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Captain James Cook begins his sec-
ond voyage to the South Seas aboard 
HMS Resolution to search for Terra 
Australis (Southern Continent)

Source of Mississippi 
River discovered by 

American geographer 
Henry Schoolcraft

Swedish-American inventor John 
Ericsson files for a patent for his 
screw propeller design

Donald Trump survives an 
assassination attempt at an 

outdoor campaign rally in 
rural Butler, Pennsylvania;

TOP 

4
TWEETS

03

04

01

His Highness the Fa-
ther Emir, Sheikh 

Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani ,  passed away 
today. I extend to His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani, to 
his family, and to the Qa-
tari people all my condo-
lences and the assurance 
of my friendship and that 
of the French people.

@EmmanuelMacron

Today, our thoughts 
are with the people of 

Qatar as they mourn the 
passing of His Highness 
the Father Amir Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani. May the Almighty 
grant him eternal peace 
and comfort all those who 
mourn his passing. 

@ZelenskyyUa

I am deeply concerned 
by the serious escala-

tion & renewed military 
confrontations in the 
Gulf, including the Ira-
nian attacks on ships in 
the Strait of Hormuz, the 
attacks by the US on Iran, 
and the attacks by Iran on 
targets in the neighboring 
countries.

@antonioguterres

Lindsey Graham came 
from humble begin-

nings and became one of 
the most powerful law-
makers in the most pow-
erful nation on Earth. 
His story was a funda-
mentally American one.

@VP

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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We hit them very 
hard, says Trump

US strikes Iran after attack on shipping as Trump warns Tehran

• The latest 
escalation followed 
an Iranian attack on a 
commercial vessel in 
the Strait of Hormuz

TDT | agencies

The United States launched 
a fresh wave of strikes 
against Iranian targets 

after Tehran attacked commer-
cial shipping in the Strait of 
Hormuz, with President Donald 
Trump declaring that US forces 
had hit Iran “very hard”.

Speaking to CNN, Trump 
said: “We hit them very hard 
last night.”

The president said the lat-
est Iranian attack came despite 
what he described as signifi-
cant progress towards a possible 
agreement on Saturday.

“ T h e y  w e r e  g i v i n g  u p 
everything, and then all of a sud-
den two hours after that they 
hit a ship with a drone,” Trump 
said.

The latest escalation followed 
an Iranian attack on a commer-
cial vessel in the Strait of Hor-
muz, forcing its crew to abandon 
ship after it caught fire.

Iran later announced it had 
closed the strategic waterway, 
saying the measure would re-
main in place “until the end of 
American interventions in this 
region”, according to state news 
agency IRNA.

The US military’s Central 
Command rejected the claim, 
saying on X that the Strait of 
Hormuz remained “open to all 
vessels seeking to lawfully tran-
sit the international waterway”.

US forces were “positioned 
and prepared to ensure” free-
dom of navigation, it said, add-
ing: “Iran does not control the 
strait. Traffic is flowing.”

Iran claimed it had targeted 
two ships in the strait, accus-
ing them of ignoring approved 
transit instructions and violating 
maritime regulations.

In response, the United States 
carried out another round of 
military strikes, with the US mil-
itary saying it had hit around 140 
Iranian targets in its third wave 
of operations this week.

Iranian media reported ex-
plosions in Bandar Abbas, Sirik, 
Jask, Qeshm Island and Khuz-
estan province. One Iranian sol-
dier was reported killed in Jask.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
claimed they had destroyed 
logistical support centres for 
naval vessels and refuelling fa-
cilities serving US aircraft carri-
ers at the port of Duqm.

The attack on a Cyprus-flagged 
container ship left one Indian 

sailor missing, Indian authori-
ties said, while Oman said it had 
rescued 23 crew members from 
another commercial vessel.

Iran said it had fired “warn-
ing shots”, but the US military 

accused Tehran of carrying out 
a direct attack on the ship. Brit-
ain’s maritime agency UKMTO 
said the crew abandoned the ves-
sel and took to a lifeboat about 
17 kilometres (10 miles) east of 

Oman.
T r u m p 

a l s o 
w a r n e d 
t h a t  a n y 
attempt to 

assassinate him would result in 
the United States “completely 
decimating” Iran.

While declaring the ceasefire 
effectively over, Trump has kept 
the door open for diplomacy. 
International mediators con-

tinue efforts to revive  
negotiations.

