
PERHAPS ONE DID NOT WANT 
TO BE LOVED SO MUCH AS TO BE 
UNDERSTOOD.
GEORGE ORWELL, 1984
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Spanish conquistadors led by 
Hernán Cortés capture Aztec Em-
peror Cuauhtémoc in Tenochtitlan, 
bringing the Aztec Empire to an end

Dutch astronomer 
Christiaan Huygens dis-
covers Mars’s southern 

polar cap

Prussia joins the Anglo-Dutch 
alliance to form the Triple Alli-
ance to prevent the spread of the 
Russo-Swedish War of 1788-90

The Manhattan Project 
commences under the direction of 
US General Leslie Groves with the 

aim of developing an atomic bomb
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American citizenship 
is not for sale. But 

elaborate birth tourism 
rings are profiting off the 
exploitation of America’s 
laws- coaching foreign-
ers to defraud the U.S. 
visa system, arranging 
travel and housing, and 
even forging documents, 
all to enable foreign na-
tionals to obtain citizen-
ship for their children.

@SecRubio

On World Elephant 
Day, we celebrate the 

majestic elephant which 
has remained an integral 
part of India’s ecological 
heritage. It is gladdening 
that India is home to over 
60% of the world’s wild 
Asian elephants.

@narendramodi

Every parent wants to 
keep their children 

safe, and vaccines are 
among the most power-
ful tools for doing that, 
making deadly diseases 
preventable. 

@DrTedros

On #YouthDay we cel-
ebrate the creativity 

& leadership of young 
people everywhere. By 
working with them as 
equal partners, we can 
use their energy & ex-
pertise to tackle some of 
the defining crises of our 
time. Together, let’s build 
a future where every 
generation can thrive.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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44 lives lost after ferry capsizes 
on Zimbabwe's Lake Kariba

AFP | Harare, Zimbabwe

At least 44 people drowned 
after an overcrowded ferry 

capsized on Zimbabwe's Lake 
Kariba, police said Wednesday, 
releasing an updated toll a day 
after the disaster.

A witness told AFP soon af-
ter the government ferry sank 
in rough weather on Tuesday 
that bodies could be seen in 
the water as rescuers tried to 
reach the vessel.

It was carrying 114 adult pas-
sengers, five crew members 
and an unspecified number of 
children when it went down, 
the civil protection unit (CPU) 
said.

The Rural Infrastructure 
Development Agency (RIDA) 
vessel -- which ferries people 
between the northern town 
of Kariba and several islands 
and fishing villages -- had the 
capacity for 90 people, it said.

The unit said initially that 
77 people were rescued and 15 
bodies retrieved.

The Zimbabwe Republic 
Police updated the toll lat-

er Wednesday, saying on X: 
"The ZRP informs the public 
that the death toll in the Kar-
iba RIDA boat accident is now  
44."

It is one of the worst re-
corded passenger boat disas-
ters on the lake, which is on 
the border with Zambia and 
more than 300 kilometres (185 
miles) northeast of the capital, 
Harare.

It is the world's largest man-
made lake by volume.

Two funeral parlours were 
engaged to collect the bodies, 
the CPU said, as the search con-
tinued for any unaccounted 
people.

The witness, Maxton Kan-
hema, told AFP that the boat 
left in the morning in bad 
weather and may have been hit 
by a wave, causing its engines 
to switch off.

"When we were in the wa-
ters, then you could see a 
distress sign and then boats 
that were close by respond-
ed," Kanhema, who was on a 
small boat which attended the 
scene o

Passengers being rescued after a boat capsized on Zimbabwe’s Lake Kariba 
following an encounter with strong waves

Turkish F-16 crashes 
after pilot ejects safely
AFP | Ankara, Turkey

A F-16 fighter jet crashed 
during a training exercise 

in northwestern Turkey on 
Wednesday but no-one was 
hurt, the pilot ejecting to safe-
ty, the defence ministry said.

"An F-16 aircraft belonging 
to our air force was involved in 
an accident during a training 
flight in Yalova, and our pilot 
survived by ejecting," a state-
ment said, pledging a thorough 
investigation.

Yalova lies southeast of Is-
tanbul on the shores of the Sea 
of Marmara.

CCTV footage broadcast by 
IHA news agency showed a 
plane hurtling through the air 
at a very low altitude before 
disappearing behind some 
trees, sending up a cloud of 
thick black smoke as it crashed.

According to the private NTV 
channel, the plane crashed 
near an air base, with several 
teams of rescuers dispatched 
to the scene. It said the pilot 

had been taken to hospital.
Six months ago, anoth-

er Turkish F-16 fighter jet 
crashed, killing the pilot, 
shortly after takeoff during an 
alert-response mission near 
the Bulgarian border.

