
TWO ROADS DIVERGED IN A WOOD, 
AND I, I TOOK THE ONE LESS 
TRAVELLED BY, AND THAT HAS 
MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE
ROBERT FROST
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The National Geographic Society 
is founded in Washington, D.C. 
for “the increase and diffusion of 
geographic knowledge”

Henri Farman becomes the 
first person to fly an observed 
circuit of more than 1km, win-
ning the Grand Prix d’Aviation

Adolf Hitler declares “To-
tal War” against the Allies

Microsoft chairman Bill Gates steps 
aside as chief executive and promotes 

company president Steve Ballmer to 
the position
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Chancellor Merz and 
I met Indian and 

German CEOs. Close 
collaboration between 
India and Germany is 
important for the entire 
world. Growing trade 
and investment ties have 
infused new momentum 
into our partnership. 
Our bilateral trade has 
reached an all-time high, 
several German compa-
nies are investing in In-
dia. We want to deepen 
economic linkages even 
further in the times to 
come.

@narendramodi

We are inviting ap-
plications for a key 

leadership role as Direc-
tor of Communications at 
@WHO to lead our strate-
gic communications and 
global advocacy. The clos-
ing date for applications is 
15 January 2026.

@DrTedros

Shocked by reports of 
violence & excessive 

use of force by the Ira-
nian authorities against 
protesters resulting in 
deaths & injuries in re-
cent days.

The rights to freedom 
of expression, associa-
tion & peaceful assembly 
must be fully respected & 
protected.

I urge the Iranian 
authorities to exercise 
maximum restraint & re-
frain from unnecessary 
or disproportionate use 
of force.

I also urge steps that 
enable access to infor-
mation in the country, 
including restoring com-
munications.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u India will be invited next 
month to join a new US-led initiative 
aimed at securing AI supply chains, 
the new US ambassador to New 
Delhi said yesterday.  Ties between 
the allies have plummeted after US 
President Donald Trump slapped 50 
percent tariffs on most Indian imports 
in August over New Delhi’s purchases 
of Russian oil, even as officials continue to 
negotiate a long-delayed trade agreement. 
Speaking to reporters at the US embassy, 
ambassador Sergio Gor said India would 
be asked to become a full member of the 
Pax Silica initiative, launched by the United 
States last month. The US-led endeavour includes key Asia-Pacific allies -- Japan, 
South Korea, Singapore and Australia -- as well as Israel, and is meant to counter 
China’s growing dominance in AI supply chains. Dubbed the “Pax Silica”, after the 
Latin terms for peace and silicon, the alliance aims to secure supply chains of key 

components independent of China.

u US President Donald Trump said Sunday 
that Iran’s leadership had called him seeking “to 
negotiate” after he repeatedly threatened to intervene 
militarily if Tehran killed protesters. For two weeks, 
Iran has been rocked by a protest movement that has 
swelled in spite of a crackdown rights groups warn has 
become a “massacre”. Initially sparked by anger over 

the rising cost of living, the demonstrations have evolved into a serious challenge 
of the theocratic system in place since the 1979 revolution. Information has 
continued to trickle out of Iran despite a days-long internet shutdown, with videos 
filtering out of capital Tehran and other cities over the past three nights showing 
large demonstrations. As reports emerge of a growing protest death toll, and 
images show bodies piled outside a morgue, Trump 
said Tehran indicated its willingness to talk.

u US prosecutors have opened an inquiry 
into Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell, 
prompting a rare rebuke from the central bank 
chief against escalating pressure from Donald 
Trump’s administration as the president pushes for 
lower interest rates. In an extraordinary statement 
released in text and video on Sunday, Powell took 
aim at the “unprecedented action” from the Trump 
administration, saying the Fed received grand jury 
subpoenas and threats of a criminal indictment 
relating to his Senate testimony in June. The issue at 
hand was a $2.5 billion renovation project at the Fed’s 
headquarters, which Trump has repeatedly attacked Powell over. Last year, the 
president floated the possibility of firing Powell over cost overruns relating to the 
historic buildings’ facelift.

Trump 
says Iran ‘want 
to negotiate’ 
after reports of 
hundreds killed 

in protests

US prosecutors 
open probe of Fed 
chief, escalating 
Trump-Powell 

clash

India to be 
invited to join US-led 
AI initiative

Iran government stages mass 
rallies as alarm grows over toll

At least 648 protesters killed in Iran crackdown: rights group

• Thousands of people 
filled the capital’s 
Enghelab (Revolution) 
Square brandishing 
the national flag

• European Union 
has voiced support 
for the protesters

• Norway-based NGO 
Iran Human Rights 
(IHR) said it confirmed 
the killing of at least 
192 protesters

AFP | Paris, France

Iranian authorities yesterday 
sought to regain control of 
the streets with mass nation-

wide rallies in the wake of pro-
tests on a scale unprecedented in 
recent years, as alarm grew over 
a deadly crackdown.

