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Nero succeeds Claudius 
as Roman Emperor

Greenwich in London estab-
lished as the universal time 
meridian of longitude

Italy declares war on former 
Axis partner Germany

Copiapó mining accident in Chile 
comes to a happy end as all 33 min-
ers arrive at the surface after surviv-
ing a record 69 days underground
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Educating girls doesn’t 
just improve lives, it 

transforms societies. The 
UK is a leading supporter 
of girls’ education and 
I will always campaign 
to give every girl around 
the world 12 years of 
quality education. #Day-
OfTheGirl

@BorisJohnson

If #Afghanistan desta-
bilises further impact 

will be felt in whole re-
gion & beyond. Resur-
gence of terrorism, drugs 
& human trafficking is 
serious threat. Need to 
avoid humanitarian ca-
tastrophe. EU will step 
up engagement with @
UN and guarantee tar-
geted support for Afghan 
people.

@eucopresident

Participated in the G20 
Summit on Afghani-

stan. Stressed on prevent-
ing Afghan territory from 
becoming the source of 
radicalisation and ter-
rorism. Also called for 
urgent and unhindered 
humanitarian assistance 
to Afghan citizens and an 
inclusive administration.

@narendramodi

The economy of Af-
ghanistan is break-

ing down. Banks are clos-
ing and essential servic-
es, such as healthcare, 
have been suspended in 
many places. I urge the 
world to take action and 
inject liquidity into the 
Afghan economy to avoid 
collapse.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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“He saw a great juggernaut of stars form in the sky and 
threaten to roll over and crush him…”. 

These words, in Ray Bradbury’s classic ‘Fahren-
heit 451’ made me think of how Indian words are still embel-
lishing English.

‘Juggernaut’ and ‘wheels’ used together would mean an over-
whelming force of circumstances from which one simply cannot 
escape.

With its origins in Shree Jagannath Temple at Puri, in India’s 
east coast state of Odisha, and in its thousand-year-old annual 
Hindu chariot-festival, the term has achieved immense literary 
significance.

It is an allegorical reference to gigantic temple chariots, be-
lieved to have crushed devotees under large powerful wheels.  
Once the ratha-yathra (chariot-journey) starts, there is no 

stopping it; even if crowds 
of devotees thronged its 
path, and came in its way.

The exaggerated ac-
counts of deaths of dev-
otees under Jagannath’s 
wheels, and the apocry-
phal stories of pilgrims in 
devotional ecstasy throw-
ing themselves onto its 
path hoping to achieve 
moksha (salvation), gave 
rise to the term ‘jugger-
naut wheels’.

In the 1953 dystopian 
novel by Ray Bradbury, I 
could feel the protagonist 
Guy Montague’s emotions 
as he runs wild, as a fugi-
tive, chased by sophisticat-
ed government machinery, 
political and technologi-
cal, unable to escape the 
weighty wheels of inexo-
rable circumstances.

On investigation, I found out that Charles Dickens had used 
the term ‘juggernaut’, much earlier, in ‘The Life and Adventures 
of Martin Chuzzlewit’ published in 1844.

And so did Robert Louis Stevenson in ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’. 
And even H G Wells, and H W Longfellow.

‘Juggernaut’ is but one simple example, from thousands of 
Indian words and phrases which enrich English literature.

Last year, in 2020, the tenth edition Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary added 26 new Indian English words like ‘dabba’, ‘shaa-
di’, and ‘hartal’ which mean box, marriage, and a protest-march 
respectively.

In 2015, Shashi Tharoor the Indian politician had jokingly said 
in an Oxford Union debate that, during their rule of India, the 
British had looted many things including the word ‘loot’.

And he is right. Hindi words like ‘loot, jungle, bazaar, bungalow, 
tiffin, verandah, shampoo, chutney and gym’ are all commonplace 
in English now.

Etymology lovers might find it interesting to read ‘Hobson-Job-
son’, a dictionary compiled by Colonel Henry Yule and AC Burnell.

