltenberg 
said.

Since Monday's attacks, Ger-
many has sent the first of four 
planned IRIS-T SLM air defence 

systems, while Washington said 
it would speed up the delivery of 
a promised NASAMS air defence 
system.

ENERGY CRISIS
EU energy ministers were also 

meeting in Prague to work out 
ways to cope with an energy crisis 
caused by the war.

Yesterday, Polish pipeline op-
erator PERN said it had detected 
a leak in one pipe in the Druzhba 
system that carries oil from Rus-
sia to Europe, though it said the 
cause was probably an accident. 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Alexander Novak said the leak ap-
peared to have been eliminated.

Global attention has been fo-

cused on the security of Russian 
energy pipelines to Europe since 
the main undersea gas pipelines 
were damaged by suspected sab-
otage last month.

Western countries have not 
said who they blame for huge 
explosions that blew holes in the 
two Nord Stream 1 pipelines and 
one of two pipes that make up 
the new Nord Stream 2 project, 
but have implied they believe it 
was Russia.

Putin said yesterday gas could 
now be delivered through the re-
maining undamaged Nord Stream 
2 pipe, but it was up to Europe to 
allow it. The new pipeline, com-
pleted but never opened, has been 
suspended by Germany since the 
invasion. Gazprom boss Alexei 
Miller said fixing the damaged 
pipes would take more than a 
year.

As his forces have lost ground 
on the battlefield since Septem-
ber, Putin has escalated the con-
flict, ordering the call-up of hun-
dreds of thousands of reservists, 
proclaiming the annexation of 
occupied Ukrainian territory and 
repeatedly threatening to use nu-
clear weapons to protect Russia.

US President Joe Biden said 
yesterday he doubted Putin 
would use a nuclear weapon.

Putin is a "rational actor who 
has miscalculated significantly", 
Biden said in a CNN interview, 
saying he believed the Russian 

president wrongly expected his 
invading troops to be welcomed.

Asked how realistic he believed 
it would be for Putin to use a tac-
tical nuclear weapon, Biden re-
sponded: "Well, I don't think he 
will."

NATO's Stoltenberg told report-
ers in Brussels on Tuesday the 
military alliance had not noticed 
any change in Russia's nuclear 
posture.

A general view of a meeting of the Ukraine Defence Contact Group during a NATO defence ministers meeting at the Alliance’s 
headquarters in Brussels, Belgiuma

How much 
crude oil 

does the EU 
still import 

from Russia?

Putin to meet Qatar’s 
emir in Kazakhstan
Reuters | Moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will  meet Emir 

Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani in Kazakhstan, Kremlin 
aide Yuri Ushakov told report-
ers.

“This will be the first face-to-
face meeting after the outbreak 
of the pandemic, so it is very 
important,” Ushakov said. “The 
last time we met with the Emir 
was in Dushanbe in 2019.”

“In addition to politics and 
the trade and economic sphere, 
I would single out cooperation 
in the energy market, coopera-
tion between Russia and Qatar 
within the framework of the 
Gas Exporting Countries Fo-
rum. This will also be discussed 
between our leaders,” he said.

Putin to meet Erdogan, likely to look 
at Ukraine peace options - Kremlin
Reuters | Moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will meet Turkish 

President Tayyip Erdogan for 
talks in Kazakhstan today, a 
meeting at which the Turks are 
likely to raise ideas for peace 
in Ukraine, Kremlin aide Yuri 
Ushakov told reporters.

"Now many say that the Turks 
are ready to come up with other 

initiatives in the context of the 
settlement of the Ukrainian con-
flict," Ushakov said.

"There are reports in the press 
that the Turkish side is putting 
forward specific considerations 
in this regard, I do not exclude 
that Erdogan will actively touch 
on this topic during the Astana 
contact. So a very interesting 
and, I hope, useful discussion 
awaits us."

