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Late Larin goal rescues 
Canada point
Co-hosts Canada were 
held to a 1–1 draw by 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
in their Group B opener 
at Toronto Stadium 
yesterday, after a match 
in which both sides 
created major chances 
but neither could find a 
winner. | P12

WHATSAPP
3844 4692

TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

MAIL
mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
newsofbahrain.com

FACEBOOK
/NewsofBahrain1

LINKEDIN
newsofbahrain

INSTAGRAM
newsofbahrain_

THREADS
newsofbahrain_

220 fils (includes VAT)

F r o m  t e n t a c l e s  t o  t e c h n o l o g y

Musk becomes 
world’s first 
trillionaire as 
SpaceX shares jump
New York, United States

Shares in Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX jumped as much 

as 30 percent on their trad-
ing debut Friday after the 
biggest IPO in history, mak-
ing the polarizing entrepre-
neur the world’s first tril-
lionaire as he vowed to take 
humanity to Mars.

The blockbuster ini-
tial public offering, which 
raised more than $75 bil-
lion, is expected to kick off 
a series of major IPOs by AI 
companies in the coming 
months.

Aviation vision 
takes flight

Bahrain showcases investments, digital reforms at Berlin Aviation Summit 2026

• Minister highlights 
digital transformation, 
sustainability and major 
aviation investments

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s aviation ambi-
tions took centre stage in 
Berlin, where the King-

dom highlighted major invest-
ments, industry partnerships 
and digital reforms aimed at 
strengthening its position as a 
regional transport and logistics 
hub.

Speaking at the Berlin Avia-
tion Summit 2026 and the Inter-
national Aerospace Exhibition 
(ILA Berlin) 2026, Transporta-
tion and Telecommunications 
Minister Dr Shaikh Abdulla 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa outlined 
Bahrain’s strategy to enhance 
the competitiveness and sus-
tainability of its aviation sector 
through technology, innovation 
and digital transformation.

The minister said Bahrain’s 
National Aviation Strategy is 
focused on creating an inte-
grated aviation ecosystem that 
improves global connectivity, 
streamlines procedures and 
boosts operational efficiency.

He highlighted the Kingdom’s 
progress in digitising aviation 
services and procedures, noting 
that faster aircraft registration 
and air operator certification 
processes have helped attract 
investment in aviation, logis-
tics and aircraft maintenance 
services.

Among the major develop-

ments showcased was an agree-
ment between DHL and Bahrain 
Airport Company to establish 
the Middle East’s largest mod-
ern aircraft maintenance, repair 
and overhaul (MRO) hangar at 
Bahrain International Airport.

Dr Shaikh Abdulla also point-
ed to cooperation with AirAsia 
aimed at positioning Bahrain as 
a regional hub for the airline’s 
Middle East operations, further 
strengthening the Kingdom’s 
air connectivity and supporting 
long-term sector growth.

He said Bahrain remains com-
mitted to expanding interna-

tional partnerships and adopt-
ing advanced technologies to 
support the future development 
of the aviation industry and re-
inforce its role as a trusted re-
gional centre for air transport 
and logistics services.

The minister added that on-
going efforts to modernise the 
sector are helping create new 
opportunities for investment, 
enhance service efficiency and 
support Bahrain’s broader eco-
nomic development goals.

Bahrain was the first 
Gulf country to operate 

an international airport, 
welcoming its first com-
mercial flight in 1932.

KNOW

BETTER

CBB opens 
applications 
for second 
GP15 graduate 
programme

TDT | Manama

The Central Bank of 
Bahrain (CBB) has an-

nounced the opening of 
applications for the sec-
ond cohort of its Graduate 
Development Programme, 
GP15, with registration set to 
run from June 15 to July 31.

Applications will be ac-
cepted through the CBB’s 
official channels, with suc-
cessful candidates joining 
a structured training pro-
gramme aimed at support-
ing the Kingdom’s efforts 
to build a highly skilled na-
tional workforce.

Further details on eligi-
bility criteria and the appli-
cation process are available 
through the CBB’s official 
platforms.

U.S. Navy warships and air assets continue to patrol regional waters enforcing the blockade against Iran. As of today, U.S. forces have redirected 136 commercial vessels and disabled 9 to ensure compliance.

Israeli, Palestinian 
groups urge G7 
support for two-
state solution

AFP | Paris, France

Palestinian and Israe-
li civil society groups 

urged support for a two-
state solution, saying “the 
window of opportunity” 
was closing, as they met in 
Paris  yesterday. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, one of the most right-
wing in Israel’s history, ve-
hemently opposes the emer-
gence of a sovereign and 
fully independent Pales-
tinian state in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza, and is 
working on the ground to 
undermine the possibility of 
a two-state solution.

The Paris meeting came 
ahead of a G7 summit in the 
French town of Evian-les-
Bains next week and was 
attended by the EU’s foreign 
policy chief Kaja Kallas as 
well as ministers from Bra-
zil, Canada, the United Arab 
Emirates and Turkey.

In a statement, represent-
atives of Palestinian and 
Israeli civil society groups 
called on G7 leaders to ur-
gently take action.

“Israelis and Palestinians 
alike remain trapped in fear, 
insecurity, and trauma,” 
they said.

US official sees ’80-
85%’ likelihood of 
Iran deal
Washington, United States

The United States is "80 
to 85 percent" confident 

of signing a peace deal with 
Iran in the coming days, a 
senior official in President 
Donald Trump's adminis-
tration said yesterday. 

The deal would involve 
"significant" sanctions re-
lief and the unfreezing of 
Iranian assets, in exchange 
for Iran agreeing to disman-
tle its nuclear program and 
hand over its nuclear mate-
rial, the official said.

"I feel very good about the 
deal. I think the president 
has gotten to a very good 
spot," the senior official told 
reporters in a call, speaking 
on condition of anonymity.

AI replaces Paul the Octopus for 2026 World Cup tips
AFP | Paris, France

ChatGPT and Claude are bet-
ting on Spain. Le Chat from 

France's Mistral reckons Les 
Bleus will clinch it. And Chi-
na's DeepSeek and Qwen have 
a fondness for Argentina.

The 2026 World Cup is the 
first with widely available gen-
erative AI chatbots, and fans and 
researchers alike are turning to 
the systems in a bid to predict 
the final victors.

This year's fad for non-hu-
man answers recalls Paul the 
Octopus, the cephalopod who 
divined winning teams by eating 
from food containers marked 

with their flags during the 2010 
contest.

With OpenAI's ChatGPT re-
leased to the public only on No-
vember 30, 2022 -- in the midst 
of the last World Cup in Qatar 
-- few outside Silicon Valley 

had generative AI 
on their radar during 
Argentina's ascent to 
the title.

But institutions from banks 
to universities are today testing 
out generative AI systems' foot-

ball foresight. Bank of America 
analysts found that their Micro-
soft CoPilot chatbot favoured 
Spain equally with France, who 
were tipped by around 40 per-
cent of fans.

Meanwhile tech news site 
Tom's Guide asked Google's 
Gemini, ChatGPT and Perplexi-
ty -- with Spain predicted as the 
winners each time, and France 
as the second pick in each case.

Another news site, Decrypt, 
received similar results from 
western chatbots like ChatGPT 
and Anthropic's Claude -- but 
found that Chinese competi-
tors DeepSeek and Qwen both 
tipped Argentina.
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Bahrain, Kuwait explore 
stronger investment ties

• The meeting 
reviewed ways to further 
strengthen collaboration 
in the economic and 
investment fields

TDT | Kuwait

Bahrain and Kuwait have ex-
plored new opportunities to 

expand economic and invest-
ment cooperation, as officials 
from the two countries met to 
discuss ways of strengthening 
their strategic partnership.

The discussions took place 
during a meeting between Ku-
wait’s Minister of State for 
Economic Affairs and Invest-
ment, Abdulaziz Nasser Al 
Marzooq, and Bahrain’s Ambas-
sador to Kuwait, Salah Ali Al  
Malki.

Ambassador Al Malki high-
lighted the deep-rooted rela-
tions between Bahrain and Ku-
wait and the broad cooperation 
linking the two countries across 
various sectors.

He said bilateral ties contin-
ue to grow under the leader-
ship of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa and His 

Highness Sheikh Mishal Al Ah-
mad Al Jaber Al Sabah, Amir 
of Kuwait, with the support 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, and His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Khalid Al Ham-
ad Al Sabah, Crown Prince of  
Kuwait.

The meeting reviewed ways to 
further strengthen collaboration 
in the economic and investment 
fields, supporting the strategic 
partnership between the two 
countries and advancing their 
shared development goals and  
aspirations.

Defence minister holds NATO talks
TDT | Manama

Bahrain and NATO have re-
viewed ways to strengthen 

cooperation and coordination 
during a meeting between De-
fence Affairs Minister Lieu-
tenant General Abdullah bin 
Hassan Al Nuaimi and Javier 
Colomina, NATO Secretary Gen-
eral’s Special Representative for 
the Southern Neighbourhood.

The discussions focused on 
existing ties between Bahrain 
and the alliance, as well as op-
portunities to further enhance 
collaboration in areas of mutual 
interest.

Both sides also exchanged 
views on ongoing cooperation 

and reaffirmed the importance 
of continued coordination in 

support of shared objectives.

GCC military official honoured at farewell meeting
TDT | Manama

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant 

General Theyab bin Saqr Al 
Nuaimi has praised the contri-
butions of Major General Eisa 
Rashid Al Mohannadi during a 
farewell meeting marking the 
end of his tenure as Assistant 
Secretary for Military Affairs 

at the GCC General Secretariat.
During the meeting, Lt Gen 

Al Nuaimi commended Maj 
Gen Al Mohannadi’s efforts 
and role in supporting joint 
Gulf military cooperation.

He also wished him contin-
ued success in his future as-
signments and the next stage 
of his career.

Aspire Gymnastics Academy celebrates major wins in Dubai and Bahrain competitions

TDT | Manama

Aspire Gymnastics Academy 
Bahrain celebrated an out-

standing season after its gym-
nasts achieved strong results in 
two major competitions held in 

May 2026. The academy first 
took part in the Dubai Open for 
Gymnastics Academies, known 
as DOGA, on May 17 in Dubai, 
marking its second participa-
tion in the event. Aspire gym-
nasts competed in USAG Lev-

els 1, 2, 3 and 4 across floor, 
vault, beam and bars, winning 
13 gold, 11 silver and 19 bronze  
medals.

Following this achievement, 
Aspire hosted the Inter-Bahrain 
Artistic Gymnastics Competi-

tion 2026 on May 30, bringing 
together 150 gymnasts from six 
leading clubs and one school in 
Bahrain. The competition fol-
lowed USAG and FIG standards 
and was judged by qualified of-
ficials, including judges from the 

Saudi Arabian Gymnastics Fed-
eration and experienced judges 
from Europe.

To mark the occasion, As-
pire held a victory celebration 
at the academy on June 11, 
attended by famous Bahraini 

influencer Gee Alshayeb, who 
congratulated the gymnasts, 
presented special gifts and en-
couraged the young athletes to 
continue working towards their 
dreams with confidence and  
discipline.

Khalifa Bin Salman Port climbs to 19th globally in container port rankings
TDT | Manama

Khalifa Bin Salman Port has 
advanced to 19th place 

worldwide in the latest Con-
tainer Port Performance Index 
(CPPI), placing it among the 
world’s top-performing con-
tainer ports and marking a sig-
nificant milestone for Bahrain’s 
maritime sector.

The port, operated by APM 
Terminals Bahrain, was also 
recognised as one of the top five 
ports globally for improvements 
in operational efficiency during 

the assessment period.
The annual CPPI, published by 

the World Bank and S&P Global 

Market Intelligence, is an inde-
pendent global benchmark that 
measures the efficiency of con-

tainer ports. The index assesses 
the total time vessels spend in 
port, from arrival to departure, 
while accounting for differenc-
es in vessel size and shipping 
operations.

APM Terminals Bahrain said 
the result reflects close coopera-
tion among stakeholders across 
the port community, including 
the Ministry of Transporta-
tion and Telecommunications, 
the Ports and Maritime Affairs 
Directorate, Customs Affairs, 
maritime service providers and 
logistics partners.

Several mosque development and service projects in the Northern 
Governorate’s Tenth District have received approval from the Sunni 
Endowments Administration, according to MP Jameel Mulla Hassan following 
a meeting with officials. The MP said discussions focused on the needs of 
mosques and community projects in the district, resulting in a number of 
decisions aimed at enhancing services for residents and worshippers.
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Smoking raises 
cancer rates among 

both men and 
women, so it is better 

to quit it fully
DR WAFA AJOOR, VICE PRESIDENT OF 

THE BAHRAIN CANCER SOCIETY

Think shisha is 
safer? Think again

One shisha session, 120 cigarettes: Experts sound alarm

• 23% of adults 
still smoke

• Passive smoke 
harms non-smokers

• Flavoured products 
fuel addiction

Mohammed Darwish

TDT | Manama

A single shisha ses-
sion can expose 
smokers to as 

much smoke as around 
120 cigarettes, health 
experts have warned, 
as they raised con-
c e r n s  o v e r  t h e 
growing cancer 
risks linked to 
tobacco use 
in Bahrain.

Dr Wafa 
A j o o r , 

vice president of 
the Bahrain Can-
cer Society, said 
smoking in all its 
forms remains a 

major cause of 
preventa-

b l e  c a n-
cer  and 
warned 
against 
the com-

mon belief that shisha is a safer 
alternative to cigarettes.

“Smoking raises cancer rates 
among both men and women, 
so it is better to quit it fully,” 
she said.

According to Dr Ajoor, smok-
ing is linked to several types 
of cancer, including lung and 
cervical cancer. She added 
that young women who smoke 
shisha may face addition-
al health risks, including in-
creased exposure to the human 
papillomavirus (HPV).

She said around 23 per cent 
of adults are smokers and urged 
users to seek help to quit, noting 
that nicotine replacement ther-
apies such as gum and patch-
es can improve the chances of 
success.

But the dangers do not end 
with smokers themselves.

Dr Ajoor warned that passive 
smoking continues to threat-
en the health of non-smokers, 
particularly children and fam-
ilies exposed to tobacco smoke 

in public places and enclosed 
areas.

