
ALWAYS FORGIVE YOUR ENEMIES; 
NOTHING ANNOYS THEM SO MUCH.
OSCAR WILDE
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HISTORY
Britain’s King Charles II ratifies Ha-
beas Corpus Act allowing prisoners’ 
right to a court review of the justifi-
cation for their imprisonment

French Revolution: The Civil Consti-
tution of the Clergy is adopted, put-
ting the Catholic Church in France 

under the control of the state

Former United States Secretary of the Treas-
ury Alexander Hamilton dies after being shot 
in a pistol duel the previous day by Vice Pres-
ident Aaron Burr, near Weehaken, New Jersey

US Surgeon General 
Leroy Burney links 

smoking to lung 
cancer
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The global economy 
has been broadly re-

silient to the shock from 
the war in the Middle 
East. The impact has 
been uneven, affecting 
energy supplies, food 
security, commodities, 
and economic activity, 
while raising concerns 
about growth and price 
stability.

@KGeorgieva

Eleven people, includ-
ing a child, have been 

injured in Kyiv during last 
night’s Russian attack.

@ZelenskyyUa

Remembering the 1995 
Genocide in Srebren-

ica means confronting 
hate speech & discrimi-
nation, and renewing our 
resolve to make “never 
again” a reality for all. On 
this solemn day, let us re-
member the victims, lis-
ten to the survivors, and 
take action to advance 
justice, reconciliation & 
peace.

@antonioguterres

Digital technologies 
are transforming 

health. #AI can strength-
en disease surveillance, 
accelerate research, 
support earlier diagno-
sis, assist health workers, 
advance drug and vac-
cine development, and 
expand access to care. 
But the real challenge is 
ensuring that the trans-
formation is trusted, eq-
uitable and responsive to 
people’s needs.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

The Battle for Our 
Children’s Attention

Tech platforms 
operating within 

our borders 
must be legally 

compelled to 
implement 

strict, foolproof 
age-verification 

mechanisms 
and remove 

the addictive, 
algorithm-

driven features 
that encourage 

compulsive 
scrolling.

A global reckoning over children’s online safety is knock-
ing loudly at our doors. Around the world, nations are 
drawing strict legal lines, from Australia’s landmark 

social media bans to the UAE’s heavy financial penalties for 
parental neglect in the digital space. Here in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, the conversation has officially reached a boiling point. 
The recent legislative debate over a proposed Shura Council 
amendment to the Child Law to ban social media accounts for 
children under 15 high-
lights a sharp national 
anxiety. While our gov-
ernment rightly pushes 
for a balanced approach 
to preserve digital litera-
cy over complete prohi-
bition, the core question 
remains unanswered: 
whose job is it to protect 
our children from the dig-
ital wilderness?

The truth is, creating 
a safe digital ecosystem 
requires a dual-engine 
framework built on cor-
porate accountability and 
unwavering parental re-
sponsibility.

On the corporate front, 
tech giants can no longer 
treat child safety as an 
afterthought or shift 
the entire burden onto 
families. Tech platforms 
operating within our 
borders must be legally 
compelled to implement 
strict, foolproof age-veri-
fication mechanisms and 
remove the addictive, al-
gorithm-driven features 
that encourage compul-
sive scrolling.

However, legislation 
and corporate compli-
ance are only half the battle. The true frontline of defense is 
the home. Official initiatives like Bahrain’s ‘Himaya’ National 
Awareness Campaign and resources from the National Cyber 
Security Center offer robust reporting helplines (like 998 and 
992) to combat cyberbullying and exploitation. Yet, all the 
government infrastructure in the world cannot replace active 
parenting.

Are today’s parents brave enough to enforce the boundaries 
our children desperately need? It is easy to capitulate to a tod-
dler throwing a tantrum or a teenager demanding a smartphone 
to fit in. Reclaiming the household means establishing firm 
“house rules,” implementing mandatory screen-free “detox” 
hours – for adults as well as children -  and choosing short-term 
friction over long-term psychological distress.

Our children’s mental health, privacy, and innocence are on 
the line. It is time for parents to find their courage, for cor-
porations to accept their liability, and for our community to 
collectively protect Bahrain’s digital future.

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

US delegation in Lebanon to 
discuss 'pilot zone' withdrawal

US Central Command will coordinate on the zones with both countries

• Lebanese military 
will take full control 
of two small areas 
dubbed pilot zones

• Israel will gradually 
withdraw from areas 
of southern Lebanon 

• The talks precede 
Aoun's expected 
visit to Washington 
later this month at 
the invitation of his 
American counterpart 
Donald Trump

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

A US military delegation 
met with Lebanon's army 
in Beirut to discuss the 

implementation of Israel's with-
drawal from a "pilot zone" in 
occupied territory, a Lebanese 
military official said yesterday. 

