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Germany supports Bahrain sovereignty and security
TDT | Manama

Germany reaffirmed its sup-
port for Bahrain in the 

measures it takes to safeguard 
its sovereignty, ensure its se-
curity, and protect its national 
achievements.

This came as His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
received a telephone call from 
German President Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier yesterday.
During the call, President 

Steinmeier affirmed Germany’s 
solidarity with the Kingdom and 
condemned the Iranian attacks 
on its territory.

HM the King affirmed that the 
Kingdom will remain steadfast 
in its firm approach based on 
wisdom and moderation, and 
in promoting peace and coop-

eration with its Arab, regional, 
and international partners, in a 
manner that contributes to the 
region’s security and stability.

His Majesty also expressed his 
deep appreciation for Germany’s 
supportive stance, as well as his 
gratitude for the sincere feelings 
of solidarity expressed by Presi-
dent Steinmeier and the support 
he conveyed to the Kingdom.President SteinmeierHM the King

Blatant assaults
Iranian attacks on civilian sites violate Bahrain’s sovereignty and international law

• Committee renews 
condemnation of 
ongoing strikes 

TDT | Manama

The continued Iranian as-
saults targeting civilian 
sites across the Kingdom 

constitute a flagrant violation of 
Bahrain’s sovereignty, as well as 
international law and interna-
tional humanitarian law.

The Ministerial Committee 
for Development and Infra-
structure Projects emphasised 
this while renewing its con-
demnation of the strikes on res-
idential neighbourhoods, vital 
economic, oil and educational 
facilities, desalination plants, 
and other infrastructure.

The committee warned that 
these attacks pose a direct threat to 

the lives of citizens and residents 
and represent a dangerous escala-
tion that undermines regional and 
international security and stability.

Directive
During its meeting, the com-

mittee also thanked His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces, 

and Prime Minister, for ordering 
authorities to address damage to 
citizens’ homes following what 
it described as hostile Iranian 
attacks and to ensure the best 
possible medical services are 
provided to those injured.

Officials reviewed measures 
taken by relevant authorities to 
assess the extent of damage and 
begin implementation of repair 
efforts aimed at restoring stabil-

ity for affected Bahraini families.
The committee meeting, 

chaired by the Deputy Prime 
Minister, His Excellency Khalid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, also 

commended the efforts of mil-
itary, security and civilian per-
sonnel for their professional 
response to the recent devel-
opments.

H.E. the Deputy Prime Minister chairs the 295th Ministerial Committee meeting

“These attacks pose a direct threat to the 
lives of citizens and residents and represent a 

dangerous escalation that undermines regional 
and international security and stability.” 

- MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
STATEMENT

Iran must halt attacks on Gulf states: UN
AFP | United Nations

The UN Security Council yes-
terday passed a resolution 

calling for Iran to immediately 
halt its attacks on Gulf states, 
saying they breach international 
law and pose a “serious threat 
to international peace and se-
curity.”

The resolution, passed by 13 

votes with two abstentions, “de-
mands the immediate cessation 
of all attacks by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran against Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Jordan.”

It also “condemns any ac-
tions or threats by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran aimed at clos-
ing, obstructing, or otherwise 

interfering with international 
navigation through the Strait of 
Hormuz.”

Iran has struck Gulf states in 
retaliation to US-Israeli attacks 

that killed Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The Islamic republic has 
also fired on commercial ships 
passing through the Strait of 

Hormuz, a crucial sea passage 
for the global fuel trade, in a 
bid to inflict pain on the global 
economy.

Yesterday, Iran’s military 
vowed to launch more strikes 
against US and Israeli economic 
targets in the region, including 
banks, after overnight attacks 
hit an Iranian bank.

Since the start of the war, at 

At least 25 Iranian attacks have targeted US sites 
or locations housing US military personnel in the 

Middle East since the start of the war.

Solidarity for 
Kingdom amid 
Iranian attacks
TDT | Manama

More than 1,000 Bah-
raini families, com-

munity leaders, business 
figures, sports and cultur-
al clubs, and civil society 
organisations have issued 
statements reaffirming their 
solidarity with the royal 
leadership amid the Irani-
an attacks targeting Bahrain 
and other Gulf countries.

They emphasised their 
support for the Kingdom, 
national unity, and loyalty 
under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

This brings the total num-
ber of statements issued to 
13,500.

