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MICHAEL YOUNG 

As the United States col-
ludes with Israel’s right-
wing government in un-

dermining a two-state solution 
with the Palestinians, it may 
help to revive an alarming idea. 
With Israel facing an expand-
ing number of Palestinians in 
the West Bank, and no plan for 
what to do with them, this may 
resuscitate the idea of transfer-
ring them out of the territories, 
allowing for a more complete 
integration of the West Bank 
into Israel.

To put this in context, this 
past weekend the US ambas-
sador to Israel,  David Fried-
man, told the New York Times: 
“Under certain circumstances, 
I think Israel has the right to 
retain some, but unlikely all, of 
the West Bank.” Such a move 
would make a two-state solution 
impossible, unless the Palestin-
ians were to accept an entirely 
dependent, quasi-entity, ringed 
by Israel’s army, with none of 
the attributes of sovereignty.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has long sought to 
extend Israeli law to parts of 
the West Bank. However, his an-
nexationist designs could return 
us to another time in Israel’s 
history, before the declaration 
of the state in 1948.

During the 1930s, the idea of 
“transferring” the Palestinian 
population out of Palestine to 
make room for Jewish immigra-
tion was at the heart of Zionist 
thinking. Many in the Zionist 
movement considered that Pal-
estinians could move to fellow 
Arab countries, without any 
prejudice to them, as there was 
no recognition among them of a 
Palestinian nationalist identity.

A particularly revealing mo-

ment occurred in 1937, when 
the British Peel Commission 
proposed the partition of Pales-
tine into a Jewish and an Arab 
state. The Zionist leader Da-
vid Ben-Gurion supported the 
proposals, but understood that 
they would only be acceptable 
if there were provisions for the 
removal of the Palestinians who 
remained in the Jewish state. 
Because Arabs represented half 
the population of that state, un-
less they were “transferred” 
they would have quickly formed 
a majority, owing to their higher 
birth rate.

If Israel  annexes the West 
Bank, it will have to deal with 
upwards of what its Civil Ad-
ministration estimated in 2012 
to be some 2.6 million Pales-
tinians in the territory. While 
they may be penned into areas 
of Palestinian autonomy, the 
long-term prospect that relative 
peace will prevail is difficult to 
imagine – particularly if Pales-
tinians continue to be denied 
civil and political rights, and 
are pushed into increasingly 
restricted areas, as Israel con-
solidates and builds up the land 
under its control.

That is not to say that the Is-
raelis will engage in the mass 
expulsions of Palestinians. Such 
scenes would be too reminiscent 
of ethnic cleansing in places 
such as Syria and Bosnia, and 
would bring international con-
demnation. However, Israel 
is aware that it is also facing a 
demographic time bomb and 
that, sooner or later, the millions 
of Palestinians under its con-
trol may rise up, representing a 
threat in the West Bank. This is 
all the more likely if annexation 
transforms many of its areas into 
Israel proper.

In such an event, armed 

clashes between Palestinians 
and Israelis, particularly if the 
Palestinian security forces get 
involved, could lead to dynamics 
that Israel exploits. Heavy fight-
ing could create major popula-
tion movements towards safer 

areas, perhaps allowing Israel to 
channel Palestinians into neigh-
bouring Jordan. Certainly, the 
Israelis would strenuously deny 
any such intention, but fighting 
shaped the demographic land-
scape in 1948. So, why presume 

that such a thing could not hap-
pen again?

Considering that something 
might happen is not the same as 
saying that it will. Israeli society 
may yet sense where all this is 
going, and decide that becom-

ing a pariah is a prospect to be 
rejected. However, Mr Netanya-
hu does not believe that Israel 
has to give up land, and in this 
he is backed by the US. There is a 
direct line between such think-
ing and the view before 1948 

GOOD GOVERNANCE WITH 
GOOD INTENTIONS IS THE 
HALLMARK OF OUR GOVERN-
MENT. IMPLEMENTATION 
WITH INTEGRITY IS OUR CORE 
PASSION. 
NARENDRA MODI

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

The view 
that it is in 
the interest 
of Israel to 
obtain the 

greatest 
amount of 
land with 

the fewest 
numbers of 

Palestinians 
stretches back 

decades

The idea of population transfer rears its head again

NICK MARCH 

Wh e n  A p p l e  a n -
nounced last week 
that it was  killing 

iTunes, few mourned the appli-
cation’s impending demise. In 
fact, most critics described it as 
having become bloated over its 
long life. In response, Apple will 
break the existing version down 
into three parts – music, TV and 
podcasts – to make it more intu-
itive and user-friendly.

I was neither an early adopter 
of iTunes nor an especially late 
arrival, and, like millions of oth-
ers around the world, I’ve now 
shifted to paying a monthly fee 
to stream music. Nevertheless, 
I will miss the idea of iTunes, 
if not the overgrown mess it 
became.

