
BIKC set for action-packed double-header this weekend in Bahrain Rotax MAX karting
Manama

Bahrain International Cir-
cuit (BIC) is all set for an 

exciting and action-packed 
weekend of grassroots motor-
sport when it hosts the sixth 
and seventh rounds – back-
to-back – of the 2025/2026 
Bahrain Rotax MAX Challenge 
(BRMC), the Kingdom’s premier 
karting championship.

The very best local karting 
talents will be going wheel-
to-wheel in their very own 
Rotax-powered machinery at 
Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BIKC) in Sakhir.

Round six is scheduled for 
tomorrow followed by the sev-
enth meeting on Saturday.

Competitors will be battling 

it out along BIKC’s 1.414-kilo-
metre CIK-FIA track across five 
high-octane categories, includ-
ing Micro MAX, Mini MAX, Jun-
ior MAX, Senior MAX, and DD2 
MAX.

All are welcome to attend. 
Entrance to BIKC is free of 
charge.

A stacked field of some of 
Bahrain’s leading karters are 
set to line up on the grid at 
BIKC.

In round six, set to battle in 
the Micro MAX class are Enzo 
Younes, Rashid Almahroos, 
Sami Ramiz Albandak, and 
Ahmed Almudahka.

The Mini MAX will see a field 
of Faisal Alnajjar, Leo Saruhan, 
Rayyan Najjar, Hassan Baqer, 
Rhys Daulat, Ehan Anjam, and 

Saish Chinchrekar.
The Junior MAX class will be 

spearheaded by last season’s 
Mini MAX champion Shaikh 
Ahmed bin Saqer Al Khalifa, 
who will be going up against 
Leopold Juch, Jude Andrews, 
Bader Faisal, Luca Saruhan, 
Ryan Suckling, Sacha Rollett, 
and Liam Landy.

The Senior MAX once again 

features the largest grid, with 
18 competitors in round six, to 
be led by defending champion 
Tye Mejia. He will be racing 
Khaled Najjar, Luca Houghton, 
Mohammed Hilal, Mohammed 
Alhasan, Farhan Bin Shafeel, 
Yousif Alaali, Filipa Dorres, 
Musaad Albassam, Rashid Hi-
lal, Demir Abali, Samy Landy, 
Karim Rizkallah, Vedant Me-
non, Ahmad Jawed, Griffin 
Mecklenburg, Nicola Mateo 
Frigg, and Samvel Hambard-
zumyan.

The DD2 MAX category will 
see Abdulqader Qasem, Rakan 
Alfayez, and Mohammed Al-
mahroos take to the track.

Meanwhile, in round seven, 
the same fields will be suiting 
up in the Micro MAX and Sen-

ior MAX classes. In the Mini 
MAX, Hasan is not entered and 
Bader is not set to race in the 
Junior MAX.

The DD2 MAX, on the other 
hand, will see the additions 
of Mohammed Sajjad and last 
year’s title winner Abdulla 
Sajjad.

The BRMC features a total of 
eight rounds in its 2025/2026 
calendar. Following this week-
end’s double header, the cham-
pionship finale will take place 
on 18 April at BIKC.

For more information on the 
BRMC or on other events and 
activities at BIC or BIKC, vis-
it bahraingp.com, call the BIC 
Hotline on +973-17450000, or 
follow the circuit’s official so-
cial media channels.

Leclerc fastest as Testing continues
Ferrari’s Leclerc leads McLaren’s Norris in day two times in F1 Aramco Pre-Season Testing 2026

• Charles Leclerc 
powers Ferrari SF-26 
car to a fastest lap time 
of 1min 34.273s while 
running the whole day

• F1 completes first 
three-day test session 
on Friday with BIC 
set to welcome fans 
from 11am to 7pm

Manama

Formula 1 Aramco Pre-Sea-
son Testing 2026 contin-
ued today at Bahrain In-

ternational Circuit (BIC) in Sakh-
ir with Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
leading McLaren’s reigning F1 
Drivers’ World Champion Lando 
Norris atop the timesheet.

Leclerc set the day’s fastest 
time of 1min 34.273secs during 
the morning session, which took 
place in warm and sunny condi-
tions. He was one of six drivers 
who was in their team’s car for 
the full day – completing 139 laps 
in his SF-26 contender around 
BIC’s 5.412-kilometre Grand Prix 
track.

Leclerc was 0.511secs quick-
er than Norris on testing’s day 
two classification. Norris was 
the leader on opening day on 
Wednesday and continued to 
show strong pace in the MCL40 
of the F1 Constructors’ World 
Champions. He too tested the 
entire day, racking up 149 laps.