They also expressed con-
fidence in the measures 
taken by the government, 
led by His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
to confront the Iranian at-
tacks.

BDF intercepts 
108 missiles 
and 177 drones
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Defence 
Force (BDF) General 

Command announced that 
its air defence systems have 
continued to successfully 
intercept successive waves 
of the Iranian terrorist ag-
gression.

Since the onset of hostil-
ities, BDF forces have inter-
cepted and destroyed 108 
ballistic missiles and 177 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
directed at the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.

The BDF General Com-
mand commended the ex-
ceptional combat readiness 
and operational excellence 
demonstrated by its person-
nel throughout this period, 
and affirmed that Bahrain’s 
airspace remains protected.
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The Chairman of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Bahrain Chamber) is pleased to 
invite its registered members to elect the members of the Board of Directors for the 31st session in 
accordance with Article (53) of the bylaw of the Law of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry issued by Resolution No. (156) for the year 2013.
The election of the BCCI members of the Board of Directors for the 31st session will be by direct 
secret ballot undertaken under the supervision of the Election Commission and attended by 
representatives of official bodies and civil society institutions, on Saturday 28th March 2026 from 8:00 
in the morning until 22:00 in the evening at Exhibition World Bahrain in Sakhir. The Election 
Committee will declare the election result immediately after the completion of the counting process.
To exercise the voting right, the Chamber member must pay all their Chamber’s dues within a period 
not less than seven days prior to the date of election, in accordance with Article (14) of the Chamber’s 
Bylaw, taking into account the following:
1- The member in the election process is represented by the owner of the establishment or the legal 
representative for the chamber member company, and if they multiply, they shall delegate one of 
them to elect.
2- The member exercises the right to vote by himself, and the member may not delegate or authorize 
others.
3- Each member shall have a number of votes restricted by his capital in accordance with the 
Commercial Registration at the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and according to the voters’ list.
4- Each member has the right to elect any number of candidates for the membership of the Board of 
Directors, but not exceeding eighteen candidates, otherwise, his vote will be null and void.
5- Non-Voters and non-organizers shall not attend the Election Hall.
6- The member must present an identity document (Identity Card or Passport) of the individual 
establishment and the legal representative of the member companies when attending the election.
7- The ballot paper that a member signs or mark will not be considered.

For more information, or to see Decree law No. (48) for the year 2012 
concerning the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and industry and its 
implementing Bylaws, and the Voters’ List, please visit the Chamber’s website: 
www.bahrainchamber.bh.
Sameer Abdulla Nass
Chairman of Bahrain Chamber

Invitation to the members of the Ordinary General Assembly
of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry
to elect the Board for the 31st Session

Infant tragedy
Parents face trial over death of premature baby buried near workplace

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

A premature baby who 
prosecutors say was de-
nied medical care and 

later buried in a patch of ground 
near his parents’ workplace has 
become the centre of a criminal 
case now before Bahrain’s High 
Criminal Court.

Judges are expected to deliver 
a verdict on April 14 in the case 
involving an Asian couple ac-
cused of failing to protect their 
newborn child and concealing 
the infant’s death. 

Prosecutors allege that the 
35-year-old mother and 26-year-
old father did not seek medical 
help when the baby was born 
prematurely at roughly six to 
seven months of pregnancy — a 
stage at which specialists say 
survival would normally require 
intensive medical care.

Neglect
Authorities say that neglect 

ultimately led to the child’s 
death, though not intentionally. 

Also charged is a 39-year-old 
co-worker of the mother, ac-
cused of helping the parents 
bury the baby without notify-
ing authorities before any of-
ficial investigation could take  
place.

The woman and the mother 
also face separate charges of 
remaining in Bahrain illegally 
after failing to renew their resi-
dence permits. 

Defence lawyers asked the 
court to acquit all three defend-
ants. The mother did not attend 
the most recent hearing.

The case first came to light 
when a colleague who worked 
with the mother approached 
investigators.

Pregnant
The woman told police she 

had realised in mid-2025 that 
the mother was pregnant and 
later asked about the child.

In August, the mother report-
edly told the colleague she had 
delivered a healthy baby.

But when the colleague re-
turned in December carrying 
gifts for the child, she instead 
encountered the third defend-
ant, who informed her that the 
baby had died.