She called for tighter enforce-
ment of anti-smoking measures 
in indoor spaces, parks and fam-
ily venues, while urging author-
ities to ensure designated smok-
ing areas are available to re-
duce exposure to second-hand 
smoke.

Dr Kadhem Al Halwachi, a 
smoking cessation specialist 
and member of the Bahrain 
Health Friends Society, said 
the most effective way to avoid 
tobacco-related diseases was 
never to start smoking in the 
first place.

He said anti-smoking 
awareness campaigns re-
main crucial, particularly 
as shisha and electronic 
cigarettes gain popularity 
among younger age groups.

“The message has not 
changed,” he said. “The best 
protection is to stay away from 
tobacco products altogether.”

Dr Al Halwachi noted that 
flavoured shisha 

and e-cigarette products, of-

ten marketed with fruit 
and sweet flavours, 
can make smoking ap-
pear harmless while 
increasing the risk of 
addiction.

He said the Bahrain 
Health Friends Soci-
ety continues to work 
with schools, students 

and the wider commu-
nity to raise awareness 

about the health conse-
quences of tobacco use. The 

society has also engaged with 
MPs and legislators on meas-
ures aimed at reducing smoking 
rates.

Both experts stressed that 
second-hand smoke carries se-
rious health risks and can affect 
the wellbeing and quality of 
life of people who have never 
smoked.

Their message was clear: 
whether it comes from ciga-
rettes, shisha or electronic de-
vices, tobacco smoke remains 
a major threat to public health.

MP condemns drone attack 
that injured child in Bahrain

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

An Iranian drone attack that 
injured an 11-year-old girl 

and damaged homes and vehi-
cles in Bahrain has been strong-
ly condemned by MP Ahmed Al 
Salloom, who described it as a 
direct assault on the Kingdom’s 
sovereignty and the safety of its 
people.

Mr Al Salloom, chairman 
of Parliament’s Financial and 
Economic Affairs Committee, 
said the incident highlighted 
the dangers posed to civilians 
when attacks reach populat-
ed areas.

T h e 
girl was 
injured 
w h e n 

debris fell from drones that had 
been intercepted and destroyed. 
Several homes and vehicles 
were also damaged.

He said the attack constitut-
ed a violation of internation-
al law, established norms and 
humanitarian values, warning 
that civilians and residential 
neighbourhoods must never be 
placed at risk.

Mr Al Salloom praised the 
Bahrain Defence Force, Nation-
al Guard, Interior Ministry, Civil 
Defence and health teams for 
their swift response to the in-
cident.

He said their preparedness 
helped protect lives, limit dam-
age and manage the aftermath 
effectively.

The MP stressed that such at-
tacks would not undermine Bah-
rain’s unity, noting that citizens 
would continue to stand behind 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

He added that Bahrain’s se-
curity and stability remain es-
sential to economic develop-
ment and regional prosperity, 
warning that threats against the 
Kingdom also pose risks to wid-
er regional security.

Mr Al Salloom called on the 
international community to take 
a firm stance against attacks 
targeting civilians and to hold 
accountable those responsi-
ble for destabilising states and 
threatening public safety.

He said Bahrain would re-
main resilient through the unity 
of its people and the strength of 
its national institutions.

An image released by the Ministry of Interior shows the 
aftermath of the June 10 incident.

Ahmed Al 
Salloom, MP

Viral clips of animal cruelty 
spark police action

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A man accused of abusing 
animals in a series of viral 

videos has been arrested and 
will be referred to the Public 
Prosecution following a com-
plaint filed by the Bahrain 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals.

The videos, widely shared 
on social media, allegedly 
show the same individual mis-
treating animals on separate 
occasions, prompting a wave of 
public complaints and concern 
over what animal welfare ad-
vocates described as a pattern 
of abusive behaviour.

One clip appeared to show 
the man holding a cat by the 
neck before throwing it at a 
parked car while laughing. An-
other video showed him alleg-
edly pursuing a dog at speed in 
his vehicle.

Mahmood Faraj, chairman 
of the Bahrain Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals, said the organisation 
reported the matter to police 
after receiving numerous com-
plaints from members of the 
public who had viewed the 
footage.

He praised the authorities 
for their swift response, saying 
the case was treated seriously 
and resulted in the suspect’s 
arrest pending further legal 
action.

The videos sparked wide-
spread outrage among animal 
welfare supporters, who urged 
authorities to take action 
against those responsible for 
harming animals.

Mr Faraj stressed that Bah-
rain’s laws prohibit the abuse 
and mistreatment of animals 
and called for greater public 
awareness of the importance 
of treating animals with care 
and responsibility.

He added that the society 
would continue to monitor 
the case and cooperate with 
the relevant authorities to en-
sure the law is enforced and 
animals are protected from 
cruelty.

Mahmood Faraj, chairman of the 
Bahrain Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals



04
SATURDAY, JUNE 13,  2026

These centres play 
a central role in 

providing daytime 
and social care to 

senior citizens in the 
Kingdom

MOHAMMED AL OLAIWI, MP

Muharraq is regard-
ed as the cradle of 

Bahrain’s traditional 
culture, known for its 

historic houses, souqs 
and architecture.

KNOW

BETTER

Kerala and Puducherry tourism walls unveiled at India Embassy
• Showcases tourism 
attractions, cultural 
heritage and signature 
products from the 
two Indian regions

TDT | Manama

The Embassy of India in Bah-
rain inaugurated dedicated 

Kerala and Puducherry Tour-
ism and One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP) walls at its Consular 
Hall, highlighting the tourism 
potential, cultural heritage and 
unique products of the two In-
dian regions.

Ambassador of India to 
Bahrain, H.E. Vinod K. Jacob, 
unveiled the walls in the pres-
ence of members of the Kerala 
community in the Kingdom. 
The displays feature prominent 
tourist attractions and a range 
of products identified under In-

dia's One District One Product 
(ODOP) initiative.

Addressing the gathering in 
Malayalam and Tamil, Ambas-
sador Jacob said the month-
long focus on Kerala and Pudu-
cherry would provide Indians 

in Bahrain and friends of India 
with an opportunity to discover 
the rich cultural heritage, tour-
ism offerings and commercial 
prospects of both regions.

Counsellor Rajiv Kumar 
Mishra delivered remarks in 
French, reflecting Puducherry’s 
longstanding cultural and his-
torical connections with France. 

The initiative forms part of 
the Embassy’s ‘Focus State/
Union Territory’ pro-
gramme, under which a 
selected Indian state or 

union territory is promoted in 
Bahrain for a period of one to 
two months. Previous editions 
have showcased Rajasthan, 
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Karna-
taka, Odisha, Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Ta-
mil Nadu, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Uttarakhand, Haryana, Delhi, 
Maharashtra and Goa.

Often referred to as “God’s 
Own Country,” Kerala is re-
nowned for its scenic backwa-
ters, beaches, hill stations and 
lush landscapes. The state is 
also known for its high litera-
cy rate, quality healthcare, vi-
brant cultural traditions such 
as Kathakali and Mohiniyat-
tam, Ayurveda, traditional boat 
races and distinctive cuisine. It 
is among India’s leading pro-
ducers of spices, rubber and 
coconuts.

Puducherry, meanwhile, is 
celebrated for its French colo-
nial heritage, reflected in its ar-
chitecture, cuisine and culture. 
Attractions such as the French 
Quarter, colonial-era buildings, 
beaches, Sri Aurobindo Ashram 
a n d  Au ro -
ville 

continue to draw visitors seek-
ing culture, spirituality and sus-
tainable living experiences.

The Embassy also highlight-
ed Bharat Innovates 2026, a 
flagship initiative of India’s 
Ministry of Education, which is 
scheduled to take place in Nice, 
France, from June 14 to 16. Pro-
motional materials and banners 
for the event were displayed at 
the Consular Hall.

Ambassador Jacob thanked 
Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam 
(BKS) for supporting the Em-
bassy in sourcing the ODOP 
products showcased during the 
exhibition. BKS also organised 
colourful cultural performanc-
es and presented a variety of 
traditional cuisines as part of 

the inauguration cel-
ebrations.

They should not be left alone     
Parliament supports funding lifeline for day-care centres serving senior citizens

• Proposal calls 
for restoring annual 
government funding for 
elderly care centres.

• Centres provide 
daytime care, 
social support and 
community engagement 
programmes for 
senior citizens.

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A funding lifeline could be 
on the way for Bahrain’s 
13 elderly day-care cen-

tres after MPs backed a proposal 
to restore annual government 
support for the facilities.

Parliament’s Services Com-
mittee unanimously approved 
the proposal, which calls on the 
government to direct the Min-
istry of Social Development to 
reinstate yearly financial aid for 
centres caring for older parents 
and senior citizens across the 
Kingdom.

The proposal was submitted 
by MP Mohammed Al Olaiwi, 
who said the loss of funding 
had left the centres under 
increasing pressure as 
operating costs rise and 
demand for services 
grows.

He said the aid was 
needed to ensure the 
centres could continue 
providing care, health, 
family and social ser-
vices to a group that 
represents an important 
part of Bahraini society.

Mr Al Olaiwi noted that the 13 
centres and societies had contin-
ued their work despite the sus-
pension of government support 
years ago, providing care, social 
assistance and humanitarian 
services to elderly citizens.

He said the centres give older 
people a place suited to their 

needs without cut-

ting them off from family and 
social life by placing them in 
residential homes. Instead, they 
help senior citizens remain 
part of family and communi-
ty life while benefiting from 
programmes tailored to their  
needs.

Their work includes care pro-
grammes, activities, workshops, 
family support, health services 
and social initiatives, while op-
erating through a community 

partnership model that brings 
together government bodies, 

civil society organisations 
and the private sector.

Mr Al Olaiwi said 
the centres also allow 
society to continue 
benefiting from the 
experience and con-
tributions of older 
citizens,  helping 
them remain active 

and engaged in their commu-
nities.

In comments submitted to 
the committee, Social Develop-
ment Minister Osama Al Alawi 
said the ministry appreciated 
the proposal and the concern it 
reflected for services aimed at 
older people.

He said the ministry was re-
viewing support provided to civ-
il society organisations to ensure 
it complies with legal, adminis-
trative and financial regulations, 
while guaranteeing that public 
funds are distributed fairly and 
achieve their intended social 
impact.

Mr Al Alawi added that the 
ministry remained committed 
to working with Parliament on 
initiatives that serve citizens, 
strengthen social services and 
ensure their long-term sustain-
ability.

Hunt for parking in Historic Muharraq
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Muharraq Municipal Coun-
cil has reviewed plans to 

organise parking in Historic 
Muharraq and called for faster 
progress on the Dair and Sama-
heej coast project.

The council, chaired by Ab-
dulaziz Al Naar, discussed a 
number of service and develop-
ment issues and followed up on 
earlier recommendations con-
cerning public facilities across 
the governorate.

Members said the parking 
plan was needed to support His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa’s Historic Muhar-
raq project, which has helped 
showcase the city’s heritage and 
attracted growing cultural and 
tourism interest.

C o u n c i l -
l o r s 

stressed that improved infra-
structure and basic services 
must keep pace with the area’s 
development, including the pro-
vision of sufficient parking for 
residents, businesses, visitors 
and heritage sites.

Muharraq Souq was high-
l ighted as  a  key 

concern due to the increasing 
number of shoppers and tourists 
visiting the area.

The meeting also reviewed 
the latest developments on the 
Dair and Samaheej coast pro-
ject, with councillors urging the 
relevant authorities to acceler-
ate implementation.

Members said the waterfront 
scheme would provide addi-
tional public space for residents 
and improve access to the sea, 
enhancing recreational oppor-
tunities across the governorate.

The council also welcomed 
royal directives that led to a 
number of beaches and coastal 
sites being opened for public 
use.

Councillors noted that res-
idents of Dair and Samaheej 
were closely following the pro-
ject because of the facilities and 

amenities expected to be intro-
duced along the waterfront.

Mr Al Naar said the council 
would continue to monitor pro-
jects and recommendations that 
represent priorities for Muhar-
raq residents.

Abdulaziz Al Naar, Chairman of 
Muharraq Municipal Council 

Northern Governor discusses 
support for autism community

TDT | Manama

Northern Governor Has-
san Abdullah Mohammed 

Al Madani has reaffirmed the 
governorate’s commitment to 
supporting individuals with 
autism spectrum disorder and 
their families during a meeting 
with officials and members of 
the Bahrain Autism Society.

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Northern Governor 
Brigadier Abdullah Ali Rashid 
Maanter and focused on ways 
to strengthen cooperation 
and address challenges facing 
people with autism and their 
families.

Mr Al Madani praised the 
Bahrain Autism Society for 

its voluntary and humani-
tarian efforts, highlighting 
its role in raising awareness 
and supporting individu-
als with autism across the  
Kingdom.

He also commended the 
ongoing partnership between 
the governorate and the soci-
ety, stressing the importance 
of continued collaboration to 
enhance services and support 
programmes.

For his part, the head of 
the Bahrain Autism Society 
thanked the Northern Gov-
ernorate for its support and 
expressed the society’s com-
mitment to expanding coop-
eration and launching further 
joint initiatives.
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Around 70–80% of the world’s 
internationally traded crude 
oil is priced against the Brent 

benchmark, even though Brent 
comes from a relatively small 

group of oil fields in the North Sea. 
This makes Brent crude the most 
influential oil price benchmark in 

the global market.

KNOW WHAT

NBB hands over first villa 
in 2026 Thara’a draw

Announces cash prizes worth $1 million for 100 winners

TDT | Manama

The National Bank of Bah-
rain (NBB) has officially 
announced the winners 

of its highly anticipated May 
Thara’a Prize Account draw. 
The latest raffle awards the 
first luxury seafront villa of 
the 2026 campaign, alongside 
a substantial total cash prize of 
USD 1 Million distributed to 100 
lucky winners, each receiving 
USD 10,000.