In November, Turkey sus-
pended flights by its C-130 car-
go planes after one crashed in 
Georgia while returning from 
Azerbaijan, killing all 20 on 
board.

Google unveils finder tag, new 
AI smartphone features

New York, United States

Introducing a finder tag, 
an upgraded watch that 

checks for respiratory prob-
lems and the latest artificial 
intelligence superpowers in 
smartphones, Google unveiled 
its newest Pixel offerings.

The tech giant has organ-
ized a press launch event in 
New York to present the Pixel 
Tag, a rival to the AirTag, a 
tracking device commercial-
ized by Apple since 2021.

The tracking device, which 
sells for $29.99 (34.99 euros) 
can be connected to Android 
devices and used to locate 
valuables such as a wallet or 
luggage.

The new gadget can detect, 
for example, if keys fall be-
hind a sofa.

“Yeah, it has that level of 
accuracy,” Google product 
manager Spencer Boone said 
of such a scenario.

The tech giant is also un-
veiling Pixel Watch 5, whose 
functions include monitoring 
the number of subway stops 
remaining to destination 
and pausing an audiobook or 

podcast at the exact moment 
when a listener dozes off.

Earlier Pixel Watch ver-
sions could call an ambulance 
after detecting signs of cardi-
ac trouble. The new version 
extends this capacity to res-
piratory problems if someone 
isn’t getting enough oxygen.

The new Pixel 11 incor-
porates AI advances from 
Google Gemini and has been 
“purpose-built to do more for 
you with less from you,” said 
Google product leader Justin 
Savich.

The system could automat-
ically respond to a text mes-
sage asking about when your 
flight arrives, or place a res-
taurant reservation based on 
a conversation. Another func-
tion is to translate a jumble of 
oral commands into a clear 
and concise text message.

The devices can be ordered 
starting Wednesday and will 
be in stores from August 20.

The Pixel 11 smartphone 
begins at $899 (999 euros) and 
is priced up to $1,899 (1,999 
euros). The pixel watch be-
gins at $399 (419 euros).

Former Chinese premier 
Zhu Rongji dies aged 97
AFP | Beijing, China

Former Chinese premier 
Zhu Rongji, whose mar-

ket reforms helped drive the 
country’s extraordinary eco-
nomic rise, died Wednesday 
at the age of 97.

Zhu became premier in 
1998 and swiftly lived up to 
his reputation as a hard-hit-
ting free marketeer.

Among his best-known 
reforms were a broad pro-
gramme to privatise unprof-
itable state-owned enterpris-
es, the privatisation of urban 
housing and the promotion 
of home ownership.

He passed away from 
i l l n e s s  i n  B e i j i n g  l a t e 
Wednesday morning “after 
medical treatment failed to 
save him”, state news agency 
Xinhua said.

“The life of comrade Zhu 
Rongji was a life of revolu-
tion, a life of struggle, a life 
of glory,” an obituary jointly 
issued by China’s top politi-
cal bodies said, according to 
Xinhua.

“It was a life dedicated 
wholeheartedly to serving 
the people, one given to the 
communist cause. His pass-

ing is a major loss for the 
Party and the country.”

R e f o r m s  u n d e r  Z h u 
sparked a boom in real es-
tate and construction, which 
would soar to become a 
quarter of China’s economy 
before a crippling debt crisis 
struck in 2020.

His leadership was credit-
ed with helping China avoid 
the worst of the 1997 Asian 
financial crisis, bucking a 
global trend.

And he led negotiations 
for China’s accession to the 
World Trade Organization 
in 2001 -- a move seen as 
consolidating the country’s 
transformation from an iso-
lated economy under Mao 
Zedong to the marketplace 
of the world.

Former Chinese premier Zhu Rongji

China's C919 jet makes first 
international commercial flight
AFP | Beijing, China

Ch i -
n a ' s 

homegrown 
C919 jet com-
pleted its 
first inter-
national com- mer-
cial flight on Wednesday, a sym-
bolic step towards Beijing's goal 
of challenging the decades-long 
aerospace dominance of Boeing 

and Airbus.
T h e  n a r -

row-body jet has 
been billed as a 
potential compet-

itor to Boeing's 737 
o r Airbus's A320, though the 
aircraft has yet to receive ap-
proval from American or Eu-
ropean regulators.

Beijing hopes the domestical-
ly produced plane will reduce 
China's reliance on foreign 

technology and help it gain a 
foothold in the global market.

