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rom electricity and wa-
Fter bills to unemployment

and traffic jams, all civic
issues are finding a place in the
electoral slogans raised by the
candidates as they attempt to
woo the voters since the filing
of nominations.

Woman candidates have add-
ed “empowerment of women” as
well to the agenda.

Manal Ibrahim, who is con-
testing from the eighth constit-
uency of Southern Governorate
Municipal Council, said she in-
tends the democratic empower-
ment of Bahraini women by con-
testing in polls. “The Southern
Governorate Municipal Council
has maximum male members
and I want to make a difference
by contesting in polls.”

Among the 561 candidates
contesting in 40 parliamentary
and 30 municipal council seats,
107 are women, creating a mile-

Civic, social and economic issues become topics of electoral debate

Candidate Manal Ibrahim speaks to a member of the media at one of the

electoral supervisory centres

stone in the empowerment of
women within the democratic
process.

Candidate Ibrahim Al Nafii
has an electoral agenda that calls
for setting up more colleges ca-
tering to Bahraini students. He
wants these colleges to be affili-
ated to the University of Bahrain
and should offer courses related
to agriculture and petroleum
engineering.

Candidate Ahmed Al Salloum

is ambitious in legislating laws
that exclusively reserve many
jobs for Bahrainis. He also seeks
more projects under the pub-
lic housing schemes apart from
suggesting amendments to the
Commercial Registration laws.
Former Parliament member
Ali Yaqoub Al Mugla said he is
running for the polls to work on
behalf of the citizens supporting
their needs. He also wants to
contribute towards His Majes-

ty’s welfare projects
that are vital to the
progress of the King-
dom.

Meanwhile, many
poll hopefuls are
waiting to hear on
their appeals after 2 O
their nominations
were rejected by the electoral
committee over criminal accusa-
tions, address issues, absence of
name in the voters’ list as well as
lack of Arabic proficiency.

Among the prominent citizens
whose candidatures were reject-
ed was Hassan Rajab and Hamid
Samir, who filed the nomination
to represent the Second Elector-
al Constituency of the Capital
Governorate.

Former lawmaker Ali Sham-
out’s candidature was as well
rejected. Saeed Al Sammak, who
filed the nomination to represent
the Sixth Electoral Constituen-
cy in the Capital Governorate,
also had his candidature rejected
while Isa Rabie’s (Eighth Elec-
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toral Constituency)
nomination was sub-
jected to rejection by
the electoral author-
ities.

Speaking to mem-
P bers of the media
2 2 earlier, Issa Sami Al

Mannai, the Under-
secretary for Justice and Islamic
Affairs within the Ministry of
Justice, Islamic Affairs and En-
dowments, said potential can-
didates can file appeals through
the national portal bahrain.bh.

“The electronic appeals ser-
vice that can be found in the
electoral website will be availa-
ble round the clock during this
specific period and the ministry
has issued a set of guidelines for
the process.”

According to the law, any po-
tential candidate has the right
to appeal the decision by the
electoral supervisory committee
before higher judicial authori-
ties and a decision will be taken
by the higher judicial authority

a

Electoral slogans fill air
as hopefuls woo voters

- MANAL IBRAHIM, EIGHTH CONSTIT-
UENCY OF SOUTHERN GOVERNORATE
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

within seven days of filing the
appeal.

The committees must issue
their final decisions by October
15, which can be challenged in
court no later than October 18,
and the court rulings must be
issued by October 25.

The final list of candidates will
be announced on October 26.
The Kingdom will head to the
polls on November 12 with a
run-off fixed on November 19.
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Incumbent candidate’s
Instagram account hacked
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ackers have taken over
the Instagram account of

incumbent parliamentary poll
candidate Ahmed Al Salloum.

It is learnt that hacking was
carried out by a group of hack-
ers from outside the Kingdom.

The hackers were asking
money from many, which was
denied by the lawmaker’s social
media campaign team.

Mr Al Salloum has filed a
complaint with the Cybercrime
Department within the Interior
Ministry and a probe is on.

Efforts are being made to re-
store the account, it is learnt.

The MP’s campaign team in-
formed that a “systematic im-
age distortion campaign” was
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A screenshot of the Instagram page that
was hacked from outside the country
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The hackers were asking
money from many,
which was denied by the
lawmaker’s social media

campaign team.

being carried out by many from
outside the country using fake
Instagram and Facebook ac-
counts against the lawmaker.

“We have firm belief in the
cybercrime department and are
hopeful that the issue will be
resolved soon.”

Bahrain-UAE defence cooperation deal
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ational Security Advisor,

Royal Guard Commander,
His Highness Shaikh Nasser
bin Hamad Al Khalifa and UAE
Armed Forces Deputy Chief of
Staff General Issa Saif bin Ablan
Al Mazrouei attended a signing
ceremony of a memorandum
of understanding between the

Bahrain Defence Force and the
UAE Ministry of Defence.

The MoU is related to coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries in the field of training and
conducting joint exercises.

Also present were Royal
Guard Special Force Com-
mander Lieutenant-Colonel HH
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al

Khalifa and Brigadier General
Muslim Muhammad Saeed Al
Rashidi, Deputy Comma

The agreement aims to lay the
foundations and general princi-
ples for joint exercises related
to combating terrorism and to
enhance cooperation between
the two sides in the field of ex-
changing military expertise.

BDF progress

Bahrain Defense Force (BDF) Commander-in-Chief
_ Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa
received Captain His Highness Shaikh Mohammed
“ bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa. Field Marshal
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed commended the efforts
of HH Shaikh Mohammed in BDF’s progress.



