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HISTORY
Spanish conquistadors under 
Hernán Cortés capture Aztec Em-
peror Cuauhtémoc in Tenochtitlan, 
marking the end of the Aztec Empire

Dutch astronomer 
Christiaan Huygens 

discovers Mars’s 
southern polar cap

Prussia joins the Anglo-Dutch 
alliance to form the Triple Alliance 
to prevent the spread of the Rus-
so-Swedish War of 1788-90

The Manhattan Project 
commences under the direction of 
US General Leslie Groves with the 

aim of developing an atomic bomb
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Had a fruitful conver-
sation with Presi-

dent of Uzbekistan, Mr. 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev. We 
reviewed the progress 
achieved in key areas of 
our bilateral coopera-
tion and reaffirmed our 
shared resolve to further 
advance the India–Uz-
bekistan Strategic Part-
nership.

@narendramodi

I had a long conversation 
with the Prime Minis-

ter of India @narendra-
modi. We discussed in 
detail all important issues 
– both of our bilateral co-
operation and the overall 
diplomatic situation. I 
am grateful to the Prime 
Minister for his warm 
words of support for our 
people.

@ZelenskyyUa

He y  @Ap p l e  Ap p 
Store, why do you 

refuse to put either 𝕏𝕏𝕏 𝕏r
Grok in your “Must Have” 
section when 𝕏𝕏𝕏 𝕏s the #1 
news app in the world 
and Grok is #5 among 
all apps? Are you play-
ing politics? What gives? 
Inquiring minds want to 
know.

@elonmusk

Young people’s fear-
less advocacy has 

been pivotal in the fight 
against the climate crisis. 
I’m proud to announce 
the 1 4 young leaders who 
will form my next  @YAG-
Climate  Youth Advisory 
Group. The world needs 
more young voices to 
shape #ClimateAction.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Electricity supply returned 
to all Iraq’s provinces on Tuesday, 
a government official told AFP, 
expecting the grid’s full recovery 
within a day after a nationwide 
power outage. Electricity shortages 
are a frequent complaint in Iraq, 
suffering from endemic corruption 
and dilapidated public infrastructure. 
Most households rely on private generators, 
acquired to compensate for daily power 
cuts to public electricity. On Monday, the 
electricity ministry said that “a record rise 
in temperatures” coupled with a surge 
in demand resulted in the shutdown of 
transmission lines, which then led to a total outage. A senior ministry official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, told AFP yesterday that “since midnight, all 
provinces have seen the return” of power supply.

u France yesterday condemned “the heavy toll paid by local journalists” 
in Gaza and called on the Israeli authorities to guarantee “safe and unhindered 
access” for international media. On Sunday, five Al Jazeera journalists were killed 

in an Israeli strike on their tent in Gaza City. Among 
the victims was Anas al-Sharif, a prominent Al Jazeera 
correspondent aged 28. A freelance reporter was also 
killed in the strike that targeted the Al Jazeera team. 
Condemning the strike, the French foreign ministry said 
that the journalists were targeted while “carrying out 

their reporting duties”. Israel confirmed it had targeted Sharif, whom it labelled a 
“terrorist” affiliated with Hamas, saying he “posed as a journalist”.

u At least nine Pakistani soldiers were killed when dozens of militants 
staged an attack in the country’s restive southwestern Balochistan province, 
government officials said yesterday.  The attack on Monday happened the same 
day the US State Department listed the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) as a foreign 
terrorist organisation after a string of deadly assaults 
claimed by the group. A senior government official 
of Washuk district, where the assault took place, said 
dozens of militants attacked a police station and a 
border force compound. “The army was attacked 
by terrorists on their way to respond. The terrorists 
killed nine soldiers,” he told AFP on condition of 
anonymity as he was not authorised to speak to the 
media. “There were around 40 to 50 terrorists on 
motorbikes who attacked government buildings and 
ransacked them,” said a senior official from the province’s interior department 
who asked not to be named, confirming to AFP that nine soldiers were killed.

France urges 
Israel to grant 
journalists ‘safe’ 

access to Gaza

Militants kill 9 
Pakistani soldiers 
in Balochistan: govt 

officials

Iraq electricity 
gradually back after 
nationwide outage

UN-mandated experts 
have warned that Gaza 
is slipping into famine 

while international 
organisations have for 

months condemned the 
restrictions imposed by 

the Israeli authorities on 
aid distribution in Gaza.

KNOW WHAT

‘Nothing 
will be left'

Israel prepares for Gaza City battle

• Hamas could have as 
many as 10,000 to 15,000 
fighters in Gaza City

• Obstacles could 
include improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs)

• Battle warned could 
end up being "very 
similar to Stalingrad

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

In a dense urban landscape, 
with likely thousands of 
Hamas fighters lying in 

wait, taking Gaza City will be a 
difficult and costly slog for the 
Israeli army, security experts 
say.

