
Europeans plan Ukraine talks 
with Trump before he meets Putin
Merz convenes urgent virtual talks to ensure Ukraine remains central in peace process

• EU opposes US-
Russia solo peace talks

• Merz hosts urgent 
video conference 
Wednesday

• Europe fears 
territorial concessions

AFP | Berlin

European leaders plan talks 
with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky and 

US President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday, two days before 
Trump is set to meet Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin in Alaska to dis-
cuss the Ukraine war, Berlin said.

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz has invited the French, 
British and other European lead-
ers and the EU and NATO chiefs 
to the virtual talks, his spokes-
man said, amid fears across Eu-
rope that any deal made without 
Ukraine could force unaccept-
able compromises.

Merz’s office said yesterday 
the video conference in various 
rounds of talks would discuss 
“further options to exert pres-
sure on Russia” and “preparation 
of possible peace negotiations 
and related issues of territorial 
claims and security”.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s office said he and UK 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
were also involved in planning 
Wednesday’s meeting of the “co-
alition of the willing”.

Trump and Putin will meet in 
the US state of Alaska on Friday 
to try to resolve the three-year 
war but the European Union has 

insisted that Kyiv and European 
powers should be part of any deal 
to end the conflict.

Trump said yesterday he ex-
pected the meeting with Putin to 
be “constructive” and expressed 
unhappiness with Zelensky for 
ruling out territorial concessions 
to Russia.

“I’m going to speak to Vladimir 
Putin and I’m going to be telling 
him ‘you’ve got to end this war,’” 
Trump said at a White House 
press conference.

As EU foreign ministers be-
gan an emergency meeting on 
Ukraine yesterday, Merz an-
nounced the initiative to keep 
Europe at the table.

Merz’s office said he would on 
Wednesday talk to leaders from 
“Finland, France, the UK, Italy, 

Poland, Ukraine, the heads of 
the European Commission and 
Council, the secretary general of 
NATO, as well as the US president 
and his deputy”.

According to Germany’s Bild 
daily, a first conference call will 
include the European leaders, 
Zelensky, EU chief Ursula von 
der Leyen and NATO Secretary 
General Mark Rutte.

This would be followed by a 
joint call with Trump and Vice 
President JD Vance, the news-
paper said.

The idea of a US-Russia meet-
ing without Zelensky has raised 
concerns that a deal could re-
quire Ukraine to cede swathes 

of territory, which the EU has 
rejected.

Over the weekend, sever-
al European leaders pushed 
Trump to exert more pressure 
on Russia in a joint statement and 
warned that “the path to peace 
in Ukraine cannot be decided 
without Ukraine”.

 ‘Testing Putin’ 
Ahead of yesterday’s EU talks, 

Zelensky warned against capitu-
lating to Putin’s demands.

“Russia refuses to stop the 
killings, and therefore must not 
receive any rewards or bene-
fits. And this is not just a moral 
position -- it is a rational one,” 

Zelensky wrote in a statement 
published on social media.

“Concessions do not persuade 
a killer,” he added.

Asked on CNN on Sunday if 
Zelensky could be present at the 
Alaska summit, US ambassador 
to NATO Matthew Whitaker re-
sponded that “yes, I certainly 
think it’s possible.”

“Certainly, there can’t be a deal 
that everybody that’s involved in 
it doesn’t agree to. And, I mean, 
obviously, it’s a high priority to 
get this war to end.”

The EU’s top diplomat, Kaja 
Kallas, also said any US-Russia 
deal to end the war had to in-
clude Ukraine and the bloc.

“The US has the power to force 
Russia to negotiate seriously,” 
she said. “Any deal between 
the US and Russia must have 
Ukraine and the EU included, 
for it is a matter of Ukraine’s 
and the whole of Europe’s  
security.”

Vance says US working to ‘schedule’ 
Trump-Putin-Zelensky meeting
AFP | Washington

The United States was work-
ing to “schedule” a meeting 

between Donald Trump and his 
Russian and Ukrainian counter-
parts, Vice President JD Vance 
said in comments broadcast 
Sunday, as Ukraine’s European 
allies pushed for Kyiv’s pres-
ence at the US-Russia summit 
in Alaska this week.

“One of the most important 
logjams is that Vladimir Putin 
said that he would never sit 
down with (Volodymyr) Zelen-
sky, the head of Ukraine, and 
the president has now got that 
to change,” Vance said during 
an interview on Fox News 
program “Sunday Morning 
Futures.”