Under a framework agreement 
reached on June 26, Israel will 
gradually withdraw from are-
as of southern Lebanon where 
it has deployed troops to fight 
Hezbollah, the Iran-backed Shia 
movement.

As part of the agreement, the 
long-disempowered Lebanese 
military will take full control 
of two small areas dubbed pilot 
zones.

"The American military dele-
gation arrived and began meet-

ings with the Lebanese army 
command to discuss the mecha-
nisms for implementing the first 
pilot zone from which the Israe-
lis will withdraw, allowing the 
Lebanese army to deploy," the 
official said, requesting anonym-
ity. "This is the main objective 
the American military delegation 
is bringing to Lebanon... it is the 
translation and implementation 
of the framework agreement."

US ambassador Michel Issa 
told President Joseph Aoun on 
Thursday that the American 
delegation was coming to "de-
termine the mechanism" for the 

deal's implementation.
In Washington, a US official 

had said on condition of ano-
nymity that "the first pilot zone 
will launch in a matter of days, 
and further pilot zones are being 
mapped out and planned".

US Central Command will co-
ordinate on the zones with both 
countries, he said.

The agreement -- rejected by 
Hezbollah -- does not set a time-
table for Israel's withdrawal, and 
Israeli officials have also vowed 
that their forces will remain in 
a "security zone" 10 kilometres 
(six miles) deep as long as Hez-

bollah remains armed.
On Saturday the agency said 

more than 732,000 people had 
now returned home, up from 
640,000 a week before.

That leaves more than 430,000 
still displaced, it added.

The latest talks between Leb-
anon and Israel, which have no 
formal relations but have met for 
five rounds of negotiations since 
the start of the war, will take 
place in Rome next Wednesday 
and Thursday.

Lebanon conditions its partic-
ipation on Israel withdrawing 
from two pilot zones.

First responders inspect a vehicle that was reportedly damaged by an Israeli strike in the southern Lebanese village of 
Kfar Roummane

Nearly 2 million 
people flee in China

Approaching typhoon lashes Taiwan, Japan islands
AFP | Keelung, Taiwan

Nearly two million people 
have fled their homes in 
China as an approach-

ing typhoon lashed northern 
Taiwan and Japan’s remote 
southwestern islands on Sat-
urday, toppling trees and leav-
ing tens of thousands without 
power.

Extreme weather has already 
wreaked havoc on southern and 
central China this week, with 
storms leaving at least 39 dead 
and causing dozens of rivers to 
overflow and a reservoir dam 
to burst.

Typhoon Bavi is expected to 
make landfall early today in the 
eastern province of Zhejiang, 
where more than 1.7 million 
people have been evacuated 
from their homes, state media 
reported.

Classes, work, transport and 
outdoor activities have been 
suspended, and more than 400 
flights and dozens of train ser-
vices cancelled in the province.

More than 130,000 people 
have fled their homes in Fuji-
an and around 34,000 people 
from Shanghai’s coastal areas 
and high-risk areas, state media 
reported.

Streets were largely desert-
ed in northern Taiwan, where 
most businesses were shut for 
a second day as wind and rain 
buffeted the region.

More than 14,000 people 
have been evacuated from their 
homes, hundreds of flights can-
celled and more than 170,000 

households across the island hit 
with power outages because of 
the storm.

Bavi was downgraded to a 
typhoon as it moved across the 
Pacific Ocean after slamming 
into Guam and the Northern 
Marianas on Monday as a super 
typhoon.

Its maximum sustained wind 
speeds slowed to 137 kilometres 
(85 miles) per hour, with gusts 
of around 173 kph on Saturday, 
Taiwan’s Central Weather Ad-
ministration (CWA) said.

The CWA warned of “ex-
tremely torrential rain” across 
northern Taiwan and “danger-
ous waves” of up to 10 metres 
(33 feet) along the coast as Bavi 
skirted the island’s north.

Death toll rises
In the Philippines, the death 

toll from landslides and other 
incidents triggered by heavy 

rains driven by Bavi rose to 18, 
most on the southern island of 
Mindanao.

Nearly 11,000 people across 
the archipelago fled their 
homes and dozens of ports re-
main closed, with 313 vessels 
taking shelter.

More than 18,000 households 
and facilities across Okinawa 
lost power as the typhoon 
pounded Japan’s remote south-
western islands, with the Mi-
yako region hardest hit.