On Sunday, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
laid out his vision of victory in 
Gaza following 22 months of 
war --- with the military or-
dered to attack the last remain-
ing Hamas strongholds in Gaza 
City and the central camps fur-
ther south.

With a pre-war population of 
some 760,000, according to of-
ficial figures, Gaza City was the 
biggest of any municipal area in 
the Palestinian territories.

But following the unprece-
dented Hamas attack on Israel 
in 2023 that sparked the war, 
its population has only swelled, 
with thousands of displaced 
people fleeing intensive mil-
itary operations to the north.

’Death trap’
Amir Avivi, a former Israeli 

general and head of the Israeli 
Defense and Security Forum 
think tank, described the city 
as the "heart of Hamas's rule 

in Gaza".
"Gaza City has always been 

the centre of government and 
also has the strongest brigade 
of Hamas," he said.

The first challenge for Israeli 
troops relates to Netanyahu's 
call for the evacuation of civil-
ians -- how such a feat will be 
carried out remains unclear.

Unlike the rest of the Strip, 
where most of the population 
has been displaced at least once, 
around 300,000 residents of 
Gaza City have not moved since 
the outbreak of the conflict, 
according to Avivi.

Israel has already tried to 
push civilians further south to 
so-called humanitarian zones 
established by the military, but 
there is likely little space to ac-
commodate more arrivals.

"You cannot put another one 
million people over there. It 
will be a horrible humanitarian 
crisis," said Michael Milshtein, 
an Israeli former military intel-
ligence officer.

According to Avivi, humani-
tarian aid would be mainly dis-
tributed south of Gaza City in 
order to encourage residents 
to move toward future distri-
bution sites managed by the 
US- and Israel-backed Gaza Hu-
manitarian Foundation (GHF).

Up from just four current-
ly, the GHF plans to operate 1 6 
sites.

However, Gaza's civil defence 
agency says Israeli troops are 
firing at and killing civilians 
daily around the sites.

Human Rights Watch has 
called them a "death trap", 
while the UN and other groups 
have lashed out at what they 
call a militarisation of aid.

’Stalingrad’
According to Michael Mil-

shtein, who heads the Pales-

tinian Studies Program at Tel 
Aviv University, Hamas's mili-
tary wing could have as many 
as 1 0,000 to 1 5,000 fighters in 
Gaza City, many of them freshly 
recruited.

"It's very easy to convince a 1 7, 
1 8, 1 9-year-old Palestinian to be 
a part of Al-Qassam Brigades," 
Milshtein told AFP, referring to 
Hamas's armed wing as he cited 
a lack of opportunities for much 
Gaza's population.

"While (Israel's army) pre-
pares itself, Hamas also pre-
pares itself for the coming war-
fare, if it takes place," he added, 
predicting that the battle could 
end up being "very similar to 
Stalingrad."

The Israeli army will encoun-
ter obstacles including a vast 
network of tunnels where Is-
raeli hostages are likely being 
held, along with weapons de-
pots, hiding places and combat 
posts.

Other obstacles could include 
improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) and the use of civilians 
as human shields in a dense 
urban maze of narrow alleys 
and tall buildings, according to 
press reports.

"It's almost impossible to go 
in there without creating both 
hostage casualties and a large 
humanitarian disaster," said 
Mairav Zonszein of the Inter-
national Crisis Group.

The material destruction, she 
added, will be enormous.

"They will simply destroy 
everything, and then nothing 
will be left," she said.

Despite rumoured disagree-
ments over the plan by the chief 
of the army Eyal Zamir, the gen-
eral said his forces "will be able 
to conquer Gaza City, just as it 
did in Khan Yunis and Rafah 
in the south," according to a 
statement on Monday.

A Palestinian man walks towards Israeli soldiers during a raid at the Balata refugee camp east of Nablus city in the 
occupied West Bank

Scientists find 74-million-year-
old mammal fossil in Chile

AFP | Santiago, Chile

Scientists have discovered 
the fossil of a tiny mouse-

sized mammal that lived in 
the time of the dinosaurs in 
Chilean Patagonia.

“Ye u t h e r i u m  p re s s o r ” 
weighed between 30 and 40 
grams (about one ounce) and 
lived in the Upper Cretaceous 
period, about 74 million years 
ago.

It is the smallest mammal 
ever found in this region of 
South America, dating back 
to the era when it was part of 
a continental land mass known 
as Gondwana.

