
Midsommar: outrageous black-comic carnival of agony
Florence Pugh is plunged into a terrifying pagan bacchanal in the magnificent folk-horror tale

Midsommar is a 2019 folk 
horror film written 
and directed by Ari As-

ter and starring Florence Pugh, 
Jack Reynor, William Jackson 
Harper, Vilhelm Blomgren, and 
Will Poulter. It follows a group of 
friends who travel to Sweden for 
a festival that occurs once every 
ninety years and find themselves 
in the clutches of a pagan cult.

On the review aggregator Rot-
ten Tomatoes, the film holds an 
approval rating of 82% based 
on 301 reviews, with an average 
rating of 7.51/10. The website’s 
critical consensus reads, “Ambi-
tious, impressively crafted, and 
above all unsettling, Midsommar 
further proves writer-director 
Ari Aster is a horror auteur to be 
reckoned with.”

On Metacritic, the film has 
a weighted average score of 73 
out of 100, based on 53 critics, 
indicating “generally favourable 
reviews”.

Audiences polled by CinemaS-
core gave the film a grade of “C+” 
on an A+ to F scale, while those 
at PostTrak gave it an average 3 
out of 5 stars and a 50% “definite 
recommend.”

John DeFore of The Holly-
wood Reporter described the 
film as the “horror equivalent 
of a destination wedding”, and 
“more unsettling than fright-
ening, [but] still a trip worth 
taking.”

Writing for Variety, Andrew 
Barker noted that it is “neither 

the masterpiece nor the disaster 
that the film’s most vocal view-
ers are bound to claim. Rather, 
it’s an admirably strange, the-
matically muddled curiosity 
from a talented filmmaker who 
allows his ambitions to outpace 
his execution.”

David Edelstein of Vulture 

praised Pugh’s performance as 
“amazingly vivid” and noted 
that Aster “paces Midsommar 
more like an opera (Wagner, 
not Puccini) than a scare pic-
ture,” but concluded that the 
film “doesn’t jell because its im-
pulses are so bifurcated. It’s a 
parable of a woman’s religious 

awakening—that’s also a wom-
an’s fantasy of revenge against a 
man who didn’t meet her emo-
tional needs—that’s also a male 
director’s masochistic fantasy 
of emasculation at the hands of 
a matriarchal cult.”

Eric Kohn of IndieWire sum-
marized the film as a “perverse 
breakup movie,” adding that 
“Aster doesn’t always sink the 
biggest surprises, but he excels 
at twisting the knife. After a de-
flowering that makes Ken Rus-
sell’s The Devils look tame, Aster 
finds his way to a startling reality 
check.”

Time Out’s Joshua Roth-
kopf awarded the film a 5/5 
star-rating, writing, “A savage 
yet evolved slice of Swedish 
folk-horror, Ari Aster’s halluci-
natory follow-up to Hereditary 
proves him a horror director 
with no peer.”

For The A.V. Club, A. A. Dowd 
stated that the film “rivals He-
reditary in cruel shock depart-
ment”, and labeled it “B+ effort”.

Writing for Inverse, Eric Fran-
cisco commented that the film 
feels “like a victory lap after He-
reditary”, and that Aster “takes 
his sweet time to lull viewers 
into his clutches... But like how 
the characters experience time, 
its passage is a vague notion.” He 
described the film as “a sharp 
portrayal of gaslighting”.

Richard Brody of The New 
Yorker said that the film “is built 
on such a void of insight and ex-
perience, such a void of charac-
ter and relationships, that even 
the first level of the house of 
narrative cards can’t stand.” He 
added, “In the end, the subject 
of Midsommaris as simple as it 
is regressive: lucky Americans, 
stay home.”
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Filmmaker Ari Aster’s 
follow-up to ‘Heredi-

tary’ turns a break-up 
story into a funny, 
frightening ‘Wicker 

Man’ 2.0

Florence Pugh in a scene from ‘Midsommar’
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