
Trump blasts Iran 
version of deal

Washington and Tehran offer conflicting accounts of a proposed agreement

• US outlines 
five key terms

• Nuclear programme 
remains contested

• Hormuz control 
sparks disagreement

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that Teh-
ran’s stated version of a 

deal on stopping the war is not 
what was agreed to, with the 
White House insisting Tehran 
would dismantle its nuclear pro-
gram.

The two sides released starkly 
different accounts of the pro-
posed agreement, with Tehran 
insisting on its right to enrich 
uranium and maintain control 
over the Strait of Hormuz.

“The terms that Iran leaked 
out to the Fake News have 
NOTHING to do with the terms 
that were agreed to, in writing,” 
Trump said in a post on his Truth 
Social network.

“What they said, including 
their weak and pathetic state-
ment on having a deal, bears no 
relation to the truth. Very dis-
honorable people to deal with,” 
Trump added.

“They better get their act to-
gether, and FAST!” Trump said in 
a statement on his Truth Social 
platform.

A senior Trump administra-
tion official said the Iranians had 
agreed to five key points in the 
deal.

“This is what they have agreed 
to. This is a performance-based 
deal,” the official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity.

According to the official, Iran’s 
nuclear material would be re-

moved and destroyed, and its 
nuclear programme dismantled.

The official also said that Ira-
nian frozen assets would remain 
inaccessible until agreed condi-
tions were met, that the Strait of 
Hormuz would remain open to 
international shipping, and that 
Iran would cease support for 
designated militant and terrorist 
groups.

However, Iran’s official news 
agency, IRNA, reported that the 
removal of Iran’s enriched nu-
clear material was not under dis-
cussion and that Tehran would 
continue to seek authority over 
navigation management in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

IRNA reported that, following 
an initial memorandum of un-
derstanding, Iran and the United 
States would hold 60 days of ne-
gotiations and that Iran’s urani-

um enrichment programme and 
existing enriched material would 
remain key issues in discussions 
toward a final agreement.

The dispute over the content 
of the proposed deal comes as 
both sides seek to demonstrate 
that their objectives have been 
advanced following the conflict 
that began after US and Israeli 
military operations against Iran 

on February 28.
Trump said on Thursday that 

the two sides had reached a 
“great settlement” that would be 
signed in Europe as soon as this 
weekend. Tehran said nothing 
had been finalized.

The US president has often 
announced an Iran peace deal 
is imminent only for nothing to 
emerge, with CNN calculating 
Trump has made the claim at 
least 39 times since March 23.

The network broadcast a 
montage of Trump repeatedly 
making the claim using the same  
phrases.

After a shaky ceasefire agree-
ment on April 7, Trump told AFP 
that the United States had won 
a “total and complete victory” 
but sporadic clashes have con-
tinued since then and a deal has 
remained elusive.

US deportation flight carrying 
Iranians bound for CAR
Deportees from multiple countries face uncertain futures in violence-hit Central African Republic

• Flight departed 
from Louisiana

• Includes Iranians, 
Afghans, Turks

• Lawyers raise human 
rights concerns

AFP | Washington

A US deportation flight 
headed to the Central Af-
rican Republic yesterday, 

lawyers said, carrying nationals 
from Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey 
and Georgia.

Such “third-country” depor-
tations, including of people with 
legal protections, have become 
a staple of US President Donald 
Trump’s crackdown on immi-
gration.

The US State Department ad-
visory for the impoverished, vi-
olence-wracked CAR reads: “Do 
not travel to Central African Re-
public for any reason.”

Trump has described Iran, 
with whom Washington is cur-

rently at war, as a “terrorist 
regime” but is nonetheless de-
porting nationals who have fled 
the country, including at least 
two Iranian women, their law-
yer said.