Japanese airlines cancelled 
dozens of flights, affecting more 
than 26,000 passengers.

Bavi had been on track on 
Friday to be the largest typhoon 
to hit Taiwan in more than 30 
years, but its strong-wind radi-
us has since shrunk to 350 kilo-
metres, CWA forecaster Jason 
Cheng said.

A fisherman handles a rope near a fishing boat as waves crash over a 
breakwater in Yilan

New Zealand, India strike 
‘milestone' strategic partnership

AFP | Auckland, New Zealand

New Zealand and India an-
nounced yesterday the cre-

ation of a strategic partnership 
encompassing defence and se-
curity, during a landmark vis-
it by Prime Minister Narendra  
Modi.

Prime Minister Christopher 
Luxon feted his guest with an 
indigenous Maori welcome and 
a guard of honour, seeking to 
expand relations after signing a 
free-trade pact in April that he 
has touted as an economic boon.

Modi’s visit, at the tail end of a 
July 6-11 tour that has also taken 
him to Indonesia and Australia, 
came in the aftermath of China 
test-firing a ballistic missile into 
the Pacific Ocean on Monday, 
stirring unease in the region.

It was the first visit to New 
Zealand by an Indian prime min-
ister in 40 years, a sign of Delhi’s 
deeper engagement at a time 
of strengthened Chinese diplo-
matic and military presence in 

the Pacific.
Modi described the strategic 

partnership as a “milestone” that 
would inspire greater energy and 
confidence, as he was hosted by 
the New Zealand leader for dis-
cussions at Government House 
in Auckland.

“Our firm belief in democratic 
values makes us natural part-

ners,” he said.
The pact covers tighter de-

fence cooperation, including 
with naval exercises, as well as 
stronger ties in trade, diploma-
cy, culture, sport and science, 
the two countries said in a joint 
statement.

The nations have a shared in-
terest in a “free, open, peaceful 

and prosperous Indo-Pacific”, 
they said.

The two countries “quickly 
canvassed” the Chinese missile 
test, Luxon told reporters in a 
briefing after the talks.

He skirted a question about 
whether closer New Zealand-In-
dia ties would curb Beijing’s am-
bitions in the region.

“We are a small trading nation. 
We are a maritime nation. We 
need to have as many relation-
ships as we possibly can with 
partners around the world that 
are like-minded, and some of 
those are around defence, and 
some of those around trade, 
some around both.”

In the evening, the two leaders 
fronted an estimated 10,000 or 
more cheering Modi fans from 
the country’s 300,000-strong 
Indian diaspora who packed into 
Auckland’s Spark Arena.

Luxon praised the Indian di-
aspora, declaring: “Without you 
we simply would not be the New 
Zealand we are today.”

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (L) is welcomed with a traditional Maori 
challenge at Government House in Auckland

Japan successfully launches, 
lands reusable rocket

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

Japan’s space agency said 
yesterday its prototype 

reusable rocket successful-
ly completed the first lift-off 
and landing test, marking a 
step forward in the cost-cut-
ting technology dominated by 
SpaceX.

The prototype, launched 
from the Japan Aerospace Ex-
ploration Agency (JAXA)’s test 
site in Noshiro, Akita region, 
reached a height of about 10 
metres (33 feet), and then 
landed.

The flight lasted about 40 
seconds, according to JAXA.

“I feel we have put a great 

deal of time and effort into 
this, and now that the proto-
type has taken off and landed 
without problem, I must say 
I feel a great sense of relief,” 
JAXA’s Takashi Ito, who led the 
launch, told reporters.

Ito said the agency will re-
view data to fully determine 
the success of the test, but he 
is “confident” that it “obtained 
very useful data.”

Most rockets are designed 
for single use, with compo-
nents falling into the sea, burn-
ing up in the atmosphere or 
remaining in orbit as debris. 
The first launch stage is con-
sidered the most expensive 
component.

A prototype reusable rocket RV-X descending at the Noshiro Rocket Testing 
Center in Noshiro, Akita Prefecture.

US-Canada bridge threatened by 
Trump to open July 27
Montreal, Canada

A long-awaited new bridge 
between Canada and the 

United States, threatened 
by President Donald Trump 
earlier this year, will open for 
public use in late July, officials 
said Friday.

"Today, Canada and Mich-
igan have agreed to open the 
Gordie Howe International 
Bridge on July 27, with the 
support of the United States 
Government," Canada's Min-
istry of Infrastructure said in 
a statement, adding the bridge 
" will be a vital economic link 
between Canada and the US -- 
generating billions of dollars in 
economic activity for decades 
to come."

The CAN$6.4 billion ($4.5 
billion) bridge, which connects 

Detroit and Windsor, Ontario, 
has been under construction 
since 2018.

Canadian Prime Minister 
Mark Carney said last month 
the bridge's inauguration had 
been delayed indefinitely at 
the request of the United States 
due to "technical issues."

In February, Trump threat-
ened to fully block the bridge, 
insisting that the United States 
had been treated unfairly in its 
construction and that it should 
be “at least half” US-owned.

Boeing unveils new 737 
MAX production line
Everett, United States

Boeing marked another step 
in a marathon comeback 

Friday when it celebrated ex-
panded production of the 737 
MAX, now an aircraft in heavy 
demand after earlier disasters 
tarnished the company’s rep-
utation.

At a rousing ribbon-cutting 
ceremony attended by hun-
dreds of Boeing employees, 
commercial airlines chief 
Stephanie Pope and Washing-
ton state elected officials char-

acterized the new $1 billion 
“North Line” MAX production 
line investment in Everett, 
Washington as the appropri-
ate next step for an industri-
al site that has been building 
Boeing’s most storied aircraft 
for decades. “This investment 
is a vote of confidence in our 
workforce, in American man-
ufacturing, and the future of 
aerospace in the city of Ever-
ett,” said Everett Mayor Cas-
sie Franklin. “This factory has 
repeatedly shown the world 
what is possible.”cre

Apple sues OpenAI for 
stealing trade secrets
AFP | San Francisco, United 
States

Apple on Friday sued 
OpenAI, accusing the ar-

tificial intelligence company 
of orchestrating a campaign 
to steal the iPhone maker’s 
trade secrets as it tries to 
develop its own consumer 
hardware device.

The lawsuit -- filed in a 
federal court in San Jose, 
California -- paints a pic-

ture of an aggressive effort 
by OpenAI to poach Apple 
employees and extract confi-
dential information to build 
its own device.

The lawsuit marks a dra-
matic escalation in tensions 
between two companies that 
partnered in 2024 to inte-
grate ChatGPT into Apple’s 
products. The suit will sig-
nificantly complicate Ope-
nAI’s plans for a hotly antic-
ipated initial public offering.

A golden voice falls silent
Playback legend S. Janaki dies at 88

TDT | agencies

Le g endary  playback 
singer S. Janaki, whose 
extraordinary voice 

shaped South Indian cinema 
for more than six decades 
and whose timeless songs 
continue to resonate across 
generations, died in Mysuru 
yesterday.

Renowned for her remark-
able versatility, Janaki moved 
effortlessly between classical 
compositions, romantic mel-
odies, folk songs, comic num-
bers and emotionally charged 
duets, earning a place among 
the greatest playback singers 
in Indian cinema.

In Tamil cinema, she estab-
lished herself during an era 
dominated by P. Susheela and 
other leading singers, collab-
orating with celebrated com-
posers such as K.V. Mahadevan 
and M.S. Viswanathan. Her 
career reached even greater 
heights with the emergence 
of maestro Ilaiyaraaja, who 
chose her for several memo-

rable songs in his debut film 
Annakili (1976), a landmark in 
Tamil film music that marked 
its 50th anniversary in 2026.

Janaki won the National 
Film Award for Best Female 
Playback Singer for Senthoora 
Poove from 16 Vayathinile, the 
directorial debut of Bharathi-
raja, who passed away 
recently.

Among her ear-
liest masterpieces 
was Singara Velane 
Deva from Konjum 
Salangai, in which 
she shared mu-
s i c a l  s p a c e 
w i t h  l e g -
endary na-
gaswaram 
maestro 
K a -
r u k u -
r i c h i 
Aruna-
chalam. 

        Il-
a i y a r a a j a 
o f t e n  d e -
scribed Jana-

ki as one of his most expres-
sive singers, capable of trans-
forming his musical ideas into 
unforgettable performances. 
Together, they created numer-
ous classics that continue to 
be cherished by music lovers.

Affectionately known as 
Janakiamma by colleagues 

and admirers, she re-
corded songs in 18 lan-
guages and was cele-
brated for her ability 
to sing effortlessly in 
voices ranging from 
childlike innocence 

to mature emo-
tional depth. 

T r a i n e d 
in Carnat-
i c  m u s i c , 
she also re-
l e a s e d  a n 
a l b u m  o f 
Thyagara-
ja kritis, 
reaffirm-

i n g  h e r 
deep roots in 
the classical 
tradition.


