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Kursk: Russia’s deep-sea drama
AFP

On August 12, 2000, the Kursk nuclear submarine, pride of Russia’s Northern Fleet, sank after a torpedo exploded, 
and the fate of its 118 crew captivated the nation until the tragic conclusion nine days later.

Here is a look back at the events 20 years ago in what remains the Russian navy’s worst-ever disaster.

Submarine sinks

On that Saturday morning, the Kursk, a huge 154-meter-long (508 feet) submarine, takes part in 
naval exercises in the Barents Sea on the borders between Russia and Norway.

At 11:28 am local time (0728 GMT) Norwegian seismographers register a major explosion followed 
by a second more powerful one two minutes later.

The Russian navy locates the vessel at dawn on Sunday. All radio contact with the crew is lost. The 
only recording will be the SOS signal one seaman onboard the submarine makes by banging against the 
hull of the craft.

Towards the end of the day the navy deploys a first mini-submarine manned by rescuers, but it collides 
with the wreckage of the Kursk and has to return immediately.

Rejecting Western aid
“Technical problems” is the terse summary the Russian navy uses on August 14 to announce the accident 

to the public, after a two-day delay. 
Russia’s navy chief says the main theory of events “is an explosion in the first torpedo hatch”, which 

would have led to the submarine sinking in neutral waters 150 kilometres (90 miles) from the coastal 
town of Severomorsk, the Northern Fleet’s main base.

The navy says the vessel has shut down its nuclear engines and is not carrying any nuclear weapons. 
No radioactive leak is recorded.

According to the navy, the crew -- trapped 108 metres down at the bottom of the Barents Sea -- has 
enough oxygen to last until August 18.

Despite concerns for the sailors, Russia refuses offers of help from Britain, Norway and the United States. 
With only old or unsuitable equipment, and battling a violent storm, the Russians pursue their rescue 

efforts alone, ratcheting up a series of failures.

On August 17, 2000, a woman lights a candle in 
a church in the city of Murmansk, northwestern 
Russia, in memory of the Kursk crew

Russian President Vladimir Putin on August 16, 2000, the 
day of his first public comments on the sinking of the Kursk 
submarine

A spokesman for the Russian navy at a press conference on August 15, 2000, days after the sinking of the Kursk 
submarine with 118 crew onboard

All dead

On August 21, after 30 hours, Norwegian divers manage to 
open the submarine’s airlock. The interior of the Kursk 

is completely flooded. All the seamen are dead.
The following day in Vidyayevo, the small coastal navy 

village and home base for the Kursk, the crew members’ 
families gather and Putin faces the criticisms of tearful 
widows.

A day of national mourning is declared on August 23, but 
the bereaved families refuse to take part. 

Putin says he bears “a feeling of full responsibility and a 
feeling of guilt for this tragedy”.

Putin on holiday

Meanwhile Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin continues his holiday in the 

Black Sea resort of Sochi. He waits until 
August 16 before making his first state-
ment, appearing in casual dress, describing 
the situation as “critical”.

“Our experts say that we have everything 
we need,” he is quoted by Interfax as say-
ing.

But just hours later he speaks with US 
counterpart Bill Clinton on the telephone 
to discuss the rescue mission.

Finally Russia accepts help from Britain 
and requests assistance from Norway, 
though Putin does not cut short his hol-
iday and his “deafening” silence draws 
media fire.

“From the word go, the rescue operation 
should have been not only the number one 
concern of the rescue teams but of the 
whole of the state,” says the daily Izvestiya.

The press accuses the military of lies 
and questions the cost of human life in 
post-communist Russia. 

As the uncertainty drags on, families of 
the trapped sailors describe their anguish 
as a living “hell”.

“Each television news report is like a 
stay of execution,” says one woman whose 
commander husband is on board.

On August 18, Putin returns to Moscow. 
The chances of a successful rescue “are 
very small, but they exist”, he says.

KNOW WHAT

The Russian prosecutor’s office concludes 
its investigation in July 2002 declaring no 

one can be held responsible.

A scribbled note by one officer, 
discovered in October 2000 

in the man’s pocket when 
rescue workers raised his body 

from the sub, provides cruel 
evidence that at least 23 sailors 

survived several hours after 
the explosion, having tried to 

seek safety in the vessel’s rear.

It says the accident resulted 
from an explosion in one of 
the submarine’s torpedo 
tubes caused by volatile fuel 
and the crew could not be 
saved. They  died at the latest 
eight hours after the blast.

Russia’s Kursk submarine, launched in 1994, sank in the Barents Sea
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celebs

C L A S S I F I E D S    

Across
1- Bell used to sound an alarm; 7- Actress Farrow; 10- Church recess; 14- Stir up; 15- Richards of Texas; 16- Fly 
catcher; 17- Capital of Poland; 18- Cpl., for one; 19- When said three times, a 1970 war movie; 20- Juice aroma 
enhancer; 23- Cold mold; 26- Periodical, briefly; 27- Rough files; 28- The closest one to us is the sun; 29- Triple 
___; 30- Stir-fry pan; 31- Kneecap; 33- Pot used to contain the ashes of a dead person; 34- Bodybuilder’s pride; 
37- Aliens, for short; 38- Auditory apparatus; 39- English poet Hughes; 40- Join a poker game; 41- Actor 
Fernando; 42- At all; 43- Small bone; 45- Film director Lee; 46- Fitting; 47- Go ballistic; 48- Recreation; 51- 
Part of TNT; 52- Scottish musician; 53- Activated by small change; 56- Vogue rival; 57- Just the Way You ___; 
58- Conjunct; 62- Scottish refusals; 63- Lyricist Gershwin; 64- Sickness at the stomach; 65- Slips up; 66- ___ es 
Salaam, Tanzania; 67- Nutlike kernel;

S U D O K U

C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution

Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and each 
9-box square contains all of the numbers from 
one to nine. 