The fossil consists of “a 
small piece of jaw with a mo-
lar and the crown and roots of 
two other molars,” said Hans 
Puschel, who led the team of 
scientists from the University 
of Chile and Chile’s Millenni-
um Nucleus research center 
on early mammals.

The discovery was pub-
lished this month in the Brit-
ish scientific journal Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society B.

Researchers found the 
fossil in the 

Rio de las Las Chinas Valley 
in Chile’s Magallanes region, 
about 3,000 kilometers (1 ,864 
miles) south of Santiago.

Despites its similarity to a 
small rodent, “Yeutherium 
pressor” was a mammal that 
must have laid eggs, like the 
platypus, or carried its young 
in a pouch like kangaroos or 
opossums.

The shape of its teeth sug-
gests that it probably had a 
diet of relatively hard vege-
tables.

Just like the dinosaurs with 
whom it co-existed, the tiny 
mammal abruptly went ex-
tinct at the end of the Creta-
ceous period, about 66 million 
years ago.

This illustration, created by 
Mauricio Alvarez and obtained from 
Universidad de Chile depicts the 
“Yeutherium pressor,” an animal 
that lived during the Late Cretaceous 
period, approximately 74 million 
years ago.

 Paleontologists working in the Río de la Chinas valley, in the Magallanes 
region of Chile

Hamas delegation expected in Cairo 
to discuss Gaza truce efforts

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

A senior Hamas delegation 
was due in Cairo for talks 

with Egyptian officials on ef-
forts by mediators to secure an 
elusive ceasefire in Gaza, two 
Palestinian sources told AFP 
yesterday. 

Together with Qatar and the 
United States, Egypt has been 
involved in mediation between 
Israel and Palestinian militant 
group Hamas that has failed to 
secure a breakthrough since a 
short-lived truce earlier this 

year. Upon Egypt’s invitation, 
the Hamas delegation led by 
the group’s chief negotiator 
Khalil al-Hayya “is expected to 
arrive in Cairo today (Tuesday) 
or tomorrow morning”, the 
source told AFP, requesting 
anonymity to discuss the sen-
sitive negotiations.

The source said the dele-
gation was scheduled to meet 
Egyptian officials on Wednes-
day to “discuss the latest devel-
opments” in “ceasefire negoti-
ations and prisoner exchange” 
that would include the release 
of hostages held in Gaza.

A Palestinian man carries a wounded youth, evacuated from the site of an 
Israeli strike, west of Gaza City

EU, UK and Japan urge action 
against ‘famine unfolding’ in Gaza

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The European Union, Brit-
ain and Japan yesterday 

called for urgent action to stop 
“famine” in the Gaza Strip.

“The humanitarian suffering 
in Gaza has reached unimagi-
nable levels. Famine is unfold-
ing before our eyes,” a joint 
statement signed by the EU’s 
top diplomat and foreign min-
isters from 24 countries, in-
cluding Canada and Australia.

“Urgent action is needed 
now to halt and reverse star-
vation,” they said.

The ministers and EU for-
eign policy chief Kaja Kallas 
also demanded Israel “provide 
authorisation for all interna-
tional NGO aid shipments and 
to unblock essential humani-
tarian actors from operating”.

Seventeen European Un-
ion countries signed the 
statement, including France, 
the Netherlands and usually 
pro-Palestinian countries such 
as Ireland and Spain.

Notably absent was Germa-
ny, Israel’s staunch supporter 
in the EU, despite its drastic 
move to halt the export of mil-

itary equipment to Israel last 
week.

Israel has until recently en-
joyed broad support across the 
political spectrum in Germany, 
a country still seeking to atone 
for the World War II murder 
of more than six million Jews.

The EU struck a deal last 
month to increase aid access 
to Gaza but senior officials 
have said the agreement has 
not been implemented fully.

New row between Israel defence 
minister and military chief

Tensions have been simmering between the chief of staff and Netanyahu

• Zamir was opposed 
to a plan to take 
control of Gaza City

• Reports said Zamir 
favoured encircling 
Gaza’s largest city

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s defence 
minister yes-
terday rep-

rimanded the 
c o u n t r y ’s 
m i l i t a r y 
chief over 
appoint-
m e n t s 
m a d e 
without his 
approval, as 

tensions simmered between the 
military and the executive ahead 
of a planned expansion of the war 
in Gaza.

A statement from the defence 
minister Israel Katz’s ministry 

said that deliberations 
conducted by chief 
of staff Lieutenant 
General Eyal Zamir 
on military appoint-
ments “took place... 

without prior coor-
dination or agree-

ment” with the 
minister.