Pakistan, which 
has been involved 
in mediation ef-
forts, called for 

de-escalation dur-
ing a phone conver-

sation between 
Foreign Min-

ister Ishaq 
D a r  a n d 
his Iranian 
c o u n t e r -
part.

“ D i a -
logue and 
diplomacy 
remain the 
o n l y  v i a -
ble path to 
r e s o l v i n g 
d i s p u t e s 
and achiev-
ing lasting 
peace,” Dar 
said.

Vessels are seen anchored in the Strait of Hormuz, off the port city of Khasab on Oman’s northern 
Musandam Peninsula

Iran newspaper 
lists Trump, 
European leaders 
as revenge targets
Tehran, Iran

A conservative newspaper 
in Iran known for its pro-

vocative tone has published 
a list of people to be targeted 
as revenge for the killing of 
supreme leader Ali Khame-
nei, including the leaders of 
the US, Israel and European 
countries.

The Hamshahri newspa-
per, which is published by 
authorities in the Iranian cap-
ital, released an infographic 
online late Saturday featuring 
photos of 13 foreign leaders 
alongside Mojtaba’s state-
ment.

The infographic includes 
US President Donald Trump, 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and British 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer, 
among others.

It does not appear in the 
paper’s Sunday print edition.

Also on the list are US Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio 
and Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth, French President 
Emmanuel Macron, Italian 
Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni and German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz.

France powers 
down nuclear 
reactors over 
heatwave
Paris, France

France's main energy 
provider on Sunday 

said three nuclear reactors 
had been temporarily shut 
down and eight others were 
operating at reduced power 
due to the heatwave sweep-
ing France.

"Due to the weather con-
ditions and to comply with 
regulations on (cooling wa-
ter) discharges, and thus to 
protect the environment," 
reactors at the Golfech, 
Bugey and Chooz plants, 
located on the banks of the 
Garonne, Rhone and Meuse 
rivers respectively, have 
been shut down, the EDF 
energy group told AFP.

Iraq PM to meet Trump 
in Washington
Baghdad, Iraq

Iraq’s Prime Minister Ali 
al-Zaidi will travel today 

to the United States to meet 
President Donald Trump in 
his first international visit 
since taking office, his gov-
ernment spokesperson said.

The Iraqi premier is 
“heading to Washington on 
Monday, leading a high-lev-
el delegation, at the invita-
tion of the US president”, 
government spokesperson 
Haidar al-Aboudi said. 

World leaders pay tribute to Qatar’s 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani

TDT | agencies

World leaders paid trib-
ute to former leader 
Sheikh Hamad bin 

Khalifa Al Thani yesterday, re-
membering him as a visionary 
statesman whose leadership 
transformed Qatar and left a 
lasting mark on the Arab and 
Islamic worlds.

Condolences poured in from 
heads of state and internation-
al organisations following the 
announcement of his passing, 
with leaders praising his role in 
modernising Qatar, promoting 
regional peace and strengthen-
ing international partnerships.

UAE President HH Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
conveyed his deepest condo-
lences to HH the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
and the people of Qatar, praying 
that Allah grant the late Father 
Amir mercy and Paradise while 
giving strength and comfort to 
his family and the nation.

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah El Sisi described Sheikh 
Hamad’s passing as a great loss, 
extending heartfelt condolences 
to Qatar’s leadership and people 
while praying for the country’s 
continued security and stability.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II 
expressed his deepest sympa-
thies to the Qatari leadership 
and people, praying that Allah 
shower the late Father Amir 
with mercy and continue to pro-
tect Qatar.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said he received 
the news of Sheikh Hamad’s 
passing “with profound sor-
row”, describing him as “my 
dear friend”.

Erdogan said he had the hon-
our of working closely with the 
late Father Amir on numerous 
international issues and cred-
ited him with strengthening 
Turkish-Qatari political, com-
mercial, military, humanitarian 
and cultural ties.

“He sincerely worked for 
peace in the Islamic world, 
stability in the region and the 
prosperity of the Qatari people. 
These efforts will always be re-
membered,” Erdogan said.

Pakistan President Asif Ali 
Zardari praised Sheikh Hamad’s 
“leadership, vision and invalu-
able contributions” to Qatar’s 
progress and development, as 
well as his efforts to promote 

regional peace and cooperation.
Indian Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi described the late Fa-
ther Amir as “a visionary leader 
who guided Qatar to high levels 
of development and prosperity”.

“We remember him also as 
a true friend whom I had the 
honour of meeting during my 
last visit to Qatar in February 
2024,” Modi said, extending 
condolences to HH the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani, the royal family and the 
people of Qatar.

