
Spain get better of Sweden 
• Ramos and Morata 
on the spot as Spain 
cruise past Sweden 
in Euro qualifier

• Ireland complete 
lacklustre victory 
over Gibraltar

AFP | Paris

Sergio Ramos and Alvaro 
Morata both scored penal-
ties as Spain got the better 

of Sweden on Monday, while the 
Republic of Ireland and Poland 
continued their strong starts in 
qualifying for Euro 2020.

Three-time European cham-
pions Spain ran out 3-0 winners 
in their Group F encounter with 
the Swedes at the Santiago Bern-
abeu in Madrid, recovering from 
the early frustration of seeing a 
Rodrigo Moreno effort wrongly 
disallowed for offside.

They won a penalty just after 
the hour when Sebastian Lars-
son blocked a Marco Asensio 
cross with his arm, and captain 
Ramos converted the spot-kick. 
It was the Real Madrid defend-
er’s 20th goal for his country, his 
seventh in his last eight matches.

Morata, who had come on as 
a second-half subtitute, won an-
other penalty late on when he 
was brought down in the box 
by Filip Helander, and he duly 
netted from 12 yards too.

Real Sociedad striker Mikel 
Oyarzabal, also on from the 

bench, wrapped up the win with 
three minutes left.

The result means Luis Enri-
que’s side have the maximum 
12 points from four matches and 
are five points ahead of Sweden 
and Romania at the top of the 
six-team section. The top two 
teams in each group qualify for 
the finals.

Romania, who host Spain next 
in September, eased to a 4-0 win 
in Malta. Norway, whose only 
appearance at the Euros so far 
came in 2000, got their first win 
of the campaign as they beat the 
Faroe Islands 2-0 away thanks to 
a brace from US-born forward 

Bjorn Johnsen.

Irish five clear 
Ireland are top of Group D 

with 10 points from four games 
after again doing the minimum 
to get the better of minnows 
Gibraltar.

Mick McCarthy’s team won 
1-0 on the rock in March and 
won 2-0 against the same oppo-
nents this time.

They went ahead in Dublin 
when David McGoldrick’s way-
ward shot went in thanks to a 
wicked deflection off Joseph 
Chipolina. Robbie Brady then 
wrapped up the victory at the 

death.
“If the remit for me was to get 

10 points, which I’m sure it was, 
that job’s done,” McCarthy told 
Sky Sports.

Ireland are five points ahead 
of Denmark, with whom they 
drew in Copenhagen at the 
weekend.

However, the Danes have a 
game in hand and romped to a 
5-1 win over Georgia on Mon-
day, with Kasper Dolberg of 
Ajax scoring twice. Tottenham 
Hotspur star Christian Eriksen 
scored a penalty, while Yussuf 
Poulsen and Martin Braithwaite 
also netted.

Poland have maximum points 
after four games in Group G, 
with hotshots Krzysztof Piatek 
and Robert Lewandowski both 
on target in a 4-0 defeat of Israel 
in Warsaw.

Austria boosted their chances 
of qualifying as West Ham Unit-
ed’s Marko Arnautovic bagged 
a brace in a 4-1 victory in North 
Macedonia, while Slovenia 
romped to a 5-0 win in Latvia.

The Czech Republic joined 
England on six points at the top 
of Group A thanks to a 3-0 defeat 
of Montenegro, although they 
have now played a game more 
than Gareth Southgate’s side.

In the same group, Kosovo 
registered their first win in qual-
ifying for a Euro or a World Cup, 
coming from behind to beat Bul-
garia 3-2 in Sofia thanks to Elba-
san Rashani’s injury-time strike.

Ukraine are six points clear at 
the top of Group B after beating 
Luxembourg 1-0, while Alek-
sandar Mitrovic scored twice 
and new Real Madrid signing 
Luka Jovic got one goal as Serbia 
defeated Lithuania 4-1.

These matches are 
more difficult than 

the result makes 
them look. We played 

well, defended well 
and we are very 

happy
ALVARO MORATA
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Sweden’s forward Marcus Berg (L) vies with Spain’s defender Sergio Ramos (R) and Spain’s defender Inigo Martinez

Teenage talent Auger-Aliassime 
records first ATP win on grass
AFP | Berlin

Canadian prodigy Felix Au-
ger-Aliassime continued 

his breakthrough season in 
Stuttgart yesterday, beating 
Latvian veteran Ernests Gulbis 
7-5, 6-3 to record his first ever 
ATP tour win on grass

The 18-year-old looked un-
beatable on serve as he eased 
past Gulbis in straight sets to 
continue an impressive season 
in which he has shot to 21st in 
the world rankings.

“I was surprised because I 
thought it would be a lot tough-
er,” he said. “I still have a lot to 
learn on grass.”

Fellow Canadian Milos Raon-
ic marked his return with a 
hard-fought win over Austral-

ian teenager Alexei Popyrin, 
having missed the entire clay 
season with a knee injury.