Putin moots gas 
hub in Turkey 
with Nord Stream 
supplies
Reuters | Moscow

President Vladimir Putin 
said yesterday that Rus-

sia could redirect supplies 
intended for the damaged 
Nord Stream pipelines to 
the Black Sea to create a Eu-
ropean gas hub in Turkey, or 
even use the one intact part 
of Nord Stream 2 to supply 
the EU.

An investigation is under 
way into explosions last 
month that ruptured the 
Russian-built Nord Stream 1 
and Nord Stream 2 pipelines 
on the bed of the Baltic Sea.

Putin said it was possi-
ble to repair the pipelines 
and that Russia and Europe 
should decide their fate.

"We could move the lost 
volumes from the Nord 
Streams along the bottom 
of the Baltic Sea to the Black 
Sea region and thus make 
the main routes for the sup-
ply of our fuel, our natural 
gas to Europe through Tur-
key, creating the largest gas 
hub for Europe in Turkey," 
he told an energy confer-
ence in Moscow.

"That is, of course, if our 
partners are interested in 
this. And economic feasibil-
ity, of course."

The problem is that Eu-
ropean Union countries are 
trying to end their reliance 
on Russian oil and gas af-
ter Putin sent troops into 
Ukraine as part of what he 
calls a special military op-
eration.

Turkish Energy Minis-
ter Fatih Donmez, speaking 
at the same conference in 
Moscow, said the idea was 
new to him but should be 
discussed.

The Druzhba oil pipeline 
from Russia to Europe
Druzhba is one of the largest oil 
pipelines in the world, and was 
built by the Soviet Union.

* It starts in central Russia and 
connects West Siberian oil fields to 
major refineries in Europe.

* It has capacity to pump more 
than 2 million barrels per day 
(bpd) but has been severely under-
utilised in recent months amid 
worsening Russia-Western ties.

* The Druzhba pipeline splits into 
two legs with the bigger, northern 
one going to Poland and Germany. 

In practice, military experts say Ukraine will probably never be able 
to defend its entire land area - the second largest in Europe after Russia 
itself - from attacks on scattered low-priority targets. Air defences, such 
as the US Patriot missile system, are designed mainly to protect specific, 

high priority targets. They can provide broader protection but over a com-
paratively small area, such as Israel’s vaunted “Iron Dome” system which 

protects a country around one-twentieth the size of Ukraine.

Russian oil imports into the European Union and United Kingdom fell 
35% to 1.7 million barrels per day (bpd) in August from 2.6 million bpd 
in January, but the EU was still the biggest market for Russian crude, 
according to the International Energy Agency (IEA). On Wednesday, 

Poland said it had detected a leak in one pipeline in the Druzhba system 
that carries oil from Russia to Europe, an event that will add to concerns 
about Europe’s energy security after the Nord Stream gas pipeline leak.

Saudi foreign minister says efforts to 
extend the truce in Yemen still stand
Reuters | Cairo

Saudi Arabia's foreign min-
ister said that the efforts to 

extend the truce in Yemen still 
stand, Al Arabiya TV report-
ed yesterday, after an initial 
UN-brokered pact between a 
Saudi-led coalition and the 
Houthi movement expired 
early this month.

The kingdom, the coalition 
and the Riyadh-backed Yem-
eni government are "keen on 
extending the truce," the Sau-
di-owned TV quoted Foreign 
Minister Prince Faisal bin Far-
han Al Saud as saying.

The United Nations is 
pressing for an extended and 
expanded truce that would 
build on the two-month one 
that expired on Oct. 2 after 
being rolled over twice, and 
which has brought the longest 
stretch of relative calm in the 
seven-year conflict.

US Special Envoy for Yemen 
Tim Lenderking headed back 
to region on Tuesday to sup-
port the UN-led negotiations 

with Yemeni parties, according 
to the State Department.

Lenderking last week called 
on the Iran-aligned Houth-
is, de facto authorities in the 
north, to show more flexibility 
in the negotiations, specifi-
cally on the United Nations' 
proposed mechanism to pay 
public sector wages.

