
A few days ago, I was a guest on Bahrain Tel-
evision to discuss the challenges facing the 
Kingdom of Bahrain—challenges that are no 

longer confined to conventional military threats, but 
have expanded into more complex and dangerous 
arenas, most notably the battlefield of “cognitive war-
fare” waged across digital platforms and social media. 

This reality has become increasingly evident 
through the content being circulated and promoted 
online, revealing a systematic campaign aimed at 
undermining the unique social fabric of Bahraini 
society. It is no secret that this cohesion represents 
a primary target, particularly amid ongoing Iranian 
aggressions against national sovereignty and per-
sistent attempts to influence and manipulate public 
perception.

Bahrain has been subjected to dozens of misleading 
media campaigns designed to create divisions within 
its unified society. Yet, the Bahraini people—thank-
fully—have demonstrated remarkable resilience and 
unity in overcoming these challenges. However, the 
current phase requires a shift from reactive respons-
es to the development of a sustainable strategy built 
upon what can be described as “societal immunity.”

This immunity begins with reinforcing the national 
narrative and reviving a rich historical legacy filled 
with unifying milestones—from the founding era 
during the time of Isa Al-Kabeer, through independ-
ence, the aspirations of Arab unity, and culminating 
in the National Action Charter and the establishment 
of the modern constitutional state. Across all these 
stages, the unity of the Bahraini people stands as an 
undeniable and enduring truth.

On the technological front, smartphones—now 
inseparable from our daily lives—have evolved into 
some of the most powerful tools of influence. They 
have effectively become platforms for launching “dig-
ital bullets” targeting minds remotely. Recent crises 
have exposed the scale and danger of disinformation, 
leaving no doubt that this weapon must be contained 
and strategically redirected—not ignored.

Combating such warfare requires the production 
of credible content and the establishment of trusted 
sources capable of earning public confidence. Un-
fortunately, false narratives often spread faster than 
verified facts, creating a dangerous gap in public 
awareness. This is where national media must step 
forward—not merely as a respondent, but as the 
primary narrator and authoritative source of truth.

Neutralizing “toxic platforms” can no longer rely 
on traditional approaches. It demands modern tools 
and a participatory model that positions the citizen 
as an active partner rather than a passive consumer. 
By encouraging organized reporting of misleading 
content, society itself can transform into a first line 
of defense, where the citizen becomes the true back-
bone of this soft war.

In this context, empowering citizens—and even 
children—with the skills to analyze digital content is 
essential. This includes understanding technologies 
such as deepfakes and consistently asking the critical 
question: Who benefits from the dissemination of 
this message?

This question alone can shift individuals from 
passive reception to critical awareness.

The adversary in information warfare is always 
searching for a “spark,” while we must cultivate in 
every Bahraini citizen the role of a “first responder,” 
capable of extinguishing that spark before it escalates 
into a crisis.

Our national leadership has presented a compel-
ling model of inclusivity under the reform project 
of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. This 
model strengthens citizens’ trust in their state and 
grants them the moral courage to reject hate speech, 
knowing their nation safeguards their rights and 
unity.

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Edi-
tor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and the Presi-
dent of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for 
Relief, Human Rights and Counterterrorism)

‘A perfect mission’: 
Artemis II crew 
returns to Earth
NASA recovers astronauts after record-breaking lunar voyage

• NASA crew splashes 
down safely

• Heat shield 
passes key test

• Record distance 
reached from Earth

• Mission lasted 
around ten days

AFP | Washington

The NASA spacecraft carry-
ing four astronauts splashed 
down as planned off the Cal-

ifornia coast, capping the US space 
agency’s successful crewed test mis-
sion around the Moon, the first such 
flyby in more than 50 years.

Mission commander Reid Wise-
man reported that the crewmem-
bers -- himself along with Christina 
Koch, Victor Glover and Jeremy 
Hansen -- were “stable” and “green.”

“They’re in great condition, that’s 
what that means,” said Rob Navias, 
the NASA public affairs official who 
narrated their return on the agen-
cy’s livestream.

