
Rubio to offer Israel support 
despite Qatar strike
AFP | Raipur

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio will leave Saturday 

on a trip to Israel to offer sup-
port before French-led moves to 
recognize a Palestinian state, the 
State Department said.

Rubio is going ahead with the 
visit despite President Donald 
Trump gently reprimanding Is-
rael for a surprise attack on Ha-
mas in Qatar, a key US partner.

Rubio will speak to Israeli 
leaders about “our commitment 
to fight anti-Israel actions in-
cluding unilateral recognition of 
a Palestinian state that rewards 
Hamas terrorism,” State Depart-
ment spokesman Tommy Pigott 
said in a statement.

Rubio will emphasize “the US 
commitment to Israeli security,” 
Pigott said.

“He will also emphasize our 
shared goals: ensuring Hamas 
never rules over Gaza again and 
bringing all the hostages home,” 
he said, adding that Rubio will 
meet families of hostages.

He said that Rubio would 
discuss Israel’s “operation-
al goals and objectives” in its 
new offensive which includes a 
goal of seizing the already rub-
ble-strewn territory’s main ur-
ban hub of Gaza City.

Nepal ex-chief justice Karki 
becomes PM after protests
Former chief justice becomes transitional leader after deadly anti-corruption protests

• Karki sworn in as PM

• First woman 
to lead Nepal

• Youth movement 
demanded Karki’s 
appointment

AFP | Kathmandu

Nepal’s former chief jus-
tice Sushila Karki was 
sworn yesterday to lead 

the transition as the country’s 
next prime minister after deadly 
anti-corruption protests ousted 
the government.

The 73-year-old Karki, Nepal’s 
first woman chief justice, was 
sworn into office by President 
Ram Chandra Paudel, after the 
previous prime minister quit 
Tuesday as parliament was set 
ablaze.

“Congratulations! We wish 
you success, wish the country 
success,” Paudel said to Karki 
after the small ceremony in the 
presidential palace, attended 
by diplomats and some former  
leaders.

The Himalayan nation of 30 
million people was plunged into 
chaos this week after security 
forces tried to crush rallies by 
young anti-corruption protest-
ers. 

At least 51 people were killed 
in the worst violence since 
the end of a civil war and the 
abolition of the monarchy in  
2008.

The military took back control 
of the streets on Wednesday, en-
forcing a curfew.

The appointment of the judge, 
known for her independence, 
comes after two days of intense 
negotiations by army chief Gen-
eral Ashok Raj Sigdel and Paudel, 
including with representatives 
from “Gen Z”, the loose umbrella 
title of the youth protest move-
ment. 

Thousands of young activists 
had used the online app Discord 
to debate the next steps -- and 
name Karki as their choice of 
next leader.

Karki, dressed in a red sari 
dress, took the oath but did 
not make a further speech. She 
smiled and bowed with her 
hands pressed together repeat-
edly in traditional greetings.

“It is a moment of victory... 
finally the power vacuum has 
ended,” said Amrita Ban, a Gen 

Z protester.
“We did it”, key youth protest 

group Hami Nepal posted on 
Instagram, calling for unity.

“Honour the lives of those who 
sacrificed themselves for this 
moment”.

Presidential press advisor 
Kiran Pokharel said that “a coun-
cil of ministers will be formed 
after, and other processes will be 
taken from there”.

Protests fed into longstanding 
economic woes in Nepal, where 
a fifth of people aged 15-24 are 
unemployed, according to the 
World Bank, with GDP per capita 
standing at just $1,447.

At least 21 protesters were 
among those killed, mainly on 
Monday during the police crack-
down on demonstrations against 
corruption and poor governance 
that was sparked by a ban on 
social media.

Japan centenarians reach 
record high at nearly 100,000

AFP | Tokyo

The number of people aged 
100 or older in Japan has 

hit a record high of nearly 
100,000, with almost 90 per-
cent of them women, ministry 
data showed yesterday.

The figures underscore the 
demographic crisis gripping 
the world’s fourth-biggest 
economy as its population ages 
and shrinks.

As of September 1, Japan had 
99,763 centenarians, up 4,644 
year-on-year, with 88 percent 
of them women, the health 
ministry said in a statement.

Japan’s oldest person is 
114-year-old Shigeko Kagawa 
in the Nara region near Kyoto.

She remained active past 80 
years old as an obstetrician-gy-
necologist and a general doc-
tor, according to the ministry.

