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Members of the United Nations Security Council listen as Ambassador Danny 
Danon, Permanent Representative of Israel to the UN, speaks during a 
meeting on the conflicts in Iran at the United Nations headquarters in New 
York City. The Security Council is holding meetings on the ongoing conflict in 
Iran that has escalated with Israel attacking Hezbollah targets in Lebanon. 
The Council will also be voting on draft resolutions that call for an immediate 
end to all strikes and threats against neighboring states, including through 
proxies, the first since Israel and the U.S. launched airstrikes on Iran.
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Let the cash move 

“Hey man, what’s up?”
“All good. What about you?”
“Not bad… going as usual,” I replied.

“So what’s happening?” I asked my friend casually.
“Just trying to finish some work — and making sure not to be 

part of the rumour mills!” he laughed.
“Still staying at the same place?” I asked curiously.
“Yes, of course.”
“You mean the apart-

ment on the ninth floor?”
“Yes,” he said.
There was a brief pause 

before he added quite 
calmly:

“Life is becoming more 
colourful these days. 
From my window, I can 
occasionally see a few 
missiles heading some-
where in the distance.”

“Isn’t that scary?” I 
asked.

“Not really,” he replied. 
“I know Bahrain is try-
ing its best to protect us. 
I have faith in the system.”

The answer came so 
naturally that it caught 
me slightly off guard.

“What about food?” I 
asked, shifting the con-
versation to something 
more practical.

“Talabat is active,” he 
said with a laugh. “The 
delivery boys are right on 
time. No worries.”

“Any plans to travel back home?” I asked.
“What for?” he laughed again. “Our highways back home are 

more dangerous than these missiles.”
His humour was disarming.
“So when do you think this war will end?” 
“Honestly, I don’t bother about that,” he said.
I found myself quietly admiring his perspective. Just then, 

he paused.
“Hold on a second,” he said.
The doorbell rang. It was the food delivery.
A minute later, he returned to the call, smiling.
“You know,” he said, “I usually give the delivery guy one dinar 

as a tip. These days I give two.”
“Why the upgrade?” I asked.
“Let the cash move, man,” he laughed. “That’s my way of 

supporting the economy.”
“So how do you spend your time these days?” I asked.
He turned his phone camera around. Two of his friends were 

sitting in the room watching a cricket match.
“We’re just chilling,” he said.
“What do you expect will happen next?” I asked.
He thought for a moment.
“This time will also pass,” he said calmly. “Maybe one day, 

instead of missiles, Iranian drones will start flying to Bahrain 
carrying Fesenjan and saffron rice — or perhaps some other 
delicious food.”I couldn’t control my laughter.

He started laughing too.
“Good night,” he said. “Sleep tight.”
As I pulled the blanket over my head, I heard another loud 

sound in the distance — perhaps the interception of yet another 
drone.

But instead of fear, I felt something else growing inside me: 
a quiet sense of comfort and confidence.

And in that moment, his words echoed again in my mind.
This time will also pass.

 (The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

All eyes on HormuzWar enters 13th day
Iran military says ships of US, Israel, allies in 
Hormuz strait ‘legitimate targets’
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s military on Wednesday 
said any ships belonging to 

the United States, Israel or their 

allies passing through the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz will be 
targeted.

“Any vessel whose oil cargo 
or the vessel itself belongs to 

the United States, the Zionist 
regime or their hostile allies 
will be considered legitimate 
targets,” said the military’s 
central operational command, 

Khatam Al-Anbiya, in a state-
ment carried by state TV.

It reiterated that Iran’s armed 
forces “will not allow a single li-
tre of oil to transit” through the 

strait, adding that the “closure 
of this strait is the result of con-
ditions imposed by the US and 
the Zionist regime,” referring 
to Israel.

Iran hits two commercial ships, one vessel on fire
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran fired on two commercial 
ships in the Gulf on Wednes-

day, setting at least one vessel 
on fire, as it pressed its cam-
paign against its energy-ex-
porting neighbours and forced 
world governments to dip into 
their strategic oil reserves.

As the conflict entered its 
13th day, Iran vowed to target 
"economic centres and banks" 
that it deems wwlinked to US 

and Israeli interests, and all 
eyes were on the Strait of Hor-
muz, the vital sea lane connect-
ing Gulf oil and gas export ter-
minals to the world economy.

Iran's Revolutionary Guard 
said it had struck the Liberi-
an-flagged container ship Ex-
press Rome and the Thai bulk 
carrier Mayuree Naree because 
they had entered the Strait of 
Hormuz "after ignoring the 
warnings of the IRGC naval 
forces".

