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Battle of Nineveh: Byzantine Em-
peror Heraclius defeats Sassanid 
forces during the Byzantine-Sas-
sanid War

Last Qajar Shah of Iran 
is deposed; Reza Shah 

Pahlavi takes over

United Nations accepts six 
Manhattan blocks as a gift 
from John D. Rockefeller Jr.

Kenya becomes an 
independent republic 

with Jomo Kenyatta 
as its first President

S P O T L I G H T

TOP 

4
TWEETS

03

04

01

I have seen firsthand 
how glaciers are melt-

ing as global tempera-
tures rise. Glaciers may 
be retreating – but we 
cannot. Mountains and 
glaciers are essential for 
our fresh water, food & 
livelihoods - and protect-
ing them is critical for 
our planet & our future.

@antonioguterres

Brothers and sisters, as is 
our custom every year 

to celebrate Arab minds 
through the Arab Genius 
Award, and after receiv-
ing thousands of nomina-
tions… today we announce 
the winner of the Arab 
Genius Award in the En-
gineering and Technology 
category for 2025, Profes-
sor Abbas El-Gamal from 
Egypt, a Hitachi Professor 
at the Stanford University 
School of Engineering

@HHShkMohd

The 20 points for end-
ing the war form a 

fundamental document. 
We are actively working 
on the key steps – they 
must be doable. From this 
fundamental document, 
we are developing at least 
two additional ones. 

@ZelenskyyUa

Had a very warm and 
engaging conver-

sation with President 
Trump. We reviewed the 
progress in our bilateral 
relations and discussed 
regional and internation-
al developments. India 
and the U.S. will contin-
ue to work together for 
global peace, stability 
and prosperity.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Bangladesh will hold 
national polls on February 12, the 
electoral commission announced 
Thursday, the country’s first vote 
since a student-led uprising toppled 
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
last year. A referendum on a landmark 
democratic reform charter will also be 
held on the same day, Chief Election 
Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin said in 
a television broadcast to the nation. The 
Muslim-majority country of 170 million 
people has been in political turmoil since 
Hasina was overthrown in August 2024, ending her 15-year autocratic rule. Her 
former ruling party Awami League has been banned from running. The country’s 
interim leader, Nobel Peace Prize winner Muhammad Yunus who returned from 
exile in August 2024 at the behest of protesters to lead a caretaker government, 
will step down after the polls.

u More than 600 items from a collection 
documenting the links between Britain and countries 
in the former British Empire were stolen from a UK 
museum in September, police said yesterday. Avon 
and Somerset police have launched an appeal for 
information about four men captured on CCTV images 
on September 25 outside a building in the southwestern 

city of Bristol which housed items from the collection. “More than 600 artefacts 
of various descriptions were taken by the offenders,” police said in a statement 
about the theft from the British Empire and Commonwealth Collection. “The theft 
of many items which carry a significant cultural value is a significant loss for the 
city,” said the officer in the case, Dan Burgan. “These items, many of which were 
donations, form part of a collection that provides insight into a multi-layered part 
of British history.”

u Austrian lawmakers 
yesterday voted by a large majority in 
favour of a law banning headscarves in 
schools for girls under 14, a move rights 
groups and experts say is discriminatory and could deepen 
societal division. Austria’s conservative-led government 
-- under pressure with anti-immigration sentiment is 
running high -- proposed the ban earlier this year, arguing 
it is aimed at protecting girls “from oppression”. In 2019 the country introduced a 
ban on headscarves in primary schools, but the constitutional court struck it down. 
This time the government insists that its law is constitutional, though experts 
have suggested it could be seen as discriminating against one religion -- Islam -- 
and putting children in an uncomfortable position.The law prevents girls younger 
than 14 from wearing headscarves that “cover the head in accordance with Islamic 
traditions” in all schools.