Following a brief but nerve-wrack-
ing communications blackout dur-
ing their high-stakes re-entry, Wise-
man’s voice triggered relief that the 
astronauts were well on their way 
back home.

“We have you loud and clear,” he 
said following a voice check from 
mission control in Houston.

NASA personnel and the US mili-
tary helped extract the astronauts 
from the bobbing capsule -- to the 
applause of those watching from 
mission control. They will then be 
flown to a recovery ship off the Pa-
cific coast near San Diego.

As the astronauts returned to 
Earth their spacecraft reached max-
imum speeds more than 30 times the 
speed of sound, and faced searing 
temperatures around half as hot as 
the surface of the Sun. It was a key 
test of their heat shield, which in an 

earlier trial uncrewed mission had 
faced complications.

But the Artemis II re-entry went 
off without a hitch.

NASA administrator Jared Isaac-
man called the voyage “a perfect 
mission.”

“We’re back in the business of 
sending astronauts to the Moon,” he 
said, and “this is just the beginning.”

START WHERE YOU ARE. USE WHAT 
YOU HAVE. DO WHAT YOU CAN
ARTHUR ASHE
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252,756
miles from Earth marked 
the farthest distance ever 

traveled by humans during 
the mission

Astronauts witnessed 
a solar eclipse and 

meteorite impacts on 
the Moon, capturing 

thousands of images that 
fascinated scientists and 

the public alike
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Hundreds of women 
& girls were report-

edly killed since the re-
cent M.E. escalation. @
UN_Women is scaling up 
protection & support to 
ensure women are at the 
heart of response & re-
covery. We continue to 
call for lasting ceasefire 
& peace.

@unwomenchief

The Artemis II crew 
has returned to Earth. 

Congratulations to Colo-
nel Hansen and the team 
on an historic feat. Wel-
come home.

@MarkJCarney

We’re about to wel-
c o m e  o u r  1 9 1 

members for our Spring 
Meetings. We will come 
together, at a highly un-
certain and complex time 
for the global economy, 
to discuss the issues we 
face and seek solutions 
together.

@KGeorgieva

They circled the Moon 
while the rest of us 

stayed glued to screens 
full of war and outrage. 
Humanity can reach far-
ther than ever before, yet 
still can’t reach across a 
border to shake hands. 
We’re smart enough to 
survive space. When will 
we be wise enough to sur-
vive each other?

@DrTedros
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The Citizen: 
The Backbone 
of Soft Warfare

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

1204 1811 1861 1961
The Fourth 
Crusade occupies 
and plunders 
Constantinople

First US colonists on the 
Pacific coast arrive at 
Cape Disappointment, 
Washington

Fort Sumter in South 
Carolina is attacked by the 
Confederacy, beginning 
the American Civil War

Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin 
becomes the first human to travel 
into space and orbit Earth, 

aboard the Vostok 1 spacecraft

Deadlock Over Hormuz Dispute

• Third round of 
negotiations expected as 
diplomacy intensifies 

• Macron urges Iran 
to seize the opportunity 
for de-escalation

• Netanyahu signals 
conditional openness to 
Lebanon peace talks

Agencies

The world watched the 
Islamabad negotiations, 
which occurred on the 

brink of an energy crisis and 
economic battle in the Middle 
East and Asia. Iran’s semi-offi-
cial Fars News Agency last night 
reported that Washington had 
made “excessive demands re-
garding the Strait,” along with 
what it called “unacceptable 
demands on several other is-
sues.” The Tasnim news agen-
cy also reported that disputes 
over the strategic waterway were 
among the main obstacles in the  
negotiations.

Iranian state television report-
ed that a third round of talks be-
tween Iranian and US officials is 
expecting today, though uncer-
tainty remained over whether it 
would occur.

US delegation 

A high-level US delegation, 
led by Vice President J.D. Vance 
along with Special Envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, 
arrived in Islamabad earlier on 
Saturday to take part in the dis-
cussions.

The delegation was received 
by Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar, along with 
senior military officials. Pakistan 
reiterated its role as a facilitator 
and expressed hope that the par-
ties would engage constructive-
ly toward a lasting and durable 
solution to the conflict.