The Iranians had been granted 
“withholding of removal” -- a 
status that carries weaker rights 
than asylum but has been con-
sidered a “win” in immigration 
court under previous adminis-

trations.
“We fear they will ultimately 

be forced to return to the coun-
tries they originally fled,” as has 
repeatedly happened with oth-
er deportees sent across Africa, 

their attorney, Emily Trostle, told 
AFP.

The flight took off from Alex-
andria, Louisiana, on Thursday 
evening, according to the ICE 
Flight Monitor, affiliated with 
non-profit Human Rights First.

It made a scheduled stopover 
in Ghana -- which is itself a hub 
for third-country deportations 
-- just after 1300 GMT yester-
day, according to public flight  
data.

‘All of us of are migrants,’ pope says in Canary Islands
AFP | San Cristóbal de La Laguna

Pope Leo XIV told migrants 
at a reception centre on 

the Spanish island of Tenerife 
yesterday that “all of us are mi-
grants”, on the final day of a 
weeklong visit to Spain focused 
on the plight of irregular immi-
grants.

Tenerife is one of the Canary 
Islands in the Atlantic, which 
have become a gateway for tens 
of thousands of irregular arriv-
als seeking a better life in Eu-
rope.

The leader of the world’s 1.4 
billion Catholics is concluding 
his trip with a call for more help 
for migrants and action against 
traffickers, at a time when im-
migration remains a hot topic 
of political debate.

“In a sense, all of us are mi-
grants, for we are all pilgrims on 

our way to our heavenly home-
land,” he said in an address to 

hundreds of migrants at Las 
Raices (The Roots), a reception 
centre housed in a former mili-
tary barracks that was initially 
heavily criticised for overcrowd-
ing.

“Let us help make this journey 
more humane for everyone by 
contributing in whatever way 
we can,” he added.

The US-born pope is then ex-
pected to celebrate an open-air 
mass in the port of Santa Cruz 
de Tenerife in front of tens of 
thousands of people.

After visiting Madrid and Bar-
celona earlier in the week, the 
pope arrived in another island of 
the archipelago, Gran Canaria, 
on Thursday.

He condemned “indifference” 
towards migrants and cast a 

wreath into the sea at the port 
of Arguineguin to honour the 
thousands who have died trying 
to reach the Canaries.

“Human dignity has no pass-
port,” he said on the dockside 
before blessing a faded blue 
cross made of wood from a boat 
that migrants arrived on.

“Monsters lurk in these seas... 
traffickers who enslave women 
and children, and those whose 
indifference allows the poor to 
be swallowed up by exploitation 
or forgetfulness,” he said.

Nearly 1,200 people died or 
went missing travelling from 
Africa to the Canary Islands last 
year, according to the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion, making it one of the world’s 
deadliest migration routes.
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Fantastic to join chil-
dren on the #Interna-

tionalDayOfPlay. When 
children play, they con-
nect, they learn and they 
imagine.  By working 
together-governments, 
businesses, parents, and 
communities-we can and 
must ensure that every 
child, everywhere, can 
fulfill their right to play.

@unicefchief

Merci, President @
EmmanuelMacron 

, for convening leaders to 
discuss economic imbal-
ances. Global growth de-
pends on restoring energy 
supply, sustaining innova-
tion & reducing excessive 
imbalances. Adjustment 
starts at home with sound 
policies & succeeds when 
countries work together.

@KGeorgieva

The EU is engaged to 
support & coordinate 

the global response to Eb-
ola. I co-chaired a meeting 
with @WHO @AfricaCDC 
& African Ministers and 
partners to align our re-
sponse. Cooperation, hu-
manitarian access & swift 
action are essential to save 
lives & strengthen health 
security.

@hadjalahbib

Despite  important 
progress, 138 million 

children remain in child 
labour worldwide, includ-
ing nearly 54 million in 
hazardous work. Every 
child deserves to learn, 
play, grow and live a life 
free from violence. Let’s 
recommit to #EndChild-
Labour in all its forms.