The grand prize winner Sha-
heen Kauser Mohamed was 
presented with a seafront villa 
located within the luxurious 
Al Naseem community in Di-
yar Al Muharraq. To mark the 
occasion, NBB hosted a special 
handover event at the villa on 

11 June, offering the winner and 
their family the opportunity to 
experience their future home 
firsthand. The celebration al-
lowed the family to spend time 
within the property and create 
lasting memories in their new 
residence. 

The draw was conducted 
under the supervision of rep-
resentatives from the Minis-
try of Industry and Commerce 
(MOIC), alongside the Bank’s 
internal and external auditors to 
ensure regulatory transparency.

Commenting on the an-

nouncement, Subah Abdullatif 
Al Zayani, Chief Executive – Re-
tail Banking at NBB, said, “Many 
aspire to live in a seafront home 
within a fully integrated com-
munity, and with Thara’a Ac-
count, this dream has become 
more attainable and accessible 
to everyone. All you need to 
do is open a Thara’a Account 
within minutes through the NBB 
App and start saving towards 
achieving this goal. In line with 
our commitment to increase the 
number of grand prize winners, 
we had also introduced cash 

prizes worth USD 1 million for 
100 winners.”

The full list of winners is 
available across the Bank’s of-
ficial online channels, with the 
complete draw schedule avail-
able on nbbonline.com. NBB 
encourages customers to start 
saving by depositing into their 
Thara’a accounts to qualify for 
the remaining draws award-
ing five villas and exciting cash 
prizes. Customers can open 
their accounts through the NBB 
App or by visiting any of the 
Bank’s branches. 

For more information re-
garding the Thara’a Prize Ac-
count and upcoming draws, 
please visit nbbonline.com, 
call 1721 4433, or visit any NBB  
branch. 

Sixteen firms 
bid for BD2.3m-

BD5.5m 
Khaldiya Sports 

Club upgrade
TDT | Manama

Sixteen com-
panies have 

s u b m i t t e d 
bids worth be-
tween BD2.334 
mil l ion and 
BD5.501 mil-
l ion for the 
f i r s t  p h a s e 
of a project 
t o  r e d e v e l -
op Khaldiya 
Sports  Club 
in Isa Town, 
according to 
Tender Board 
records.

The tender, 
issued by the 
General Sports Authority, 
covers the construction of 
new sports and service fa-
cilities, including a natural 
grass football pitch, an artifi-
cial football pitch, dedicated 
buildings for the first team 
and youth teams, as well as 
roads, landscaping, boundary 
walls and related infrastruc-
ture works.

The project also includes 
mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing works for the new 
buildings and will be imple-
mented in accordance with 
FIFA standards and approved 
specifications.

Among the companies 

bidding for 
t h e  c o n -
t ra c t  a re 
M o h a m -
med Jalal 
Contract-
ing,  Zae-
don Build-
ing Mate-
rials, Dar 
Al Khaleej 
T r a d i n g 
and Con-
t r a c t i n g , 
S a r a y a 
C o n -
t r a c t o r s , 
A h m e d 
M a n s o o r 
Al Aali, Al-
m o a y y e d 

Contracting, Aseeri Engi-
neering and Construction, 
and Sayed Kadhem Al Durazi 
and Sons.

Located within Shaikh Isa 
Sports City, Khaldiya Sports 
Club is part of a major sports 
complex that includes Bah-
rain National Stadium, Isa 
bin Rashid Sports Halls and 
the Bahrain Football Associ-
ation headquarters.

The project forms part 
of wider efforts to upgrade 
sports infrastructure and 
enhance facilities for youth 
development, training pro-
grammes and first-team ac-
tivities.

Wall Street wobbles as SpaceX shares 
launch, oil slides on Mideast deal hopes

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Wall Street opened mixed 
yesterday, when SpaceX 

was set to begin trading follow-
ing world's largest initial public 
offering, while oil prices slid on 
hopes of an agreement to end 
the Middle East war.

SpaceX priced more than 555 
million shares at $135 each in 
a filing with the US markets 
regulator on Thursday, placing 

the company in the top 10 of 
Wall Street's biggest firms with 
a valuation of just under $1.8 
trillion -- ahead of Tesla, Face-
book-owner Meta and Walmart.

Briefing.com analyst Patrick 
O'Hare said before markets 
opened that the SpaceX shares 
were expected to soar from 
the IPO price when they begin 

trading later in the morning, 
because the offer was heavily 
oversubscribed.

"But just how high it goes is 
the great unknown, along with 
how the performance of the 
stock might direct things for 
the broader market," he said.

The Nasdaq, on which SpaceX 
shares are listed, dipped at the 

start of trading, while the Dow 
and S&P 500 edged higher.

The drop in oil prices to under 
$90 per barrel also helped boost 
sentiment in equities markets.

US President Donald Trump 
claimed on Thursday an agree-
ment to end the Middle East 
war could be signed in days and 
cancelled threatened strikes, al-
though Iran's position remained 
unclear.Iran's foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
Tehran "had not reached a final 
conclusion on the agreement".

The country's state media 
said that under a draft agree-
ment with the United States, 
Tehran would not give up con-
trol over the strategic Strait of  
Hormuz. Europe's main mar-
kets gained more than 1% in 
afternoon trading, following big 
gains in Asia."Investors were 
in a buoyant mood as hopes of 
a peace deal between the US 
and Iran were revived, having 
seemingly dropped off the table 
earlier in the week," said Dan 
Coatsworth, head of markets 
at AJ Bell.

Key figures around 1330 GMT
Brent North Sea Crude:   2.4% at $88.18 a barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   2.8% at $85.26 a barrel

New York - Dow:    0.7% at 51,180.18 points

New York - S&P 500:    0.2% at 7,405.84

Nasdaq Composite:   0.2% at 24,524.64

London - FTSE 100:    1.2% at 10,426.86

Paris - CAC 40:   1.7% at 8,339.10

Frankfurt - DAX:    1.3% at 24,524.64

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   P 2.8% at 66,020.04 (close)

Hang Seng Index:    1.9% at 24,718.10 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:    1.1% at 4,031.51 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1578 from $1.1579 on Thursday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3414 from $1.3418

Dollar/yen:    at 160.21 yen from 159.78 yen

Euro/pound:    at 86.32 pence from 86.29 pence

Naseej submits top BD19.4m 
bid for 2,500-home Madinat 

Khalifa project
TDT | Manama 

Naseej has submitted a 
BD19.358 million bid for 

a state-owned plot in Mad-
inat Khalifa earmarked for 
a 2,500-home housing pro-
ject, outbidding Almoayyed’s 
BD11.496 million offer, ac-
cording to Tender Board re-
cords.

The two companies were 
the only bidders to qualify 
for the project, which is be-
ing tendered under the Gov-
ernment Land Development 
Rights Programme.

Under the scheme, the 
winning developer will pur-
chase the land and take re-
sponsibility for designing, 
financing, constructing, mar-
keting and selling the homes, 
as well as delivering the sup-
porting roads, utilities and 
infrastructure.

The homes will be offered 
to buyers eli-

gible for 
t h e 

Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Planning’s housing 
finance programmes and 
must comply with approved 
pricing requirements.

Tender documents state 
that the final award will be 
determined through a lim-
ited auction between the 
qualified bidders, with the 
contract going to the devel-
oper offering the highest 
land value while meeting all 
agreed project conditions.

The Madinat Khalifa de-
velopment forms part of 
broader efforts to accelerate 
housing delivery through 
private-sector participation 
and provide more housing 
options for citizens on wait-
ing lists.

The Government Land 
Development Rights Pro-
gramme enables private 
developers to build housing 
projects on government land 
and market the units to eligi-
ble citizens through financ-
ing schemes such as Tasheel 

and Mazaya.

The grand prize winner Shaheen Kauser Mo-
hamed was presented with a seafront villa locat-
ed within the luxurious Al Naseem community in 

Diyar Al Muharraq. 

T e n d e r  s t o r i e s

By Mohammed Darwish



Trump blasts Iran 
version of deal

Washington and Tehran offer conflicting accounts of a proposed agreement

• US outlines 
five key terms

• Nuclear programme 
remains contested

• Hormuz control 
sparks disagreement

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that Teh-
ran’s stated version of a 

deal on stopping the war is not 
what was agreed to, with the 
White House insisting Tehran 
would dismantle its nuclear pro-
gram.

The two sides released starkly 
different accounts of the pro-
posed agreement, with Tehran 
insisting on its right to enrich 
uranium and maintain control 
over the Strait of Hormuz.

“The terms that Iran leaked 
out to the Fake News have 
NOTHING to do with the terms 
that were agreed to, in writing,” 
Trump said in a post on his Truth 
Social network.

“What they said, including 
their weak and pathetic state-
ment on having a deal, bears no 
relation to the truth. Very dis-
honorable people to deal with,” 
Trump added.

“They better get their act to-
gether, and FAST!” Trump said in 
a statement on his Truth Social 
platform.

A senior Trump administra-
tion official said the Iranians had 
agreed to five key points in the 
deal.

“This is what they have agreed 
to. This is a performance-based 
deal,” the official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity.

According to the official, Iran’s 
nuclear material would be re-

moved and destroyed, and its 
nuclear programme dismantled.

The official also said that Ira-
nian frozen assets would remain 
inaccessible until agreed condi-
tions were met, that the Strait of 
Hormuz would remain open to 
international shipping, and that 
Iran would cease support for 
designated militant and terrorist 
groups.

However, Iran’s official news 
agency, IRNA, reported that the 
removal of Iran’s enriched nu-
clear material was not under dis-
cussion and that Tehran would 
continue to seek authority over 
navigation management in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

IRNA reported that, following 
an initial memorandum of un-
derstanding, Iran and the United 
States would hold 60 days of ne-
gotiations and that Iran’s urani-

um enrichment programme and 
existing enriched material would 
remain key issues in discussions 
toward a final agreement.

The dispute over the content 
of the proposed deal comes as 
both sides seek to demonstrate 
that their objectives have been 
advanced following the conflict 
that began after US and Israeli 
military operations against Iran 

on February 28.
Trump said on Thursday that 

the two sides had reached a 
“great settlement” that would be 
signed in Europe as soon as this 
weekend. Tehran said nothing 
had been finalized.

The US president has often 
announced an Iran peace deal 
is imminent only for nothing to 
emerge, with CNN calculating 
Trump has made the claim at 
least 39 times since March 23.

The network broadcast a 
montage of Trump repeatedly 
making the claim using the same  
phrases.

After a shaky ceasefire agree-
ment on April 7, Trump told AFP 
that the United States had won 
a “total and complete victory” 
but sporadic clashes have con-
tinued since then and a deal has 
remained elusive.

US deportation flight carrying 
Iranians bound for CAR
Deportees from multiple countries face uncertain futures in violence-hit Central African Republic

• Flight departed 
from Louisiana

• Includes Iranians, 
Afghans, Turks

• Lawyers raise human 
rights concerns

AFP | Washington

A US deportation flight 
headed to the Central Af-
rican Republic yesterday, 

lawyers said, carrying nationals 
from Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey 
and Georgia.

Such “third-country” depor-
tations, including of people with 
legal protections, have become 
a staple of US President Donald 
Trump’s crackdown on immi-
gration.

The US State Department ad-
visory for the impoverished, vi-
olence-wracked CAR reads: “Do 
not travel to Central African Re-
public for any reason.”

Trump has described Iran, 
with whom Washington is cur-

rently at war, as a “terrorist 
regime” but is nonetheless de-
porting nationals who have fled 
the country, including at least 
two Iranian women, their law-
yer said.

The Iranians had been granted 
“withholding of removal” -- a 
status that carries weaker rights 
than asylum but has been con-
sidered a “win” in immigration 
court under previous adminis-

trations.
“We fear they will ultimately 

be forced to return to the coun-
tries they originally fled,” as has 
repeatedly happened with oth-
er deportees sent across Africa, 

their attorney, Emily Trostle, told 
AFP.

The flight took off from Alex-
andria, Louisiana, on Thursday 
evening, according to the ICE 
Flight Monitor, affiliated with 
non-profit Human Rights First.

It made a scheduled stopover 
in Ghana -- which is itself a hub 
for third-country deportations 
-- just after 1300 GMT yester-
day, according to public flight  
data.

‘All of us of are migrants,’ pope says in Canary Islands
AFP | San Cristóbal de La Laguna

Pope Leo XIV told migrants 
at a reception centre on 

the Spanish island of Tenerife 
yesterday that “all of us are mi-
grants”, on the final day of a 
weeklong visit to Spain focused 
on the plight of irregular immi-
grants.

Tenerife is one of the Canary 
Islands in the Atlantic, which 
have become a gateway for tens 
of thousands of irregular arriv-
als seeking a better life in Eu-
rope.

The leader of the world’s 1.4 
billion Catholics is concluding 
his trip with a call for more help 
for migrants and action against 
traffickers, at a time when im-
migration remains a hot topic 
of political debate.

“In a sense, all of us are mi-
grants, for we are all pilgrims on 

our way to our heavenly home-
land,” he said in an address to 

hundreds of migrants at Las 
Raices (The Roots), a reception 
centre housed in a former mili-
tary barracks that was initially 
heavily criticised for overcrowd-
ing.

“Let us help make this journey 
more humane for everyone by 
contributing in whatever way 
we can,” he added.

The US-born pope is then ex-
pected to celebrate an open-air 
mass in the port of Santa Cruz 
de Tenerife in front of tens of 
thousands of people.

After visiting Madrid and Bar-
celona earlier in the week, the 
pope arrived in another island of 
the archipelago, Gran Canaria, 
on Thursday.

He condemned “indifference” 
towards migrants and cast a 

wreath into the sea at the port 
of Arguineguin to honour the 
thousands who have died trying 
to reach the Canaries.

“Human dignity has no pass-
port,” he said on the dockside 
before blessing a faded blue 
cross made of wood from a boat 
that migrants arrived on.

“Monsters lurk in these seas... 
traffickers who enslave women 
and children, and those whose 
indifference allows the poor to 
be swallowed up by exploitation 
or forgetfulness,” he said.

Nearly 1,200 people died or 
went missing travelling from 
Africa to the Canary Islands last 
year, according to the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion, making it one of the world’s 
deadliest migration routes.