More than 
600 British 
Empire artefacts 
stolen from 
museum: police

Austrian parliament 
approves headscarf ban in 

schools

Bangladesh sets 
first post-uprising 
polls for February 12

Hamas was founded in 1987 
during the First Intifada as an 
offshoot of the Muslim Broth-

erhood in Gaza.
KNOW WHATFrench supermarket’s veggie 

wolf Christmas ad goes viral
AFP | Paris, France

A French supermarket has 
made a strong entry into 

the competitive field of Christ-
mas advertising with a viral 
animated clip about a vege-
tarian wolf that has wracked 
up tens of millions of views 
internationally.

The Intermarche produc-
tion has been praised for its 
tear-jerking take on friendship 
and stereotypes, but also for 
its use of human actors and an 
animation studio -- instead of 
artificial intelligence.

Set to the song “Unloved” by 
French crooner Claude Fran-
cois, it recounts the journey of 
a wolf from feared forest pred-
ator to a beloved vegetarian 
chef who forages mushrooms 
and berries for an all-creature 
Christmas dinner.

“I’m genuinely in love with 
this ad a french one? for a 
SUPERMARKET?? like woah,” 
wrote X user @pawcord who 
posted the full video which has 
been viewed there more than 
26 million times.

Thierry Cotillard, the chair-
man of Intermarche, celebrat-
ed that “our ‘unloved’ wolf is 
now loved by the entire world” 
in a post on the LinkedIn social 
network.

He said it was made over the 
last year by around 100 people, 
led by Montpellier-based ani-
mation company Illogic Studi-
os, whose short animated film 
“Garden Party” was nominated 
for an Oscar in 2018.

Cotillard and the studio con-
firmed that the Intermarche 

ad had been produced without 
artificial intelligence, which 
is blamed for flooding the in-
ternet with quick and cheap 
“slop” cartoons.

The technology is threaten-
ing jobs across the advertising 
and animation industries.

Many Western retail brands 
spend a considerable part of 
their annual marketing budget 
on Christmas advertisements, 
seeking to boost sales and their 
image at a time of peak con-
sumer spending.

But while a brand such as 
Coca-Cola was long seen as 
expert in the domain, the ex-
ercise can be fraught with 
danger.

Coca-Cola’s recent efforts 
have been panned as cheap 
low-quality animations, while 
the Dutch branch of McDon-
ald’s withdrew an AI-gener-
ated advert from YouTube 
earlier this month after it was 
dubbed “creepy” and “depress-
ing” by critics.

Israel says Hamas ‘will be disarmed’ 
after group proposes weapons freeze

Hamas rejects the demand for total disarmament

• Netanyahu recently 
indicated the second 
phase to begin soon

• Netanyahu is 
expected to meet Trump 
on December 29

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said yesterday Hamas 
“will be disarmed” as part 
of the US-sponsored peace 

plan for Gaza, after a top lead-
er from the Palestinian Islamist 
movement suggested a weapons 
freeze.

The ceasefire, in effect since 
October 10, halted the war that 
began after Hamas’s deadly at-
tack on Israel on October 7, 2023. 
But it remains fragile as Israel 
and Hamas accuse each other 
almost daily of violations.

Top Hamas leader Khaled Me-
shaal told Qatari news channel Al 
Jazeera that the group is open to 
a weapons “freeze”, but rejects 
the demand for total disarma-
ment put forward in Trump’s 
plan for the Palestinian territory.

An Israeli government official 
told AFP, however, that “there 
will be no future for Hamas un-
der the 20-point plan. The terror 
group will be disarmed and Gaza 
will be demilitarised”.

The agreement is composed of 
three phases. Israeli Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu re-
cently indicated that he expected 
the second phase to begin soon.

Under that phase Israeli troops 
would further withdraw from 
their positions in Gaza and be 
replaced by an international sta-
bilisation force (ISF), while Ha-
mas would lay down its weapons.

The Palestinian group has indi-
cated it would not agree to giving 
up its arsenal.

“The idea of total disarmament 
is unacceptable to the resistance 
(Hamas),” Meshaal said in the 
interview aired on Wednesday.

“What is being proposed is a 

freeze, or storage (of weapons)... 
to provide guarantees against any 
military escalation from Gaza 
with the Israeli occupation,” he 
added.