“Walking extensively during 
house calls built strong legs, 
which are the source of my 
current vitality,” Kagawa was 
cited as saying in the state-
ment.

She still has good eyesight so 
she spends the day watching 

TV, reading newspapers and 
doing calligraphy.

The world’s oldest person 
is British woman Ethel Ca-
terham, who turned 116 in 
August, months after the title 
passed to her following the 
death of Brazilian nun Inah 
Canabarro Lucas.

Japan is facing a steadily 
worsening population crisis, 
as its expanding elderly pop-
ulation leads to soaring med-
ical and welfare costs, with a 
shrinking labour force to pay 
for it.

Official data last month 
showed that the population 
of Japanese nationals fell by 
a record amount -- more than 
900,000 people -- in 2024.

Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba has called the situation 
a “quiet emergency”, pledging 
family-friendly measures such 
as more flexible working hours 
and free day care to try and 
reverse the trend.

However, the government’s 
efforts to slow the decline 
and ageing of its population 
have yet to yield meaningful  
results.
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Today, we announced 
the first tranche of 

major projects that Can-
ada’s new government 
will prioritize for faster 
review. We’re acting de-
cisively to build a strong-
er, more competitive, and 
prosperous economy for 
Canadian workers.

@MarkJCarney

My first duty as Prime 
Minister is to keep 

our country safe. Our deal 
with Google Cloud will 
use tech to strengthen se-
cure communication links 
between the UK and the 
US. Protecting us against 
threats, supporting jobs 
and bringing investment 
to Britain.

@Keir_Starmer

Formally sworn in by 
the SG today as Un-

der-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordi-
nator. Proud to be part of 
this mission and this team. 
The work of our charter 
goes on.

@UNReliefChief

We have been able to 
get more supplies 

into the Gaza Strip, but 
nutrition services must 
be protected in Gaza City 
and across Gaza. No child 
should suffer from mal-
nutrition, which we can 
prevent and treat when 
we have the access and 
can deliver safely.

@unicefchief
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News in brief 
 u China said 
yesterday that its third 
and newest aircraft 

carrier, the Fujian, recently sailed through 
the sensitive Taiwan Strait to carry out 
“scientific research trials and training 
missions” in the South China Sea. Beijing has 
ploughed billions of dollars into modernising 
its military in recent years, a trend that has 
unnerved some governments in East Asia despite 

China insisting its aims are peaceful. China has two carriers in operation -- the 
Liaoning and Shandong -- with the Fujian currently undergoing sea trials. China’s 
navy said yesterday that undertaking cross-regional trials “is a normal part of the 
aircraft carrier’s construction process”.

 u Russia and its 
key ally Belarus began 
major joint military 
drills early yesterday, putting NATO on 
edge days after Poland accused Moscow 
of escalating tensions by firing attack 
drones through its airspace. The “Zapad” 
exercises come as Russian forces grind 
across the sprawling front line in Ukraine 
and escalate aerial attacks on Ukrainian 
cities. The Russian defence ministry posted 
a video showing heavy military equipment -- 
including armoured vehicles, helicopters and navy ships -- taking part in the drills.

 u The death toll from 
the flooding that struck two 
Indonesian islands, including 

tourist hotspot Bali, rose to 23 yesterday, 
officials said, with five other people 
still missing. Torrential rain late Tuesday 
triggered floods and landslides across Bali, 
the National Disaster Mitigation Agency 
(BNPB) said, adding four more people 
have been found dead and two others are 
unaccounted for. The additional deaths come 

on top of 14 already reported on Bali and five on the island of Flores.

China says newest aircraft 
carrier sailed through Taiwan Strait

Death toll from Indonesia 
flooding rises to 23

Russia, Belarus start military 
drills as West watches warily

Rubio’s visit includes 
discussions about a 
new visitor tunnel in 
Jerusalem’s Old City 
- a move critics say 

implies US recognition 
of Israeli sovereignty 
over contested holy 

sites

KNOW WHAT

509 BC 335 1224 1501
Temple of Jupiter Optimus 
Maximus on Rome’s Capitoline 
Hill is dedicated on the Ides of 
September

Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is consecrated in 
Jerusalem

Francis of Assisi is afflicted with 
stigmata after a vision while 
praying on Mount La Verna

Michelangelo begins work 
on his statue of David, a 
masterpiece of Renaissance 

sculpture

Karki, Nepal’s first 
woman chief justice, 
was chosen by Gen Z 
activists on Discord, 

who rallied online 
to name her their 
preferred leader 

during the nation’s 
worst unrest since the 
monarchy’s abolition

KNOW WHAT
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Suspect arrested in Kirk killing
Authorities capture Tyler Robinson after family member helps end 33-hour manhunt

• Charlie Kirk shot 
dead Wednesday

• Rifle recovered 
near crime scene

• Trump vows to 
attend funeral

AFP | Washington

US authorities said yester-
day they had captured the 
man accused of killing 

prominent right-wing activist 
Charlie Kirk after a family mem-
ber helped to turn him in after a 
frantic manhunt.

