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ritish popstar

Ed Sheeran,

who recently

revealed an up-

. coming United

| States tour, will
k release his latest

b
A album “Play” on
Iy Friday.
“Play” is the

34-year-old

singer-song-

[ \ writer’s eighth

[~ . » studio album

\ : and follows
\ . more thanadec-

£ ? ade of stunning
global success

and smash hits like

| Ed Sheeran

“Shape of You” and “Perfect”.

He released his last album, “Au-
tumn Variations”, in 2023.

Known for blending pop, folk
and other musical genres with his
own distinct acoustic style, Sheer-
an is the sixth most-streamed art-
ist on Spotify and his 2017 song
“Shape of You” is among the most
listened-to tracks in the world.

Sheeran said he made his latest
album “as a direct response to
the darkest period of my life” and
that he wanted to “create joy and
technicolour”.

It was recorded “all over the
world” before wrapping up in the
coastal state of Goa in India.

Speaking on The Tonight Show
starring Jimmy Fallon earlier this
year, the singer revealed that his

'Ed Sheeran to release
- eighth studio album

next four albums would be called
“Pause”, “Rewind”, “Fast-For-
ward” and “Stop”.

They follow his mathematical-
ly themed albums “Plus”, “Mul-
tiply”, “Divide”, “Subtract” and
“Equals”.

Sheeran, who grew up in east-
ern England, said earlier this
week that he is set to move to the
United States with his family due
to an upcoming tour there, with-
out specifying the dates.

After a flurry of head-
lines that he was per-
manently leaving the
UK, he then clarifed
in an Instagram post
that it was a tem-
porary reloca-
tion.

Benedict Cumberbatch: Never
stop working at a marriage

Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

enedict Cumberbatch be-
lieves a successful mar-
riage requires constant work.

The 49-year-old actor stars
alongside Olivia Colman in
The Roses, a new comedy
movie about a married cou-
ple experiencing relationship
struggles, and Benedict has
shared what he believes to be
the key to a happy marriage.

The actor - who has been
married to Sophie Hunter
since 2015 - told the BBC:
“Don’t be complacent and
keep the conversation be-
tween you going rather than
thinking one of you is always
right.

“It’s also important to be
tolerant, understanding and
never stop working at it.”

Benedict also re-
vealed that he rel-
ished the experience
of working with Olivia

project was based selfishly on
us wanting to work together”.
Meanwhile, Benedict re-
cently revealed that he refuses
to be away from his family for
more than two weeks at a time.
The actor explained that he
has a “two-week rule” with
his family, because he wants
to retain a close bond with his
loved ones.
Asked what irritates his
family, Benedict said
on the Happy
Sad Confused
podcast: “Be-
ing away
from home
p***** them
off”
Benedict -
who has

We can all relate to the Addams family, says Catherine Zeta-Jones

Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

C atherine Zeta-Jones believes “we can
all relate” to the Addams family’s “dy-
namic”.

The 55-year-old actress plays Morticia
Addams in Wednesday, the hit Netflix
show, and Catherine believes the Addams
family are “absolutely grounded in truth”.

She told TODAY.com: “That’s one of the
wonderful things about the family dy-

namic within the show
Wednesday is that we
can all relate to that.
Because I think that,

be exactly how

as per Tim (Burton) notes, we keep these
characters real. We’re not caricatures.
We’re real people.”

Morticia is often perceived to be a con-
stant critic of her daughter, Wednesday.
However, Catherine believes the moth-
er-daughter relationship is more nuanced
than some viewers acknowledge.

The actress - who is married to Holly-
wood icon Michael Douglas - said: “There’s
a part of Morticia that wants Wednesday to

this young woman. She has all the outcast
attributes and the abilities that are part of
Morticia’s world, but there’s a defiance that

she is. There’s a strength to

Morticia never had that
Wednesday has.”

Earlier this month,
Catherine heaped praise
on Jenna Ortega, describ-
ing her co-star as “amaz-
ing”.

The actress praised
Jenna’s professional ap-
proach to their sword
fight scene on the show.

She told People: “We
did rehearse it. It’s
like choreography and
stunts.

Catherine Zeta-Jones

on the movie, observ-
ing that they have
complementary act-
ing styles.

The actor ex-
plained that they “get
on incredibly well”
and that Olivia knows
hope to cope with his
“faffing”.

Speaking about their
professional partner-
ship, he said: “I fret, she
doesn’t faff, she’s really
patient with my fretting
and I love her non-faff-

incredibly well.”
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it Harington and

Keira Knightley
have been cast in the new
Harry Potter audiobook
series.