“We’re at a point now where 
we’re trying to figure out, 
frankly, scheduling and things 
like that around when these 
three leaders could sit down 
and discuss an end to this con-
flict,” Vance said when asked 
about his expectations for the 
Alaska summit on August 15.

The vice president, in an in-

terview conducted ahead of 
last week’s announcement that 
the US and Russian presidents 
would meet this Friday, said the 
United States was going to “try 
to find some negotiated settle-
ment that the Ukrainians and 
Russians can live with.”

Vance added: “It’s not going 
to make anybody super hap-
py, both the Russians and the 
Ukrainians probably at the end 
of the day are going to be un-
happy with it.”

Gaza mourns journalists 
killed in Israeli strike

Gaza buries five Al Jazeera staff and freelancer amid accusations of targeted killings

• Funeral held in Gaza

• Al Jazeera condemns 
“targeted silencing”

• Nearly 200 journalists 
killed in war

AFP | Washington

Gazans gathered yesterday 
for the funeral of five Al 
Jazeera staff members 

and a sixth reporter killed in an 
Israeli strike, with Israel calling 
one of them a “terrorist” affiliat-
ed with Hamas.

Dozens stood amid bombed-
out buildings in the courtyard 
of Al-Shifa hospital to pay their 
respects to Anas al-Sharif, a 
prominent Al Jazeera corre-
spondent aged 28, and four of 
his colleagues, killed on Sunday.

A sixth journalist, Mohammed 
Al-Khaldi who worked as a free-
lance reporter, was also killed in 
the strike that targeted the Al 
Jazeera team, according to the 
director of Al-Shifa Hospital, Dr 
Mohammed Abu Salmiya.

Their bodies, wrapped in 
white shrouds with their faces 
exposed, were carried through 
narrow alleys to their graves by 
mourners including men wear-
ing blue journalists’ flak jackets.

Israel confirmed it had tar-
geted Sharif, whom it labelled a 
“terrorist” affiliated with Hamas, 
saying he “posed as a journalist”.

Al Jazeera said its employees 
were hit in a tent set up for jour-
nalists outside the main gate of a 
hospital in Gaza City.

The four other staff members 
killed were Mohammed Qreiqeh, 
also a correspondent, and cam-
eramen Ibrahim Zaher, Moham-
med Noufal and Moamen Aliwa.

“Anas Al-Sharif served as the 
head of a terrorist cell in the Ha-
mas terrorist organisation and 
was responsible for advancing 

rocket attacks against Israeli ci-
vilians and IDF (Israeli) troops,” 
the military said in a statement.

“The IDF had previously dis-
closed intelligence information 
and many documents found in 
the Gaza Strip, confirming his 
military affiliation to Hamas,” 
it said.

It published a graphic showing 
what it said was a list of Hamas 
operatives in northern Gaza, in-
cluding Sharif ’s name, as well 
as an image of him emblazoned 
with the word: “Eliminated”.

It also published a list it said 
showed Sharif had been paid 
$200 by Hamas after an injury, as 
well as a list it said was a Hamas 
battalion’s phone directory that 
included Sharif ’s number.

Sharif was one of the channel’s 
most recognisable faces work-
ing on the ground in Gaza, pro-
viding daily reports on the now 
22-month-old war.

 ‘One of the bravest’ 
A posthumous message, writ-

ten in April in case of his death, 
was published on his account 
yesterday morning saying he had 
been silenced and urging people 
“not to forget Gaza”.

According to local journal-
ists who knew him, Sharif had 
worked at the start of his career 
with a Hamas communication 

office, where his role was to 
publicise events organised by 
the militant group that has ex-
ercised total control over Gaza 
since 2006.

Following online posts by Is-
rael’s Arabic-language military 
spokesman Avichay Adraee on 
Sharif, the Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists (CPJ) called 
in July for his protection, ac-
cusing Israel of a “pattern” of 
labelling journalists militants 
“without providing credible  
evidence”.

It said the Israeli military 
had levelled similar accusations 
against other journalists in Gaza 
earlier in the war, including oth-
er Al Jazeera staff.

“International law is clear that 
active combatants are the only 
justified targets in a war setting, 
so unless the IDF can demon-
strate that Anas al-Sharif was 
still an active combatant, then 
there is no justification for his 
killing,” Jodie Ginsberg, CPJ’s 
chief executive, said.