@AminaJMohammed
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At least 2 Iranian 
women with 

withholding-of-
removal status were 
among the deportees 

on the flight bound for 
the Central African 

Republic

KNOW WHAT

China warns ‘spy turtles’ 
are fishing for sea secrets
AFP | Beijing

Foreign spies are fitting 
turtles and fish with sen-

sors to create underwater 
maps of China’s coastline, 
Beijing warned yesterday 
in apparent reference to its 
Western competitors.

In a social media post omi-
nously titled “Under the deep 
blue, undercurrents are surg-
ing”, the Ministry of State Se-
curity said international spy 
agencies are using “new types 
of espionage equipment” to 
steal sensitive marine data.

“Relatively large marine 
animals with sensors at-
tached have been discovered 
in certain waters of China,” 
the ministry said, in a section 
titled “spy turtles, spy fish”.

The clandestine creatures 

were found “swimming in a 
specific area, collecting sen-
sitive data about the marine 
environment such as water 
temperature, salinity and 
ocean current, transmitting 
it overseas via satellite”, it  
said.

Foreign groups also used 
solar-powered wave gliders, 
buoys with high-precision 
sensors, and devices loaded 
onto cargo ships capable of 
capturing “port dynamics” 
in real time, it added, without 
naming a particular agency.

The data collected would 
be used to create “underwa-
ter maps” that can “identify 
weak points in China’s coast-
al defences, posing a serious 
threat to China’s national 
security”, according to the 
ministry.

UN experts condemn crackdown on 
women by Afghan morality police
AFP | New York

A group of UN experts on 
Thursday denounced a 

crackdown on women in Af-
ghanistan’s western city of Her-
at, saying at least two people 
had been killed during a protest 
against the restrictions.

Herat’s morality police start-
ed arresting dozens of women 
on Saturday for not wearing the 
body-cloaking chador or burqa.

A protest against the meas-
ures on Tuesday was broken 
up by force and a boy was shot 
dead, the UN said, while wit-
nesses told AFP that security 
forces opened fire. Police have 
denied that any weapons were 
used.

In a statement Thursday, 10 
independent experts appointed 
by the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil said at least two people were 
killed and over 20 were wound-
ed.

“Allegations that women were 
detained for dress code viola-
tions are deeply concerning 
and may constitute arbitrary 
and unlawful detention, as it 
appears to penalise the exer-
cise of their right to freedom of 
expression and right to be free 
from gender discrimination,” 
the experts’ statement said.

“Equality, peaceful assem-
bly, freedom of expression and 
movement, and protection from 
arbitrary detention are funda-
mental rights,” it added.

The dress code is governed by 
the Ministry for the Propaga-
tion of Virtue and the Preven-

tion of Vice (PVPV), and women 
must be almost entirely covered 
when they leave home.

Many women wear a flowing 
abaya robe, a Muslim headscarf 
and a face covering, rather than 
a chador or burqa.

 MSF medic detained 
The women detained in Her-

at included a medical worker 
employed by Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF).

She was heading to work 
at Herat Regional Hospital’s 
paediatric ward when she was 
stopped by the morality police 
on Saturday and accused of fail-
ing to comply with the dress 
code, the NGO said.

The medic was held for two 
days and released after having 
to sign, together with her hus-
band and relatives, a written 

commitment to wear clothing 
mandated by the PVPV.

MSF “is outraged by the arrest 
and detention of one of its em-
ployees as part of the enforce-
ment of dress code require-
ments in the city”, the group 
said.

“This incident is not isolated. 
Women in Afghanistan already 
face very severe restrictions on 
movement and access to public 
life.”

The PVPV has not commented 
on the detention of women in 
Herat over dress code viola-
tions, despite requests for com-
ment from AFP.

However, the ministry’s de-
partment in Herat said new reg-
ulations had recently come into 
force and warned that violations 
could lead to detention or im-
prisonment.

Japan flagship rocket successfully 
lifts off after earlier failure

AFP | Tokyo

Japan’s flagship H3 rock-
et successfully blasted off 

yesterday, live footage showed, 
months after its previous mis-
sion to put a geolocation satel-
lite into orbit ended in failure.