T h e  s t a t e -
ment  added 

t h a t  t h i s 
w a s  “ i n 
v i o l a -
t i o n  o f 

a c c e p t e d 
p r o c e d u r e ” 
and that Katz 

therefore “does not intend to 
discuss or approve any of the ap-
pointments or names that were 
published.”

In an army statement pub-
lished shortly afterwards, Zamir 
responded that he was “the sole 
authority authorised to appoint 
officers from the rank of colonel 
upwards”.

“The chief of staff makes the 
appointment decisions -- af-
ter which the appointment is 
brought to the minister for ap-
proval,” the statement added.

Tensions have been simmering 
for two weeks between the chief 
of staff and Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s government 
over the next steps in the military 
operation in Gaza, aimed at free-
ing the remaining hostages and 
defeating Hamas.

Israeli media reported that 
Zamir was opposed to a plan ap-

proved by the security cabinet 
on Friday to take control of all 
of densely populated Gaza City.

Israeli media reported that 
Zamir favoured encircling Gaza’s 
largest city, rather than conquer-
ing it.

The Israeli army controls 
around 75 percent of the Pal-
estinian territory which has 
been devastated by 22 months  
of war.

Zamir, who was appointed in 
March after his predecessor was 
dismissed, said last week that he 
would continue expressing the 
military’s position “without fear, 
in a pragmatic, independent, and 
professional manner”.

Katz meanwhile said that the 
army chief could “express his 
views”, but that the military 
would ultimately have to “exe-
cute” any government decisions 
on Gaza.

Over 50,000 migrants cross Channel 
since UK PM elected: figures
AFP | London, United Kingdom

More than 50,000 people have 
made the perilous Channel 

crossing to the UK in small boats 
since Keir Starmer became prime 
minister last July, official figures 
showed on Tuesday.

Starmer came to power prom-
ising to "smash the gangs" of 
people smugglers operating the 
boats, but 474 more people made 
the crossing on Monday, bringing 
the total to 50,271  since he came 
to power on July 5, 2024.

T h e  i s s u e o f 
cross-Chan-
nel migra-
t i o n  h a s 
b e c o m e 
a  m a j o r 
headache 
for 

Starmer's year-old Labour gov-
ernment, as support for the up-
start anti-immigrant Reform UK 
party soars.

More than 27,000 migrants 
have made the Channel crossing 
in rudimentary vessels this year 
alone.

Kemi Badenoch, leader of the 
Conservative Party that was de-
feated last year, on Tuesday said 
that she would "quickly" stop the 
crossings if she was in power.

"Stopping people from coming 
here in the first place -- if they 

think they're going to be sent to 
Rwanda and not get here, get a 
free hotel, get benefits, then they 
won't come here," she said.

London and Paris last month 
unveiled a "pilot" programme to 
return to France some of the mi-
grants arriving in the UK on small 
boats, with the first detentions 
made last week.

Starmer  cal led  the  deal 
"groundbreaking" and capable 
of stemming the record numbers 
of people who have embarked on 

the journey so 

far this year.
Although Starmer did not say 

how many people might be re-
turned to France, media reports 
suggest it could initially total 
around 50 people a week.

Reform UK leader Nigel Farage 
called the deal "a humiliation for 
Brexit Britain".

Migrants try to board a smuggler’s 
boat in an attempt to cross the English 
Channel off the beach of Gravelines, 

northern France

US woman found guilty of UK murder plot
AFP | London, United Kingdom

An American woman was on 
Tuesday found guilty at a UK 

court of participating in a 201 9 
plot to murder a British man 
caught up in a bitter feud be-
tween families.

After a years-long police hunt, 
Aimee Betro, 45, was extradited 
earlier this year from Armenia 
where she was living, to face tri-
al in the central English city of 
Birmingham.

Prosecutors told the court Bet-
ro had covered her face in a niqab 
as she climbed out of a car in Sep-
tember 201 9 and tried to shoot 
Sikander Ali at point-blank range.

But the handgun jammed and 
Ali fled in his car which was 
parked outside his home.

Prosecutors said Betro was part 
of a plot with co-conspirators 
Mohammed Aslam, 56, and his 
31 -year-old son, Mohammed Na-
bil Nazir.

Betro had met Nazir on an on-
line dating site, and told the jury 
she was in love with him.

Both men were jailed last year 
for their roles in the "violent" 
feud which erupted after they 
were injured in a brawl at Ali's fa-
ther's clothing store in July 201 8.

"Betro tried to kill a man in a 
Birmingham street at point-blank 
range. It is sheer luck that he 
managed to get away unscathed," 
said prosecutor Hannah Sidaway.Aimee Betro

Palestinians queue to fill up on water in the sweltering heat in the Mawasi 
area of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip