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim said Sheikh 
Hamad transformed Qatar into 
“a nation of global significance” 
during his 18 years as Amir.

“Under his leadership, Qatar 
achieved remarkable economic 
progress and emerged as an in-
fluential voice in regional and 
international affairs,” he said, 
describing the Father Amir as 
“a steadfast friend of Malaysia 
and a respected figure across 
the Muslim world”.

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun said Sheikh Hamad’s 
death represented “a great loss 
for Qatar, Lebanon and the Arab 
world”.

He recalled Qatar’s support 
for Lebanon following the 2006 
conflict, the reconstruction of 
villages and towns damaged by 
the war, and Sheikh Hamad’s 
sponsorship of the 2008 Doha 
Conference, which helped re-
store political stability in Leb-
anon.

GCC Secretary-General Jas-
sem Mohamed Albudaiwi said 
the late Father Amir was among 
the leaders who contributed 
with “sincerity and wisdom” to 
Qatar’s renaissance and com-
prehensive development.

He also praised Sheikh Ham-
ad’s efforts to strengthen Gulf 
cooperation and reinforce unity 
among GCC member states, say-
ing his commitment to regional 
security, stability and prosperity 
would be long remembered.

British Prime Minister David 
Cameron

US President Barack Obama shakes 
hands

With United Nations Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon

Indian Prime Minsiter Manmohan 
Singh

Spain’s King Juan Carlos (2L) and 
Queen Sofia (R) welcome the Emir

French President Francois Hollande

Sheikh Hamad and his wife Sheikha Moza 
bint Nasser Al-Missned (C) receive the 
World Cup trophy from Fifa President 
Joseph BlatteFormer US Secretary of State John KerryIndonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

Queen Elizabeth II 

India condemns 
attack on 
commercial 
vessel, seeks 
de-escalation
New Delhi

India yesterday con-
demned the attack on 

the commercial vessel 
GFS Galaxy off the coast 
of Oman, confirming 
that 10 of the 11 Indian 
nationals on board had 
been rescued while one 
Indian remained miss-
ing.

In a statement, the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said the In-
dian Embassy in Oman 
was closely monitoring 
the situation and coor-
dinating with Omani 
authorities involved in 
the ongoing search and 
rescue operation.

“We condemn the at-
tack on the commercial 
vessel GFS Galaxy off the 
coast of Oman, earlier 
today,” the ministry said.

It added that efforts 
were continuing to lo-
cate the missing Indian 
national and thanked 
the Omani authorities 
for their support in the 
rescue operation.

The MEA also  ex-
pressed concern over 
the escalating attacks on 
commercial shipping in 
the region, describing 
the incidents as “deeply 
worrisome”.

India reiterated its call 
for the immediate de-es-
calation of tensions and 
urged all parties to con-
clude ongoing negotia-
tions through diplomacy.

“We reiterate our call 
for immediate de-escala-
tion of tensions, and the 
conclusion of ongoing 
negotiations for a dip-
lomatic solution so that 
peace and stability can 
return to the region,” the 
statement said.

The ministry stressed 
that attacks on commer-
cial shipping and civil-
ian infrastructure must 
cease and called for the 
restoration of free and 
unhindered navigation 
through international 
waterways in accordance 
with international law.

“The targeting of com-
mercial shipping and ci-
vilian infrastructure in 
the region must end, and 
free and unimpeded nav-
igation and commerce 
through the internation-
al waterways in the re-
gion, in keeping with in-
ternational law, must be 
restored at the earliest,” 
the MEA said.

Israel elections 
to be held on 
October 27: 
parliament
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel will hold national 
elections on October 27, 

the last date allowed by law, 
its parliament said yester-
day, with the vote widely 
seen as a referendum on 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s leader-
ship since the Gaza war  
erupted.

The Knesset, as parlia-
ment is known, is set to end 
its current term on July 17, 
allowing the ruling coali-
tion to complete a full four-
year term for the first time 
in decades.

“Since the current Knes-
set is expected to serve its 
full term and the next gen-
eral election is already set 
by law for October 27, with 
no intention of shortening 
the legislature’s tenure, 
there is no need to enact 
a Knesset Dissolution Law 
in the usual sense,” parlia-
ment said in a statement.

Netanyahu, 76, is already 
the country’s longest-serv-
ing prime minister, having 
served multiple, non-con-
secutive terms, and has 
declared his intention to 
run again.

He has said he “intends 
to win” the election, setting 
the stage for what could be 
the defining contest of his 
political life.


