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What a wonderful contrast our 
compassionate leaders have 
set as a standard for the world. 

While healthcare frontliners in the rest of 
the world fought lack of PPEs, non-pay-
ment of salaries and overwork, in Bahrain, 
our Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa has issued a thoughtful 
stay on collection of fines or financial dues 
for non-renewal of licences as of February 
2020. 

This comes 
over and above 
stimulus pack-
ages designed 
t o  c u s h i o n 
healthcare he-
roes from the 
financial pain 
inflicted by the 
COVID-19 out-
break.

Even in the 
so-called ad-
v a n c e d  a n d 
developed na-
tions, hospitals 
and healthcare 
personnel have 
b e e n  s c ra m -
bling for testing 
kits against the 
pandemic and 
PPE for frontliners. Bahrain, by contrast, 
was among the first countries of the GCC, to 
purchase testing kits in large numbers even 
before the crisis hit full-blown proportions 
and there is a strict pandemic protocol to 
protect frontliners.

Spurred by the example of our leaders, 
the private sector too has time and again 
shown special respect for healthcare front-
liners. At the Lulu Hypermarket, for exam-
ple, there are priority checkout counters 
for healthcare personnel. Even in small 
cold stores, the neighbourhood nurse or 
doctor is treated with awe these days as 
they battle to keep us all safe. 

At the turn of the 20th century, around 
the 1930s, Bahrain’s healthcare system was 
manned by a handful of Western and Indi-
an doctors and nurses who braved disease 
and death to bring the blessing of modern 
healthcare to the people of Bahrain and 
neighbouring countries, travelling across 
to Basra and to the Eastern Province on 
dhows to meet patients. With time, many 
inspired Bahrainis joined the medical pro-
fession and today many nationals hold 
responsible posts as doctors, surgeons, 
nursing teams and paramedics. We have 
pioneering doctors and even a Bahraini 
Florence Nightingale – Dr Naima Al Qaseer 
– the highest-ranking nursing expert who 
is in charge of WHO in Egypt. The King-
dom is giving priority to skilled Bahraini 
medical personnel and seeking to push 
Bahrainisation of the sector to over 80% 
just like the banking and finance sector.

Bahrain has now instituted a timely 
award under the patronage of and in the 
name of our PM for doctors and medical 
personnel who contribute significantly to 
the Kingdom’s healthcare improvement. 
We thank our leaders for so wisely taking 
the pulse of the times and boosting our vital 
healthcare sector.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
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CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD
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EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 
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Police registers 10,866 cases 
for not wearing face masks

TDT | Manama 

Bahraini authorities have 
registered 10,866 cases 
against those failing to 

wear face masks in public settings 
since the implementation of COV-
ID-19 preventive measures began. 

Of the total cases, 2,989 were re-
corded in Muharraq Governorate, 
2,643 in Northern Governorate, 
2,096 in Capital Governorate and 
1,808 in Southern Governorate 

Police Directorate. Besides, the 
Operations Department head-
ed by General Security record-
ed 1246 violations, and General 
Administration of Ports Security 
recorded 84 violations related to 
non-usage of face masks. 

Brigadier General Dr Sheikh 
Hamad bin Muhammad Al Khal-
ifa, Assistant Chief of Public Secu-
rity for Operations and Training 
Affairs, said the Interior Ministry 
is pressing on with awareness 
campaigns in various governo-

rates to educate public on the 
need to follow COVID-19 proto-
cols including wearing masks and 
maintaining social distancing in 
public places and shops.

He also warned strict measures 
against any such violations in this 
regard. In addition to wearing 
face masks, other health guide-
lines, including continuous hand 
washing and social distancing, are 
equally important. 

“It is important to wear face 
masks properly to curb the spread 

of the virus, as most of the people 
are currently wearing it under 
their nose.”

Police personnel are currently 
educating the public on the cor-
rect way of wearing a mask in 
various languages to help spread 
the information among foreign 
workers and communities.  

The Assistant Chief hailed the 
active participation of women 
police personnel in enhancing 
awareness among female citizens 
and residents.

KNOW WHAT

Starting on April 9, as per 
Government of Bahrain’s 

official efforts to combat the 
spread of Covid-19, everyone 
must wear a facemask in all 

public venues.

Ministry of Interior on 26 
March 2020 announced 
a ban on gatherings of 

more than five individuals 
on roads, yards, beaches, 

parks and other public 
places. 

 The Government of Bahrain 
has stated that anyone sub-
jected to quarantine must 
comply or face up to three 
months in jail and a fine of 

up to 10,000 BHD

In pictures, officials during a campaign held to ensure the proper following of coronavirus precautionary measures 

In pictures above are Busaiteen Walkway, one of the preferred destination of people here in Bahrain and an ideal location for a weekend family getaway. The walkway is 
also a favourite location for photographers, thanks to the charming view of the sea it provides. The walkway, which was opened in conjunction with Bahrain Sports Day, 
has 80 fitness devices and uses clean and renewable energy. With over a parking space for 400 cars, the location is also easy to approach. According to Minister of Works, 
Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning, Essam Khalaf, the project is one of the prominent development in Bahrain that forms part of Vision 2030. The 1.829 million 
dinars project which enjoys a length of 2 kilometres includes a public square, green spaces, restaurants in over more than 43 thousand square metres. The walkway is also 
the first of its kind in Bahrain that works on renewable energy.

I n  f o c u s :  B u s a i t e e n  W a l k w a y

Turning marble into heritage 
TDT | Manama 

Here artists are busy!
They are chiselling away chunks of solid 

matter from the huge blocks of marble before 
them, transforming them slowly into compo-
sitions depicting Bahrain’s heritage, culture, 
and closely knit societal fabric.

The venue is Bahrain International Airport 
Marble Sculpture symposium. 

Watching the proceeding carefully among 
others are Minister of Transportation and 
Telecommunications and Bahrain Airport 
Company (BAC) Chairman, Kamal bin Ahmed 
Mohammed. 

He was at the three-week project to re-
view the progress of the work which will 
transform BIA into a world-class boutique 
airport and a key driver of national economic  
growth.

Organised by BAC and Hind Gallery, the 
event is taking place in a fully equipped fa-
cility with 10 leading Bahraini sculptors near 
the airport as part of Airport Modernisation 
Programme (AMP). 

The minister said: “This symposium is an 
opportunity to showcase the talent of Bah-
raini artists who, through their participation 

in local and international exhibitions, have 
displayed their work at several world-famous 
venues.”

 “Every element of the new facility has been 
carefully selected to reflect Bahrain’s culture 
and heritage and envisioned to become a 
popular attraction for tourists.”

 The sculptors participating in the three-
week project expressed pride in the initiative. 

 The new terminal will house two galleries 
which will regularly display Bahraini antiques 
and art. 

Souq Al Qaisarya will feature a broad se-
lection of local products, food and beverage 
outlets, Bahraini jewellery, an art gallery, and 
a theatre, enabling passengers to experience 
the Kingdom without having to set foot out-
side the airport.

 Minister Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed during his visit to the Bahrain International Airport Marble Sculpture 
symposium. 