The foreign minister said 
Iran was ready for both war and 
talks after repeated threats from 
Washington to intervene mil-
itarily over the crackdown on 
protests, which activists fear has 
left at least hundreds dead.

Over two weeks of demonstra-
tions initially sparked by eco-
nomic grievances have turned 
into one of the biggest challenges 
yet to the theocratic system that 
has ruled Iran since the 1979 Is-
lamic revolution ousted the shah.

In a sign of the severity of the 
crisis, the authorities have im-
posed an internet blackout last-
ing more than three-and-a-half 
days that activists say is aimed at 
masking the extent of the crack-
down.

Seeking to regain the initiative, 
the government called for rallies 
nationwide backing the Islamic 
republic on Monday.

Thousands of people filled the 
capital’s Enghelab (Revolution) 
Square brandishing the nation-
al flag as prayers were read for 
victims of what the government 
has termed “riots”, state TV  
showed.

Addressing the crowds, parlia-
ment speaker Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf said Iran is fighting 
a “four-front war”, listing eco-
nomic war, psychological war, 
“military war” with the United 
States and Israel and “today a 
war against terrorists”, referring 
to the protests.

Flanked by the slogans “Death 
to Israel, Death to America” in 
Persian, he vowed the Iranian 
military would teach US Presi-
dent Donald Trump “an unfor-
gettable lesson” if Iran were at-
tacked.

Trump said Sunday that Iran’s 
leadership under Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, in power since 1989 
and now 86, had called him seek-
ing “to negotiate” after he repeat-
edly threatened to intervene mil-
itarily if Tehran killed protesters.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
is not seeking war but is fully pre-
pared for war,” Foreign Minister 

Abbas Araghchi told a conference 
of foreign ambassadors in Tehran 
broadcast by state television.

“We are also ready for ne-
gotiations but these negotia-
tions should be fair, with equal 
rights and based on mutual  
respect.”

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baghaei said a channel of 
communication is open between 
Araghchi and Trump’s special 
envoy for the Middle East Steve 
Witkoff despite the lack of diplo-
matic relations.

Meanwhile, the foreign min-
ister of Oman, which has on oc-
casion acted as a mediator, met 
Araghchi in Tehran on Saturday.

Soaring toll
The European Union has 

voiced support for the protest-
ers and on Monday said it was 
“looking into” imposing addi-
tional sanctions on Iran over the 

repression of demonstrations.
Iran’s shutdown of the inter-

net has now lasted more than 84 
hours, said monitor Netblocks. 
The blackout has severely affect-
ed the ability of Iranians to post 
videos of the protests that have 
rocked big cities since Thursday.

A video circulating on Sun-
day showed dozens of bod-
ies outside a morgue south of  
Tehran.

The footage, geolocated by 
AFP to the district of Kahrizak, 
showed bodies wrapped in black 
bags, with what appeared to be 
grieving relatives searching for 
loved ones.

The Norway-based NGO Iran 
Human Rights (IHR) said it con-
firmed the killing of at least 192 
protesters but that the actual toll 
could be much higher.

“Unverified reports indicate 
that at least several hundreds, 
and according to some sourc-

es, more than 2,000 people, may 
have been killed,” said IHR.

More than 2,600 protesters 
have been arrested, IHR estimat-
ed.

The US-based Human Rights 
Activists News Agency said it 
had confirmed the deaths of 544 
people.

Iranian state media has said 
dozens of members of the secu-
rity forces have been killed, with 
their funerals turning into large 
pro-government rallies. The gov-
ernment has declared three days 
of national mourning for those 
killed.

State outlets were at pains 
to present a picture of calm re-
turning, broadcasting images of 
smooth-flowing traffic.

Tehran Governor Moham-
mad-Sadegh Motamedian in-
sisted in televised comments 
that “the number of protests is 
decreasing”.

This video grab taken from UGC images on January 12, 2026, and first appeared online on January 10, 2026, and verified by 
AFPTV teams in Paris on January 11, 2026, shows the courtyard of the Forensic Diagnostic and Laboratory Center of Tehran 
Province in Kahrizak with dozens of bodies in body bags laid out for family members.

Greenland rejects US takeover 
‘under any circumstance’: govt

Trump said that the United States would take the territory “one way or the other”

• Trump warned that 
if the United States 
didn’t take Greenland, 
Russia or China will

AFP | Nuuk, Denmark

Greenland’s government 
yesterday said it could 
not accept a US takeover 

of the Arctic island under “any 
circumstance”, after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said that 
the United States would take the 
territory “one way or the other”.