“We got him,” Utah Governor 
Spencer Cox told a press con-
ference.

Cox identified the suspect 
as Tyler Robinson and said the 
arrest was made after one of 
Robinson’s relatives contacted 
a friend, who then contacted the  
police.

The arrest raised a bitterly di-
vided country’s hopes of finding 
answers to the shocking political 
murder on Wednesday.

The 31-year-old was killed af-
ter being hit by a single bullet in 
his neck while addressing a large 
crowd at Utah Valley University.

Kirk was an electrifying pres-
ence on the US far-right, with a 
talent for debate and a huge fol-
lowing that helped Trump build 
the youth vote in his election 
victory last November.

From the moment of the shoot-
ing, Trump has treated the event 
as a matter of top national im-
portance.

Trump first announced that 
Kirk had died from his wound, 
and yesterday it was Trump 
again who took to Fox News -- 
ahead of the press conference 
by law enforcement -- to say that 
the main suspect was in custody.

The Republican president has 
ordered flags at half-mast and 
said he will attend Kirk’s funeral.

 Breakthrough in manhunt 
Authorities quickly found 

the alleged murder weapon, a 
high-powered hunting rifle, and 
released photos of a young man 
dressed in a baseball cap and 
casual clothing.

However, after detaining, then 

releasing, two people who turned 
out to be unconnected to the 
case, the police and FBI appeared 
to struggle.

Late Thursday, officials in 
Orem released more details about 
the suspect’s clothing and initial 
movements after the shooting, 
pleading with the public to help 
identify him.

FBI Director Kash Patel said 
the arrest was finally made at 
10:00 pm Thursday -- 33 hours 
after the shooting.

Cox credited assistance from 
the alleged killer’s own family.

“On the evening of September 
11th, a family member of Tyler 
Robinson reached out to a family 

friend, who contacted the Wash-
ington County sheriff ’s office 
with information that Robinson 
had confessed to them or implied 
that he had committed the inci-
dent,” he said.

Students at the university on 
Thursday described their shock 
and their broader fears as polit-
ical divisions deepen across the 
country.

Dave Sanchez said witnessing 
the killing made him “sick to my 
stomach.”

“We watch him all the time and 
so it really does feel like one of 
your own family members, your 
own brother’s been killed,” said 
Sanchez, 26.

In Orem Park, several hun-
dred people wearing red MAGA 
caps and holding American flags 
attended a vigil on Thursday 
evening, where they prayed and 
held a moment of silence.

“It still feels insane that this 
happened,” Jonathan Silva, 35, 
said. “It’s totally surreal.”

 Seeking death penalty 
Cox said his state would pur-

sue the death penalty against the 
suspect.

Trump said he would back 
such a move. “I hope he gets the 
death penalty,” he told Fox News.

Reflecting the highly political 
nature of the killing, Kirk’s coffin 
was transported to his home city 
of Phoenix on Vice President JD 
Vance’s official plane.

Footage showed Vance with 
his hands on the casket as it was 
carried to Air Force 2.

Robinson’s capture 
was made possible 
by a relative who 

reached out after his 
confession, making 

this high-profile case 
a rare instance where 

family intervention 
directly ended a 

national manhunt

KNOW WHAT

Marco Rubio

Army personnel stand guard outside Nepal’s President House during a curfew imposed to restore law and order in 
Kathmandu

(L-R) Utah Department of Public Safety Beau Mason, Utah Governor Spencer Cox and FBI Director Kash Patel watch a footage 
showing a person of interest during a press conference at Utah Valley University

Brazil’s Bolsonaro given 27-year term for coup plotting
AFP | Brasilia

Brazil’s Supreme Court on 
Thursday sentenced fire-

brand ex-president Jair Bolson-
aro to 27 years in prison for coup 
plotting at the end of a landmark 
trial that divided the nation and 
drew US fury.

