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THE ROOTS OF EDUCATION 
ARE BITTER, BUT THE FRUIT 
IS SWEET.
ARISTOTLE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

In Syria, where even the dead are not left in peace 
KAREEM SHAHEEN 

The horror of the footage and 
the sheer depths of the sac-
rilege are difficult to fathom. 

The scenes are so repugnant that 
words that could possibly describe 
them are dispersed. It is as though 
the mind is hoping that if they are 
lost, it will eventually forget what-
ever it was that it saw.

These videos appear to have 
been shot by soldiers loyal to Syr-
ia’s President Bashar Al Assad, 
who appear to have filmed them-
selves raiding local graveyards in 
towns and villages in Idlib prov-
ince that they reclaimed in recent 
days. The soldiers, out of spite and 
a twisted desire for vengeance, are 
digging up corpses of the dead, and 
in at least one case have filmed 
themselves posing with skeletal 
remains.

The images are revolting, but 
hardly surprising. This kind of in-
humanity is the new normal in war, 
thanks to nine years of impunity 
in Syria.

Idlib is one of the last remaining 
areas in the country outside of Mr 
Al Assad’s control. Syria’s ruler, 
has reclaimed most of the country 
in scorched earth campaigns of 
great cruelty. But Idlib’s reckoning 
is catastrophic beyond measure. 
Three quarters of a million civilians 
fleeing the great bombardment to 

the Turkish border. Hundreds dead, 
hundreds of thousands freezing in 
sub-zero temperatures under flim-
sy tents. More than a million chil-
dren in the crossfire. Dozens of hos-
pitals bombed. Desecrated graves. 
Ghost towns left in the wake. Not 
even the pretense of international 
action, no justice on the horizon.

The apocalyptic humanitarian 

situation in Idlib has finally man-
aged to garner the attention of in-
ternational media in recent days. 
But the latest crisis belies a deeper 
truth – that atrocities have been 
normalised over nine years of war-
fare. Man’s inhumanity to man is 
the new normal.

Let us consider what has become 
normal because of the Syrian war.

Mr Al Assad repeatedly used 
chemical weapons throughout 
the course of the war. More than a 
thousand civilians have been killed 
or injured due to the repeated use 
of sarin and chlorine. The regime 
did not face any serious conse-
quences despite violating a clear, 
red line. Even a programme to dis-
mantle Syria’s chemical weapons 

arsenal failed to completely elim-
inate them.

Since 2011, at least 589 separate 
attacks against healthcare facilities 
were documented by Physicians for 
Human Rights, the vast majority of 
them by Mr Al Assad and his back-
ers. Attacks against medical person-
nel are illegal under international 
law. But the regime has faced no 

RASHMEE ROSHAN LALL 

The battle for the US presidency 
gets properly under way with 
Tuesday’s election in New 

Hampshire, a small north-eastern 
state, where the Democratic Party 
picks its preferred choice for pres-
idential nominee. Meanwhile, two 
seemingly contradictory narratives 
are emerging. The first is that the 
Democratic Party is simply incapable 
of winning against incumbent presi-
dent Donald Trump and his Republi-
can Party. The second is that there is 
just no way the Democrats can lose.

Both narratives are based on the 
same belief: that the success of the 
eventual Democratic nominee on 
November 3 – the day of the presi-
dential election – will have nothing 
to do with his or her domestic and 
foreign policy agendas.

The doom-and-gloom forecast 
for the Democrats is based on the 
chaos after the Iowa caucus, when 
the party was unable to adequately 
explain technological failures that 
held up the tabulation of final results. 
The ensuing confusion left the Dem-
ocratic Party looking shell-shocked 
and promoted the impression of in-
competence and unpreparedness.

A more upbeat line comes from 
political scientist Rachel Bitecofer, 
a professor at Christopher Newport 
University and a senior fellow at the 
Washington think tank Niskanen 
Centre. In 2018, Ms Bitecofer be-
came famous for accurately predict-
ing the nature and size of the Demo-
crats’ win in the November mid-term 
elections. What’s more, she made her 
prediction months ahead of the polls 
and stuck to it. So the findings of her 
2020 election model, released ahead 

of the New Hampshire primary, have 
attracted considerable attention. 
They are startling.