The H3 was developed to 
boost the international com-
petitiveness of Japan’s rocket 
industry, and the country’s 
space agency has come under 
pressure to increase the suc-
cess rate of launches.

The rocket has been mooted 
as a rival to SpaceX’s Falcon 
9, and could one day deliver 
cargo to bases on the Moon.

Yesterday, the rocket -- 
which was carrying six small 

satellites -- lifted off at 9:53am 
local time from Tanegashima 
Space Center in southern Ja-
pan.

“The second-stage combus-
tion, action control and trajec-
tory are all normal,” the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(Jaxa) said in a live YouTube 
broadcast, about six minutes 
after blast-off.

The satellites loaded onto 
the rocket included Tokyo 
University of Science’s “Umit-
subame”, which observes the 
Earth and other targets with a 
high-performance camera, and 
Shizuoka University’s “Shi-
raito”, which is testing space 
debris capture technology, ac-
cording to Jaxa.

S. Korea’s ex-
president gets 
30 years over 
North Korea 
drone incident
AFP | Seoul

A South Korean court 
sentenced ex-president 

Yoon Suk Yeol to 30 years in 
prison yesterday for sending 
military drones into North 
Korea, saying he planned 
the action as pretext for his 
disastrous martial law dec-
laration in 2024.

The drone flights two 
months before Yoon sus-
pended civilian rule, had 
sparked anger in Pyong-
yang, which accused the 
South of dropping propa-
ganda leaflets as well.
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Anglo-Portuguese Treaty of Perpetual 
Alliance (world’s oldest still in existence) is 
signed in London between King Edward III 
of England and King Ferdinand I of Portugal

US House of 
Representatives passes 
the 14th Amendment 
(Civil Rights)

The last British 
troops leave the 
Suez Canal Zone in 
Egypt

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung 
meets North Korean dictator Kim Jong-il for 
the beginning of the first-ever inter-Korean 
summit in the northern capital of Pyongyang

US Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche (3L), alongside Secretary of Homeland Security Markwayne Mullin (4L), speaks 
during a press conference about safeguarding unaccompanied immigrant children in Washington, DC

US President Donald Trump speaks before signing a proclamation in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, DC

Pope Leo XIV greets migrants at the “Las Raices” (The Roots) centre in San 
Cristobal de la Laguna

US plans to slash fighter 
jets, warships to NATO 

in Europe: Report

AFP | Washington

The United States plans to 
slash the number of fight-

er jets and warships it pro-
vides to NATO in Europe, the 
New York Times reported on 
Thursday.

The reported cutbacks come 
as European nations race to 
bolster their defense capac-
ities since Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of  Ukraine  in 2022 
sparked fears that Moscow 
could attack a NATO country.

U S  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump has called the alliance 
a “paper tiger” and its mem-
bers “cowards” in frustration 
that they have not joined the 
US-Israeli war against Iran.

Washington plans to reduce 
the number of fighter jets it 
supplies to Europe by one 
third, cut all eight aerial refu-
eling tankers and reduce mar-
itime reconnaissance aircraft, 
the New York Times reported, 
citing two unidentified senior 
European officials.

Other assets to be reallocat-
ed include a missile-launching 
submarine, an aircraft carrier, 
a group of bomber aircraft and 
several jets and warships.

The US European Command 
said this month that it would 
reassess Washington’s con-
tributions to NATO to “ensure 
Europe takes primary respon-
sibility for its own convention-
al defense.”

Military personnel inspect US and British jets as they participate in the NATO 
Steadfast Defender 2021 exercise on board the aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth off the coast of Portugal

An Afghan burqa-clad woman walks past a Taliban security personnel standing 
guard outside a mosque in Shahrak-e-Almahdi, Jebrail district of Herat 
Province

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s H3 rocket is launched from the 
Tanegashima Space Center in Minamitane, Tanegashima island