The C919 jet, produced by 
the state-owned Commercial 
Aircraft Corporation of Chi-
na (COMAC) and operated 
by Air China, departed Bei-
jing at 3:17 pm (0717 GMT) on  
Wednesday.

It landed in Mongolia's cap-
ital Ulaanbaatar at 4:58 pm 
(0858 GMT), according to public 
flight data.

Pakistan interior minister in Iran to discuss regional security
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Pakistan’s interior minister is 
visiting Iran to discuss re-

gional security, stability and oth-
er developments, the Pakistani 
foreign office said Wednesday, 
as Islamabad tries to mediate a 
resolution to the Middle East  

war.
Mohsin Naqvi is known to be 

close to the powerful head of 
the Pakistani army, Asim Munir.
Iranian state news agency IRNA 
reported late Tuesday that Naqvi 
met with Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, Foreign Minis-

ter Abbas Araghchi and Interior 
Minister Eskandar Momeni.“

He is discussing bilateral rela-
tions, security, regional security 
and stability, and constructive 
engagement amongst the parties 
in the region and regional devel-
opments,” Pakistani foreign min-

istry spokesman Tahir Andrabi 
said in Islamabad.

The Iranian government’s 
website said Naqvi conveyed to 
Pezeshkian “a message from the 
Pakistani prime minister and the 
chief of the army”, without spec-
ifying its content.

Putin threatens retaliatory 
seizures of European ships

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Ru s s i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin yesterday 
threatened to seize ships 

belonging to European coun-
tries in retaliation for plans to 
sell off cargo seized from Rus-
sian “shadow fleet” vessels.

Several European companies 
have intercepted ships carrying 
Russian oil in contravention of 
European sanctions targeting 
the vital revenue source.

New sanctions passed last 
month permit EU members to 
sell the oil or any other cargo 
seized from the ships.

Moscow has bristled at the 
moves, with Putin calling it “pi-
racy and banditry”.

“We will be forced to respond 
in kind,” the Kremlin chief said 
while overseeing naval drills in 
Russia’s Far East.

Moscow would act “wherev-
er we ourselves deem necessary 
and appropriate -- anywhere,” 
he added.

Swedish court documents ob-
tained by AFP earlier in August 

showed Stockholm will transfer 
to Kyiv a seized Russian ship 
suspected of transporting grain 
from occupied Ukraine.

Putin was speaking aboard 
the Russian cruiser Varyag off 
the island of Sakhalin, where 
Russia’s navy was conducting 
drills.

The exercises come a week 

before joint US-South Korean 
war games, designed to simu-
late a possible invasion from 
North Korea.

Tensions are high in the re-
gion amid accusations from 
Kyiv and Seoul that Pyongyang 
and Moscow are further inten-
sifying their military cooper-
ation.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin visits the Russian Navy’s guided missile 
cruiser Varyag as he oversees the final stage of a Pacific Fleet’s naval drills on 
far eastern Sakhalin Island

India’s Tata Sons chairman says he is stepping down
AFP | Mumbai, India

Tata Sons chairman N. Chan-
drasekaran said yesterday 

he would not seek reappoint-
ment when his term ends next 
year, deepening a leadership 
crisis at India’s largest conglom-
erate.

Tata Sons is the single largest 
shareholder in firms including 
IT giant Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) and Tata Motors, 
which owns British luxury car 
maker Jaguar Land Rover.

Chandrasekaran, 63, said he 
had informed the board that 

he would step down when his 
tenure ends early next year, af-
ter directors failed to reach a 
decision on his future. 

He said a decision on the new 
leadership was needed as sever-
al major projects were at critical 
stages.

More than 30 countries 
condemn Iran executions
Paris, France

More than 30 nations, in-
cluding France, the Unit-

ed Kingdom and Canada, on 
Wednesday condemned Iran’s 
use of capital punishment, say-
ing in a joint statement the Is-
lamic republic was executing 
protesters to “silence dissent”.

The countries, joined by the 
European Union’s top diplo-
mat, “condemn in the strongest 
terms the ongoing executions of 
protesters and use of the death 

penalty” by Iran.
“The use of capital punish-

ment to silence dissent, intim-
idate communities, and punish 
individuals exercising their 

human rights can never be jus-
tified,” the statement said.

“The people of Iran must 
be free to exercise their rights 
to freedom of expression and 
peaceful assembly without 
fear.”

After the initial 26 countries 
and the EU foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas, “other countries 
joined this declaration” bring-
ing the number of signatories 
up to 32, the French foreign 
ministry told AFP.

Representative picture

Israel seeking to ‘remove Palestine 
from world’s agenda’: Erdogan

AFP | Istanbul, Turkey

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan yesterday 

accused the Israeli government 
of Benjamin Netanyahu of seek-
ing to “remove Palestine” from 
the world’s agenda.