Oliver Bearman of Haas 
ranked third 1.121s from the top 
in his VF-26. Bearman was the 
lone driver in the cockpit for 
Haas today, completing 130 laps.

George Russell in Mercedes’s 
F1 W17 followed 1.193s back af-
ter running in the cooler evening 
session, while Isack Hadjar was 
in Red Bull’s RB22 for his first 
action in Bahrain. He finished 
2.288s from first as he was also 
at work the full day, although 
he registered just one lap in the 
morning.

Gabriel Bortoleto (+2.397s) 
in Audi’s R26 was sixth-quick-
est testing under BIC’s bright, 
state-of-the-art floodlights, 
Pierre Gasly (+2.450s) in Al-
pine’s A526 finished seventh 

also going for the full day, Valt-
teri Bottas (+2.551s) in Cadillac’s 
CA01 came eighth after being out 
on track in the evening, Alexan-
der Albon (+2.956s) was ninth 
following his morning testing 
in Williams’s FW48, and Nico 
Hulkenberg (+2.993s) was clas-
sified 10th after also being in 
action in the morning.

Completing the second day’s 
classification from 11th to 16th, 
respectively, were Arvid Lind-
blad (+3.197s) for Racing Bulls, 
Carlos Sainz (+3.319s) for Wil-
liams, Liam Lawson (+3.744s) for 
Racing Bulls, Fernando Alonso 
(+3.975s) for Aston Martin, and 
Sergio Perez (+4.380s) for Ca-
dillac.

Kimi Antonelli also got out on 
track today but only had three 
laps in the morning and didn’t 
set a time.

F1 Aramco Pre-Season Testing 
2026 continues Friday (Editor’s 
note: 13 February) at BIC. It will 
be the final day of the first three-
day session in Sakhir, which is 
to be followed by another three 
days of running next week from 
18 to 20 February.

Friday is another day open 
to fans, who are the first in the 
world to witness in person the 
next generation of F1 cars in ac-
tion ahead of the start of the 
2026 FIA F1 World Champion-
ship.

BIC’s gates are scheduled to 
open on Friday morning at 11am 
and close at 7pm.

F1’s superstar drivers and 
their teams are busy trying to 
maximise their track running 
and gather valuable data ahead 
of the top flight’s highly antici-
pated ‘new era’, featuring a host 
of transformative new regula-
tions around a brand-new, more 
agile F1 car.

All those attending testing will 
also be able to enjoy a series of 
off-track attractions, including 
dynamic racing simulators, a 
Batak reaction game, and a stick 
catching game.

Aside from these, fans visiting 
BIC will have the chance to see a 
display of the new 2026 F1 car in 
its special Bahrain livery.

Tickets for the open days of 
F1 Aramco Pre-Season Test-
ing 2026 cost BD10 for adults 
and BD5 for children per day. 
To buy tickets or to get more 
information, visit the circuit’s 
official website bahraingp.com 
or call the BIC Hotline on +973-
17450000.

There is also free access on 
both open days of the second 
Bahrain test on 19 and 20 Febru-
ary for all who purchased their 
tickets to the F1 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Grand Prix 2026 before 8 Sep-
tember last year.

BIC is also offering exclusive 

hospitality packages during the 
tests, featuring the best views of 
the action along with incredible, 
five-star cuisine and beverage 
selection. The hospitality lounge 
is located right above the F1 pit 
lane. Full details on BIC’s hospi-
tality offerings are available on 
bahraingp.com. The packages 
can be booked online or by call-
ing +973-17451086.

The pre-season tests will pave 
the way for the start of the new 
F1 season in Australia from 6 to 
8 March. The F1 battles will con-
tinue with races in China and Ja-
pan before heading to the King-
dom for the F1 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Grand Prix 2026 from 10 to 12 
April – the fourth round of the 
24-race world championship.

Tickets to the grand prix 
weekend are selling fast, with 
seats to the Turn 1 Grandstand 
already completely sold out and 
the Main Grandstand already 98 
per cent sold. Tickets are also 
selling out quickly for the Beyon 
Grandstand, University Grand-
stand, and Victory Grandstand.

To buy tickets or for more 
information on F1 Aramco 
Pre-Season Testing 2026, the 
F1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand 
Prix 2026, or on other events 
and activities at BIC, visit bah-
raingp.com, call the BIC Hotline, 
or follow the circuit on social  
media.
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sports of bahrain

Dar Kulaib players celebrated reaching 
the final of the 2026 West Asia Men’s 
Clubs Volleyball Championship yesterday 
after defeating fellow Bahraini side Al 
Ahli in Kuwait.