IF I HAVE SEEN FURTHER THAN 
OTHERS, IT IS BY STANDING UPON 
THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS
ISAAC NEWTON
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39
times at minimum has 

Donald Trump claimed 
an Iran peace deal was 

imminent since March 23, 
according to a television 

network calculation

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

Fantastic to join chil-
dren on the #Interna-

tionalDayOfPlay. When 
children play, they con-
nect, they learn and they 
imagine.  By working 
together-governments, 
businesses, parents, and 
communities-we can and 
must ensure that every 
child, everywhere, can 
fulfill their right to play.

@unicefchief

Merci, President @
EmmanuelMacron 

, for convening leaders to 
discuss economic imbal-
ances. Global growth de-
pends on restoring energy 
supply, sustaining innova-
tion & reducing excessive 
imbalances. Adjustment 
starts at home with sound 
policies & succeeds when 
countries work together.

@KGeorgieva

The EU is engaged to 
support & coordinate 

the global response to Eb-
ola. I co-chaired a meeting 
with @WHO @AfricaCDC 
& African Ministers and 
partners to align our re-
sponse. Cooperation, hu-
manitarian access & swift 
action are essential to save 
lives & strengthen health 
security.

@hadjalahbib

Despite  important 
progress, 138 million 

children remain in child 
labour worldwide, includ-
ing nearly 54 million in 
hazardous work. Every 
child deserves to learn, 
play, grow and live a life 
free from violence. Let’s 
recommit to #EndChild-
Labour in all its forms.

@AminaJMohammed
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At least 2 Iranian 
women with 

withholding-of-
removal status were 
among the deportees 

on the flight bound for 
the Central African 

Republic

KNOW WHAT

China warns ‘spy turtles’ 
are fishing for sea secrets
AFP | Beijing

Foreign spies are fitting 
turtles and fish with sen-

sors to create underwater 
maps of China’s coastline, 
Beijing warned yesterday 
in apparent reference to its 
Western competitors.

In a social media post omi-
nously titled “Under the deep 
blue, undercurrents are surg-
ing”, the Ministry of State Se-
curity said international spy 
agencies are using “new types 
of espionage equipment” to 
steal sensitive marine data.

“Relatively large marine 
animals with sensors at-
tached have been discovered 
in certain waters of China,” 
the ministry said, in a section 
titled “spy turtles, spy fish”.

The clandestine creatures 

were found “swimming in a 
specific area, collecting sen-
sitive data about the marine 
environment such as water 
temperature, salinity and 
ocean current, transmitting 
it overseas via satellite”, it  
said.

Foreign groups also used 
solar-powered wave gliders, 
buoys with high-precision 
sensors, and devices loaded 
onto cargo ships capable of 
capturing “port dynamics” 
in real time, it added, without 
naming a particular agency.

The data collected would 
be used to create “underwa-
ter maps” that can “identify 
weak points in China’s coast-
al defences, posing a serious 
threat to China’s national 
security”, according to the 
ministry.

UN experts condemn crackdown on 
women by Afghan morality police
AFP | New York

A group of UN experts on 
Thursday denounced a 

crackdown on women in Af-
ghanistan’s western city of Her-
at, saying at least two people 
had been killed during a protest 
against the restrictions.

Herat’s morality police start-
ed arresting dozens of women 
on Saturday for not wearing the 
body-cloaking chador or burqa.

A protest against the meas-
ures on Tuesday was broken 
up by force and a boy was shot 
dead, the UN said, while wit-
nesses told AFP that security 
forces opened fire. Police have 
denied that any weapons were 
used.

In a statement Thursday, 10 
independent experts appointed 
by the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil said at least two people were 
killed and over 20 were wound-
ed.

“Allegations that women were 
detained for dress code viola-
tions are deeply concerning 
and may constitute arbitrary 
and unlawful detention, as it 
appears to penalise the exer-
cise of their right to freedom of 
expression and right to be free 
from gender discrimination,” 
the experts’ statement said.

“Equality, peaceful assem-
bly, freedom of expression and 
movement, and protection from 
arbitrary detention are funda-
mental rights,” it added.

The dress code is governed by 
the Ministry for the Propaga-
tion of Virtue and the Preven-

tion of Vice (PVPV), and women 
must be almost entirely covered 
when they leave home.

Many women wear a flowing 
abaya robe, a Muslim headscarf 
and a face covering, rather than 
a chador or burqa.

 MSF medic detained 
The women detained in Her-

at included a medical worker 
employed by Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF).

She was heading to work 
at Herat Regional Hospital’s 
paediatric ward when she was 
stopped by the morality police 
on Saturday and accused of fail-
ing to comply with the dress 
code, the NGO said.

The medic was held for two 
days and released after having 
to sign, together with her hus-
band and relatives, a written 

commitment to wear clothing 
mandated by the PVPV.

MSF “is outraged by the arrest 
and detention of one of its em-
ployees as part of the enforce-
ment of dress code require-
ments in the city”, the group 
said.

“This incident is not isolated. 
Women in Afghanistan already 
face very severe restrictions on 
movement and access to public 
life.”

The PVPV has not commented 
on the detention of women in 
Herat over dress code viola-
tions, despite requests for com-
ment from AFP.

However, the ministry’s de-
partment in Herat said new reg-
ulations had recently come into 
force and warned that violations 
could lead to detention or im-
prisonment.

Japan flagship rocket successfully 
lifts off after earlier failure

AFP | Tokyo

Japan’s flagship H3 rock-
et successfully blasted off 

yesterday, live footage showed, 
months after its previous mis-
sion to put a geolocation satel-
lite into orbit ended in failure.

The H3 was developed to 
boost the international com-
petitiveness of Japan’s rocket 
industry, and the country’s 
space agency has come under 
pressure to increase the suc-
cess rate of launches.

The rocket has been mooted 
as a rival to SpaceX’s Falcon 
9, and could one day deliver 
cargo to bases on the Moon.

Yesterday, the rocket -- 
which was carrying six small 

satellites -- lifted off at 9:53am 
local time from Tanegashima 
Space Center in southern Ja-
pan.

“The second-stage combus-
tion, action control and trajec-
tory are all normal,” the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(Jaxa) said in a live YouTube 
broadcast, about six minutes 
after blast-off.

The satellites loaded onto 
the rocket included Tokyo 
University of Science’s “Umit-
subame”, which observes the 
Earth and other targets with a 
high-performance camera, and 
Shizuoka University’s “Shi-
raito”, which is testing space 
debris capture technology, ac-
cording to Jaxa.

S. Korea’s ex-
president gets 
30 years over 
North Korea 
drone incident
AFP | Seoul

A South Korean court 
sentenced ex-president 

Yoon Suk Yeol to 30 years in 
prison yesterday for sending 
military drones into North 
Korea, saying he planned 
the action as pretext for his 
disastrous martial law dec-
laration in 2024.

The drone flights two 
months before Yoon sus-
pended civilian rule, had 
sparked anger in Pyong-
yang, which accused the 
South of dropping propa-
ganda leaflets as well.
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IN 
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1373 1866 1956 2000
Anglo-Portuguese Treaty of Perpetual 
Alliance (world’s oldest still in existence) is 
signed in London between King Edward III 
of England and King Ferdinand I of Portugal

US House of 
Representatives passes 
the 14th Amendment 
(Civil Rights)

The last British 
troops leave the 
Suez Canal Zone in 
Egypt

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung 
meets North Korean dictator Kim Jong-il for 
the beginning of the first-ever inter-Korean 
summit in the northern capital of Pyongyang

US Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche (3L), alongside Secretary of Homeland Security Markwayne Mullin (4L), speaks 
during a press conference about safeguarding unaccompanied immigrant children in Washington, DC

US President Donald Trump speaks before signing a proclamation in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, DC

Pope Leo XIV greets migrants at the “Las Raices” (The Roots) centre in San 
Cristobal de la Laguna

US plans to slash fighter 
jets, warships to NATO 

in Europe: Report

AFP | Washington

The United States plans to 
slash the number of fight-

er jets and warships it pro-
vides to NATO in Europe, the 
New York Times reported on 
Thursday.

The reported cutbacks come 
as European nations race to 
bolster their defense capac-
ities since Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of  Ukraine  in 2022 
sparked fears that Moscow 
could attack a NATO country.

U S  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump has called the alliance 
a “paper tiger” and its mem-
bers “cowards” in frustration 
that they have not joined the 
US-Israeli war against Iran.

Washington plans to reduce 
the number of fighter jets it 
supplies to Europe by one 
third, cut all eight aerial refu-
eling tankers and reduce mar-
itime reconnaissance aircraft, 
the New York Times reported, 
citing two unidentified senior 
European officials.

Other assets to be reallocat-
ed include a missile-launching 
submarine, an aircraft carrier, 
a group of bomber aircraft and 
several jets and warships.

The US European Command 
said this month that it would 
reassess Washington’s con-
tributions to NATO to “ensure 
Europe takes primary respon-
sibility for its own convention-
al defense.”

Military personnel inspect US and British jets as they participate in the NATO 
Steadfast Defender 2021 exercise on board the aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth off the coast of Portugal

An Afghan burqa-clad woman walks past a Taliban security personnel standing 
guard outside a mosque in Shahrak-e-Almahdi, Jebrail district of Herat 
Province

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s H3 rocket is launched from the 
Tanegashima Space Center in Minamitane, Tanegashima island



Trump blasts Iran 
version of deal

Washington and Tehran offer conflicting accounts of a proposed agreement

• US outlines 
five key terms

• Nuclear programme 
remains contested

• Hormuz control 
sparks disagreement

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that Teh-
ran’s stated version of a 

deal on stopping the war is not 
what was agreed to, with the 
White House insisting Tehran 
would dismantle its nuclear pro-
gram.

The two sides released starkly 
different accounts of the pro-
posed agreement, with Tehran 
insisting on its right to enrich 
uranium and maintain control 
over the Strait of Hormuz.

“The terms that Iran leaked 
out to the Fake News have 
NOTHING to do with the terms 
that were agreed to, in writing,” 
Trump said in a post on his Truth 
Social network.

“What they said, including 
their weak and pathetic state-
ment on having a deal, bears no 
relation to the truth. Very dis-
honorable people to deal with,” 
Trump added.

“They better get their act to-
gether, and FAST!” Trump said in 
a statement on his Truth Social 
platform.

A senior Trump administra-
tion official said the Iranians had 
agreed to five key points in the 
deal.

“This is what they have agreed 
to. This is a performance-based 
deal,” the official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity.

According to the official, Iran’s 
nuclear material would be re-

moved and destroyed, and its 
nuclear programme dismantled.

The official also said that Ira-
nian frozen assets would remain 
inaccessible until agreed condi-
tions were met, that the Strait of 
Hormuz would remain open to 
international shipping, and that 
Iran would cease support for 
designated militant and terrorist 
groups.

However, Iran’s official news 
agency, IRNA, reported that the 
removal of Iran’s enriched nu-
clear material was not under dis-
cussion and that Tehran would 
continue to seek authority over 
navigation management in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

IRNA reported that, following 
an initial memorandum of un-
derstanding, Iran and the United 
States would hold 60 days of ne-
gotiations and that Iran’s urani-

um enrichment programme and 
existing enriched material would 
remain key issues in discussions 
toward a final agreement.

The dispute over the content 
of the proposed deal comes as 
both sides seek to demonstrate 
that their objectives have been 
advanced following the conflict 
that began after US and Israeli 
military operations against Iran 

on February 28.
Trump said on Thursday that 

the two sides had reached a 
“great settlement” that would be 
signed in Europe as soon as this 
weekend. Tehran said nothing 
had been finalized.

The US president has often 
announced an Iran peace deal 
is imminent only for nothing to 
emerge, with CNN calculating 
Trump has made the claim at 
least 39 times since March 23.

The network broadcast a 
montage of Trump repeatedly 
making the claim using the same  
phrases.

After a shaky ceasefire agree-
ment on April 7, Trump told AFP 
that the United States had won 
a “total and complete victory” 
but sporadic clashes have con-
tinued since then and a deal has 
remained elusive.

US deportation flight carrying 
Iranians bound for CAR
Deportees from multiple countries face uncertain futures in violence-hit Central African Republic

• Flight departed 
from Louisiana

• Includes Iranians, 
Afghans, Turks

• Lawyers raise human 
rights concerns

AFP | Washington

A US deportation flight 
headed to the Central Af-
rican Republic yesterday, 

lawyers said, carrying nationals 
from Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey 
and Georgia.

Such “third-country” depor-
tations, including of people with 
legal protections, have become 
a staple of US President Donald 
Trump’s crackdown on immi-
gration.

The US State Department ad-
visory for the impoverished, vi-
olence-wracked CAR reads: “Do 
not travel to Central African Re-
public for any reason.”

Trump has described Iran, 
with whom Washington is cur-

rently at war, as a “terrorist 
regime” but is nonetheless de-
porting nationals who have fled 
the country, including at least 
two Iranian women, their law-
yer said.

The Iranians had been granted 
“withholding of removal” -- a 
status that carries weaker rights 
than asylum but has been con-
sidered a “win” in immigration 
court under previous adminis-

trations.
“We fear they will ultimately 

be forced to return to the coun-
tries they originally fled,” as has 
repeatedly happened with oth-
er deportees sent across Africa, 

their attorney, Emily Trostle, told 
AFP.

The flight took off from Alex-
andria, Louisiana, on Thursday 
evening, according to the ICE 
Flight Monitor, affiliated with 
non-profit Human Rights First.

It made a scheduled stopover 
in Ghana -- which is itself a hub 
for third-country deportations 
-- just after 1300 GMT yester-
day, according to public flight  
data.

‘All of us of are migrants,’ pope says in Canary Islands
AFP | San Cristóbal de La Laguna

Pope Leo XIV told migrants 
at a reception centre on 

the Spanish island of Tenerife 
yesterday that “all of us are mi-
grants”, on the final day of a 
weeklong visit to Spain focused 
on the plight of irregular immi-
grants.

Tenerife is one of the Canary 
Islands in the Atlantic, which 
have become a gateway for tens 
of thousands of irregular arriv-
als seeking a better life in Eu-
rope.

