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"I think that
we were quite
flexible. We were
quite accommo-
dating. The pres-
ident told us, You
need to come
here in good
faith and make
your best effort
to get a deal.
We did that and,
unfortunately,
we weren'’t able
to make head-
way."

JD Vance
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"We leave here with a very simple pro-
posal, a method of understanding that

is our final and best offer. We'll see if
the Iranians accept it. The simple fact
is that we need to see an affirmative

commitment that they will not seek
a nuclear weapon and they will not

seek the tools that would enable them
to quickly achieve a nuclear weapon.

The simple question is, do we see a

fundamental commitment of will for
the Iranians not to develop a nuclear

weapon -- not just now, not just two

years from now, but for the long term?

We haven'’t seen that yet. We hope
that we will.”

Vance said that the core dispute was on nuclear weapons

Trump says Us Navy
to block Hormuz

“THIS IS WORLD EXTORTION. | have also instructed our
Navy to seek and interdict every vessel in International

Effective immediately, the United States
Navy, the Finest in the World, will begin
the process of BLOCKADING any and all
Ships trying to enter, or leave, the Strait of
Hormuz. Any Iranian who fires at us, or at
peaceful vessels, will be BLOWN TO HELL!

TRUMP

Waters that has paid a toll to Iran. No one who pays an
illegal toll will have safe passage on the high seas. We
will also begin destroying the mines the Iranians laid in

the Straits.”

"I have always said, right from the beginning, and many years ago, IRAN WILL NEVER HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON!" Trump said. "The Blockade will begin shortly. Other Countries will be involved with this
Blockade. Iran will not be allowed to profit off this lllegal Act of EXTORTION."

rump did not name the
other countries he ex-

pects to join the US Navy

cordon and, before his post, m=

many international capitals had
called for the temporary truce in
the Gulf to be preserved while
Washington and Tehran seek a
diplomatic solution.

Vance left Pakistan after the
talks -- the highest-level meet-
ing between the two sides since
the 1979 Islamic revolution --
and warned that Washington
had made Tehran its “final and
best offer” for a deal, adding:
“We’ll see if the Iranians accept
it

Commit to ceasefire: Pakistan

Pakistan, which hosted the
talks and whose leadership had
ushered the rival sides to the
table, said it would keep facili-

% ties continue to uphold their

tating dialogue and urged both
countries to continue respecting
the temporary truce.

“It is imperative that the par-

. commitment to ceasefire,” For-

eign Minister Ishaq Dar said.
50% tariff on Chinese imports

Later, in a Fox News inter-
view, Trump threatened to im-

_ pose a 50% tariff on Chinese

imports if Beijing tries to help
the Iranian military, and added:
“I could take out Iran in one day.
I could have their entire energy
everything, every one of their
plants, their electric generating
plants, which is a big deal.”

UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer called the Sultan of
Oman, Haitham bin Tariqg, and
both leaders agreed it “was
vital there was a continua-

tion of the ceasefire, and that
all parties avoided any further
escalation”.

An EU spokesman said diplo-
macy would be “essential” to
securing peace and hailed Paki-
stan’s mediation efforts, while
Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin called Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian to offer his
services to the diplomatic effort.

“Vladimir Putin emphasised
his readiness to further facil-
itate the search for a political
and diplomatic settlement to
the conflict, and to mediate ef-
forts to achieve a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East,” the
Kremlin said, in its readout of
the call.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards warned they have traffic in the strategic waterway under full control and
would trap any enemy who try to challenge it “in a deadly vortex in the Strait if it makes the wrong

move”.
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Abyssinian War ends as British
and Indian troops capture
Magdala and Ethiopian Emperor
Tewodros I1 commits suicide
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am deeply saddened
by the passing of Smt.
Asha Bhosle ji, one of
India’s most renowned
and versatile voices. Her
unique musical journey
spanning decades has
enriched our cultural
heritage and touched
the hearts of countless
people around the world.
From soulful melodies to
spirited compositions,
her voice carried a time-
less brilliance. T will for-
ever cherish the memo-
ries of my conversations
with her. My heartfelt
condolences to her fami-
ly, fans, and music lovers.
She will continue to in-
spire future generations,
and her songs will for-
ever resonate in people’s
lives.
@narendramodi
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he simple fact is that
we need to see an af-
firmative commitment
that they will not seek a
nuclear weapon, and they
will not seek the tools that
would enable them to
quickly achieve a nuclear
weapon.
@vP

oday, many Eastern
Churches celebrate
Easter according to the
Julian calendar. In com-
munion of faith in the
Risen Lord, I extend my
heartfelt wishes for peace
to all these communities.
Let us #PrayTogether for
all those suffering due to
war, particularly for the
dear people of Ukraine.
May the light of Christ
bring comfort to afflicted
hearts and strengthen the
hope for peace. May the
international communi-
ty’s attention to the trag-
edy of this war not waver!
@Pontifex

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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