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“This milestone is 
the product of the 
wise leadership’s 

continued support 
and the strong 

community 
partnership linking 
government bodies, 

private sector 
institutions, and 

civil society.”
 - H.E. SALMAN BIN ISA BIN 

HINDI AL-MANNAI, GOVERNOR OF 
MUHARRAQ 

Clogs cause chaos
Works Ministry issues stern warning against fats and oils in drains

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

More than 5,000 sew-
erage reports were 
logged in Bahrain in 

the first half of 2025, as the Min-
istry of Works warned that fats 
and oils from restaurants and 
garages are clogging drains and 
causing overflows.

Engineer Abdulnabi Hassan 
Al Koofi, Director of the San-
itary Engineering Operations 
and Maintenance Directorate, 
said 5,056 reports were handled 
on receipt.

The Capital Governorate 
recorded 1,835, the Northern 
1,289, Muharraq 1,065 and the 
Southern 867.

Cases
He linked many cases to are-

as with large numbers of food 
outlets and vehicle workshops.

Food scraps and cooking fats 
poured into drains harden and 
stick to pipe walls, building up 
until lines block and sewage 
overflows.

The same occurs when lu-
bricants from garages run into 
sewer lines.

Hotline
Reports reach the Sanitary 

Engineering Operations and 
Maintenance Directorate via 
the sewerage emergency hotline 
and the National Suggestions 
and Complaints System (Ta-
wasul).

Teams take details, inspect 
foul-sewer manholes and 
stormwater inlets where need-
ed, and carry out remedial work.

The ministry works with the 
Ministry of Health, the Minis-
try of Industry, Commerce and 

Tourism, the municipal councils 
and the Capital Municipality 
to require restaurants, shops 
and garages to fit grease and oil 
traps and to dispose of waste 
correctly.

Coordination with the Com-
mercial Registration directorate 
and municipal councils holds 
non-compliant outlets to ac-
count, and judicial enforcement 
campaigns have been stepped 
up to limit oil dumping.

Complaints
Al Koofi urged the public 

to file complaints through the 
eGovernment portal (www.bah-
rain.bh), the Ministry of Works 
website (www.works.gov.bh) 
and Tawasul, or by calling the 
control and reporting centre on 
80001810.

A mobile service is also availa-
ble for viewing ministry services 
and information.

He added that the sanitary 
engineering sector is expand-
ing networks across the gov-
ernorates to meet demand and 
improve service reliability for 
citizens and residents.
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KNOW WHAT

Food scraps and fats 
harden in pipes, caus-

ing buildup, blockages, 
and potential sewage 

overflows.

Healthy cities 
achievement 
for Muharraq
TDT | Manama

His Excellency Salman bin 
Isa bin Hindi Al-Mannai, 

Governor of Muharraq, has 
expressed appreciation for the 
Cabinet’s praise of the achieve-
ments under the Healthy Cit-
ies Program, marked by the 
World Health Organization’s 
accreditation of Muharraq and 
the Northern Governorates as 
“healthy governorates.”

He described the recognition 
as an international testament 
to the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 
efforts in advancing health pro-
motion and quality of life.

The Governor affirmed that 
this milestone is the product 
of the wise leadership’s con-
tinued support and the strong 
community partnership link-
ing government bodies, private 
sector institutions, and civil 
society.

Commitment
He noted that the achieve-

ment reflects Muharraq’s 
commitment to the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
and its dedication to foster-
ing a healthy, integrated en-
vironment that enhances the 

well-being of citizens and res-
idents while elevating Bah-
rain’s global standing.