The leader of the world’s 1.4 
billion Catholics is concluding 
his trip with a call for more help 
for migrants and action against 
traffickers, at a time when im-
migration remains a hot topic 
of political debate.

“In a sense, all of us are mi-
grants, for we are all pilgrims on 

our way to our heavenly home-
land,” he said in an address to 

hundreds of migrants at Las 
Raices (The Roots), a reception 
centre housed in a former mili-
tary barracks that was initially 
heavily criticised for overcrowd-
ing.

“Let us help make this journey 
more humane for everyone by 
contributing in whatever way 
we can,” he added.

The US-born pope is then ex-
pected to celebrate an open-air 
mass in the port of Santa Cruz 
de Tenerife in front of tens of 
thousands of people.

After visiting Madrid and Bar-
celona earlier in the week, the 
pope arrived in another island of 
the archipelago, Gran Canaria, 
on Thursday.

He condemned “indifference” 
towards migrants and cast a 

wreath into the sea at the port 
of Arguineguin to honour the 
thousands who have died trying 
to reach the Canaries.

“Human dignity has no pass-
port,” he said on the dockside 
before blessing a faded blue 
cross made of wood from a boat 
that migrants arrived on.

“Monsters lurk in these seas... 
traffickers who enslave women 
and children, and those whose 
indifference allows the poor to 
be swallowed up by exploitation 
or forgetfulness,” he said.

Nearly 1,200 people died or 
went missing travelling from 
Africa to the Canary Islands last 
year, according to the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion, making it one of the world’s 
deadliest migration routes.

IF I HAVE SEEN FURTHER THAN 
OTHERS, IT IS BY STANDING UPON 
THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS
ISAAC NEWTON
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an Iran peace deal was 

imminent since March 23, 
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Fantastic to join chil-
dren on the #Interna-

tionalDayOfPlay. When 
children play, they con-
nect, they learn and they 
imagine.  By working 
together-governments, 
businesses, parents, and 
communities-we can and 
must ensure that every 
child, everywhere, can 
fulfill their right to play.

@unicefchief

Merci, President @
EmmanuelMacron 

, for convening leaders to 
discuss economic imbal-
ances. Global growth de-
pends on restoring energy 
supply, sustaining innova-
tion & reducing excessive 
imbalances. Adjustment 
starts at home with sound 
policies & succeeds when 
countries work together.

@KGeorgieva

The EU is engaged to 
support & coordinate 

the global response to Eb-
ola. I co-chaired a meeting 
with @WHO @AfricaCDC 
& African Ministers and 
partners to align our re-
sponse. Cooperation, hu-
manitarian access & swift 
action are essential to save 
lives & strengthen health 
security.

@hadjalahbib

Despite  important 
progress, 138 million 

children remain in child 
labour worldwide, includ-
ing nearly 54 million in 
hazardous work. Every 
child deserves to learn, 
play, grow and live a life 
free from violence. Let’s 
recommit to #EndChild-
Labour in all its forms.

@AminaJMohammed

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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At least 2 Iranian 
women with 

withholding-of-
removal status were 
among the deportees 

on the flight bound for 
the Central African 

Republic

KNOW WHAT

China warns ‘spy turtles’ 
are fishing for sea secrets
AFP | Beijing

Foreign spies are fitting 
turtles and fish with sen-

sors to create underwater 
maps of China’s coastline, 
Beijing warned yesterday 
in apparent reference to its 
Western competitors.

In a social media post omi-
nously titled “Under the deep 
blue, undercurrents are surg-
ing”, the Ministry of State Se-
curity said international spy 
agencies are using “new types 
of espionage equipment” to 
steal sensitive marine data.

“Relatively large marine 
animals with sensors at-
tached have been discovered 
in certain waters of China,” 
the ministry said, in a section 
titled “spy turtles, spy fish”.

The clandestine creatures 

were found “swimming in a 
specific area, collecting sen-
sitive data about the marine 
environment such as water 
temperature, salinity and 
ocean current, transmitting 
it overseas via satellite”, it  
said.

Foreign groups also used 
solar-powered wave gliders, 
buoys with high-precision 
sensors, and devices loaded 
onto cargo ships capable of 
capturing “port dynamics” 
in real time, it added, without 
naming a particular agency.

The data collected would 
be used to create “underwa-
ter maps” that can “identify 
weak points in China’s coast-
al defences, posing a serious 
threat to China’s national 
security”, according to the 
ministry.

UN experts condemn crackdown on 
women by Afghan morality police
AFP | New York

A group of UN experts on 
Thursday denounced a 

crackdown on women in Af-
ghanistan’s western city of Her-
at, saying at least two people 
had been killed during a protest 
against the restrictions.

Herat’s morality police start-
ed arresting dozens of women 
on Saturday for not wearing the 
body-cloaking chador or burqa.

A protest against the meas-
ures on Tuesday was broken 
up by force and a boy was shot 
dead, the UN said, while wit-
nesses told AFP that security 
forces opened fire. Police have 
denied that any weapons were 
used.

In a statement Thursday, 10 
independent experts appointed 
by the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil said at least two people were 
killed and over 20 were wound-
ed.

“Allegations that women were 
detained for dress code viola-
tions are deeply concerning 
and may constitute arbitrary 
and unlawful detention, as it 
appears to penalise the exer-
cise of their right to freedom of 
expression and right to be free 
from gender discrimination,” 
the experts’ statement said.

“Equality, peaceful assem-
bly, freedom of expression and 
movement, and protection from 
arbitrary detention are funda-
mental rights,” it added.

The dress code is governed by 
the Ministry for the Propaga-
tion of Virtue and the Preven-

tion of Vice (PVPV), and women 
must be almost entirely covered 
when they leave home.

Many women wear a flowing 
abaya robe, a Muslim headscarf 
and a face covering, rather than 
a chador or burqa.

 MSF medic detained 
The women detained in Her-

at included a medical worker 
employed by Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF).

She was heading to work 
at Herat Regional Hospital’s 
paediatric ward when she was 
stopped by the morality police 
on Saturday and accused of fail-
ing to comply with the dress 
code, the NGO said.

The medic was held for two 
days and released after having 
to sign, together with her hus-
band and relatives, a written 

commitment to wear clothing 
mandated by the PVPV.

MSF “is outraged by the arrest 
and detention of one of its em-
ployees as part of the enforce-
ment of dress code require-
ments in the city”, the group 
said.

“This incident is not isolated. 
Women in Afghanistan already 
face very severe restrictions on 
movement and access to public 
life.”

The PVPV has not commented 
on the detention of women in 
Herat over dress code viola-
tions, despite requests for com-
ment from AFP.

However, the ministry’s de-
partment in Herat said new reg-
ulations had recently come into 
force and warned that violations 
could lead to detention or im-
prisonment.

Japan flagship rocket successfully 
lifts off after earlier failure

AFP | Tokyo

Japan’s flagship H3 rock-
et successfully blasted off 

yesterday, live footage showed, 
months after its previous mis-
sion to put a geolocation satel-
lite into orbit ended in failure.

The H3 was developed to 
boost the international com-
petitiveness of Japan’s rocket 
industry, and the country’s 
space agency has come under 
pressure to increase the suc-
cess rate of launches.

The rocket has been mooted 
as a rival to SpaceX’s Falcon 
9, and could one day deliver 
cargo to bases on the Moon.

Yesterday, the rocket -- 
which was carrying six small 

satellites -- lifted off at 9:53am 
local time from Tanegashima 
Space Center in southern Ja-
pan.

“The second-stage combus-
tion, action control and trajec-
tory are all normal,” the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(Jaxa) said in a live YouTube 
broadcast, about six minutes 
after blast-off.

The satellites loaded onto 
the rocket included Tokyo 
University of Science’s “Umit-
subame”, which observes the 
Earth and other targets with a 
high-performance camera, and 
Shizuoka University’s “Shi-
raito”, which is testing space 
debris capture technology, ac-
cording to Jaxa.

S. Korea’s ex-
president gets 
30 years over 
North Korea 
drone incident
AFP | Seoul

A South Korean court 
sentenced ex-president 

Yoon Suk Yeol to 30 years in 
prison yesterday for sending 
military drones into North 
Korea, saying he planned 
the action as pretext for his 
disastrous martial law dec-
laration in 2024.

The drone flights two 
months before Yoon sus-
pended civilian rule, had 
sparked anger in Pyong-
yang, which accused the 
South of dropping propa-
ganda leaflets as well.
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1373 1866 1956 2000
Anglo-Portuguese Treaty of Perpetual 
Alliance (world’s oldest still in existence) is 
signed in London between King Edward III 
of England and King Ferdinand I of Portugal

US House of 
Representatives passes 
the 14th Amendment 
(Civil Rights)

The last British 
troops leave the 
Suez Canal Zone in 
Egypt

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung 
meets North Korean dictator Kim Jong-il for 
the beginning of the first-ever inter-Korean 
summit in the northern capital of Pyongyang

US Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche (3L), alongside Secretary of Homeland Security Markwayne Mullin (4L), speaks 
during a press conference about safeguarding unaccompanied immigrant children in Washington, DC

US President Donald Trump speaks before signing a proclamation in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, DC

Pope Leo XIV greets migrants at the “Las Raices” (The Roots) centre in San 
Cristobal de la Laguna

US plans to slash fighter 
jets, warships to NATO 

in Europe: Report

AFP | Washington

The United States plans to 
slash the number of fight-

er jets and warships it pro-
vides to NATO in Europe, the 
New York Times reported on 
Thursday.

The reported cutbacks come 
as European nations race to 
bolster their defense capac-
ities since Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of  Ukraine  in 2022 
sparked fears that Moscow 
could attack a NATO country.

U S  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump has called the alliance 
a “paper tiger” and its mem-
bers “cowards” in frustration 
that they have not joined the 
US-Israeli war against Iran.

Washington plans to reduce 
the number of fighter jets it 
supplies to Europe by one 
third, cut all eight aerial refu-
eling tankers and reduce mar-
itime reconnaissance aircraft, 
the New York Times reported, 
citing two unidentified senior 
European officials.

Other assets to be reallocat-
ed include a missile-launching 
submarine, an aircraft carrier, 
a group of bomber aircraft and 
several jets and warships.

The US European Command 
said this month that it would 
reassess Washington’s con-
tributions to NATO to “ensure 
Europe takes primary respon-
sibility for its own convention-
al defense.”

Military personnel inspect US and British jets as they participate in the NATO 
Steadfast Defender 2021 exercise on board the aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth off the coast of Portugal

An Afghan burqa-clad woman walks past a Taliban security personnel standing 
guard outside a mosque in Shahrak-e-Almahdi, Jebrail district of Herat 
Province

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s H3 rocket is launched from the 
Tanegashima Space Center in Minamitane, Tanegashima island
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qualified applicants can contact 35500196 or 
FAJERALSENDI@GMAIL.COM
ALTAWAZEN ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17311146 or bigboss-
vi911@gmail.com
M AYYAN KHAN SERVICES BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33517349 or SHAHZA-
DARSHAD4444@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN WORKSHOP CO. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700798 or Khalifa@
bwceng.com
AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER (FOOD 
& BEVERAGES SECTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17845000 or ADNAN.
ASLAM@LPODWATERPARK.COM
NOOR ALDEAA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36444276 or ARCHDEAA83@GMAL.COM
RIGHT WAY COMBIND COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33589532 or gujranwala.
contracting@gmail.com
SAMI SALMAN EBRAHIM EJWAIR has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BAKER(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34457323 or SAMICAP8@GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
WIPRO BAHRAIN LIMITED CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17171656 
or MEQDAD.GHAREEB@WIPRO.COM
RACHANEE SUPERMARKET W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17749162 or b2b@rachaneesupermarket.com
THE MOST HAIR STUDIO BAHRAIN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33303308 or FATEMA.AKBARII9@OUTLOOK.COM
FOODNESS W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39798987 or BASHEER-
CLARI@GMAIL.COM
UM HABIB FOR VEGETABLES AND FRUITS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17410598 or SIMSIMSALES@GMAIL.COM
R F S CONTRACTING & MAINTENANCE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35374170 or 
MALIKRAMSAN04@GMAIL.COM
BETOON MARKET has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39411622 or SM_77S@
HOTMAIL.COM
REEM ALZAIN SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HENNA MAKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66700086 or 
TAIMREEM@YAHOO.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34111999 or sharef.works@
gmail.com
CAPITAL  school wll has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17008880 or pro@ALSAFARGROUP.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES AND 
SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17252144 or HR@
ALRAYESDECOR.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES AND 
SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELL PULLER (OIL AND GAS WELLS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252144 or HR@ALRAYESDECOR.COM

applicants can contact 35179334 or LUXUT-
YTRAVELBH@GMAIL.COM
FAZZA GENERAL TRADE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34418386 or 
SAMEERABABA802@GMAIL.COM
ZAHEUN TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34324588 or ZAHEUNTECHNICAL@
GMAIL.COM
S M D S SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38181800 or khanptpm1@gmail.com
KENSINGTON REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECRETARY, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39944321 or TARIQ.ALALAIWAT@GMAIL.
COM
VENUS ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of STOREKEEP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38884786 or BURHANMU@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MOHAMMED JASSIM FURNITURE 
FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ESTIMATOR(COST), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17784589 or hr@
amjassim.com
TERRACE GARDEN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33119292 or Kgroup-
bahrain007@gmail.com
SAHEL GHARBIYA DOCUMENTS CLEAR-
ANCE AND PROPERTIES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33224480 or 
ASAS2002MD@GMAIL.COM
HARK LESS CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36675632 or mohammed.fa-
teel.94@gmail.com
GHASSAN MUBARAK A.AZIZ ALAZMI (KHAIR 
ALANOOD / 8275) has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17831119 or ROOSES399@
HOTMAIL.COM
MUNICH GARAGE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39670017 or YOUSIFAL-
SAYED56@GMAIL.COM
SAYARATY FOR WATERLESS CAR WASH 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CAR WASHER/CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35537784 or ZAMIH-
COT@GMAIL.COM
BLOOM HORIZON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ADVERTISING SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34584631 or MUNAWARHUSSAINMS@
GMAIL.COM
ALANAQA ALARABIA CLOAKS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39455506 or 
ASHOORSTYLE@HOTMAIL.COM
GULL ZAREEN MOHAMMAD LATIF M.   AK-
BAR (196970) has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37433592 or ASERVICES058@
GMAIL.COM
PUTTURUMEES RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39900084 or ALKARAWAN_DC@GMAIL.COM
Almualem Star Excavation has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66622888 or 
sadiqahs@hotmail.com
HIMALAYA PARBAT JEWELLERY DESIGN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39094256 or BABALBASHIRDOCU-
MENTCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
KASHKAN RESTAURANT  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 77375555 or JEIN.
CLAIRE@BAHRAINHELPLINEGROUP.COM
EVERSHINE TAILORS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39684887 or RAHIM8351@
GMAIL.COM
THE FERTILE LAND GANRAL TRADING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35971062 or Bahrain9126@gmail.COM
GOLDEN TOUCH CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 