The dictionary’s subtitle is: “A glossary of colloquial Anglo-In-
dian words and phrases and of kindred terms etymological, 
historical, geographical and discursive”.

In their work, which consists of over 2000 Anglo-Indian en-
tries, the authors write about a copper coin.

In ancient India, the coin was called a ‘dumree’.  And it was 
common, long before British Raj time, for people in India to say: 
‘No, I won’t give a dumree!’ referring to something of insignif-
icant value.

The English in India apparently shortened ‘damree’ into ‘dam’, 
and it was soon spelt as an already existing word ‘damn’!

‘Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn’. When Rhett Butler says 
this to Scarlett O’Hara, in the movie ‘Gone with the wind’, he 
probably has no idea of the phrase’s Indian connection.

‘Old Blighty’ is Great Britain. A ‘wilaa-yati’ or ‘bilaa-yati’ in 
Hindi and Urdu means ‘a foreigner’. When Indian soldiers of 
the First World War referred to their British counterparts in this 
way, the Britons found it a ‘cushy’ term to use. Yes. ‘Cushy’ too, is 
derived from the Hindi word ‘kushi’ for happiness.

Pyjamas, dungarees, and bandanas in clothing; thugs, dacoits 
and loots in crime; curry, tandoori and chutney in food; avatar, 
karma and nirvana in religion; pundit, guru and mantra in edu-
cation…

There is no stopping the juggernaut wheels of Indian words 
from foraying into the English language. 

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of 
the Daily Tribune)

Bolsonaro accused 
of ‘crimes against 
humanity’ at ICC

Reuters | Brasilia

Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro was accused 

yesterday of “crimes against 
humanity” at the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) 
for his alleged role in the 
destruction of the Amazon, 
the first case seeking to ex-
plicitly link deforestation to 
loss of life.

Planet-warming green-
house gas emissions from 
burning and industrial-scale 
agriculture in the Amazon 
are higher than the total 
annual emissions of Italy 
or Spain. Deforestation in 
the region already releases 
more CO2 than the rest of 
the Amazon can absorb.

11 dead in Philippines storm
AFP | Manila

At least 11 people were killed 
and seven others were 

missing after heavy rain across 
the Philippines flooded villages 
and triggered landslides, au-
thorities said yesterday.

Severe Tropical Storm Kom-
pasu drenched swathes of the 
most populous island of Luzon 
on Monday as it swept across 
the archipelago nation towards 
the South China Sea.

Six people were killed and 
two missing in landslides in 
the landlocked mountainous 
province of Benguet, and one 
person drowned in the province 
of Cagayan, the national disas-
ter agency said.

Four people were killed as 
flash floods hit two towns on the western island of Palawan, 

where five other people are still 
missing, officials added.

The coast guard said its per-
sonnel involved in the rescue 
effort also recovered three 
other bodies in the northern 
province of Ilocos Sur, but the 
disaster agency could not im-
mediately confirm if the deaths 
were related to the storm.

“Eleven municipalities were 
flooded but it subsided this 
morning,” Cagayan provincial 
information officer Rogelio 
Sending told AFP.

Major highways and bridges 
were flooded, he said, but the 
water was retreating yesterday 
as the storm bore down on the 

Asian mainland.
“Around seven to eight ba-

rangays (villages) are still flood-
ed... due to clogged drainage 
or lack of drainage,” said Earl 
Timbancaya, a disaster officer 
in the city of Puerto Princesa 
on Palawan.

“But it’s subsiding now.”
The Philippines is hit by an 

average of 20 storms and ty-
phoons every year, which typi-
cally wipe out harvests, homes 
and infrastructure in already 
impoverished areas.

Because a warmer atmos-
phere holds more water, cli-
mate change increases the risk 
and intensity of flooding from 
extreme rainfall.

North Korea’s Kim says US 
is ‘root cause’ of tensions
Kim Jong Un says US, South Korea threaten peace with arms buildup

• North Korean leader 
says Pyongyang is only 
increasing its military 
as ‘war deterrence’ and 
not to start a conflict

Reuters | Washington

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong has blamed the Unit-
ed States for tensions on 

the peninsula and accused the 
South of hypocrisy, state media 
reported yesterday, as he opened 
an exhibition showcasing his nu-
clear-armed country’s weapons.

The US is the “root cause” of 
instability, he said in an address to 
the “Self-Defence 2021” display, 
according to the official Korean 
Central News Agency.

Pyongyang is under multiple 
international sanctions over its 
banned nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile programmes, which 
have made rapid progress under 
Kim.

In 2017, it tested missiles that 
can reach the whole of the conti-
nental United States and carried 
out its most powerful nuclear ex-
plosion to date, and Pyongyang 
says it needs its arsenal to protect 
itself against a US invasion.

Analysts say North Korea is 
seeking to normalise its status as 
a nuclear power.

The Biden administration has 
repeatedly stated that it has no 
hostile intent towards Pyongyang, 
but Kim said: “I am very curious if 
there are people or countries who 
believe that.”

“There is no basis in their ac-

tions for believing that it is not 
hostile,” he added, according to 
KCNA, but insisted that the North’s 
weapons were for self-defence 
and not aimed at any particular 
country.

Pictures carried by state media 
showed Kim at the exhibition in 
front of the gigantic intercon-
tinental ballistic missile (ICBM) 
revealed at a night-time military 
parade last year.

He was also shown sitting 
smoking with senior officials and 
officers, and huge photo portraits 
of the leader in military uniform 
hung in the exhibition hall.

His address came after North 
Korea in recent weeks tested a 
long-range cruise missile, a train-
launched weapon, and what it 
said was a hypersonic warhead.

In 2018, Kim became the first 
North Korean leader ever to meet 
a sitting US president at the head-
line-grabbing Singapore summit.

But the talks process has been 
largely at a standstill since a sec-
ond meeting in Hanoi the follow-
ing year collapsed over sanctions 
relief and what Pyongyang would 
be willing to give up in return.

The Biden administration has 
said it is willing to meet North Ko-
rean officials at any time or place, 
without preconditions, in its ef-
forts to seek denuclearisation.

Kim’s comments and the show 
itself were intended to justify 
Pyongyang’s nuclear and missile 
programmes as “part of its right to 
self-defence”, said Park Won-gon, 
professor of North Korean Studies 
at Ewha Womans University.

“North Korea held the exhi-
bition on purpose to claim that 
their weapons development pro-
grammes are no different from 
those of other countries,” he said.

Party time 
Washington and Seoul are se-

curity allies and the United States 
stations around 28,500 troops in 
South Korea to defend it against 
its neighbour, which invaded in 
1950.

The South and the United 
States held joint military exercis-
es in August. The wargames al-
ways infuriate Pyongyang, which 
decries them as preparations for 
invasion.

Seoul is itself on a multi-bil-
lion-dollar drive to step up its 
military capabilities, success-
fully testing its first subma-
rine-launched ballistic missile in 
September -- putting South Korea 
among an elite group of nations 
with proven SLBM technology -- 
and revealing a supersonic cruise 
missile.

Last week, Pyongyang and Seoul 
reconnected their cross-border 
hotline in a sign of thawing ties, 
with only a few months left in 
office for South Korea’s pro-en-
gagement President Moon Jae-in.

But Kim accused Seoul of “reck-
less ambition” and a “two-faced, 
illogical” attitude.
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 313,259 17,726 264,345 31,188

Saudi 
Arabia

547,704 +55 8,751 +3 536,724 2,229

UAE 738,026 +136 2,115 +1 731,469 4,442

Kuwait 412,121 2,455 409,046 620

Oman 303,999 +21 4,103 +1 299,334 562

Qatar 237,579 +96 607 236,006 966

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 45,327,525 734,801

2 India 34,000,392 451,219

3 Brazil 21,582,738 601,266

4 UK 8,231,437 137,944

5 Russia 7,832,964 218,345

6 Turkey 7,508,975 66,605

7 France 7,063,511 117,150

8 Iran 5,729,785 123,081

9 Argentina 5,266,275 115,491

10 Spain 4,977,448 86,827

11 Colombia 4,973,325 126,655

12 Italy 4,704,318 131,384

13 Germany 4,338,093 95,138

14 Indonesia 4,229,813 142,763
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News in brief 
 u At least 28 people 
died yesterday in western 
Nepal after the bus they 