The Saudi-led coalition in-
tervened in March 2015 after 
the Houthis ousted the inter-
nationally recognized govern-
ment from the capital, Sanaa. 
The group says it is fighting 
a corrupt system and foreign 
aggression.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan

Biden vows consequences for Saudi 
Arabia after OPEC+ decision
Reuters | Washington

President Joe Biden pledged 
on Tuesday "there will be 

consequences" for US relations 
with Saudi Arabia after OPEC+ 
announced last week that it would 
cut its oil production target over 
U.S. objections.

His announcement came a day 
after Democratic Senator Bob Me-
nendez, chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, said 
the United States must immedi-
ately freeze all cooperation with 
Saudi Arabia, including arms sales.

Biden, in an interview with 
CNN's Jake Tapper, would not 
discuss what options he was con-
sidering.

White House press secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre said a policy 
review would be conducted but 
gave no timeline for action or in-
formation on who would lead the 
re-evaluation. The United States 
will be watching the situation 
closely "over the coming weeks 
and months", she said.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan said the OPEC+ 

decision was purely economic 
and was taken unanimously by its 
member states.

"OPEC+ members acted respon-
sibly and took the appropriate 
decision," Prince Faisal told the Al 
Arabiya television channel.

OPEC+, the oil producer group 
comprising the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) plus allies including 
Russia, announced the production 
target after weeks of lobbying by 
US officials against such a move.

Chinese 'flying car' makes 
first public flight in Dubai
Reuters | Dubai

A "flying car" built by Chi-
nese electronic vehicle 

maker Xpeng Inc (9868.HK) 
made its first public flight in 
the United Arab Emirates, as 
the company works towards 
launching the electric aircraft 
on international markets.

The X2 is a two-seater elec-
tric vertical take-off and land-
ing (eVTOL) aircraft that is lift-
ed by eight propellers - two at 
each corner of the vehicle.

M o n d a y ' s  u n m a n n e d , 
90-minute test flight in Dubai 
was described by its manufac-
turer as an "important base for 
the next generation of flying 
cars."

"We are making step-by-step 
(moves) to the international 
market," said Minguan Qiu, 
general manager of Xpeng Aer-
oht. "First we selected Dubai 
city because Dubai is the most 
innovative city in the world."

Guests and reporters check out the XPeng eVTOL flying car X2 in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates

Myanmar junta sentences Suu Kyi to 
6 more years for corruption
AFP | Yangon 

Myanmar’s junta sen-
tenced ousted leader 

Aung San Suu Kyi yesterday 
to another six years in prison 
for corruption, a source with 
knowledge of the case said, 
taking the Nobel laureate’s to-
tal jail time to 26 years.

Suu Kyi, 77, has been de-
tained since the generals top-
pled her government in a coup 
on February 1 of last year, end-
ing the Southeast Asian coun-
try’s brief period of democracy.

She has since been convict-
ed on a clutch of charges, in-
cluding violating the official 
secrets act, electoral fraud 
and illegally possessing walk-
ie-talkies.

In the latest case, the No-
bel laureate was “sentenced to 
three years imprisonment each 
for two corruption cases” in 
which she had been accused of 
taking bribes from a business-
man, the source said.

The terms will be served 
concurrently, the source add-
ed. The businessman, Maung 

Weik, appeared in a video tele-
vised by a military broadcaster 
last year claiming he had given 
Suu Kyi $550,000 over several 
years.

Maung Weik -- who was 
convicted of drug trafficking 
in 2008 -- also said he had do-
nated money to senior figures 
in Suu Kyi’s National League 
for Democracy government for 
the good of his business.

Suu Kyi -- who denies all 
charges against her -- ap-
peared in good health and will 
appeal, the source added.

She is currently on trial for 
five other corruption charges. 
Each carries a maximum 15 
years in prison.