HOME MATTERS REALSTATE CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 13110078 or JAWAIDMALIK90@YAHOO.COM
HASSAN ELNAGGAR FOR LOADING AND UN-
LOADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66334578 or HASSAN.
ALNAGAR86@GMAIL.COM
OCEAN SPA  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33305676 or ANDY-
HOPPE080@GMAIL.COM
BURJ ALAZARAQ CLEANING CONTRACT-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66612224 or ALIALI-
1984BH@GMAIL.COM
DAR ABU HUSSAIN RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39997757 or M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.COM
AL TUBLANI GENERAL TRADING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37377896 or 
ABUSANAD9888883@GMAIL.COM
HONG KONG GATEWAY RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000342 or BAMIN@DIVIDENDGATECAPI-
TAL.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
A G MOTOR WINDING AND MECHANICAL 
WORKSHOP W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39143197 or 
ABU.AG.MOTORWINDING@HOTMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39641612 or you-
sif@aanass.net
JUFFAIR BOULEVARD HOTEL & SUITES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HAIR 
DRESSER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35475656 or HR@JUFFAIRBOULE-
VARD.COM
AL MINHAZ DECORATIONS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36084013 or SUMAN-
MIAH36084013@GMAIL.COM
M V P LUNDRY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33326822 or RASHEDALZAYANI6@GMAIL.COM
MATTAR JEWEL ART has a vacancy for the 
occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17212717 or LUBNA@MATTARJEWEL-
ERS.COM
JKR MIDDLE EAST WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CO-ORDINATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17281189 or 
JKR@JKRHOLDINGS.COM
ABU SHEHAB 2021 RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33299543 or 
TOPTIMEBH0@GMAIL.COM
KING HAMAD AMERICAN MISSION HOSPI-
TAL N.P.C has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNOLOGIST(MEDICAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39748885 or CATHER-
INE@AMH.ORG.BH
BUILD PLUS BUILDING MATERIALS TRADING 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17001741 or BUILPLUSS@GMAIL.
COM
CARTMART W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 

a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345150 or raihan@gtcbah.com
Al Hilal Multi Specialty Medical Center -Ma-
nama has a vacancy for the occupation of 
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17824444 or IYPE.M@AL-
HILALHEALTHCARE.COM
HAKEEM FOR GLASS AND MIRORS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(METAL CASTING), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38884041 or HAKEEM-
GLASS@GMAIL.COM
Abdul Rahman Ali Al Saad Power Projects 
Co W l l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17273330 or BEE-
NA.B@ALSAADPROJECTS.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
C M B CHEAPEST MARKET W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39331003 or 
cheapestmarketbh@gmail.com
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SER-
VICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66626168 or 
TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@
ALTRAD.COM
ARSHAD FASHION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39865798 or bashirar-
shad006@gmail.com
WHITE BUBBLES LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33069690 or 
AHMEDFAWAZ795@GMAIL.COM
TRUST TRADERS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17704144 or 
info@trusttraders.com
SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39664667 or 
karak1977.bahrain@gmail.com
SALON KARRANAH ALSHABI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36388878 or 
SALAMA98559@OUTLOOK.COM
AL NAQORA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34106666 or Sjbreel5@gmail.com
Great One Contracting co. Bahraini partner-
ship company has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 61110609 or 
K-PAXCO@HOTMAIL.COM
BUFFER ZONE BARBAR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33097107 or WNA-
BI244@GMAIL.COM
LUGANO SALON & SPA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34454459 or LUGA-
NOSALON@GMAIL.COM
qand palace welding and fabrication has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33550665 or 
NURSE222@HOTMAIL.COM
AMALFI FOODS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17746848 or 
WASSIM@FARHOUD.COM
ADEEL SHAHZAD CONSULTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36382575 or ADEELROSES@YAHOO.COM
SHAHZIB SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66390061 or AHMRAZA134@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
ALMANARATAIN BLOCK & CONCRETE FAC-
TORY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 36055333 or ALSHAAB@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39641612 or 
yousif@aanass.net
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39641612 or you-
sif@aanass.net
Al Diyar Aluminium Co WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17273600 or NSBAHRAIN@GMAIL.
COM
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
Government@mre.co
AEROFIX AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(ELECTRICIAN/WIREMAN), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35626571 or 
Mudasarhaneef@gmail.com
COMILLA SKY AC WORKSHOP BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36663334 or MAADH-
SALEH87@GMAIL.COM
AL JARMAL BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33354655 or 
BO.AMEEN77111@GMAIL.COM
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39641612 or you-
sif@aanass.net
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39641612 or you-
sif@aanass.net
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39641612 or you-
sif@aanass.net
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39641612 or you-
sif@aanass.net
Al LAHZAT AL SAEEDA W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32047772 or 
1369641885@qq.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
SAS ARABIA MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36723677 or GOLDENSUPERSHOW@
GMAIL.COM
RICE SEEDS RESTAUANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33256669 or BORJ-ALA-
SAD@HOTMAIL.COM
MAXI CLEANING SERVICE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37128080 or Info@Maxiclening.net
NOOR JEHAN VISITER SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66797205 or TARGETDOC9@GMAIL.COM
ALJAZAF FOR FOOD STUFF has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39232232 or 
aljazafdocuments@gmail.com
FIORI TRADING has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33194444 or FGROUP.
BH@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17551111 or hr.admin@
hajihassan.com

ADVANTI ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES INTER-
NATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17744707 or EBRAHIM@
ADVANTIGROUP.COM
zain gate cold store has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39667687 or SUOD-
LAYAN@GMAIL.COM
EILIF OPTICIAN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36219262 or MO-
HAMMADRANIFKC@GMAIL.COM
AIN AL DAR GATE FOR HAIRDRESSING CO. 
- A BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34103333 or ALIALI1984BH@GMAIL.COM
Ramee Grand Hotel & Spa has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17111999 or 
hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
APNA FOOD STUFF has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33410020 or FUTUREW-
ISHES@HOTMAIL.COM
AKO AT IKAW RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33448080 or 
BURASHEDDOCUMENT@YAHOO.COM
NEW TOSCANA TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17226653 or AL-
MUHBEEN@YAHOO.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
CATEGNA TOURIST RESTAURANT COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38393893 or YONASZEW-
DI07@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.
COM
SAHEBT ALANKARA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35455430 or ABU-
BOKKORSIDDIK92@GMAIL.COM
CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17464443 or HR2@
CREATIVESTYLE.COM.BH
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
CATEGNA TOURIST RESTAURANT COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38393893 or YONASZEW-
DI07@GMAIL.COM
ALMAHRA BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35500196 or 
FAJERALSENDI@GMAIL.COM
KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17262998 or SSALEH@AMERICANA-FOOD.
COM
Hardeez has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36051050 or MAYAAD@
AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
LAMIS SWEILEM TRAINING CENTER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33512143 or MDED1996@
GMAIL.COM
NEW PALACE KITCHEN RESTAURANT COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 13112239 or ARYASMIN@
SHAYAANGROUP.COM
LILLY BELLE FASHION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17404567 or A.ALESKAFI@
QAROONILAW.COM
ALMAHRA BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
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Egypt, Turkey Hold First Joint F-16 Exercise in 20 Years

UAE Highlights Inclusive Policies for Persons with Disabilities

Kuwait Escalates Complaint to ICAO After Airport Radar Targeted

Egypt and Turkey have 
launched their first 
joint air force exercise 

involving F-16 fighter jets in near-
ly 20 years, marking a significant 
step in normalizing military rela-
tions between the two regional 
powers.

The drills, which began on 
June 11 at several Egyptian air 
bases, are being viewed as a ma-
jor milestone in the improving 
relationship between Cairo and 
Ankara following years of diplo-
matic and political tensions.

The exercise combines the-
oretical coordination sessions 
with operational flight missions, 
aimed at enhancing cooperation 
between the two countries’ air 
forces. The programme focuses 
on standardising tactical proce-
dures, mission planning and joint 
operational concepts.

While Egyptian authorities 
did not officially disclose the 
aircraft involved, open-source 

intelligence reports indicated 
that F-16 Fighting Falcons oper-
ated by both nations are partici-
pating in the exercise. Analysts 
say the use of the same US-made 
fighter plat- f o r m 
provides 

val-
uable opportunities to im-

prove interoperability and oper-
ational coordination.

The air drills follow the “Sea 
of Friendship 2025” naval ex-
ercise held between September 
22 and 26 last year. That exer-
cise marked the first joint naval 
manoeuvres between Egypt and 
Turkey in 13 years and involved 
warships, submarines, helicop-
ters and military aircraft.

Observers note that expanding 
military cooperation from the 
maritime domain to air oper-
ations reflects a broader effort 

by both countries to strengthen 
defence ties and institutional 
military engagement.

The latest develop-
ment comes at a time of 
heightened geopolitical 

tensions across the 
region, including 
the ongoing con-

flict in Gaza, competition over 
energy and maritime interests 
in the Eastern Mediterranean, 
instability in Libya and shifting 
strategic alignments involving 
regional powers.

Defence analysts believe the 
renewed military cooperation 
between Egypt and Turkey could 
influence future security calcula-
tions in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean and contribute to a chang-
ing regional balance of power.

The exercise underscores the 
growing momentum in bilateral 
relations as both countries seek 
greater cooperation on regional 
security and defence matters.
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PUBLIC NOTICE - CHANGE OF NAME 
I, Mr. Rohit Harilal, S/o. Mr. Harilal Vattuparambil Chellappan, holder of Indian Passport 

No. R3532765, issued at Cochin on 31/08/2017, permanent residence at Moolayil House, Pathi-
rappally P.O, Alappuzha, Pin 688521, Kerala, India and temporary resident of Manama, Bahrain 
and Ms. Farah Sirajudeen holder of Indian passport No. Y9533339 issued at Manama, Bahrain 
on 09/10/2023 permanent residence at No. 12 E, K.P.I/578 (55), Menamkulam, Kazhakoottam 
Village, Trivandrum, Pin: 695582, Kerala,India and temporary resident of  Manama, Bahrain 
intend to solemnize our civil marriage during August 2026 at the Embassy of India, Building 
1090, Al Seef, P.O.Box 26106, Kingdom of Bahrain under the Foreign Marriage Act 1969 of India. 
 
Objection(s), if any, may be forwarded to the Embassy of India, Kingdom of Bahrain within a 
period of 30 days from the date of publication of this notice.

The United Arab Emir-
ates has highlighted 
its commitment to 

advancing health equity and 
inclusion for persons with dis-
abilities during a side event ti-
tled “Mapping the Next Phase 
to Enhance Health Equity for 
Persons with Disabilities.”

During the event, the UAE 
showcased its integrated ap-
proach to empowering per-
sons with disabilities through 
inclusive policies, community 
support initiatives and targeted 
programmes aimed at enhanc-
ing participation and quality 
of life.

Officials highlighted the 
country’s Comprehensive Strat-
egy for Persons with Disabili-
ties, which seeks to strengthen 

inclusion across various sectors 
and ensure equal access to ser-
vices and opportunities.

The UAE also presented its 
Early Intervention Program, 
designed to support children 
with disabilities by strength-
ening the role of families and 
communities in their develop-
ment, care and empowerment.

Participants were briefed on 
the importance of collaborative 
efforts between government 
institutions, families and com-
munity organisations to create 
an inclusive environment that 
enables persons with disabili-
ties to reach their full potential.

The UAE reaffirmed the need 
to translate commitments and 
policies into tangible outcomes 
that promote empowerment, 
participation and equal oppor-
tunities for all members of soci-
ety, including women and girls 
with disabilities.

The presentation under-
scored the country’s ongoing 
efforts to build a more inclusive 
and equitable society through 
sustainable policies and com-
munity-driven support systems.

Kuwait’s Public Author-
ity of Civil Aviation 
(PACA) has filed a third 

official complaint with the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAO), condemning con-
tinued Iranian attacks affecting 
Kuwait International Airport 
and its aviation infrastructure. 
   The latest protest follows an 
attack on Thursday that re-
portedly targeted the airport’s 
radar system, causing injuries 
and damage to air traffic man-
agement facilities. As a precau-
tion, Kuwait temporarily sus-
pended part of its air naviga-
tion operations before restoring 
normal air traffic in line with 

international safety standards. 
   PACA said attacks on civil avi-
ation facilities and navigation 
infrastructure violate the Chi-
cago Convention of 1944 and 
other international aviation reg-
ulations. The authority warned 
that such incidents threaten 
the safety of passengers, flight 

crews, and aviation person-
nel while disrupting regional 
and international air traffic. 
   Kuwait has urged ICAO to docu-
ment the violations, assess their 
impact, and take appropriate ac-
tion. The country also reserved 
its right to pursue legal measures 
under international law.

AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS & 
CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
MAESTRO FURNITURE INDUSTRIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742434 or ANNAMALAI@MAE-
STROADS.COM
CORLEONE DON VITO CAFE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE CO-
ORDINATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17710407 or HAITHAMALSA-
DA@GMAIL.COM
Reckitt Benckiser Bahrain W L L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PRODUCTION 
MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17468555 or johain.
dalmeida@reckitt.com
AL ANJOM AL ZAHERA CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DEMOLITION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35147060 or SAMI-
NAYASMEEN.BH@GMAIL.COM
GULF & ARAB WORLD RESTAURANT CO 
W .L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17262998 or ssaleh@
AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17464443 
or HR2@CREATIVESTYLE.COM.BH
BANK AL HABIB LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17564044 or 
SALEH@BANKALHABIB.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
JASIM M. ALI A.REDHA KADHEM / HEL-
WA ALDINYA-14404 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37775556 or JA-
SOOME17@GMAIL.COM
JASIM M. ALI A.REDHA KADHEM / HEL-
WA ALDINYA-14404 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37775556 or JA-
SOOME17@GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
Blue Ocean Fish Factory W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17001914 
or RIZWAN@MASS.COM.BH
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyed-
cg.com
CHAI KHANA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASHIER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 13390090 or 
FAKHRO68@HOTMAIL.COM
CYRENEA TRADE  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DIRECTOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33602409 
or SELCUK@CSPARTNERSDANISMANLIK.
COM
MORGAN MAXWELL CLEANING FACILITY 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37358301 or NZU.DEV@
OUTLOOK.COM
NEW DIMENSION CONTRACTING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77999360 or FISHERMANSENSE@
GMAIL.COM
SWEETY PALACE BEAUTY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38499199 
or PALACESWEETY@GMAIL.COM
NEW EZZ AL REEF TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33239786 or SVD_101@YAHOO.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PLUMBER, suitably qualified ap-

plicants can contact 17831000 or akjcont@
gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ALLAQ RESORT COMPANY BSC CLOSED 
SOFITEL BAHRAIN ZALLAQ THALA has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17631660 or ahmed@jazayani.com
AL SHUJA ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39818285 or BU.MO7AMD@HOT-
MAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32376386 or AL-
TRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ASTRAL TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17369975 or KS@ASTRAL-TECH.COM
BEST TIME FOR BIRIYANI RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33000206 or ABOSOOK32@
HOTMAIL.COM
EMPIRE PIZZA RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77090105 or mozowayed@outlook.com
MOROOJ MAY CAFETRIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37381111 or FOOD-
WORD.WLL@GMAIL.COM
AQIB AUTO TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66961662 
or MHUMA856@GMAIL.COM
CLASSIC TOP TAILOR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66920024 
or SHAREFA1999@HOTMAIL.COM
ENTHUSIASTS GENERAL TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
OFFICER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66600648 or MSAMEERWASEEM@
GMAIL.COM
KANDEAL TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17665008 or GANE-
SHAK@LIVE.IN
HOTROAD AUTO CENTER W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PANEL BEATER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33039509 or JOUSIF911@GMAIL.COM
ZEETECH ELECTRONICS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35992364 or GWAQAS016@GMAIL.COM
TRIM & SHINE BEAUTY SALOON W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36077280 or AHMADABDULSAMAD574@
GMAIL.COM
MBK LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36941411 or hassan-al-jowder@
hotmail.com
668 CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33113352 
or 668.BHR@GMAIL.COM
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832022 or HAMIDA.ALHUBAIL@HAVE-
LOCKONE.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 
or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
AL KWAR TOWN RESTAURANT & GRILLS 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-

plicants can contact 66669996 or ARAH-
MAN@CLANPARTNERS.COM
YALLA MUTABAQ has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33633360 or YALL-
AMUTABAQ@GMAIL.COM
PERFECT CUT SALOON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33904619 
or TARIQKHAN170471@GMAIL.COM
ALTAWAZEN ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17311146 or big-
bossvi911@gmail.com
GREEN CITY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33313639 
or info@gcs.bh
GREEN RIVER FASHION  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32037766 or ABEDULRAHMAN@HOTMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
RME BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 63330010 or hawra.
abdulkarim@reel-alu.com
SAYED AMEEN ALAWI NASER SHARAF( 
NOOR KAMEEL / 403 ) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39676455 or 
aminsayed630@gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
EASY SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT  COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17760313 or MRSATAT@
GMAIL.COM
AG HOSPITALITY WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17710271 or habib@
alghali.com
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17832022 
or HAMIDA.ALHUBAIL@HAVELOCKONE.
COM
EVERSYSTEMS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANT(FINANCIAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13330003 or YOUSIF@BINSANADHOLDING.
COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17141127 or M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17401013 or 
hrmanager@santyconstruction.com
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17580000 or rc.bahrz.
hr@ritzcarlton.com
TIKKA TOWN has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(GRILLING), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 37709020 or 
KHALEDSMHR725@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17141127 or 
M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38787504 
or ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
BRIGHT KNIGHT CONTRACTORS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33561579 or shojivirk3@gmail.
com
MUHAMMAD AYAN LOGISTICS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33746374 or AASIFG7846@GMAIL.COM
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Qatar look to right the wrongs of 2022
Hussain Almaskati 

Qatar begin their 2026 FIFA 
World Cup campaign to-

night at 10pm Bahrain time 
against Switzerland at the San 
Francisco Bay Area Stadium in 
Santa Clara. The Group B open-
er is the first-ever competitive 
meeting between the two sides.

Qatar arrive hoping to re-
bound from a disappointing 
2022 World Cup on home soil, 
where they became the first host 
nation to exit at the group stage 
without a point. They return to 
the finals through qualification 
for the first time, ranked 56th 
in the world but under pressure 
after a difficult run of form, with 
no wins in their last six matches 
and just one goal scored.

Their route to the tournament 
included 10 wins, five defeats 
and three draws from 18 Asian 
qualifiers, scoring 37 and con-
ceding 28. Since taking charge in 
May 2025, head coach Julen Lo-
petegui has recorded only four 
wins, with attacking consistency 
remaining a concern.

Key responsibility will fall 

on Akram Afif, who led Asian 
qualifiers in goal contributions 
with 10 assists, alongside striker 
Almoez Ali, Qatar’s top scorer 
with 12 goals in qualifying.

Switzerland come into the 
tournament in much stronger 
form, ranked 19th in the world 
after an unbeaten European 
qualifying campaign. Murat 
Yakin’s side topped their group 

with four wins and two draws, 
conceding just two goals and 
keeping four clean sheets.

Captain Granit Xhaka, with 
146 international caps, provides 
leadership and experience, 
while defenders Manuel Akanji 
and Nico Elvedi anchored a dis-
ciplined back line throughout 
qualifying. In attack, Switzer-
land have strong depth, with 

Breel Embolo, Dan Ndoye, Ru-
ben Vargas and Noah Okafor 
competing for places in a flexi-
ble frontline.

Switzerland’s defensive re-
cord and unbeaten qualification 
run make them clear favourites 
heading into the Group B open-
er, though Qatar will hope their 
attacking leaders can spark an 
upset in Santa Clara.

Ronaldo ‘very positive’ as 
Portugal head for World Cup

AFP | Lisbon

Cristiano Ronaldo said yes-
terday that he was feeling 

“very positive” before flying 
out of Lisbon with the Por-
tuguese team to their World 
Cup base camp in Palm Beach, 
Florida.

“We’re approaching this 
competition with a lot of 
hope,” said the five-time Bal-
lon d’Or winner.

“The preparation has been 
very good, tiring, because we 
have worked hard,” continued 
the veteran Portugal captain 
who insisted he was “physi-
cally good”.

“I am very positive, I believe 
things will go well and that we 
will put in a good performance.

“It’s a very good generation... 
which will bring a lot of joy 
to the Portuguese people,” 
the forward said of the squad 
around him.

“The most important thing 
is to start well, with the first 
match, then follow up with the 
second and third... finish top 
of the group and from there, 
take it one match at a time,” 
he added.

Portugal open their World 
Cup campaign on June 17 in 
Houston against the Demo-

cratic Republic of Congo, be-
fore facing Uzbekistan and 
Colombia in Group K.

At 41, Ronaldo will be head-
ing to his record sixth World 
Cup, but there are concerns in 
some quarters that his pres-
ence will prevent Roberto 
Martinez’s strong side from 
flourishing.

Portugal played two friendly 
matches in recent days against 
Chile and Nigeria, winning 
both 2-1, but Ronaldo failed 
to score.

Portugal finished third in the 
1966 World Cup and reached 
the quarter-finals four years 
ago in Qatar.

Cristiano Ronaldo reacts during a match

Scotland return to World 
Cup stage after 28 years
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Scotland will make their 
long-awaited return to 
the FIFA World Cup finals 

when they face Haiti in their 
opening Group C fixture at Bos-
ton Stadium tomorrow at 4am 
(Bahrain time). It is their first 
appearance in 28 years on foot-
ball’s biggest stage.

Their last outing came at 
France 1998, and since then the 
Scots have carried the weight 
of repeated frustration, failing 
to progress beyond the group 
stage in each of their previous 
eight World Cup appearances. 
This time they arrive in North 
America hoping to rewrite that 
pattern rather than repeat it.

Steve Clarke’s side secured 
qualification automatically 
without the need for a play-off, 
although the margin of success 
only became clear late on. Two 
stoppage-time goals delivered 

a dramatic 4-2 win over Den-
mark, a result that lifted Scot-
land above their rivals and con-
firmed their place at the finals in 
striking fashion.

Their opening opponents, 
Haiti, may be labelled outsiders 
but earned their place through 
a disciplined qualifying cam-
paign. The Caribbean side fin-

ished runners-up to Curaçao 
in the first round of CONCACAF 
qualifying before going on to 
top a second-round group that 
included both Honduras and 
Costa Rica.

Scotland will still enter the 
match as favourites, yet their 
World Cup history ensures cau-
tion rather than comfort. Past 

campaigns have often promised 
more than they delivered, none 
more painfully than 1978 in Ar-
gentina, when dropped points 
against Peru and Iran left them 
needing a near-impossible result 
against the Netherlands. They 
did beat the Dutch 3-2, but still 
exited at the group stage.

Haiti’s own World Cup history 
is brief but memorable. Their 
only ever appearance came in 
1974, coincidentally in the same 
tournament as Scotland. The 
Caribbean side briefly threat-
ened one of the greatest upsets 
in World Cup history when they 
took the lead against Italy before 
eventually losing 3-1. Heavy de-
feats to Poland and Argentina 
followed, and Haiti have not re-
turned to the finals until now.

Elsewhere in Group C, atten-
tion also turns to a heavyweight 
encounter at MetLife Stadium, 
where Morocco, semi-finalists in 
2022, face five-time champions 
Brazil at 1am tomorrow. 

Scots celebrate their World Cup qualification

I am very positive, 
I believe things will 
go well and that we 

will put in a good 
performance. It’s a 

very good generation... 
which will bring 

a lot of joy to the 
Portuguese people,” 

the forward said of the 
squad around him

CRISTIANO RONALDO
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Qatar players in training ahead of their World Cup opener against Switzerland

Thomas Partey denied Canada entry, 
ruled out of Ghana World Cup opener
Hussain Almaskati

Ghana midfielder Thomas 
Partey will miss his coun-

try’s World Cup Group L opener 
against Panama after being de-
nied entry into Canada.

The former Arsenal and Vil-
larreal midfielder was sched-
uled to travel with the squad 
from their base in Boston to To-
ronto for Wednesday’s match at 
BMO Field, but his visa applica-
tion was refused by Canadian 
authorities.

FIFA confirmed the situation, 
stating that Partey would not be 
permitted to travel for the fix-

ture, while also noting that im-
migration decisions remain the 
responsibility of host nations.

Partey, who now plays club 
football in Spain with Villarreal, 

remains part of Ghana’s World 
Cup squad despite ongoing le-
gal proceedings in the United 
Kingdom. He was charged in 
July last year with seven counts 

of rape and one count of sexual 
assault relating to alleged inci-
dents between 2020 and 2022. 
He denies all charges and is on 
bail pending a trial scheduled 
for June 2027.

Despite the charges, Partey 
has continued to play profes-
sionally for Villarreal and has 
made appearances for the Span-
ish club since the allegations 
were brought.

Ghana begin their World Cup 
campaign against Panama in 
Toronto before facing England 
in their second Group L match 
in Boston on June 23.

Partey in action for his national team during a previous appearance.



Burgan pull away late 
to end Al Najma hopes
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Al Najma were 
knocked out of the 28th 
Asian Men’s Club League 

Handball Championship yes-
terday after falling 28–24 to 
Kuwait’s Burgan Club at Sabah 
Al-Salem, Kuwait.

The result ended Najma’s 
hopes of reaching the semi-fi-
nals and also confirmed their 
elimination from contention 
for qualification to the 19th IHF 
Men’s Handball Club World 
Championship, set to take place 
in Egypt in October.

Najma came into the match 
needing a result to stay in con-
tention but could not hold off a 
strong late surge from Burgan, 
who pulled away in the closing 
minutes after a closely contest-
ed battle.

The first half was evenly 
matched, with both sides trad-
ing goals throughout a fast-
paced opening spell. Al Najma 
struck first through Mohamed 
Ahmed, but Burgan quickly re-
sponded and gradually edged 
ahead behind the scoring of Hu-
sain Almutawa and Mahmoud 
Mohsen.

The Kuwait side carried a nar-
row 14–13 lead into half-time af-
ter a back-and-forth opening 30 
minutes that saw neither team 
establish full control.

Najma stayed within reach 
for much of the second half and 
briefly levelled the contest at 
21–21 midway through the pe-

riod, with Sayed Ali Shubbar 
and Jasim Khamis among those 
keeping the Bahrain side in con-
tention.

However, Burgan began to as-
sert themselves in transition as 
the match entered its final stag-
es. Mahmoud Mohsen proved 
decisive, finishing as the game’s 
top scorer with 11 goals, while 
Burgan’s fastbreak efficiency 
and clinical finishing created 
the separation they needed.

After Najma had once again 
closed the gap to 23–22, Burgan 

responded with a decisive run, 
scoring five of the final seven 
goals to put the contest beyond 
reach. Consecutive strikes in the 
final minutes ensured a four-
goal margin at the buzzer.

For Al Najma, Saud Aljunaid 
and Sayed Ali Shubbar led the 
scoring with five goals each, 
while Mohamed Ahmed and 
Jasim Khamis added four apiece 
in a valiant but ultimately un-
successful effort.

Burgan’s supporting cast also 
made key contributions, with 

Husain Almutawa adding six 
goals, while Hussain Ali and Ah-
mad Alqallaf provided impor-
tant late strikes to seal the win.