“The aim of the Netanyahu 
government is to remove Pales-
tine from the common agenda 
of humanity by profiting from 
chaos and new conflicts in the 
region,” Erdogan said at a joint 

news conference with his Pal-
estinian counterpart Mahmoud 

Abbas. 
“No matter what they do, they 

will not succeed. 
The Palestinian cause will 

continue to grow in people’s 
hearts as they try to destroy it,” 
he said, vowing Turkey would 
fight for the establishment of a 
Palestinian state. 

Abbas arrived in Ankara 
on Tuesday accompanied by 
his diplomatic advisor Maj-
di Khalidi, intelligence chief 
Majed Faraj and senior Pal-
estinian official Ziad Abu  
Amr.

Trump sued over sale of access to Truth Social posts
AFP | New York, United States

Two US media groups yes-
terday sued President Don-

ald Trump over his move to 
charge for early access to his 
often market-moving Truth So-
cial posts.

The lawsuit, filed in New 
York by The Intercept and 
Freedom of the Press Foun-

dation, states that the scheme 
is “extraordinary, corrupt and 
unconstitutional.”

Subscribers to the paid 
service are supposed to get 
almost instantaneous ac-
cess to Trump’s messages on 
Truth Social -- crucial sec-
onds ahead of the general  
public.

The billionaire US lead-

er often uses the platform to 
announce huge news, rang-
ing from developments in the 
Iran war to trade tariffs, all 
of which can instantly send 
market values tumbling or  
soaring.

Early access to the service 
can cost up to $100,000 per 
month, according to yesterday’s  
lawsuit.

People look through welding shields during the solar partial eclipse in the 
landscape park Halde Hoheward in Herten, western Germany

Skies darken as solar eclipse 
heads south from Arctic to Spain

AFP | Burgos, Spain

One of nature’s greatest 
spectacles –- a rare total 
solar eclipse –- cast its 

shadow yesterday, briefly turning 
day into night in Russia’s remote 
Arctic north and western Iceland 
before heading towards main-
land Europe.

The Moon first blotted out the 
Sun at the northernmost tip of 
mainland Russia at about 1700 
GMT, leaving only the shimmer-
ing glow of its outer corona.

It raced south through parts 
of Greenland before total dark-
ness fell over Keflavik, some 50 
kilometres (30 miles) southwest 
of Iceland’s capital, Reykjavik at 
1747 GMT.

Reykjavik has not seen a total 
solar eclipse since 1433.

It was next due to hit main-
land Europe, which has not ex-
perienced the dramatic natural 
phenomenon in 20 years, arcing 
diagonally in a narrow path from 
the northwestern Atlantic coast 
of Spain to the Mediterranean 
Sea in the south, where it is ex-
pected to fade at about 1830 GMT.

Spain has not witnessed a to-
tal solar eclipse in more than a 
century.

“It’s the first time and it’s the 
last time, the only time I’m going 
to see an eclipse,” Yenny Gueve-
ra, a 50-year-old Peruvian living 
in France, told AFP excitedly in 

Burgos, northwest Spain.
“I like painting and I really 

like light,” said Mercedes Bua, 
a 51-year-old engineer awaiting 

the eclipse’s passage in a park 
in Colmenar Viejo, some 30 
kilometres (19 miles) north of  
Madrid.

“So I find it interesting to see 
how it’s going to look.”

Supplies of special viewing 
glasses were in high demand, 
with huge crowds turning out to 
watch a partial eclipse across Eu-
rope, with the event also visible 
in Canada, the northern United 
States and northwest Africa.

The partial eclipse began in 
parts of northern Spain short-
ly after 1730 GMT, prompting 
gasps from waiting crowds and 
applause from South Korean 
tourists in a field in Lodoso, near 
Burgos, an AFP reporter said.

“It’s starting! It’s starting!” 
said a group of young people in 
Colmenar Viejo, in the Madrid 
region. “How wonderful!” said 
one woman in the crowd.

Spain in total darkness
A large part of Spain switched 

from daylight into total dark-
ness Wednesday as the Moon 
covered the Sun, as thousands 
of spectators across the country 
looked on.

The total eclipse lasted less 
than two minutes in Lodoso, near 
Burgos, to the delight of thou-
sands of people observing the 
phenomenon using special spec-
tacles for safety, an AFP journalist 
at the scene said.

The diamond ring effect appears as the Sun begins to emerge from behind the 
Moon following totality of the solar eclipse as seen from Berlanga de Duero, 240 
km north-east of Madrid