were on skidded off a mountain road 
and fell hundreds of meters (yards) into 
a gorge, authorities said. The accident in 
the remote and rugged Mugu district also 
left at least 15 injured, local administrator 
Rom Bahadur Mahat said. It is not clear what 
caused the crash or how many passengers 
were on board. Officials feared that the 

death toll could rise as rescue operations were still underway.

 u A probe into the 
catastrophic Beirut port 
explosion was frozen 
yesterday for the second time in less 
than three weeks after two politicians 
wanted for questioning filed a new 
complaint against the lead investigator 
Judge Tarek Bitar. The investigation has 
been facing obstacles since Bitar sought to 
question some of the most powerful people 
in Lebanon on suspicion that they knew 
about the chemicals but did nothing to avert the disaster. Bitar is under enormous 
pressure from groups that have accused his probe of political bias and mounting a 
smear campaign against him.

 u A powerful 
earthquake rattled 
Crete yesterday, causing 

minor damage on the Greek island in 
the Mediterranean, and the tremor was 
felt as far away as Cyprus. There were no 
immediate reports of casualties after the 
magnitude 6.3 tremor, which the Athens 
Geodynamic Institute said was centred at sea 
about 23 km (14 miles) east of the village of 
Zakros in eastern Crete.

 u Greenpeace 
activists protested 
outside the 
headquarters of one of France’s state-owned nuclear 
companies, calling for the country to stop all exporting 
and plans to export its reprocessed uranium to Russia. 
Environmental activists sat in hazmat suits beside dummy 
radioactive waste containers in front of Orano’s offices just 
south of Paris, in a photo Greenpeace shared on Twitter.

 u Opposition 
parties attacked 
Austria’s new 

Chancellor Alexander Schallenberg yesterday over his ties to his 
predecessor Sebastian Kurz, who quit over corruption allegations, while 
activists outside parliament mocked him as Kurz’s puppet. Kurz, 35, quit 
as chancellor under pressure from his junior coalition party, the Greens, after 
prosecutors placed him and nine others including close aides under investigation 
on suspicion of various degrees of bribery, corruption and breach of trust.

Bus crash in rugged Nepal 
district leaves 28 dead

Strong quake rattles Crete, 
minor damage but no casualties

New Austrian leader under fire in 
parliament, mocked as Kurz’s puppet

Beirut blast probe suspended 
as judge issues arrest warrant

Greenpeace protests against 
France’s uranium exports to Russia

15 dead after heavy rain, floods in China coal region

• Heavy rains in 
province known for 
coal mining come 
amid mounting 
concern over energy 
supplies as the country 
heads into winter

Reuters | London

At least 15 people have died 
during unseasonably heavy 

rain and flooding in north Chi-
na’s Shanxi province earlier this 
month, local officials said yes-
terday, after the normally dry 
region received three months’ 
rain in one week.

The flooding hit the coal-rich 
landlocked region during a na-
tionwide energy crunch, and 
after record floods killed more 
than 300 people in central He-
nan province in July.

At least 60 coal mines in the 
province -- one of China’s top 
coal-producing regions -- had 
temporarily closed due to the 
floods, but now all but four have 
returned to normal operation, 
local emergency management 
official Wang Qirui said at a 
press conference.

Wang said around 19,000 
buildings were destroyed by the 
extreme weather, with 18,000 
others “seriously damaged”.

“Fifteen people died due to 
the disaster, and three people 
remain missing,” he added.

At least 1.75 million residents 
across the province have been 
affected by the floods, with 
120,000 safely evacuated, ac-
cording to Wang.

Photos published yester-
day by local state newspaper 
Shanxi Evening News showed 
traffic police carrying school-

children on their backs while 
wading through waist-deep wa-
ter after multiple vehicles got  
trapped.