“This is the idea we’re dis-
cussing with the mediators, 
and I believe that with prag-
matic American thinking... such 
a vision could be agreed upon 
with the US administration,” he  
said.

Netanyahu is expected to meet 
US President Donald Trump in 
the United States on December 
29 to discuss the next steps in 
the truce.

A woman fixes her tent as children stand inside at a makeshift camp sheltering displaced Palestinians after heavy rains in the 
Zeitoun neighbourhood of Gaza City

Swiss yodelling 
joins world cultural 
heritage list
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Yodelling, the tradition-
al singing of herders 

in the Swiss Alps, was rec-
ognised by the United Na-
tions yesterday as part of the 
world’s cultural heritage.

Yodelling was added to 
UNESCO’s Representative 
List of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage of Humanity, 
at a meeting in New Delhi.

“As the emblematic song 
of Switzerland, yodelling 
encompasses a wide variety 
of artistic expressions and 
is deeply rooted in the pop-
ulation,” the Swiss culture 
ministry said.

Yodelling is also sung in 
Austria and Germany, but 
while Switzerland joined 
forces with France to have 
the mechanical watchmak-
ing tradition of the Jura 
mountains recognised by 
UNESCO in 2020, it pur-
sued this nomination inde-
pendently.

In Switzerland, yodelling 
is passed on in families, 
clubs, music schools or sim-
ply between singers.

More than 12,000 yodel-
lers are members of one of 
the 711 groups of the coun-
try’s Federal Yodelling As-
sociation.

Pakistan’s ex-spy 
chief jailed 14 years 
for abuse of power

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

A military court sen-
tenced the former head 

of Pakistan’s powerful In-
ter-Services Intelligence 
spy agency to 14 years in 
prison for violating state 
secrets and abusing his au-
thority, the army said yes-
terday. 

Faiz Hameed, who served 
during the tenure of jailed 
former prime minister Im-
ran Khan, was also convict-
ed of “engaging in politi-
cal activities” and causing 
“wrongful loss to persons”, 
the army’s publicity wing 
said in a statement.

Faiz Hameed, a lieutenant 
general who stepped down 
in December 2022, was de-
tained in August 2024 after 
claims he raided the busi-
nesses of a real estate devel-
oper, according to Supreme 
Court documents published 
in 2023.

The intelligence chief 
is considered the second 
most-powerful position in 
the Pakistani military.

China’s top 
diplomat 
to visit 
Middle 
East this 
week
AFP | Beijing, China

China’s top diplomat 
Wang Yi will begin a 

tour of the Middle East on 
Friday for bilateral talks in 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan, 
Beijing said yesterday.

Wang will visit from 12 
to 16 December for talks 
with foreign ministers “to 
exchange views on bilateral 
relations, the situation in 
the Middle East and major 
issues of common concern”, 
China’s foreign ministry 
said in a statement.

“China expects  that 
through this visit, it can 
consolidate political mu-
tual trust with the three 
countries,” foreign ministry 
spokesman Guo Jiakun said.

China is also focusing on 
the Middle East as part of 
its Belt and Road Initiative, 
a vast global infrastructure 
project developed over the 
last decade. 

US seized ‘very large’ tanker 
near Venezuela, Trump says

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States has seized 
a large oil tanker off the 

coast of Venezuela, President 
Donald Trump said yesterday, 
which Caracas deemed a ‘blatant 
theft’ amid escalating tensions 
between the countries.

The move comes during a 
huge US naval build-up in the 

Caribbean, which Venezuela’s 
leftist leader Nicolas Maduro 
says is aimed at regime change, 
and strikes on alleged drug boats.

A video published by US Attor-
ney General Pam Bondi showed 
troops rappelling from a helicop-
ter onto the tanker’s deck, then 
entering the ship’s bridge with 
rifles raised. “We’ve just seized a 
tanker on the coast of Venezuela, 

a large tanker, very large -- the 
largest one ever seized, actually,” 
Trump told reporters at the start 
of a roundtable with business 
leaders at the White House.

“And other things are happen-
ing, so you’ll be seeing that later.”

Bondi said the tanker was part 
of an “illicit oil shipping net-
work” used to carry sanctioned 
oil from Venezuela and Iran.