Colombia presidential hopeful 
dies after June rally shooting

AFP | London

Colombian presidential can-
didate Miguel Uribe has 

died two months after being 
shot at a campaign rally, his 
family said yesterday, as the at-
tack rekindled fears of a return 
to the nation’s violent past.

The 39-year-old conserv-
ative senator, a grandson of 
former president Julio Cesar 
Turbay (1978-1982), was shot 
in the head and leg on June 7 
at a rally in the capital Bogota.

Despite signs of progress in 
recent weeks, his doctors on 
Saturday announced he had 
suffered a new brain hemor-
rhage.

“Rest in peace, love of my 
life,” his wife Maria Claudia 
Tarazona wrote yesterday 
morning in a post on Insta-
gram.

“Thank you for a life full of 
love.”

Authorities have arrested six 
suspects linked to the attack, 
including the alleged shooter, a 
15-year-old boy captured at the 

scene by Uribe’s bodyguards.
Following a nationwide 

manhunt, police announced 
the arrest of an alleged master-
mind behind the attack, Elder 
Jose Arteaga Hernandez, alias 
“El Costeno.”

Police have also pointed to a 
dissident group of the defunct 
FARC guerrilla group as being 
behind the assassination.

The attack on Uribe, a lead-
ing candidate ahead of the 
2026 presidential election, 
has reopened old wounds 
in a country wracked by  
violence.

His own mother, journalist 
Diana Turbay, was killed in a 
botched 1991 police operation 
to free her from cocaine king-
pin Pablo Escobar’s Medellin 
cartel.

Four presidential candidates 
were assassinated during the 
worst phase of violence in the 
1980s and 1990s under Esco-
bar, who terrorized citizens 
of Bogota, Medellin and else-
where with a campaign of 
bombings.
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Thinking of all  the 
people affected by 

the earthquake in #Tür-
kiye last evening. @WHO 
stands ready to support 
communities and author-
ities in delivering essen-
tial health care for the 
injured.

@DrTedros

A unique development 
born of combat ex-

perience. The Dophin 
Spider, from the 3rd As-
sault Brigade and Brave1 
participant @BRAVE1ua , 
provides communications 
for strike UAVs over 50 
km away, destroying the 
enemy where they least 
expect it.

@FedorovMykhailo

If you come to this coun-
try illegally, you will 

face detention and return. 
If you come to this country 
and commit a crime, we 
will deport you as soon as 
possible.

@Keir_Starmer

Glad to speak with 
President Zelenskyy 

and hear his perspectives 
on recent developments. I 
conveyed India’s consist-
ent position on the need 
for an early and peaceful 
resolution of the conflict. 
India remains committed 
to making every possible 
contribution in this re-
gard, as well as to further 
strengthening bilateral 
ties with Ukraine.

@narendramodi
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News in brief 
 u Firefighters in 
northwestern Spain 
struggled yesterday 

to contain a wildfire that damaged 
a Roman-era mining site and forced 
hundreds of residents to evacuate. The 
firefighting effort faced “many difficulties” 
due to high temperatures and winds of up 
to 40 kilometres per hour (25 mph), said 
regional environment minister Juan Carlos 
Suarez-Quinones. “We will not allow people 

to return until safety in their communities is absolutely guaranteed,” he told 
reporters, estimating that about 700 people remained displaced..

 u The captain and two 
senior officers of a ship 
believed to belong to Russia’s 
so-called shadow fleet have been charged 
with sabotage for cutting five Baltic Sea 
cables in December, Finnish prosecutors 
said yesterday. The crewmembers of the Cook 
Islands-registered oil tanker Eagle S were 
alleged to have dragged the ship’s anchor on 
the seabed for around 90 kilometres (56 miles), damaging five undersea cables in 
the Gulf of Finland. They have been charged with “aggravated criminal mischief 
and aggravated interference with communications”, the office of Finland’s Deputy 
Prosecutor General said in a statement.

 u A mudslide in northern 
Pakistan yesterday swept 
over a group of villagers 

attempting to fix a water channel 
damaged in recent monsoon rains, killing 
seven people, officials said. More than 
300 people have been killed across the 
country since the monsoon season began on 
June 26, the National Disaster Management 
Authority said. Volunteers had been working 
through the night in the northern city of 

Danyor, in mountainous Gilgit-Baltistan, to fix a man-made water channel when 
part of the group was buried under a mudslide, the region’s disaster agency said.