Ms Bitecofer reckons that the 
Democrats will almost certainly win 
back the White House, gain con-
gressional seats and may even have 
a chance at retaking the Senate. She 
has said her analysis is about “flip-
ping giant paradigms of electoral 
theory upside down” because the 
election depends on turnout rather 
than the candidate or their policy 

positions. This would be a contro-
versial, deeply contested view for 
any election almost anywhere in the 
world, but especially for that of the 
US presidency, with its long, hard-
fought campaign.

In a funny sort of way, Dr Bite-
cofer’s theory that the Democrats 
will win 2020 irrespective of their 
choice of candidate, chimes with 
the more despairing narrative men-
tioned earlier: that Democrats can-
not win against Mr Trump no matter 

who the party picks as its nominee.
Both assumptions are just that 

– assumptions. The domestic and 
foreign policy positions taken by the 
Democratic presidential hopefuls 
are certainly not inconsequential 
in the primaries. If anything, Mr 
Trump’s shock 2016 election win 
showed that even an unlikely presi-
dential candidate can upend a tough 
and crowded primary contest on 
account of their personal style and 
world-view.

Now, those who seek to replace Mr 
Trump are trying to do the same by 
offering contrasting views of Amer-
ica’s role in the world and especially 
in the Middle East.

This was apparent in the leading 
Democratic candidates’ most recent 
televised debate. Most of the sev-
en candidates on the debate stage 
called time on Mr Trump’s aggres-
sively pursued America First poli-
cies by advocating instead for more 
diplomatic initiatives, the rebuilding 

The 
vandalising 

of graveyards 
and digging 
up of bodies 

by the Assad 
regime 

demonstrate 
once again 
that man’s 

inhumanity 
to man is the 
new normal

Why a small American state can have a big impact on the world? 

At New 
Hampshire’s 

primaries, 
future US 

policies take 
shape
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No child should ever 
be forced to bear 

arms. On this Interna-
tional Day Against the 
Use of Child Soldiers, 
we recommit to building 
a future where children 
are not used as weapons 
of war. #ChildrenNotSol-
diers

@JustinTrudeau

If this is true that’s India’s 
potential rate of growth 

is below 7%, there are ma-
jor structural impediments 
to achieving higher growth, 
and loose fiscal and mone-
tary policy will not suffice. 
Need more structural re-
forms else India is doomed 
to underachieve.

@rupasubramanya

Retweet this good 
news! The number of 

confirmed cases reported 
daily in provinces other 
than Hubei dropped con-
secutively for 8 days from 
890 on Feb 3 to 377 on 
Feb 11, a drop of 57%, in-
dicating that our preven-
tion & control measures 
are working. The turning 
point will come soon!

@zlj517

The real political dan-
ger seems to be the 

media and people with 
huge social media influ-
ence frantically scream-
ing the world is on fire 
and only their loyal fol-
lowers can stop it. The 
left seems far more in-
fluenced by panic prop-
aganda and willing to act 
violently in real life.

@chadfelixg

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

2008
Australian Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd makes a historic apology 
to the Indigenous Australians 
and the Stolen Generations.

2010
A bomb explodes in the city 
of Pune, Maharashtra, India, 
killing 17 and injuring 60 more.

2012
The European Space Agency (ESA) 
conducted the first launch of the 
European Vega rocket from Europe’s 
spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana.

2017
Kim Jong-nam, brother of North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong-Un, 
is assassinated at Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport.

TODAY 
DAY IN 

HISTORY

Bahrain must guard 
against climate driven 

pandemics

Virulent viruses of modern times are hard to suppress, 
difficult to diagnose and take a long time to get an anti-
dote for. These difficulties mean that these viruses have 

a very robust incubation period and thanks to this have free 
initial run which claims huge number of lives, this condition is 
made even worse with the human beings travelling far and wide 
and becoming unwitting carriers of the viruses. The ongoing 
corona virus for instance is an apt example where a geographic 
location-based virus has transcended borders and became a 
global pandemic and created enormous psychosis in its path.