Thailand's navy said the Ma-
yuree Naree was attacked while 
transiting the strait. Oman's 
navy rescued 20 crew mem-
bers, but efforts were under-
way to find three more. Pictures 
shared by the Thai navy showed 
black smoke pouring out of the 
vessel.

IRGC naval commander Al-
ireza Tangsiri said in a social 
media post that "any vessel in-
tending to pass must get per-
mission from Iran”.

IEA says members to release 
400 mn barrels from reserves
The International Energy 

Agency said Wednesday 
its member countries would 
unlock 400 million barrels 
of oil from their reserves to 
ease the impact of the Middle 
East war, the biggest such 
release ever.

“The oil market challenges 

we are facing are unprece-
dented in scale, therefore I 
am very glad that IEA mem-
ber countries have responded 
with an emergency collec-
tive action of unprecedented 
size,” IEA Executive Director 
Fatih Birol said.

About one-fifth of the 
world’s oil consumption 

passes through the Strait 
of Hormuz, making it the 

most important oil transit 
chokepoint in the world.

The strait con-
nects the Persian 

Gulf with the 
Gulf of Oman and 
the Arabian Sea.

It is bordered 
by Iran to the 

north and Oman 
and the United 
Arab Emirates 
to the south.

Around 17–20 million barrels 
of oil per day move through 
it on tankers. At its narrow-
est point, the strait is only 

about 33 km wide, with ship-
ping lanes even narrower.

Analysts say a prolonged closure of the strait, which also carries a third of the fertiliser for world food 
production, would have a devastating effect on the global economy, particularly in Asia and Europe.

16 mine-laying vessels destroyed

The Pentagon said US forc-
es had carried out strikes 

that destroyed 16 mine-lay-
ing vessels that could have 
been used to block the strait, 
but Iranian attacks with 
drones or missiles continued 
on Wednesday with at least 

three ships hit. “If for any 
reason mines were placed, 
and they are not removed 
forthwith, the military con-
sequences to Iran will be at 
a level never seen before,” 
US President Donald Trump 
posted on social media.

On shore, drones fell near Dubai airport, injuring four people, the city’s government said.

Ayatollah ‘safe and sound’
“I heard news that Mr Mo-

jtaba Khamenei had been 
injured. I have asked some 
friends who had connections. 

They told me that, thank 
God, he is safe and sound,” 
said Yousef Pezeshkian, son 
of Iran’s president, in a post.

Ukrainian anti-drone teams working in 
Qatar, UAE, Saudi: Kyiv
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian anti-drone ex-
perts have begun working 

in three Gulf states targeted 
by Iranian attacks, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
Wednesday.

Kyiv has sought to leverage 
its expertise in downing Rus-
sian drones to help the Gulf 
nations, which are being at-

tacked with the same Irani-
an-designed Shahed drones 
that Russia fires on Ukraine.

“Three of our teams have 
gone -- strong teams of ex-
perts, military personnel, 
engineers, different people. 
Today the military are already 
communicating and already 
working,” Zelensky told re-
porters, including journalists 
from AFP.

Saudi Arabia intercepted drones targeting the Shaybah field, crucial to its production, while 
explosions also rang out over Qatar. Saudi Arabia also said it intercepted seven ballistic 

missiles targeting its eastern region and the Prince Sultan Air Base, where an American service 
member was fatally wounded on March 1.

In the past few days, Saudi 
Aramco's sprawling Ras Ta-

nura facility, home to one of the 
Middle East's largest refiner-
ies, was targeted as well as the 
UAE's Ruwais refinery -- one of 

the largest in the world.
Iranian attacks already forced 

state-owned QatarEnergy, one 
of the world's largest produc-
ers of liquefied natural gas, to 
halt production last week and 

declare force majeure.
Energy producers in Kuwait 

made similar declarations, 
which are a warning that events 
beyond their control may lead 
them to miss export targets.

US has ’practically nothing left to target’ in Iran, Trump
There is “practically nothing left to target” and the war will end “soon,” Trump was quoted as 

saying in an interview with Axios. “Any time I want it to end, it will end.”

• Switzerland 
said Wednesday it 
was temporarily 
closing its embassy 
in Tehran due to 
the Middle East war 
but was maintaining 
its “open line” of 
communication 
between the United 
States and Iran.

• Drones struck 
fuel tanks at Oman’s 
Salalah port on 
Wednesday, state 
media reported, 
as Iran continues 
to target Gulf 
infrastructure 
in retaliation for 
US-Israeli attacks. 
“A security source 
reported that several 
drones were shot 
down, while others 
struck fuel tanks at 
the port of Salalah,” 
the Oman News 
Agency said, adding 
that no casualties 
were reported.