The defeat leaves Al Najma 
with a record of one win, one 
draw, and three losses from 
their campaign.

They will now conclude their 
tournament schedule against 
Khaleej Club of Saudi Arabia to-
morrow at 8pm Bahrain time, in 
what will be a final opportunity 
to end their Asian campaign on 
a positive note.

McLaren’s Norris 
pips Russell in second 
Barcelona F1 practice

AFP | Barcelona

Lando Norris edged fellow 
Briton George Russell by 

just 0.009s to top second prac-
tice yesterday for the Barce-
lona-Catalunya Formula One 
Grand Prix.

Reigning world champion 
Norris, who sat out the open-
ing session, and his team-mate 
Oscar Piastri sandwiched the 
Mercedes driver for the top 
three, with the Australian 
coming in 0.057s off the top 
time.

Italian teenage sensation 
Kimi Antonelli, who leads 
the championship after five 
straight triumphs in the other 
Mercedes, came in fifth, over 
half a second behind Norris, 
with Charles Leclerc fourth in 
his upgraded Ferrari.

Piastri, who came second 
in the opening practice and 
triumphed in Barcelona last 
year, set an early time to beat of 

1:15.724, already ahead of the 
best morning time as McLaren 
flexed their muscles.

Russell, who was quickest 
in the opening session on a 
hot, sunny day in Barcelona, 
with track temperatures up 
at 50 degrees centigrade, was 
soon on his tail, two 10ths of a 
second behind.

The 28-year-old is compet-
ing in his 100th Grand Prix 
for the Silver Arrows and two 
strong practice sessions are 
encouraging after his troubled 
start to the season.

Racing Bulls’ Liam Lawson 
pulled up in the pit exit lane 
after losing power because 
of a suspected gearbox issue, 
with the virtual safety car  
deployed.

Several teams used that time 
to bolt on the softs, includ-
ing Mercedes, and midway 
through the session Russell 
zipped into the lead by 0.289 
seconds, with Antonelli half a 
second behind.

McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris is pictured in the pit lane during the 
second practice

Al Najma’s Sayed Ali Shubbar goes for goal
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Bahrain re-sign JaKarr Sampson 
ahead of Asia Cup pre-qualifiers

Hussain Almaskati

The Bahrain Basketball Fed-
eration has announced the 

re-contracting of American 
player JaKarr Sampson to rep-
resent the men’s national team 
during the upcoming phase of 
preparations for the 2029 FIBA 
Asia Cup.

Bahrain’s journey in the 
First Round of the Asia Cup 
Pre-Qualifiers will take place 
in Dubai from August 24 to 
September 1, with the team 
placed in Group A alongside 
the United Arab Emirates, Ku-
wait, Oman, and Nepal. The 

side is coached by Georgios 
Vovoras.

Sampson, a former NBA 
player, previously represented 
Bahrain during the summer of 
2025. He featured in the 44th 
William Jones Cup in Chinese 
Taipei and later played a key 
role in the 26th Men’s Arab 
Basketball Championship held 
in Bahrain.

During that tournament, 
Sampson delivered standout 
performances and was named 
Most Valuable Player, under-
lining his impact on the na-
tional team setup.

Sampson in action during the Men’s Arab Basketball Championship

Bahrain Aquatics Cup 
opens with 380 swimmers

The Bahrain Aquatics Fed-
eration Cup got underway 

yesterday, bringing together 380 
swimmers from 28 countries; 
the two-day competition con-
cludes today.

The opening day saw strong 
participation and highly com-
petitive races across multiple 
events, reflecting the continued 
rise in aquatic sports standards 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The 
event also attracted a vibrant 
crowd, with spectators and fam-
ilies contributing to an energetic 
atmosphere around the pool.

Notable sporting figures at-
tended the tournament, includ-
ing Abdulla Attiya, President of 
the Bahrain Aquatics Federation, 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ibrahim Al 
Khalifa, Head of Riffa Aquatics, 
and Saeed Khalifa Al Buflasa, 
Vice President of Riffa Aquatics.

Organisers noted that the 
strong turnout and level of per-
formance reflect the ongoing 
development of swimming in 
Bahrain, alongside growing 
public interest in aquatic disci-
plines across the region.

The championship features 
a structured prize system de-
signed to reward top performers 
across all categories. Individual 
awards will be presented to the 

leading swimmers: the winner 
receives $1,000, second place 
$500, and third place $250.

A Club Open Champion title 

will also be awarded, along with 
a $3,000 prize and the champi-
onship trophy for the top-per-
forming club.

In addition, gold, silver, and 
bronze medals will be awarded 
to the top three finishers across 
all age categories and events.

Swimming action at the General Sports Authority Swimming Pool in Khalifa Sports City

Bahrain Aquatics Federation President Abdulla Attiya with Riffa Aquatics officials during the opening day of the event



South Korea fight back to defeat Czech Republic 2–1
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

South Korea came from 
behind to secure a 2–1 

victory over the Czech 
Republic in their open-
ing Group A match of 
the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup at Guadalajara 
Stadium yesterday, 
overturning a sec-
ond-half deficit to 
join Mexico at the 
top of the group.

S o u t h  K o r e a 
looked the more 
t h r e a t e n i n g 
side for much 
of the first half 
and controlled 
large spells of 
possess ion, 
b u t  t h e y 

were unable to find a 
b r e a k t h r o u g h  b e -
fore the interval. The 
Czech Republic, mean-
while, relied largely on 
set pieces and counter-

attacking opportunities 
as both sides went into 
the break level.

Despite South Ko-
rea’s dominance, it was 
the Czech Republic 

who opened the scoring 
against the run of play in 

the 59th minute through 
captain Ladislav Krejcí. The 
goal came from a familiar 
source, with Vladimír Cou-
fal — who registered eight 
assists for Hoffenheim dur-
ing the Bundesliga season 
— launching a long throw 

into the penalty area. The 
delivery reached the edge of 
the six-yard box, where an 
unmarked Krejcí timed his 
leap perfectly before guid-
ing his header beyond goal-
keeper Kim Seung-gyu.

South Korea respond-
ed positively and found 
an equaliser just eight 
minutes later through 

H w a n g  I n -

beom. Lee Kang-in received a 
pass from Lee Gi-hyuk deep in 
midfield and turned sharply be-
fore threading an incisive ball 
through the Czech defensive 
lines and into the penalty area. 

Hwang controlled the pass 
superbly, drawing goalkeeper 
Matej Kovár off his line before 
cutting back onto his right foot 
with impressive balance. The 
midfielder left defender Rob-
in Hranác sliding desperately 
across the turf before delicately 

chipping a finish that trickled 
into the far corner.

The Czech Republic thought 
they had restored their advan-
tage in the 78th minute through 
another set-piece routine. 
Michal Sadílek delivered a free-
kick into the danger area and the 
ball was headed home by West 
Ham United midfielder Tomáš 
Soucek. Celebrations, however, 
were cut short as the offside flag 
was raised, ensuring the scores 
remained level.

Just two minutes later, South 
Korea completed the turna-
round. The dramatic swing in 
momentum inside Guadalajara 
Stadium continued as Seung-ho 
Paik produced a sweeping first-
time pass over the Czech de-
fence into the path of Hwang 
In-beom. 

The midfielder continued his 
run down the flank before deliv-
ering a low cross into the penalty 
area, where substitute Oh Hyun-
gyu arrived to finish first time 
beyond Kovár. The goal came 
only 11 minutes after the forward 
had entered the match.

The Czech Republic pushed 
for a late equaliser and came 
agonisingly close in the clos-

ing stages. A well-worked move 
saw Adam Hložek drive into the 
penalty area before shifting the 
ball to Mojmír Chytil, whose 
first-time pass back towards the 
penalty spot found an unmarked 
Sadílek. 

With only Kim Seung-gyu to 
beat, the midfielder appeared 
destined to score, but the South 
Korean goalkeeper reacted bril-
liantly, scrambling off his line to 
make a crucial save and preserve 
his side’s lead.

South Korea held on through 
the remaining minutes to secure 
all three points and complete an 
impressive comeback victory, 
while the Czech Republic were 
left to rue missed opportunities 
after seeing a second-half lead 
slip away.

Looking ahead, South Korea 
will face co-hosts Mexico on 
June 19 at 4am at Guadalajara 
Stadium, with both sides seeking 
to build on opening-day victo-
ries. 

The Czech Republic will take 
on South Africa on June 18 at 
7pm as both teams look to re-
cover from defeats in their first 
group-stage matches. Both times 
are in Bahrain time.

Late Larin goal 
rescues Canada point

Hussain Almaskati

Co-hosts Canada were 
held to a 1–1 draw by 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

in their Group B opener at To-
ronto Stadium yesterday, after a 
match in which both sides cre-
ated major chances but neither 
could find a winner.

Bosnia, making only their 
second World Cup appearance 
after Brazil 2014, struck first in 
the 21st minute through Jovo 
Lukić, who headed home from 
close range after Sead Kolašinac 
flicked on a corner. The well-
worked set piece punished 
Canada’s early territorial dom-
inance and handed the visitors 
a surprise lead.

Despite controlling pos-
session and territory for long 
spells, Jesse Marsch’s side 
struggled to convert their 
pressure into goals in the first 
half. Their clearest opportu-
nity came in the 33rd minute 
when Tani Oluweseyi broke 
into space inside the box but 
leaned back and volleyed over.

Bosnia went into half-time 
leading 1–0, having offered lit-
tle from open play but proving 
clinical from their only real at-
tacking routine.

Canada pushed forward im-
mediately after the break and 
came close again early in the sec-
ond half when Oluweseyi turned 
sharply in the box and forced a 
strong save from Nikola Vasilj. 
Moments later, Bosnia had 
a golden opportunity of their 
own, with Ermedin Demirović 
released one-on-one, only for 
Maxime Crépeau to make a cru-
cial save with his foot.

The game continued to swing 
end-to-end. In the 54th minute, 

Canada struck the woodwork 
when Richie Laryea’s low effort 
was deflected onto the crossbar 
following slick build-up play. 
Moments later, Bosnia sur-
vived another scare as Hadži-
ahmetović cleared Oluweseyi’s 
header off the line from a dan-
gerous Shaffelburg cross.

The breakthrough finally 
came in the 78th minute when 
Jonathan David combined with 
Ismael Kone before finding sub-
stitute Cyle Larin. Larin held 
off his defender and fired low 
into the bottom corner as the 
stadium erupted.

Canada pushed for a late 
winner, but Bosnia held firm 
through added pressure to se-
cure a point from a tightly con-
tested Group B opener.

The result leaves Canada still 
searching for a first World Cup 
win on home soil, while Bosnia 
will take encouragement from 
a disciplined defensive display 
and a well-taken set-piece goal.

Canada will next face Qatar 
on home soil on July 19 at 1:00 
AM, while Bosnia will take on 
Switzerland a day earlier at 
10:00 PM. Both times are shown 
in Bahrain time.

Bahrain to host FIA 
WEC for next ten years

TDT | Manama

The FIA World Endurance 
Championship will con-

tinue to visit Bahrain Inter-
national Circuit (BIC) until at 
least 2036, following a long-
term extension of the Middle 
Eastern venue’s agreement 
with the series.

One of the events that con-
stituted the calendar in FIA 
WEC’s inaugural campaign 
back in 2012, BIC has hosted 
14 races to-date – with only Le 
Mans’ legendary Circuit de la 
Sarthe and Belgium’s Circuit 
de Spa-Francorchamps hav-
ing welcomed the champion-
ship more often. It has been 
a regular venue for the final 
race of the season, crowning 
countless champions over the 
years.

Initially taking place over 
six hours, in recent seasons, 
the duration of the race has 
increased to eight hours – put-
ting drivers and cars firmly to 
the test as they battle from day 
into night against the back-
drop of the Sakhir desert.

With up to 54 gear changes 
per lap and top speeds ap-
proaching 300km/h, the de-

manding 5.412km layout is a 
real test of driver skill, with its 
wide nature encouraging au-
dacious overtaking manoeu-
vres and generating countless 
captivating battles over the 
years.

Beyond the race weekend, 
BIC has frequently staged the 
annual Rookie Test and end-
of-season Prizegiving cere-
mony, with the 2027 edition 
of the Bapco Energies 8 Hours 
of Bahrain announced to take 
place on 4-6 November next 
year. The 2026 race weekend 
is scheduled for   5-7 Novem-
ber.

Frédéric Lequien, CEO, FIA 
World Endurance Champion-
ship, said:

“We are delighted to have 
renewed our contract with 
Bahrain International Circuit. 
Since first featuring on the 
FIA World Endurance Cham-
pionship calendar 14 years 
ago, it has firmly established 
itself as a popular stop on 
the schedule, with a tremen-
dously warm welcome from 
the enthusiastic local team 
and superb organisation from 
start-to-finish. We look for-
ward to many more exciting 

showdowns in Sakhir!”
Shaikh Salman bin Isa Al 

Khalifa, Chief Executive of 
Bahrain International Circuit, 
said:

“Our new contract with FIA 
WEC continues Bahrain’s long-
term commitment to elite mo-
torsport, and we are proud of 
our shared history with the 
pinnacle of endurance rac-
ing. Since our partnership be-
gan in the inaugural season of 
2012, FIA WEC has developed 
to become an integral part of 
the global motorsport calen-
dar, with participation and 
fan attendance continuing to 
grow at an impressive rate. In 
Bahrain, the event remains a 
major highlight of our racing 
season and we continue to see 
record crowds every year.

“We are therefore delighted 
that the spirit of Le Mans will 
continue in Bahrain through 
the 20th anniversary of the 
series and well beyond. We 
thank the whole FIA WEC 
community for placing their 
trust in us as we embark upon 
the next phase of our partner-
ship with shared optimism 
and excitement for the fu-
ture.”

Empty seats were visi-
ble despite the official 
attendance of 45,664

KNOW WHAT

Supporters create a lively atmosphere ahead of kick-off
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South Korea’s Hwang In-beom 
celebrates after scoring the equaliser

Cyle Larin reacts after levelling for Canada against Bosnia