When it was launched, two 
years after the iPod’s 2001 un-
veiling, the iTunes store was 
envisaged as a rebuttal to peer-
to-peer file sharing websites, 
principally Napster, which had 
risen to prominence in the free-
for-all of the dot-com boom 
years.

The late Apple boss Steve 

Jobs pitched it to a generation 
of consumers who still lived by 
the old-world rules that it was 
better to buy than to rent, and 
that it was better to do things 
legally than to hang out with a 
bunch of internet pirates.

He also gambled that there 
were millions of music lovers 
who wanted to replicate the 
experience of browsing through 
new albums and spending mon-
ey, just as they had done for 
many years in the physical 
space of a record shop.

“People want to own the mu-
sic they love,” Jobs insisted in 
2003. He was right.

Even those of us who had 
been coerced by the music in-
dustry into buying the same 
music in successive formats – 
vinyl, cassette, CD and Minidisc 
– understood that iTunes and 
the iPod represented an excit-
ing new destination point.

Where Sony’s Walkman and 
its successors had allowed users 
to take their music wherever 
they went, they were limited 
by their inability to carry more 
than an amuse bouche of the 
songs a person might want to 

By bringing 
the model of 
a traditional 
record shop 

online, Apple 
kept the idea 

of owning and 
keeping songs 

alive

The end of iTunes marks the day music really died

Although a digital service, Apple’s iTunes was inspired by the ownership of physical music.  

To mobilise the 
ambition we need, 
I am convening 
a Climate Action 
Summit on 23 
September, at UN 
Headquarters 
in New York. I 
have asked world 
leaders to come 
with concrete 
and realistic 
plans to rapidly 
accelerate action 
to implement the 
Paris Agreement. 
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It is past time to STOP 
the harassment of the 

President and the first 
family. We need to figure 
out how an accusation 
was able to be funded by 
the DNC, cooked up in 
the Obama White House, 
and then polluted by Rus-
sians. We’re gonna figure 
out what happened.

@RepMattGaetz

Scorching heat of near-
ly 50 degree celsius 

in Churu, Rajasthan has 
not deterred the moral 
of these hard working 
employees of India Post, 
who are performing their 
duty of delivering letters 
to people at their door-
step, with sincerity and 
commitment.

@rsprasad

If I responded angrily to 
every person who seeks 

to provoke anger from me 
on social media, I’d never 
experience peace, purpose 
or progress. Be a good 
steward of your energy. It’s 
okay to let provocateurs 
leave empty handed.

@BerniceKing

Introduced the Canadi-
an Snowbird Visa Act 

with @RepTedDeutch 
this morning. This bipar-
tisan bill will extend the 
time Canadians who own 
a home in the U.S. can 
travel within the Unit-
ed States by 2 months 
-- which is great for our 
North Country economy!
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ing a pariah is a prospect to be 
rejected. However, Mr Netanya-
hu does not believe that Israel 
has to give up land, and in this 
he is backed by the US. There is a 
direct line between such think-
ing and the view before 1948 

that it was in the interest of the 
Jewish community in Palestine 
to obtain the greatest amount of 
land with the fewest numbers of 
Palestinians.

The Jordanians are particu-
larly worried by the direction 

of Israeli policy today. They 
don’t really believe that Mr 
Netanyahu, or a successor, will 
do everything possible to avoid 
a Palestinian takeover of their 
country. The “Jordan is Pales-
tine” mantra has long been em-

braced by the Israeli right, and 
that is not about to change. In 
advancing Israeli expansionism, 
the leaders on the right will do 
whatever it takes to secure their 
aims.

Would such “transfer” of the 
Palestinians work? In a region 
where millions of people have 
been forcibly displaced, with 
anaemic responses from the 
international community, it is 
difficult to rule out such an op-
tion. Moreover, if a Palestin-
ian exodus were the result of 
fighting, Israel could spin it all 
as an act of self-defence. It has 
done so time and again in Gaza, 
despite the overwhelming lev-
el of Israeli destruction in the 
territory. We’re not in a region 
where victims are used to get-
ting satisfaction.

Hopefully, this will not occur. 
However, everything points to 
a profoundly destructive dead-
lock on the Palestinian-Israeli 
front in the years ahead. Such 
deadlock already has existential 
implications, and so may bring 
about existential reactions. It is 
in such fraught environments 
that ethnic cleansing often takes 
place.

1967
U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson 
nominates Solicitor-General Thurgood 
Marshall to become the first black 
justice on the U.S. Supreme Court.

1971
Vietnam War: The New York 
Times begins publication of the 
Pentagon Papers.

1977
Convicted Martin Luther King 
Jr. assassin James Earl Ray is 
recaptured after escaping from 
prison three days before.