• Deloitte evacuates 
staff at Dubai office 
as Iran threatens 
US, Israel-linked 
economic targets

• PwC closes offices 
in Gulf countries this 
week as a ‘precaution’

Iran Guards 
warn of ‘war 
of attrition’ 
with US, Israel 
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards warned on 

Wednesday of a long 
“war of attrition”, as the 
conflict with the United 
States and Israel presses 
on.

“They (the enemies) 
must consider the pos-
sibility that they will be 
engaged in a long-term 
war of attrition that 
will destroy the entire 
A m e r i c a n  e c o n o my 
and the world econo-
my, and will cause all 
of its military capabili-
ties to be eroded to the 
point of destruction,” 
Ali Fadavi, advisor to 
the Guards’ Command-
er-in-Chief, told state  
television.

Military ground personnel transport Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) to a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer bomber on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west 
England

Iran’s new leader hurt in strike 
that killed his father: report
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Iran’s new supreme leader Mo-
jtaba Khamenei was injured 

in an air strike that killed his 
father at the start of the US and 
Israel’s attack on the country, the 
Iranian ambassador to Cyprus 
told The Guardian newspaper  
yesterday. 

“He was also there and he was 

injured in that bombardment but 
I haven’t seen that reflected in 
the foreign news,” ambassador 

Alireza Salarian told the Lon-
don-based newspaper.

“I have heard that he was 

injured in his legs and hand 
and arm...  I think he is in 
the hospital because he is  
injured.”

The daytime air strike on the 
first day of the war on February 
28 on a compound in Tehran 
killed his father, former supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, as well as his mother and  
wife.

smoke rising from the Thai bulk carrier ‘Mayuree Naree’ near the Strait of Hormuz after an attack

Soldiers of an Israeli artillery unit are deployed at a position in the upper 
Galilee in northern Israel near the Lebanon border

Macron urges G7 action to restore Hormuz strait navigation ’as soon as possible’

Drones hit 
Oman port

Drones struck fuel 
tanks at  Oman's 

Salalah port on Wednes-
day, state media report-
ed.

 Fuel queues

Tanker drivers in Pa-
kistan said they were 

facing long waits at de-
pots due to a shortage of 
fuel, as the government 
played down fears of an-
other rise in prices over 
the war.

UAE refinery 
The region's biggest sin-

gle-site oil refinery, at 
Ruwais in the United Arab 
Emirates, was closed as a 
precaution after a drone at-
tack on the industrial com-
plex that houses it caused a 
fire, a source familiar with 
the situation told AFP.

A driver working at the 
complex, who asked not to 
be named, told AFP they saw 
"bursts of fire rising from 
the complex, with loud 
sounds like explosions".

US military warns of possible strikes on 
Iran's civilian ports along Hormuz Strait

Targeting mistake led to US missile 
strike on Iranian school: report
Washington, United States

The United States was respon-
sible for a Tomahawk mis-

sile strike on an Iranian school 
because of a targeting mistake, 
The New York Times reported 
on Wednesday.

The newspaper, citing US offi-
cials, said the investigation into 
the February 28 strike was on-
going but preliminary findings 
were that the United States was 
responsible.

The US military was con-
ducting strikes on an adja-
cent Iranian base of which the 
school building was formerly 
a part and target coordinates 
were set using outdated data, it  
said.

President Donald Trump sug-
gested earlier this week that Iran 
itself may have been responsi-
ble but later said he could "live 
with" whatever the investigation 
reveals.

Iran has said the strike on the 
elementary school in the south-

ern city of Minab killed more 
than 150 people.

Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) sit next to a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer 
bomber (behind) on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west England

Iran’s armed forces 
threaten to target 
regional ports if its 
own attacked
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s armed forces threat-
ened on Wednesday to 

target regional ports if its 
own ports were attacked 
during the war with Israel 
and the United States.

“If our ports and docks 
are threatened, all ports and 
docks in the region will be 
our legitimate targets,” state 
television quoting an armed 
forces spokesman as saying, 
without naming him.

Residents receive aid from World 
Food Programme (WFP) at Al-Omada 
neighbourhood of Omdurman, the 
twin city of Khartoum. A pick-up truck 
carrying dozens of people to a funeral in 
Sudan’s southern Kordofan region was 
hit by a drone strike, killing 40, a medical 
source at the local hospital told AFP

“This time will 
also pass,” he said 

calmly. “Maybe 
one day, instead of 

missiles, Iranian 
drones will start 

flying to Bahrain 
carrying Fesenjan 
and saffron rice — 

or perhaps some 
other delicious 

food.”