Trump has repeatedly threat-
ened to bring the island under 
US control, arguing that the 
Danish autonomous territory 
is crucial for national security.

“The United States has once 
again reiterated its desire to take 
over Greenland. This is some-
thing that the governing coali-
tion in Greenland cannot accept 
under any circumstance,” the 
Greenlandic government said 
in a statement.

On Sunday, Trump warned 
that if the United States didn’t 
take Greenland, “Russia or Chi-
na will, and I’m not letting that 

happen”.
The US leader said he would 

be open to making a deal with 
the Danish self-governing is-

land, “but one way or the other, 
we’re going to have Greenland.”

Last week, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Poland, Spain and the 

United Kingdom issued a joint 
statement with Denmark to 
show their backing for Copen-
hagen and Greenland against 
Trump.

“On the basis of the very pos-
itive declaration from the six 
NATO member states regarding 
Greenland, the Government of 
Greenland will intensify efforts 
to ensure that the defence of 
Greenland is carried out with-
in NATO,” Monday’s statement 
said.

“Greenland will always be 
part of the Western defence 
alliance,” the government  
added.

Denmark and other Europe-
an allies have voiced shock at 
Trump’s threats over the strate-
gic island, which has been home 
to a US military base since World 
War II.

A Danish colony until 1953, 
Greenland gained home rule 26 
years later and is contemplat-
ing eventually loosening its ties 
with Denmark. Polls show that 
Greenland’s people strongly op-
pose a US takeover.

A tourist looks at the statue of Hans Egede (1686-1758), a Dano-Norwegian Lutheran missionary, in Nuuk, Greenlan

Indian rocket hits 
snag during launch
AFP | New Delhi, India

An  I n d i a n 
rocket hit a 

snag during its 
launch Monday, 
forcing a devia-
tion in flight path 
as it carried an 
Earth observa-
tion satellite and 
commercial pay-
loads, the coun-
try’s space agency 
said.

The PSLV-C62, a four-stage 
launch vehicle, “encountered 
an anomaly” towards the end 
of the third stage, the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) posted on X, without 
saying exactly what went 
wrong.

“A detailed analysis has been 
initiated,” it added.

A livestream of the launch 
shows the rocket blasting into 
the sky.

However, a glitch led to a de-
viation in its flight path, ISRO 
chief V Narayanan said.

India’s PSLV rocket, long 
considered the workhorse of 
the national space programme, 
has launched several of the 
country’s flagship missions, 
including its first lunar and 
Mars orbiters.

In 2017, it set a world record 
by launching 104 satellites in a 
single mission.

The PSLV-C62 
ro c ke t  w h i c h 
l a u n c h e d  o n 
Monday was car-
rying an “earth 
observation sat-
ellite along with 
15 co-passenger 
satellites” from 
domestic  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
customers, ISRO 
said in a separate 
statement.

“Close to the end of the 
third stage, we are seeing a 
little more disturbance in the 
vehicle,” Narayanan told In-
dia’s state broadcaster Door-
darshan.

“Subsequently, there is a de-
viation observed in the vehicle 
flight path.”

The world’s most populous 
country has flexed its space-
faring ambitions in the last 
decade, with its space pro-
gramme growing considera-
bly in size and momentum, 
matching the achievements of 
established powers at a much 
cheaper price tag.

In August 2023, it became 
the fourth nation to land an 
unmanned craft on the Moon 
after Russia, the United States 
and China.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2024 announced plans 
to send a man to the Moon by 
2040.

‘One Battle After Another,’ ‘Hamnet’ triumph at Golden Globes
AFP | Beverly Hills, United States

“One Battle After Another” 
reigned supreme at the Gold-

en Globes on Sunday, winning 
best comedy, while “Hamnet” 
sprung a surprise by taking best 
drama film at the splashy Holly-
wood ceremony.

Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
screwball thriller “One Battle,” 
which centers on an aging rev-
olutionary played by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, led the night by win-
ning four of its nine nomina-
tions.

It also collected awards for 
best director, best screenplay and 
best supporting actress for Tey-
ana Taylor at the lavish Globes 
gala, which is a key stepping 
stone on the road to the Oscars in  
March.

“You guys are being so gen-
erous with this affection for me 
and this film -- and I’ll take it,” 
beamed Anderson.

His film -- a rollicking ride 
featuring violent leftist radicals, 
immigration raids and white 
supremacists -- has connected 
with audiences and critics at a 
time when the United States is 
deeply polarized.