The Game of Thrones
actor and Black Doves
actress are among the 10
new stars lending their
voices to the Harry Pot-
ter: The Full-Cast Audio

Editions.
Kit will voice Professor
Lockhart with Keira tak-
ing on the role of Professor
Umbridge in the upcoming
Pottermore Publishing
and Audible project.
Game of Thrones’ Iwan
Rheon and Gemma Whelan

Keira Knightley

will voice Professor Lupin and
Professor Sprout respective-
ly, with Ruth Wilson joining
as Bellatrix Lestrange, Ambi-
ka Mod playing Nymphadora
Tonks, and Leo Woodall as Bill
Weasley.

James McAvoy has also joined
as Mad-Eye Moody, while Matt
Berry will voice Sir Cadogan.

For the new audiobooks, Ar-
thur Weasley will be played by
Simon Pegg, whose Hot Fuzz
co-star Nick Frost is portraying
Rubeus Hagrid in HBO’s sepa-
rate TV revival of the wizarding
franchise.

Casting for a number of key
roles already been confirmed for
the audiobooks.

For the first three books - The
Philosopher’s Stone, Chamber of

Secrets and Prisoner of Azkaban
- Frankie Treadaway, Max Lester
and Arabella Stanton will voice
Harry Potter, Ron Weasley and
Hermione Granger respectively.

Arabella has also been cast as
Hermione in HBO’s reboot, along-
side Dominic McLaughlin (Har-
ry) and Alastair Stout (Ron).

For the final four audiobooks -
Goblet of Fire, Order of the Phoe-
nix, Half-Blood Prince and the
Deathly Hallows - Frankie, Max
and Lester will be replaced by
Jaxon Knopf, Rhys Mulligan and
Nina Barker-Francis.

Elsewhere in the Full-Cast
Audio Editions, Cush Jumbo
will narrate, with Hugh Laurie
(Albus Dumbledore), Matthew
Macfadyen (Lord Voldemort),
Riz Ahmed (Professor Snape),

ing. We really do get on

Benedict added
that the “whole

Kit Harington and Keira Knightley join Harry Potter audiobook cast

Michelle Gomez (Professor
McGonagall) and Mark
Addy (Hagrid).

The cast so far is
rounded off by Alex
Hassell as Lucius Mal-
foy, Daniel Mays as
Dobby, and Sara and
Anvi Deshmukh as the
Patil twins.

The audiobooks
are separate from
HBO’s series, and
Game of Thrones
star Sophie Turner
recently offered
a word of warn-
ing for Dominic,
Alastair and Ara-
bella about life as
a child star.

She told

Kit Harington

Across

Down

of the numbers from one to nine.
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5 2 3 away that each row across, each column
down and each 9-box square contains all

1- Lute of India; 6- “Clueless” catchphrase; 10- Isn't wrong?; 14- Corpulent; 15- Rajah’s

wife; 16- __ gin fizz; 17- Distributed cards; 18- Give __for one’s money; 19- Shred; 20- Lost;
21- Warbler's watering hole; 23- Cackleberry; 25- Conductor __-Pekka Salonen; 26- Breakfast
chain, for short; 29- Scottish refusals; 32-__ Dame; 37- Floors; 38- Astronaut’s insignia;

39- Spoiled; 40- In spite of; 43- Vast seas; 44- Large marine food fish; 45- Dug in; 46- Entire;
47- Got it; 48- Too bad!; 49- It paves the way; 51- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 53- Period of high
birthrate; 58- Perjurers; 62- Melody; 63- To Live and Die _; 64- Magazine copy; 65- Lon-
don’s __Park; 66- Forest forager; 67- Acts; 68- The Beatles’ “Back in the _"; 69- Nervous;
70- First name in cosmetics;

1- Fizzy drink; 2- Yeah, sure!; 3- Afternoon affairs; 4- Not up; 5- Price twice; 6- Kaffiyeh
wearer; 7- Dress often worn by Hindu women; 8- Hardens; 9- Discovers; 10- Dog star;

11- Belinda Carlisle’s “Should __ You In?”; 12- Ark-eologist?; 13- Thrice, in prescriptions;

22- Tropical fruit; 24- Flying pests; 26- Tell me about it!; 27- Moonshine; 28- Bony prefix;
30- Volcanic fallout; 31- Some bridge players; 33- Old California fort; 34- Experiment; 35-
__-(ar; 36- Peripheries; 38- Degrees in a right angle; 39- Horse locks; 41- _Mart; 42- Mon.
follower; 47- Pressed; 48- Gets up; 50- Put up with; 52- Slip; 53- Purchases; 54- No ifs, _...;
55- Ale, e.g; 56- Couturier Cassini; 57- Mother of Jesus; 59- I'd hate to break up _; 60- Kind
of awakening; 61- Zaire’s Mobutu __ Seko; 62- Calendar abbr.;
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