S h a n x i  r e c e i v e d  m o r e 
than three times the average 
monthly rainfall for October 
in just five days last week, 
with the provincial govern-
ment saying precipitation had 
broken records in multiple  
localities.

Several regions across China 
have been hit by unprecedented 
flooding this year.

Thousands were evacuated 
in the Hubei and Sichuan prov-
inces this summer because of 
torrential rain.

And more than 300 people 
were killed in central China’s 
Henan province last month af-
ter record downpours -- a year’s 
worth of rain in three days.

Experts say freak weather 
events such as heavy floods and 
punishing droughts are becom-
ing increasingly common be-
cause of climate change.

An overflowing Yellow River near the Lianbo Village in Hejin City, northern 
China’s Shanxi Province

Jair BolsonaroRescuers evacuate residents from their homes near a swollen river following 
heavy rains brought about by Tropical Storm Kompasu in Gonzaga town, 
Cagayan province, north of Manila

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, centre, speaks in front of what the North says an 
intercontinental ballistic missile displayed at an exhibition of weapons systems in 
Pyongyang, North Korea

The US has frequently 
signalled it’s not hostile 
to our state, but there is 
no action-based evidence 

to make us believe that 
they are not hostile. 

The US is continuing to 
create tensions in the 
region with its wrong 

judgments and actions
KIM JONG UN

In 2015, Shashi 
Tharoor the Indian 

politician had 
jokingly said in 

an Oxford Union 
debate that, during 
their rule of India, 

the British had 
looted many things 
including the word 

‘loot’.

At least 1.75 million 
residents across the 
province have been 

affected by the floods, 
with 120,000 safely 

evacuated

KNOW WHAT
119.5mm 
was the average rain in 
the province between 

October 2 and 7, according 
to the provincial 

meteorological bureau

The Philippines, an 
archipelago of more 
than 7,600 islands is 

hit by about 20 storms 
or typhoons annually, 
bringing heavy rains 
that trigger deadly 

landslides

KNOW WHAT

Cleric Sadr wins Iraq vote, former PM Maliki close behind
Reuters | London

Shi’ite Muslim cleric Moqtada 
al-Sadr’s party was the biggest 

winner in an Iraqi election on 
Monday, increasing the number 
of seats he holds in parliament, 
according to initial results, offi-
cials and a spokesperson for the 
Sadrist Movement.

Former prime minister Nouri 
al-Maliki looked set to have the 
next largest win among Shi’ite 
parties, initial results showed.

Iraq’s Shi’ite groups have dom-
inated governments and govern-
ment formation since the U.S.-led 
invasion of 2003 that toppled Sun-
ni dictator Saddam Hussein and 
catapulted the Shi’ite majority 

and the Kurds to power.
Sunday’s election was held 

several months early, in re-
sponse to mass protests in 2019 
that toppled a government 
and showed widespread anger 
against political leaders whom 
many Iraqis say have enriched 
themselves at the expense of the  
country.

But a record low turnout sug-
gested that a vote billed as an 
chance to wrest control from the 
ruling elite would do little to dis-
lodge sectarian religious parties 
in power since 2003.

A count based on initial results 
from several provinces plus the 

capital Baghdad, verified by local 
government officials, suggested 
Sadr had won more than 70 seats, 
which if confirmed could give him 
considerable influence in forming 
a government.

However, Sadr’s group is just 
one of several that will have to 
enter negotiations to form a coa-
lition capable of dominating par-
liament and forming an adminis-
tration, a period of jockeying for 
position that may take weeks or 
longer.

Sadr broadcast a live speech 
on state TV claiming victory and 
promising a nationalist govern-
ment free of foreign interference.

Posters are seen of Iraqi Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, his father, the late Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammed Sadiq al-Sadr, and Iraq’s late Shi’ite cleric Mohammed Baqir 
al-Sadr, in the Sadr City district of Baghdad

Sadr has increased his 
power over the Iraqi 

state since coming first 
in the 2018 election 

where his coalition won 
54 seats
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