1981
At the Trooping the Colour 
ceremony in London, a teenager, 
Marcus Sarjeant, fires six blank 
shots at Queen Elizabeth II.
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The idea of population transfer rears its head again
If Israel annexes the West 
Bank, it will have to deal 

with upwards of what 
its Civil Administration 

estimated in 2012 to 
be some 2.6 million 
Palestinians in the 

territory. While they may 
be penned into areas of 

Palestinian autonomy, the 
long-term prospect that 

relative peace will prevail is 
difficult to imagine.

listen to. In comparison, the 
iPod, marketed as “1,000 songs 
in your pocket”, offered an en-
tire banquet.

With iTunes, it was like hav-
ing your local record shop repo-
sitioned as a 24-hour conveni-
ence store. The software’s other 
bit of genius was to enable users 
to create a vast digital jukebox 
from their old CDs and their 
new digital purchases.

But Jobs was also wrong. The 
world has now moved on. Few 
people want to buy any more. 
Most of us want to rent. In fact, 
with the notable exception of 
vinyl enthusiasts, who have 
grown in number over recent 
years, we are far more likely to 
buy a latte than a long-player. 
That’s what makes me mourn 
for iTunes.

There is an argument to say 
that the music industry has 
never been more vibrant, more 
diverse or, indeed, more able 
to support so many different 
genres than it is today.

But my biggest problem with 
the death of iTunes is the mod-
ern-day business model that it 
effectively rubber stamps.

Don’t get me wrong, month-
ly subscription models work 
well for TV streaming services. 
In fact, they work so well that 
they’ve ushered in a new “gold-
en age” of programming.

By contrast, the music busi-
ness was a disruptive industry 
long before that phrase came 
into common usage. Popular 
music spurred rebellion, but re-
curring monthly subscriptions 
can never be seen as a counter-
cultural act of defiance.

The publishing industry has, 

uniquely, found a halfway house 
between e-books and the paper 
variety, in which many of us buy 
a new release on an electronic 
device, but also still appreciate 
the experience of reading and 
owning a paperback or hard-
back.

I doubt that the “people want 
to own the music they love” 
rallying cry that Jobs made 
16 years ago will ever gather 
strength again. Even when Ap-
ple switches iTunes off, and the 
music we’ve collated over the 
years becomes harder to access, 
there will, for most of us, be 
no great rush back to physical 
music.

Years ago it became popu-
lar to describe the arrival of 
iTunes as the day the music 
died. It wasn’t. Apple seized 
control of the music business 
with its introduction, but it 
also wrested primacy away 
from the pirates.

The death of iTunes marks 
the point where music stopped 
being collectible and became a 
common consumable. It is the 
moment when we jumped to 
paying for nothing at all.

The end of iTunes marks the day music really died

Although a digital service, Apple’s iTunes was inspired by the ownership of physical music.  

ANTÓNIO GUTERRES

Every year on 21 Sep-
tember, the United Na-
tions calls on all nations 

and people to put down their 
weapons and reaffirm their 
commitment to living in har-
mony with one another.  To-
day, as we mark the 100-day 
countdown to the next Inter-
national Day of Peace, I invite 
global reflection on this year’s 
timely theme.

“Climate Action for Peace” 
brings a clear message: the 
global climate emergency is a 
threat to security and stability. 
As coastal areas and degraded 
inland areas are becoming un-
inhabitable, millions of people 
are being forced to seek safe-
ty and better lives elsewhere. 
With extreme weather events 
and disasters becoming more 
frequent and severe, disputes 
over dwindling resources risk 
fuelling climate-related con-

flict.   
Last month, 

I visited the 
South Pacific 
and saw the 
challenges be-
ing endured by 
those on the 
frontlines of 
this existential 
danger.  But it 
is not just re-
mote islands 
whose future 
i s  i n  j e o p -
ardy.  What 
is happening 
there is a sign 
of what is in 
store for all 
human-kind. 
U rg e n t  c l i -
mate action is 
a global imper-

ative. 
To mobilise the ambition we 

need, I am convening a Climate 
Action Summit on 23 Septem-
ber, at UN Headquarters in New 
York. I have asked world lead-
ers to come with concrete and 
realistic plans to rapidly accel-
erate action to implement the 
Paris Agreement, and to make 
a pivotal shift toward a clean-
er, safer and greener future.  
In this endeavour, they will be 
backed by the passionate voic-
es of young women and men 
around the world, who under-
stand their future is at stake. 

This is the battle of our lives, 
and a race against time. We can 
win – and we must.  Solutions 
are in our hands: tax pollution, 
not people; stop subsidising 
fossil fuels; stop building new 
coal plants by 2020; focus on 
a green economy, not a grey 
economy. I count on your con-
tinued support as we strive to 
build a world where we can 
live every day in harmony with 
the environment and with 
each other.   

(António Guterres is the secretary-
general of the United Nations). 

Urgent 
climate 
action, 
a global 

imperative 

There is an argument to say 
that the music industry has 
never been more vibrant, 
more diverse or, indeed, 
more able to support so 

many different genres than 
it is today.