According to the witness’s ac-
count, the infant died two days 
after birth and had been buried 
in an open area near the work-
place.

Witness
The witness also told inves-

tigators that the mother had 
previously claimed the baby 
had been sent to her husband’s 
home country. 

A police captain from the 
Capital Governorate Police Di-
rectorate testified that authori-
ties received information indi-

cating a baby had been buried 
in the Adhari area.

Investigators later ques-
tioned the couple and several 
co-workers, eventually locating 
the burial site and exhuming the 
remains. 

Body
A forensic doctor who exam-

ined the body told the court the 
remains measured roughly 40 
centimetres and showed signs 
consistent with a foetus of six to 
seven months’ gestation.

The body had decomposed 
significantly, making it impos-
sible to determine the precise 
cause of death.

However, the umbilical cord 
had been cut and tied using 
non-medical thread, indicating 
that the birth likely occurred 
without medical supervision.

At that stage of development, 
the doctor said, a premature 
infant would normally require 
specialised treatment to survive.

The forensic doctor also said 
that, when the mother was ex-
amined by a specialist, it was 

found that her hymen was still 
intact and had been so for a long 
time, while there were also signs 
consistent with previous vaginal 
births, though their timing could 
not be fixed with certainty.

He added that there was 
nothing medically to rule out 
her having been pregnant at 
the time in question, and a 
separate forensic assessment 
placed the pregnancy at about 
six months to the start of the 
seventh month.

Role
During questioning by pros-

ecutors, the mother admitted 
her role and said the third de-
fendant assisted with the burial 
while the father searched for a 
suitable place.

The father acknowledged in-
volvement but claimed the two 
women carried out the burial 
themselves.

DNA testing later confirmed 
that the couple were the biolog-
ical parents of the foetus.

The court is scheduled to de-
liver its ruling on April 14.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

KNOW WHAT

The couple did not seek 
medical help when 
the baby was born 

prematurely at roughly 
six to seven months of 

pregnancy. That neglect 
ultimately led to the 

child’s death.

War and disaster losses 
‘excluded’ from Bahrain 
insurance cover: Lawyer
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

War damage and other 
large-scale losses are 
usually left outside 

standard insurance cover in 
Bahrain unless the policy says 
otherwise in plain terms, law-
yer Siddiqa Al Mawali said, urg-
ing people and firms to check 
the small print before relying 
on a claim.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, she said the starting point 
in Bahrain, as in much of the 
world, is simple: losses caused 
by war, political unrest and mil-
itary action are often excluded 
from cover.

“The general rule in the in-
surance sector, in Bahrain and 
in most countries, is that the 
risks of war, political unrest and 
military operations are treated 
as basic exclusions in insurance 
policies,” she said.

“This means insurance com-
panies are not bound to pay for 

damage caused by such events 
unless the policy states in clear 
terms that they are covered.”

She said many policyholders 

assume market oversight means 
insurers must meet every kind 
of claim. That is not how it 
works.

In her account, the first and 
last guide remains the contract 
itself.

“The insurance policy re-
mains the main reference in 
deciding the scope of cover 
and the duties shared between 
the insurer and the insured,” 
she said. “Regulatory oversight 
does not in itself mean that in-
surance companies must cover 
every kind of risk.”

Rules
In Bahrain, the sector falls 

under the Central Bank of Bah-
rain, which lays down rules 
meant to keep the market sound 
and to protect policyholders.

Those rules cover risk man-
agement and financial sol-
vency, with the aim of making 
sure insurers can meet claims 
that fall within the agreed  
cover.

“Careful reading 
of insurance 
documents is 

important for both 
individuals and 
firms, above all 

when war or other 
major disasters are 

in view.” 
— SIDDIQA AL MAWALI, LAWYER 

Driver stabbed, car stolen 
in alleged knife attack
Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

A routine evening for a pri-
vate driver waiting inside 

his parked vehicle turned 
violent last October when a 
man allegedly threatened him 
with a knife, stabbed him in 
the shoulder and drove away 
with his car, according to pros-
ecutors.

The case is now before Bah-
rain’s High Criminal Court, 
where a 26-year-old defend-
ant appeared this week and 
denied charges of robbery by 
coercion.

During the hearing, the de-
fendant told the court that 
he had gone out earlier with 
others and later fell asleep in 
the back seat of the vehicle, 
claiming he was heavily intox-
icated at the time of his arrest 
and had no recollection of the 
alleged attack.