But in the closely watched 
lead actor category, DiCaprio 
was passed over in favor of 
Timothee Chalamet’s perfor-
mance as an ambitious 1950s 
table tennis player in “Marty  
Supreme.”

“I’m in a category with many 
greats -- this category is stacked. 
I look up to all of you,” said Cha-
lamet, who also bested George 
Clooney (“Jay Kelly”) and Ethan 
Hawke (“Blue Moon”).

Chalamet said his four pre-
vious Globes losses “make this 

moment that much sweeter” 
before thanking his girlfriend 
Kylie Jenner.

‘Hamnet’ upset
The Globes offer separate 

awards for dramas and come-
dies/musicals -- widening the 
field of stars in attendance.

The night’s final award was its 
biggest surprise.

“Hamnet,” a tragic literary 
adaptation that imagines the 
life of William Shakespeare and 
his wife as they cope with the 
death of their son, took best d 
rama.

“S i n n e r s ,”  R y a n  C o o g -
ler’s period horror film about 
the segregated South of the 
1930s, had been expected to  
prevail.

“I loved the book, but I felt 
there was really only one film-

maker on the face of the planet 
who could tell the story,” said 
Steven Spielberg, a producer on 
the movie, before handing the 
microphone to director Chloe 
Zhao.

Zhao, the Chinese-born direc-
tor of best picture Oscar win-
ner “Nomadland,” dedicated the 
award to “Hamnet” cast and crew 
members who “lost their loved 
ones while we were making this  
film.”

She also pointedly thanked 
Coogler, who honed his trade 
together with Zhao at the Sun-
dance film labs set up by the late 
Robert Redford.

Jessie Buckley, playing Shake-
speare’s grief-stricken wife Ag-
nes, won best drama actress 
honors.

“Sinners,” which surprised 
moviegoers with its eclectic 

mix of vampires, politics, race 
relations and blues music, had 
to settle for best score, and the 
Globes’ recent -- and vague-
ly defined -- “best cinematic 
and box office achievement”  
award.

“Sentimental Value,” a Nor-
wegian family dramedy, took 
best supporting actor for Stellan 
Skarsgard.

Rose Byrne won for best com-
edy actress for “If I Had Legs 
I’d Kick You.” Netflix’s musical 
mega-hit “KPop Demon Hunt-
ers” won best song and best an-
imated film.

The Globes also honor the 
best in television. Searing teen 
murder saga “Adolescence” 
topped the section with four 
wins, while “The Pitt” won best 
drama and “The Studio” took 
the best comedy prize.

(L/R) Noah Jupe, Nicolas Gonda, Maggie O’Farrell, Pippa Harris, Joe Alwyn, Chloe Zhao, Steven Spielberg, Max Richter, 
Liza Marshall, Jessie Buckley, Paul Mescal and Jacobi Jupe, winners of the Best Motion Picture - Drama Award for 
“Hamnet”, winners of the Best Motion Picture - Drama Award for “Hamnet,” pose in the press room during the 83rd 
annual Golden Globe Awards at the Beverly Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills, California

FILM
Best film, drama: “Hamnet”
Best film, musical or comedy: “One 
Battle After Another”
Best male actor, drama: Wagner 
Moura, “The Secret Agent”
Best female actor, drama: Jessie 
Buckley, “Hamnet”
Best male actor, musical or comedy: 
Timothee Chalamet, “Marty 
Supreme”
Best female actor, musical or 
comedy: Rose Byrne, “If I Had Legs I’d 
Kick You”
Best supporting actor: Stellan 
Skarsgard, “Sentimental Value”
Best supporting actress: Teyana 
Taylor, “One Battle After Another”
Best director: Paul Thomas Anderson, 
“One Battle After Another”
Best screenplay: Paul Thomas 
Anderson, “One Battle After 
Another”
Best non-English language film: “The 
Secret Agent” (Brazil)
Best cinematic and box office 
achievement: “Sinners”
Best animated feature: “KPop Demon 
Hunters”

TELEVISION
Best drama series: “The Pitt”
Best male actor, drama: Noah Wyle, 
“The Pitt”
Best female actor, drama: Rhea 
Seehorn, “Pluribus”
Best musical or comedy series: “The 
Studio”
Best male actor, musical or comedy: 
Seth Rogen, “The Studio”
Best female actor, musical or comedy: 
Jean Smart, “Hacks”
Best limited series or TV movie: 
“Adolescence”
Best male actor, limited series 
or TV movie : Stephen Graham, 
“Adolescence”
Best female actor, limited series or 
TV movie : Michelle Williams, “Dying 
for Sex”