The 28-year-old survived an 

early scare to win 6-7 (6/8), 6-4, 
7-6 () and set up a second round 
meeting with French veteran 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga. 

Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime returns a shot to Croatia’s Borna Coric (file 
photo)

Dhawan injury in focus ahead 
of India’s New Zealand clash
AFP | London

India yesterday put Shikhar 
Dhawan under observation 

over a hand injury that could 
sideline the batsman for at 
least two weeks at the World 
Cup.

Dhawan led India to their 
second win of the 50-over 
tournament with his 117 
against holders Australia on 
Sunday, but the opener took a 
hit near the thumb during the 
innings and didn’t come out to 
field at the Oval.

Dhawan’s injury is a blow 
to Virat Kohli’s side, who will 
play New Zealand on Thurs-
day before taking on arch ri-
vals Pakistan on Sunday.

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India did not reveal 
the extent of Dhawan’s injury, 
but said the left-hander will 
stay with the team after ru-
mours he would have to be 
replaced.

“Team India opening bats-
man Mr Shikhar Dhawan is 
presently under the observa-
tion of the BCCI medical team,” 
said a BCCI statement.

“The team management has 
decided that Mr Dhawan will 
continue to be in England and 
his progress will be monitored.

“Mr Dhawan sustained an 

injury on the back of his left 
hand in the region between 
the index finger and thumb 
during the CWC 2019 league 
match against Australia,” the 
statement added.

Team physio Patrick Farhart 
is assessing Dhawan’s injury 
after the batsman was taken to 
Leeds for detailed scans.

Dhawan suffered the injury 
as a result of a nasty blow from 
a rising delivery by Australia 
paceman Pat Cummins in the 
early phase of his innings but 
went on to complete his 17th 
one-day international century.

Dhawan, however, played 
no further part in the match 
after his dismissal, with sub-
stitute Ravindra Jadeja taking 
the field in his place as India 
comfortably defended their 
total of 352 for five to complete 
a 36-run victory.

Shikhar Dhawan receives medical 
treatment

Sam Bennett wins stage 3 of Dauphine
Cycling News | Paris

Sam Bennett of Bora-Hans-
grohe claimed a dominant 

sprint victory on stage 3 of Crite-
rium du Dauphine in Riom. The 
Irishman was led out expertly 
by Shane Archbold and then de-
livered a powerful acceleration 

to claim honours ahead of Wout 
van Aert (Jumbo-Visma).

Davide Ballerini (Astana) 
took third place ahead of Clem-
ent Venturini (AG2R La Mon-
diale), while Edward Theuns 
(Trek-Segafredo) came home 
in fifth.

The win was Bennett’s sev-

enth at WorldTour level this 
season, though he missed out 
on selection for the Giro d’Ita-
lia to Pascal Ackerman, while 
Peter Sagan is expected to be 
Bora-Hansgrohe’s sprinter at 
next month’s Tour de France.

Stage 3 of the Dauphiné was 
animated by a day-long break-

away from Natnael Berhane 
(Cofidis) and Quentin Pacher 
(Vital Concept). The pair es-
caped shortly after the start in 
Le Puy-en-Velay and built up 
a maximum lead of 3:45 before 
they were pegged back by the 
sprinters’ teams on the run-in 
to the finish.

Thiem offers Serena 
doubles match after 
Roland-Garros row
AFP | Vienna

Austrian tennis ace Dom-
inic Thiem yesterday 

offered Serena Williams a 
mixed doubles jaunt in an 
attempt to put their French 
Open press room dispute 
behind them.

Thiem reacted with dis-
belief when officials asked 
him, mid-post match in-
terview, to leave the main 
interview room at Roland 
Garros so that the Ameri-
can superstar, who had just 
been knocked out, would 
not be kept waiting.

He accused the 23-time 
Grand Slam winner, who 
had just suffered her earli-
est exit at a major tourna-
ment in almost five years, 
of having a “bad personali-
ty” and said he would have 
waited even for a junior 
player to finish.

Athletes treatment 
deal signed
AFP | Bristol

The Bahrain Olympic 
Committee and the 

Bahrain Defence Force Hos-
pital signed an agreement 
to facilitate surgeries and 
medical consultations for 
Bahrain national athletes.

The deal was in line with 
the BOC commitment to pro-
vide optimal medical care 
for members of Bahrain 
sports teams and help them 
recover from their respec-
tive injuries.

BOC secretary general 
Mohammed Al Nusuf said 
the agreement is a crucial 
step in the right direction 
in an attempt to support 
national teams’ athletes, 
not only physically, but also  
morally. 

Messi is sports 
world’s highest 
earner: Forbes
AFP | New York

Lionel Messi was the 
world’s highest paid 

athlete over the past year, 
Forbes reported yesterday 
in its annual sporting rich 
list.

Barcelona and Argentina 
star Messi dethroned retired 
boxer Floyd Mayweather as 
the sports world’s highest 
earner, raking in $127 mil-
lion via salary and endorse-
ment deals.