The corona virus has so for led to death of 1000 people with 
an unfortunate record of 108 peoples succumbing to the disease 
in a single day on 10th February alone. Additionally, the virus, 
according to the National Health Commission is also known to 
have infected 42,638 people since its outbreak. The correlation 
between climate change and resultant temperature spikes are 
increasingly providing an ideal environment for the pathogens 
to multiply and leap across host environments and wreak hav-
oc. The fact of the matter is that climate change itself has got 
very little to do with the birth of the virus but has a lot to do 
with how the virus or the epidemic expands and spreads in a 
very short period of time.

The traditionally high temperature zones on the planet, 
which includes Bahrain have the advantage of providing in-
hospitable high intensity temperature environment for various 
disease-causing viruses. But off late these epidemics are sur-

prisingly able to survive even the high temperature 
zones which means that the natural temperature 
barrier available with Bahrain may not be a good 
enough defense system anymore. The main problem 
is the creation of an enabling environment through 
sustained high temperatures which make it possible 
for hitherto unknown strains of viruses to jump 
from the animal species to human race. This gives 
very little time to the scientific research and medical 
community to come up with an effective antidote 
before the casualties start reaching double digits.

China unfortunately is not new to these kinds 
of viruses. Be it the SARs virus in 2002 that started 
in China and spread throughout the world with-
in months or the present strain of corona virus, 
the indications and characteristics are the same. 
Given the reoccurrence it is puzzling how China 
keeps becoming the epicenter of these devastating 
diseases, clearly some very important lessons are 
being missed here. As far back as 1992, the National 
Academy of Sciences in its report predicted that cli-
mate change will impact humans in many ways and 
viruses will be one of them. This was echoed many 

years later in the Journal of the American Medical Association 
which sounded the alarm that the rampant climate change will 
herald the spread of virulent viruses and irrepressible diseases. 
This is happening now. 

Given these conditions it is critical for Bahrain to have an ac-
tion agenda pertaining to climate change triggered epidemics. 
As a part of this a multi-agency effort must be undertaken to 
prepare a comprehensive protocol that is able to fix the param-
eters on the basis of which virus vulnerability is assessed and its 
precipitators are identified. One of the critical aspects here is 
that the viral load from human’s especially those visiting from 
outside must be clearly be defined. Apart from this Bahrain 
must also check the status of the ambient temperatures and 
define at what level the possibilities are the highest for the 
spread of those viruses that thrive on certain temperatures.

There is also an urgent need to closely inspect the various 
strains of viruses that are active in the animal species especially 
those which are consumed such as chicken, other fowl and 
livestock. These viruses stand the highest chance of moving 
on to human body through diet. As a part of its climate change 
epidemic prevention initiative Bahrain can also sensitize its 
citizens and make awareness a tool for prevention of virus 
spread. This awareness campaign can assume a multi-pronged 
approach wherein the people are educated on the demerits of 
rising temperatures and are also inculcated with the necessary 
knowledge to choose the best possible diet that does not carry 
the virus.

The epidemics such as corona virus are as real and life threat-
ening as climate change and nations and people must have a 
mitigation strategy for both. Bahrain must insulate itself against 
these climate change driven pandemics so that these diseases 
are halted in their tracks.

KOTA SRIRAJ
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In Syria, where even the dead are not left in peace 

arsenal failed to completely elim-
inate them.

Since 2011, at least 589 separate 
attacks against healthcare facilities 
were documented by Physicians for 
Human Rights, the vast majority of 
them by Mr Al Assad and his back-
ers. Attacks against medical person-
nel are illegal under international 
law. But the regime has faced no 

consequences for it, and continued 
to bomb hospitals under the pretext 
of a law it passed in 2012 declaring 
all medical facilities in opposition 
areas as de facto military targets.

The regime repeatedly used star-
vation sieges as a weapon of war to 
force the surrender of rebel-held 
towns and districts, in tight block-
ades that forced civilians to eat grass 
to survive and led to the deaths of 
children from malnutrition. Rather 
than pay any consequence, these 
tactics were repeatedly used and 
helped the regime to reclaim ter-
ritory it had lost and win the war.

