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Tibetan troops occupy 
Chang’an for 15 days, capital 
of the Chinese Tang Dynasty

Best-selling American 
novel “Ben-Hur: A Tale 
of the Christ” by soldier 

Lew Wallace is published

Leon Trotsky is expelled from the 
Soviet Communist Party, paving 
the way for Joseph Stalin to con-
solidate complete power

Buzz Aldrin takes the first “space 
selfie,” a photo of himself performing 

extravehicular activity in space 
during the Gemini 12 mission
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Fuelling development, 
deepening friendship 

and driving sustainabili-
ty! Energy cooperation 
remains a key pillar of 
the India-Bhutan part-
nership. Today, we inau-
gurated the Punatsang-
chhu-II Hydropower 
Project. This is an endur-
ing symbol of friendship 
between our countries.

@narendramodi

To witness true cour-
age and patriotism, 

we need not look further 
than our own veterans. 
Honored to serve in an 
administration that re-
spects and values their 
sacrifice. May God bless 
our veterans today and 
every da

@SecRubio

Switzerland is joining 
Horizon Europe! We 

are uniting two research 
powerhouses. For cut-
ting-edge innovation that 
will boost our energy se-
curity, digital transforma-
tion, health and so much 
more.

@vonderleyen

2 billion people still 
lack access to safe 

drinking water. Rising 
temperatures deepen 
these vulnerabilities, 
drive illness, mortality 
& displacement. We need 
bold investments in resil-
ient water & sanitation 
systems to make safe wa-
ter, sanitation & hygiene 
a reality for all.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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The BBC, which is funded 
by the British public, has 

faced growing accusations 
of bias from different 

ideological camps. The lat-
est crisis, which spiralled 
after the Daily Telegraph 
last week leaked a memo 

by former BBC advisor 
Michael Prescott, has also 
laid bare some of the divi-
sions within the BBC and 

its board.

KNOW WHAT

Pakistani Taliban claim deadly suicide attack in Islamabad
AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Th e  Pa k i s t a n i  Ta l i b a n 
claimed a suicide bombing 

that killed at least 12 people in 
Islamabad yesterday, a rare at-
tack by the militant group on the 
country’s capital.

The first such attack to hit the 
city in years sent people fleeing 
in panic, leaving shattered glass 
and charred vehicles on the road 
outside district court buildings.

“Judges, lawyers and officials 
who carried out rulings under 
Pakistan’s un-Islamic laws were 
targeted,” the Pakistani Taliban 
(TTP) said, threatening more at-
tacks until Islamic law is imple-
mented in the Muslim-majority 
country.

Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi said 12 people were killed 
and 27 wounded when the as-
sailant detonated explosives 
near a police vehicle.

A lawyer at the scene, Mo-
hammed Shahzad Butt, said 
there was a “massive blast”.

“Everyone started running in-
side out of panic. I have seen at 

least five dead bodies lying at the 
front gate,” he told AFP.

An AFP journalist saw para-
military troops cordoning off the 

site of the attack, which struck 
an area that also houses several 
government offices.

Rustam Malik, another law-
yer, told AFP he “heard a loud 
bang at the gate” as he was en-
tering the complex.

“It was complete chaos, law-
yers and people were running 
inside the complex. I saw two 
dead bodies lying on the gate 
and several cars were on fire,” 
said Malik.

The bombing follows the In-
dian capital Delhi being hit by 
a car explosion Monday, which 
killed at least eight people.

The prime minister of Paki-
stan, Shehbaz Sharif, earlier ac-
cused the TTP and separatists 
from the country’s Balochistan 
region, both of whom have car-
ried out attacks mostly on secu-
rity forces.

Islamabad has largely been 
spared major militant violence 
in recent years, with the last 
suicide attack occurring in De-
cember 2022.

Firefighters douse a car at the suicide blast site in Islamabad

Russia says foiled Ukrainian-UK 
plot to hijack missile-carrying jet
Moscow, Russia

Russia said Tuesday it had 
foiled an Anglo-Ukraini-

an plot to hijack a military jet 
carrying a hypersonic missile 
which they planned to take to 
Romania in a “large-scale prov-
ocation”.

Kyiv rejected the accusations 
and accused Russia of spread-
ing “propaganda”.

Russia, which launched its 
full-scale offensive against 
Ukraine in 2022, regularly 
accuses Kyiv and its Euro-
pean allies of brazen sabo-
tage operations on its soil, 
o f ten  without  providing  
evidence.

Russia’s Federal Security Ser-
vice (FSB) said it had “uncov-

ered and thwarted an operation 
by the... Ukrainian Ministry of 
Defence and its British supervi-
sors to steal a Russian MiG-31 
high-altitude supersonic fight-
er jet, which carries the Kin-
zhal hypersonic air-launched 
missile”.