Down 
1- Fancy marble; 2- ... ___ mouse?; 3- 
___ anglais (English horn); 4- Sigh; 
5- Son of Abraham; 6- Information; 
7- Zealot; 8- Disguised, briefly; 
9- Presently; 10- Pacific Surfliner 
operator; 11- Sanctimonious; 12- 
Divest; 13- Les ___-Unis; 21- Like wet 
ink; 22- Palm leaves; 23- According 
to; 24- Declare; 25- Sucker; 29- 
Jargon; 30- Take by force; 
32- Rough shelter; 33- System of 
social perfection; 34- Songwriters’ 
org.; 35- Hogwash; 36- Guide; 
44- Precious metallic element; 
45- “Gunsmoke” star; 46- Debt 
that remains unpaid; 48- View; 
49- Like some bears and icecaps; 
50- Fuel transport; 51- ___ firma; 
52- Pertaining to punishment; 54- 
Discharged a debt; 55- “Chicken of 
the sea”; 59- General on Chinese 
menus; 60- Dusk, to Donne; 61- 
June honoree;

VACANCIES  AVAILABLE
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Dwayne Johnson tops list of highest paid male actors
Reuters | Los Angeles 

Wrestler-turned-movie 
star Dwayne John-

son clung to the top 
slot on the list of the 
world’s highest-paid 
male actors for a sec-
ond straight year, ac-
cording to an annual 
tally released by Forbes 
magazine on Tuesday.

Johnson, also known 
by his ring name ‘The 
Rock’ ,  earned $87.5 

million from June 1, 
2019 to June 1, 2020, 
Forbes said, including 

$23.5 million from 
Netflix Inc to star 
in movie thrill-
er “Red Notice.” 
He also bene-

fited from his 
‘Project Rock’ 
fitness wear 
line for Un-
der Armour 
Inc.

R y a n 

Reynolds, who co-stars with 
Johnson in “Red Notice,” came 
in second in the Forbes rank-
ing of male stars. He earned 
$20 million for that film, plus 
another $20 million for Netflix 
movie “Six Underground,” the 
magazine said, part of his $71.5 
million total for the one-year 
period.

Actor and producer Mark 
Wahlberg, star of Netflix action 
comedy “Spenser Confiden-
tial,” finished third with $58 
million. Next on the list were 

actors Ben Affleck with $55 
million and Vin Diesel with $54 
million.

Akshay Kumar, the only Bol-
lywood star in the top 10, land-
ed in sixth place with earnings 
of $48.5 million. Most of his 
income came from product en-
dorsements, Forbes said.

Rounding out the list were 
“Hamilton” creator Lin-Ma-
nuel Miranda, actors Will 
Smith and Adam Sandler, 
and martial-arts star Jackie  
Chan.

Dwayne Johnson

Angelina Jolie 

Meghan Markle

Angelina Jolie asks judge in Brad Pitt 
divorce proceedings to be removed
Fox | Los Angeles

Angelina Jolie filed offi-
cial paperwork to ask 

that the private judge 
overseeing her divorce 
proceedings from Brad 
Pitt be disqualified for 
failure to fully disclose 
his business relation-
ship with her 
ex’s attorneys.

T h e  d u o, 
who share 
s i x  c h i l -
dren to-
gether : 
M a d -
dox, 19, 
Pa x ,  1 6 , 
Z a h a r a , 
15, Shiloh, 
14, Knox, 12, 

and Vivienne, 12, have been 
locked in a divorce battle since 
2016 when it was officially re-

vealed that they were call-
ing it quits after roughly 
10 years together.

In a filing in Los Ange-
les Superior Court, Jolie 

argues that Judge John W. 
Ouderkirk should be taken 

off the divorce case 
because he was 

too late and not 
f o r t h c o m -

ing enough 
about oth-

er cases 
he was 
hired for 

involving 
Pitt attor-

ney Anne C. 
Kiley.

Meghan Markle

Meghan Markle reveals she’s voting in 2020 presidential election
Fox | Los Angeles

Meghan Markle 
revealed she’s 

voting in the 2020 US 
presidential elec-
tion this November, 
an unprecedented 
choice for mem-
bers of the British 
royal family.

The Duchess of 
Sussex explained 
her decision to vote 
in the upcoming 

election in a statement to Ma-
rie Claire.

Markle, 39, was among 100 
women who told the outlet 
about why they are voting.

“I know what it’s like to have 
a voice, and also what it’s like 
to feel voiceless,” the Duchess 
of Sussex told the outlet. “I also 
know that so many men and 
women have put their lives on 
the line for us to be heard. And 
that opportunity, that funda-
mental right, is in our ability to 
exercise our right to vote and to 

make all of our voices heard.”
She added: “One of my fa-

vourite quotes, and one that my 
husband [Prince Harry] and I 
have referred to often, is from 
Kate Sheppard, a leader in the 
suffragist movement in New 
Zealand, who said, ‘Do not think 
your single vote does not matter 
much. The rain that refreshes 
the parched ground is made up 
of single drops.’ That is why I 
vote.”

Markle’s choice to vote comes 
months after she and Prince 

Harry announcing they were 
“stepping down” as senior 
members of the royal family.

The couple later moved to Los 
Angeles, Calif. where the former 
“Suits” star was born.

Traditionally, the British 
royals don’t vote in elections, 
and “The Queen has to remain 
strictly neutral with respect 
to political matters,” accord-
ing to the monarch’s website. 
However, according to People 
magazine, there is no law for-
bidding it.