More than a half a million people 
have died. Thousands of them were 
killed by barrel bombs, contain-
ers filled with TNT and shrapnel 

that are so inaccurate that their use 
may be a de facto war crime. They 
were so inaccurate that the regime’s 
helicopters often tossed them far 
behind enemy lines, lest their own 
soldiers get caught in the bombard-
ment. Thus, the bombing of civilian 
infrastructure became routine.

Tens of thousands of civilians 
remain arbitrarily detained in gov-
ernment custody, and most of them 
have been tortured. There is no re-
course for their families, and hardly 
anyone even talks about them.

Half of Syria’s population has 
been displaced, millions abroad 
and millions at home. Their flight 
was met with rising walls and pop-
ulist politicians demanding they go 
home. Refugees are not welcome. 
Conventions governing how they 
ought to be treated and enshrining 
the principles of asylum in the face 
of tyranny have been flouted and 
tossed in service of nativism and 
xenophobia.

Syria’s indelible legacy is the fact 
that nothing is sacrosanct. The 
norms of war have to be enforced 
for them to exist. Customary inter-
national law is only that for as long 
as it is a custom that is observed, 
rather than challenged, by the com-
munity of nations.

After nine years of international 
silence and inaction, it is the savage-
ry of bombing hospitals and schools 
that has become customary. 

Mr Al Assad repeatedly 
used chemical weapons 
throughout the course 
of the war. More than a 
thousand civilians have 

been killed or injured due 
to the repeated use of sarin 

and chlorine. 

Now, those who seek to replace Mr 
Trump are trying to do the same by 
offering contrasting views of Amer-
ica’s role in the world and especially 
in the Middle East.

This was apparent in the leading 
Democratic candidates’ most recent 
televised debate. Most of the sev-
en candidates on the debate stage 
called time on Mr Trump’s aggres-
sively pursued America First poli-
cies by advocating instead for more 
diplomatic initiatives, the rebuilding 

of alliances and a rethink when it 
comes to the overseas deployment 
of US military personnel, as well as 
a nuanced approach to their with-
drawal.

Three of the leading candidates 
– Pete Buttigieg, former mayor 
of South Bend, Indiana; former 
vice-president Joe Biden and sena-
tor Bernie Sanders – argued against 
the fatal US strike in December on 
Qassem Suleimani of Iran’s elite 
Quds Force.

Mr Buttigieg, who emerged from 
the Iowa caucuses as joint winner 
along with Mr Sanders, said he be-
lieved Suleimani’s actions had led to 
the killing of hundreds of Americans 
but he would have wanted to see 
more evidence of an imminent threat 
before ordering such an attack. “If 
we learned nothing else about the 
Iraq war, taking out a bad guy is not 
a good idea if you don’t know what 
you’re doing,” said the 38-year-old 
Afghan war veteran.

Mr Biden agreed that as president 
he “wouldn’t have ordered the strike 

because there is no evidence yet of 
imminent threat … Look what hap-
pened, Mr Trump’s America First 
policies made America alone”.

And Mr Sanders declared: “You 
cannot go around saying, ‘You’re a 
bad guy, we’re going to assassinate 
you’…if that happens, you’re opening 
the door to international anarchy … 
every government in the world will 
then be subjected to attacks and as-
sassination.”

The candidates expressed scep-
ticism about continuing US military 
involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and how America could lay down the 
role of world policeman. Mr Biden 
suggested it was by having “allies 
who will join us in dealing with 
failed states and terrorism”.

In sharp contradiction to recent 
US policy in Syria, many of the can-
didates emphasised the need for 
America to keep its word rather 
than renege on its commitments 
to the Kurds. Making a jibe at what 
he called Mr Trump’s “17th-cen-
tury approach” to national secu-
rity strategy, Mr Buttigieg said it 
was no more than a “big wall and a 
moat full of alligators” at a time that 
America and the world is “facing 
fundamentally different challenges 
from asymmetric warfare to cyber 
security threats”.

At this point in the presidential 
campaign, it is clear that foreign 
policy will continue to feature in the 
Democratic primaries and that it will 
subtly influence the selection of Mr 
Trump’s eventual opponent. And 
while voter turnout may determine 
the results of the general election, 
were any Democrat to win, it would 
mean a substantial shift in US foreign 
policy.

Why a small American state can have a big impact on the world? 
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