Spanish firefighters struggle to 
contain blaze at Roman-era site

7 killed by mudslide while 
fixing water channel in Pakistan

Finland charges ship captain 
over Baltic cable sabotage

A woman holds a national flag during the so-called “Silent March” to show 
support for the health of Senator Miguel Uribe Turbay (file photo)

Anas al-Sharif, one of 
the slain journalists, 

had prepared a 
posthumous message 
urging the world “not 
to forget Gaza,” which 
was published after 

his death

KNOW WHAT

1121 1851 1908 1981
Battle of Didgori: Georgian army 
under King David the Builder wins a 
decisive victory over the renowned 
Seljuk commander Ilghazi

American inventor 
Isaac Singer 
patents his famous  
sewing machine

Ford Motor Company builds its 
first Model T car, which Henry Ford 
himself tests on a hunting trip to 
Wisconsin and Northern Michigan

  unveils the company’s first personal computer, 
the IBM PC, at New York’s Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 
priced at USD 1,565 with 16 kilobytes of RAM, 
helping bring computing to the masses

S P O T L I G H T

We’re at a point now 
where we’re trying to 

figure out, frankly, 
scheduling and things 
like that around when 

these three leaders 
could sit down and 

discuss an end to this 
conflict

JD VANCE

The virtual summit 
will occur in two 

parts - first European 
leaders with Zelensky, 
then a joint call with 

Trump - reflecting 
delicate diplomatic 

choreography to 
maintain Western 

unity

KNOW WHAT

Mourners sit around the grave of Al Jazeera correspondent Anas al-Sharif Campaigners with placards and flags take part in a rally to raise awareness to the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war from 
the Azov Brigade and other military units, in Kyiv

Western Wall in Jerusalem vandalized with anti-war message
AFP | Jerusalem

The Western Wall in Jerusa-
lem yesterday was vandal-

ized with graffiti condemning 
Israel’s ongoing war in Gaza, 
triggering widespread condem-
nation from religious leaders and 
politicians.

“There is a holocaust in Gaza,” 
was graffitied in Hebrew on the 
southern portion of the wall, the 
holiest site where Jews are al-
lowed to pray.

A similar message was also 
scrawled on the wall of the Great 
Synagogue, elsewhere in the city.

Israeli police said a 27-year-
old suspect had been arrested 
and would appear in court later 
yesterday, with the police re-
questing that his detention be  
extended.

The incident sparked imme-

diate outrage in Israel, with the 
Western Wall’s Rabbi Shmuel 
Rabinovitch calling it a “dese-
cration.”

“A holy place is not a place 
to express protests... The po-
lice must investigate this ac-
tion, track down the criminals 

responsible for the desecration 
and bring them to justice,” Rabi-
novitch said in a statement.

National Security Minister Ita-
mar Ben Gvir — who oversees 
the country’s law enforcement 
agencies — said he was shocked 
and vowed that the police would 
act “with lightning speed.”

Far-right Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich also weighed 
in, saying the perpetrators “for-
got what it means to be Jewish.”

Sharp condemnation also 
came from the opposition.

Former defense minister Ben-
ny Gantz, now an opposition 
leader, called it “a crime against 
the entire Jewish people.”

The Western Wall lies in the 
heart of the Old City of Jerusa-
lem, which Israeli forces cap-
tured during the 1967 Arab-Is-
raeli war.

People gather at Western Wall Plaza in the old city of Jerusalem (file photo)

 India’s Modi calls Zelensky, 
presses for end to Ukraine war

AFP | New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi yesterday said 

he was committed to an “ear-
ly and peaceful” end to the 
Ukraine war after a telephone 
call with President Volodymyr 
Zelensky.

The conversation came af-
ter Modi spoke to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin last 
week, during which he urged 

a “peaceful resolution” to the 
conflict.

“I conveyed India’s consist-
ent position on the need for an 
early and peaceful resolution 
of the conflict,” Modi said after 
speaking to Zelensky.

“India remains committed 
to making every possible con-
tribution in this regard, as well 
as to further strengthening bi-
lateral ties with Ukraine,” he 
added in a social media post.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky (R) speaking with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi (file photo)

US Vice President JD Vance speaks during a meeting with President Donald 
Trump, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio in the Oval Office (file photo)
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