Screen grabs from a video posted by US Attorney General Pam Bondi on her X account shows what Bondi says is the 
execution of “a seizure warrant for a crude oil tanker used to transport sanctioned oil from Venezuela and Iran” off the 
coast of Venezuela

Skydiver survives plane-tail dangling incident in Australia
AFP | Sydney, Australia

Heart-stopping footage re-
leased Thursday by Aus-

tralian authorities showed the 
moment a skydiver was left dan-
gling thousands of metres in the 
air after their parachute caught 
on the plane's tail.

The skydiver survived the in-
cident, which occurred south 
of Cairns during a stunt in Sep-
tember but has only just been 
revealed following investiga-
tions by the transport safety 
watchdog.

Plans for a 16-way formation 
by parachutists at 15,000 feet 
(4,600 metres), filmed by a par-
achuting camera operator, hit 
chaos within seconds of the first 
participant reaching the plane's 
exit.

A video released by the Aus-
tralian Transport Safety Bureau 
showed the participant's reserve 
parachute being activated after 
its handle snagged the wing flap 
of the plane.

The jumper was flung back-
wards -- their legs striking the 
aircraft -- as the orange re-
serve parachute wrapped itself 
around the plane's tail.

The parachuter also knocked 
the camera operator, who was 
straddling the side of the air-
craft and preparing to jump, 
into freefall, the bureau said 
in a report that did not include 
names, ages, or genders.

The jumper was seen placing 
their hands on their helmet for a 
few seconds, as if in shock.

While dangling over the ter-

rifying drop, the jumper cut the 
strings of the reserve chute with 
a hook knife and freed themself, 
the bureau said.

The parachuter then de-
ployed their main chute and 
landed safely on the ground.

"Carrying a hook knife -- al-
though it is not a regulatory 
requirement -- could be life-
saving in the event of a pre-

mature reserve parachute de-
ployment," said the bureau's 
chief commissioner Angus  
Mitchell.

The aircraft's tail was "sub-
stantially damaged" by the in-
cident and the pilot had lim-
ited control of the plane, is-
suing a mayday distress call, 
but managed to safely land the  
plane.

The moment a skydiver was left dangling thousands of metres in the air after their parachute caught on the plane’s tail.

Time magazine names ‘Architects 
of AI’ as Person of the Year

Nvidia’s Jensen Huang, OpenAI’s Altman and xAI’s Musk are among  entrepreneurs

AFP | New York, United States

Time magazine named the 
“Architects of AI” as its 
Person of the Year yes-

terday, highlighting the US tech 
titans whose work on the cut-
ting-edge technology is trans-
forming humanity.

Nvidia’s Jensen Huang, Ope-
nAI’s Sam Altman and xAI’s Elon 
Musk are among the entrepre-

neurs who have “grabbed the 
wheel of history, developing 
technology and making deci-
sions that are reshaping the 
information landscape, the cli-
mate, and our livelihoods,” the 
magazine said.

“They reoriented government 
policy, altered geopolitical ri-
valries, and brought robots 
into homes. AI emerged as ar-
guably the most consequential 
tool in great-power competi-

tion since the advent of nuclear  
weapons.”

One of two covers of the 
magazine is a take on the icon-
ic “Lunch atop a Skyscraper” 
photograph from 1932 that 
shows ironworkers casually 
eating lunch on a steel beam 
above New York City. In the 
Time illustration, Mark Zuck-
erberg, AMD chief Lisa Su, 
Musk, Huang, Altman as well 
as Google’s AI chief Demis 

Hassabis, Anthropic’s Dario 
Amodei and Stanford professor 
Fei-Fei Li are sitting astride the  
city.

According to the maga-
zine, which is owned by Sili-
con Valley billionaire Marc 
Benioff, 2025 was the year AI 
shifted from promising tech-
nology to reality and when 
ChatGPT usage more than 
doubled to 10% of the world’s  
population.

 The cover of TIME Magazine featuring a painting by Jason Seiler for TIME The cover of TIME Magazine  featuring an illustration by Peter Crowther