Diplomatic Move 
On the sidelines of the talks, 

Iran’s Central Bank Governor Dr. 
Abdolnasser Hemmati met with 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, Mo-

hammad Ishaq Dar. Both sides 
emphasized the importance of 
sustained dialogue and regional 
stability to support economic 
cooperation.

Meanwhile, French President 
Emmanuel Macron said he had 
spoken with Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian, urging him 
to use the Islamabad talks to 
achieve lasting de-escalation. 
He also called for the restoration 
of freedom of navigation in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

What’s happening in Lebanon? 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-

min Netanyahu said any future 
peace agreement with Lebanon 
would need to be “lasting for 
generations,” adding that Beirut 
had recently expressed interest 
in direct talks under conditions 
that included the disarmament 
of Hezbollah.

NASA’s Orion spacecraft with Artemis II crew members as it lands in the Pacific Ocean off the coast of California

Trump congratulates returned Artemis 
astronauts, says ‘next step, Mars!’
AFP | Washington

Donald Trump praised the Arte-
mis astronauts just after they 

splashed down, as the US president 
looked ahead to the eventual goal 
of sending missions to Mars.

“Congratulations to the Great 
and Very Talented Crew of Arte-

mis II. The entire trip was spectac-
ular, the landing was perfect and, 
as President of the United States, I 
could not be more proud!” Trump 
said on Truth Social.

“I look forward to seeing you all 
at the White House soon. We’ll be 
doing it again and then, next step, 
Mars!”

UK puts Chagos handover deal in 
‘deep freeze’ after Trump criticism
AFP | London

Britain indicated Saturday it 
is shelving plans to return 

the Chagos Islands -- which 
hosts the strategic Diego Gar-
cia US-UK military base -- to 
Mauritius, after US President 
Donald Trump strongly criti-
cised the deal.

Britain struck a deal with 
Mauritius last year to hand 
back the Indian Ocean islands 
to its former colony and pay to 
lease Diego Garcia, the largest 
island, home to the military 
base, for a century.

Trump condemned the re-
turn agreement as “an act of 
great stupidity” and on Satur-

day British media reported that 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 
government would drop legis-
lation needed to put the deal 
into effect.

A former top government 
official said London had been 
effectively forced to abandon 
the plan as a result of Trump’s 
opposition.

Easter truce between 
Russia and Ukraine begins
AFP | Kyiv

A temporary truce between 
Russia and Ukraine entered 

into force on Saturday, with Kyiv 
warning it would respond “im-
mediately” if Russia violated it.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin ordered the ceasefire 
on Thursday to coincide with 
Orthodox Easter, more than a 
week after Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky first made 
the proposal.

Both sides have agreed to ob-
serve it.

The ceasefire is due to last for 
32 hours, from 4:00 pm (1300 
GMT) on Saturday until the end 

of the day on Sunday, according 
to the Kremlin.

“Ukraine will adhere to the 
ceasefire and respond strictly 
in kind. The absence of Russian 
strikes in the air, on land, and at 
sea will mean no response from 

our side,” Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said in a 
post on X.

The Ukrainian army said it 
was ready to “immediately” re-
spond if Russia violated it.

Hours before the truce was 
due to start, Russia launched at 
least 160 drones at Ukraine, kill-
ing four people in the country’s 
east and south and wounding 
dozens of others, Ukrainian au-
thorities said.

The southern Odesa region 
was among the hardest hit, with 
authorities reporting two dead 
and damage to civilian infra-
structure.

A satellite photo shows an overview of the Diego Garcia military base on the 
Chagos Archipelago

32
hours is the duration of 
the temporary Easter 

ceasefire agreed by both 
sides

A vessel navigates the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s most strategic and closely monitored shipping routes.

Arrival of the US delegation in Islamabad to participate in the Islamabad Talks

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif met Iranian delegation led by Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, Speaker of 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly.

Abdolnasser Hemmati meets Mohammad Ishaq Dar on the sidelines of Islamabad 
talks.


