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TDT | agencies

oyota has given its icon-
I ic Hilux pickup a ma-
jor overhaul for 2026,
bringing sharper styling, a
more modern cabin and updat-
ed technology while retaining
the rugged character that has
made it a familiar sight across
the Gulf.

The ninth-generation Hi-
lux retains the body-on-frame
construction of its predeces-
sor but receives substantial-
ly redesigned front and rear
sections. The angular new
design features slimmer LED
headlights, sharper
body lines
and
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A Bugatti Type 35 car is
displayed during the Grand
Prix Centenary event at
Brooklands Museum and
race circuit, in Weybridge,
south-west of London. 2026
marks the 100th anniversary < e
of Britain’s first Grand Prix, / }9
held at the Brooklands race

a more prominent front treat-
ment, giving the pickup a more
contemporary appearance
while preserving its rugged
character.

Inside, the Hilux gets a re-
designed dashboard with a
floating touchscreen and an
all-black theme. The high
driving position continues to
provide a commanding view,
while improved cabin insula-
tion helps keep engine noise
under control.

The powertrain remains fo-
cused on proven performance,
with petrol and diesel engines
available depending on the
Gulf mar-

ket.
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Higher-powered versions of-
fer strong torque for towing,
off-road driving and carrying
loads, while automatic trans-
missions are available across
much of the regional range.
Off-road ability remains
central to the Hilux formula.
Features include selectable
2H, 4H and 4L drive modes,
Multi-Terrain Select, an elec-
tronic differential lock and
downhill assist. Its 700mm
water-wading capability fur-
ther underlines its ability to
tackle demanding terrain.
However,
the pick-
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up’s workhorse character
comes with compromises.
The leaf-spring rear suspen-
sion is designed to cope with
heavy loads but can feel firm
when the cargo bed is empty.
Its considerable length and
turning radius can also make
tight urban manoeuvres more
challenging.

The new Hilux is not sim-
ply about adding luxury fea-
tures. Toyota has retained the
model’s focus on durability,
load-carrying ability and off-
road capability, even as the
cabin and technology become
, more modern.

HOW EVs COMPARE
OVER THEIR LIFETIME -

Esergy Imtenshre Higher emiong

T thal oreabes: during i)
 Faciory emisken mamfact.sing mamifacturing
* Charmicsl wasts {mainity battenes) eminsions

# High water i

ELECTRICITY Lewer smissions

GENERATION e + N st
Evs.ant cean on the mad, depands on USE PHASE P,
:mmm shectriclty source  nonnue

s h

# Coal pewer plants

» 0wl gass plants Lowsr Highst
END-OF-LIFE & o tailpips rdated
DISPOSAL emisions MABTINAMCE  grissions

o recyling can n Tweycling N Extablished
o s recyeling,
= Tomic wrinsions waste

z e =1l ovolving END-OF-LIFE ikt

EVs have a lower total carbon footprint
ovar their lifetime, especially when
charged with clean emergy.
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Saudi recalls over 27,000 Chevrolet
vehicles over airbag defect
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audi Arabia’s Ministry of
Commerce has announced
the recall of 27,360 Chevro-
let vehicles over a defect in
the driver-side airbag inflator
that could pose a serious safety
risk.
The recall covers Chevrolet

Trax models from 2010 to 2017,
Cruze models from 2012 to
2018, and Aveo models from
2010 to 2017.

According to the ministry,
the defect could cause the air-
bag inflator to rupture during
a crash, potentially sending
sharp metal fragments into
the vehicle and causing serious
injury or death.

Lotus Emira 420 Sport
introduced in Middle East

TDT | agencies

otus has introduced the

Emira 420 Sport in the
Middle East, adding a new
performance-focused var-
iant to the Emira range. In
the UAE, the model is being
offered through AGMC, the
official Lotus distributor.

The Emira 420 Sport is
powered by a 2.0-litre tur-
bocharged four-cylinder
engine producing 416bhp,
paired with an eight-speed
dual-clutch transmission.
Lotus quotes a 0-100kph
time of 3.9 seconds and a top
speed of 300kph.

The model features a re-
vised chassis that sits 5mm
lower than the standard
Emira, along with upgraded
brake cool- ing
and

BYD takes on Japanese

seven aerodynamic changes.
Lotus says the aerodynamic
revisions increase downforce
by 25kg while maintaining
the car’s standard drag level.

A lightweight handling
package is also available, re-
ducing weight by up to 25kg.
The package includes light-
weight components aimed
at reducing the car’s overall
mass.

The Emira 420 Sport re-
mains a mid-engined, rear-
wheel-drive sports car and
uses the same 2.0-litre engine
and eight-speed DCT config-
uration offered in the Emira
Turbo and Turbo SE.

The new variant is part of
Lotus’ updated Emira line-up
for the 2026 model year. The
UAE Lotus website current-
ly lists the Emira 420 Sport
among its models, although
UAE pricing has not been

published on the official
site.
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rivals with small 'kei’ car

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

hinese giant BYD

launched an electric
"kei” car in Japan with an
ad campaign featuring a top
actor, taking on local rivals
whose own pint-sized vehi-
cles rule the road.

Ideal for Japan's often nar-
row roads, the super-com-
pact category of cars up to
1.4 metres (4.9 feet) wide and
3.4 metres long ac-
counts forsome
40 percent of 4
new vehicle
sales there.
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said the Racco is the first
"kei” car launched in Japan
by an overseas automaker.

The car has a height
of 180 centimetres and is
priced from 2.1 million yen
($12,830).

"Kei” cars -- "kei-jidosha”
("light vehicle”) in Japanese
-- have a cult following. Ad-
mirers include US President
Donald Trump, who told
US firms in December to
"START BUILDING THEM

- NOW!