The sentence could see the 
70-year-old far-right leader 
spend the rest of his days in jail.

Judges voted 4-1 to convict 
Bolsonaro of plotting to over-
throw Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
following his October 2022 elec-
tion defeat by the left-winger.

Prosecutors said the plan failed 
only due to a lack of support from 
military top brass.

Bolsonaro’s defense team 
called the sentence “incredibly 
excessive” and announced he 
would appeal, “including at the 
international level.”

Washington was quick to re-
spond to the conviction of the 
man dubbed “the Trump of the 
tropics” on his election in 2019.

Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio said the United States “will 
respond accordingly” to what 
he called a politically motivated 

“witch hunt.”
Brazil’s foreign ministry hit 

back, saying it would not be in-
timidated by Rubio’s “threats.”

 A ‘good man’ 
Trump, who levied steep tariffs 

on Brazil as punishment over 

Bolsonaro’s prosecution, labeled 
the verdict “very surprising.”

He praised Bolsonaro as a 
“good president” and “good man” 
and said his legal woes were 
“very much like they tried to do 
with me.”

While the Supreme Court had 

already garnered the simple ma-
jority of three votes needed for 
his conviction at the fourth vote, 
it only became final after the last 
of the five judges issued his de-
cision.

“An armed criminal organi-
zation was formed by the de-
fendants, who must be convict-
ed based on the factual circum-
stances I consider proven,” said 
the fifth judge, Cristiano Zanin, 
Lula’s former lawyer.

Bolsonaro’s seven co-accused, 
including former ministers and 
military chiefs, were also con-
victed.

The former army captain, who 
served a single term from 2019 to 
2022, claims he is the victim of 
political persecution.

Speaking outside his father’s 
home in Brasilia, Bolsonaro’s 
lawmaker son Flavio Bolsonaro 
said the politician was “holding 
his head high in the face of this 
persecution, because history will 
show that we are on the right 
side.”

He added that his father’s allies 
would act with “all their might” 
to secure Congress’s support for 
an amnesty bill.

Former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro gestures at the garage of his residence 
in Brasilia

Kremlin says Ukraine peace talks 
frozen as Trump warns Putin
AFP | Moscow

Moscow said yesterday that 
peace talks with Ukraine 

were on “pause” as US President 
Donald Trump again warned he 
was fast running out of patience 
with his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin.

Trump’s efforts to bring the 
three-and-a-half-year conflict 
to an end have faltered in recent 
weeks, with Russia digging into 
its hardline demands and refus-
ing to halt its ground and aerial 
attacks.

The new standoff came as 
Russia’s army staged major 
military drills with its key ally 
Belarus on NATO’s border, ex-
ercises that have spooked the 
alliance’s eastern flank after the 
downing of Russian drones in 
Polish airspace this week.

Three rounds of direct peace 
talks between Russia and 
Ukraine, as well as a summit 
between Trump and Putin in 
Alaska, have failed to make any 
progress towards ending the 
fighting.

Moscow’s army is grinding 
forward on the battlefield and 
Putin has vowed to carry on 
fighting if his demands for 
peace -- including Ukraine ced-

ing yet more land -- are not met.
“Our negotiators have the 

opportunity to communicate 
through channels. But for now, 
it is probably more accurate 
to talk about a pause” in talks 
with Kyiv, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told reporters in 
a telephone briefing.

“You can’t wear rose-tint-
ed glasses and expect that the 
negotiation process will yield 
immediate results,” he added.

Trump has repeatedly threat-
ened Moscow with additional 
sanctions if it does not halt its 
offensive but has failed to fol-

low through, frustrating Kyiv.
“It’s sort of running out and 

running out fast, but it does 
take two to tango,” Trump told 
the Fox television when asked 
if his patience was being taxed 
by Russia’s refusal to end the 
conflict.

“It’s amazing. When Putin 
wants to do it, (President Volo-
dymyr) Zelensky didn’t. When 
Zelensky wanted to do it, Putin 
didn’t. Now Zelensky wants to 
and Putin is a question mark. 
We’re going to have to come 
down very, very strong,” he 
added.

Ukrainian rescuers work on the premises of the Ukrainian government 
building in Kyiv (file photo)

Elderly people work out with wooden dumb-bells in the grounds of a temple 
in Tokyo to celebrate Japan’s Respect for the Aged Day (file photo)