It accused Kyiv of trying 
to “recruit Russian pilots” by 
promising them $3 million and 
citizenship of a Western coun-
try.

The FSB said it thwarted a 
plan by Kyiv to have the plane 
flown towards a NATO base in 
the Romanian city of Constan-
ta on the Black Sea, where it 
would have been “shot down” 
by air-defences.

State media published an FSB 
video showing a Russian sol-

dier, face concealed, saying that 
he had received an email from 
a Ukrainian intelligence agent 
trying to recruit him.

Kyiv and Bucharest rejected 
the accusations.

The “spread of such false ac-
cusations is a typical tactic of 
Russian intelligence services,” 
Ukraine’s Center for Counter-
ing Disinformation said on so-
cial media.

It said Moscow was try-
ing to “intimidate West-
ern societies” and “under-
mine military assistance to  
Ukraine”.

Romania’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson Andrei Tarnea 
called it an “invented” story 
reminiscent of “Soviet spy nov-
els”.

BBC grapples with response 
to Trump legal threat
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The BBC’s outgoing boss 
yesterday defended its 

journalists as the broadcaster 
grappled with how to respond 
to US President Donald Trump’s 
threat of a lawsuit over a mis-
leading speech edit.

Trump’s lawyers on Monday 
gave the BBC until Friday to “ap-
propriately compensate” the 
president for “harm caused” by 
a documentary containing the 
edit, or face a $1 billion lawsuit 
for damages.

The controversy has already 
seen the under-fire broadcaster 
apologise for giving the impres-
sion that Trump directly urged 
“violent action” just before the 
assault on the US Capitol by his 
supporters in 2021.

It has also claimed the jobs of 
two senior executives and lifted 
the lid on tensions at the top of 
the renowned institution over 

the coverage of hot-button is-
sues, including the war in Gaza.

Director general Tim Davie, 
who resigned on Sunday, admit-
ted the broadcaster had made 
“some mistakes that have cost 
us” but said “we’ve got to fight 
for our journalism”.

“These times are difficult for 
the BBC, but we will get through 
it,” Davie said, according to BBC 
News.

The BBC reported that Dav-
ie did not directly address 
Trump’s legal threat in the 
meeting.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer’s spokesman on 
Tuesday said it was “not for the 
government to comment on any 
ongoing legal matters” related 
to the BBC.

Starmer had previously de-
fended the BBC as having a 
“vital role in an age of disin-
formation”. Culture Secretary 
Lisa Nandy is also set to make 
a statement in parliament about 
the row.

Philippines digs out from Typhoon 
Fung-wong as death toll climbs

Tuguegarao City, Philippines

Rescuers using backhoes 
and chainsaws began 

digging the Philippines out 
from the devastation of Ty-
phoon Fung-wong on Tues-
day, as floodwaters receded 
in hundreds of villages and 
the storm's death toll climbed 
to 25.

Fung-wong, which displaced 
1.4 million people, had weak-
ened into a severe tropical 
storm even as it began dump-
ing rain on neighbouring Tai-
wan ahead of an expected 
Wednesday landfall.

It was the second major ty-
phoon to hit the Philippines in 
days, after Typhoon Kalmaegi 
last week rampaged through 
the archipelago's central is-
lands on its way to killing 232 
people, according to the latest 
figures.

In coastal Isabela province, 
a town of 6,000 remained cut 
off from help on Tuesday, a 
civil defence spokesman told 

AFP, with parts of neighbour-
ing Nueva Vizcaya province 
similarly isolated.

"We are struggling to access 
these areas," said Cagayan Val-
ley region spokesman Alvin 
Ayson, who added that land-
slides had prevented rescuers 
from reaching affected resi-
dents.

Others were "now in evac-
uation centres, but when they 
get back to their homes, their 
rebuilding will take time and 
face challenges", he said.

A 10-year-old boy had been 
killed by one of the landslides 
in Nueva Vizcaya, the spokes-
man added.

The child was among 25 
deaths recorded in an updat-
ed toll released Tuesday by 
national civil defence deputy 
administrator Rafaelito Ale-
jandro, who said many of those 
killed had died in landslides.

Nineteen of the deaths were 
recorded in the country's Cor-
dillera mountain range.

Children wade through a flooded road, past damaged vehicles swept away 
after Super Typhoon Fung-wong made landfall at Tigaon in Camarines Sur 
province, south of Manila

A resident inspects his house after it was inundated by floodwaters in Tuao 
town, Cagayan province