The First High Criminal 
Court adjourned the case until 
March 17 to appoint a defence 

lawyer for the defendant.
Judges ordered that he re-

main in custody until the next 
hearing.

According to the Public 
Prosecution, the incident oc-
curred in October 2025, when 
the defendant allegedly ap-
proached a private driver wait-
ing inside a car parked near an 
exchange company.

Prosecutors say the suspect 
threatened the driver with a 
knife before stabbing him in 
the shoulder, forcing the vic-
tim to abandon the vehicle.

The attacker then allegedly 
drove away with the car.

The injured driver later re-
ported the incident to author-
ities and identified the defend-
ant as the person who carried 
out the assault. 

Investigators said the knife 
recovered from the suspect 
matched the weapon used in 
the attack.

Police later located the sto-
len vehicle in the defendant’s 
possession.

Fight ends with three-year 
jail term over nose bite
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A fight at a stable that left 
one man with part of his 

nose gone has ended with Bah-
rain’s top court upholding a 
three-year prison term for the 
other man.

The Court of Cassation 
backed the sentence after a 
clash between a 42-year-old 
and a 30-year-old turned into 
a brawl on the ground. The 
younger man was left with a 
lasting injury put at 10 per cent.

An earlier ruling by the High 
Criminal Court of Appeal had 
also upheld a BD50 fine for one 
man and a three-year jail term 
for the other.

The older defendant said 
the other man had gone for 
him more than once and had 
started the fight.

He told the court he did not 
mean to bite him, saying he 
was pinned down and only try-
ing to break free.

The case began when an 
Asian worker heard shouting 
and rushed over. He found 
the two men wrestling on the 
ground and tried to pull them 
apart.

By the end of it, the younger 
man was bleeding from the 
face. The older man then drove 
away from the stable, while the 
witness stayed behind to help 
stem the bleeding from the 
man’s nose.
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Rescue obstruction
Curious crowds making emergency operations more difficult for first responders

Hassan Barakat 
TDT | Manama

When an emergency un-
folds, flashing lights 
and sirens often draw 

crowds. But what begins as curi-
osity can quickly become an ob-
stacle for rescue teams working 
against the clock.

According to Col. Dr Osama 
Bahar of Bahrain’s Ministry of 
Interior, managing onlookers 
during emergencies has become 
one of the most difficult chal-
lenges for security personnel.

Unlike organised gatherings, 
curious crowds form quickly 
and without coordination.

Presence
People gather simply to see 

what has happened, yet their 
presence can unintentionally 
disrupt rescue operations.

Standing too close to the 
scene, slowing traffic, or park-
ing vehicles in the wrong places 
can block access routes needed 
by ambulances, Civil Defence 
units, and other emergency re-
sponders rushing to save lives.

“In rescue operations, seconds 
matter,” Bahar said, noting that 
even noise from bystanders can 

interfere with the work of res-
cue teams.

Sound
Emergency personnel often 

rely on sound to detect victims 
trapped under rubble or be-
hind collapsed structures, he 
explained.

The issue became visible dur-

ing a recent incident in which 
one of the hostile Iranian drones 
fell in Bahrain.

A witness at the scene told 
The Daily Tribune that many 
people gathered near the site 
shortly after the incident.

According to the witness, 

some individuals even drove 
into the area to get a closer look, 
while others stood nearby film-
ing or taking photographs.

Authorities have repeatedly 
warned about the dangers of 
filming and sharing videos dur-
ing security incidents. Officials 

say the issue extends beyond 
immediate safety concerns.

The Daily Tribune has re-
ceived complaints from resi-
dents who reported suspected 
phone hacking after filming or 
storing footage related to such 
incidents.

According to these com-
plaints, some individuals re-
ceived suspicious links that lat-
er compromised their phones, 
allowing photos and videos to 
be extracted from their devices.

So far, the identity of the par-
ties responsible for these al-
leged phone breaches remains 
unclear.

Way
Colonel Bahar said the most 

effective way for citizens and 
residents to assist during emer-
gencies is simple: stay away 
from rescue areas, avoid stop-
ping near incident sites and 
keep roads clear for emergency 
vehicles.

Helping, he added, does not 
always mean moving closer.

Sometimes the most respon-
sible action a person can take 
is to step back and allow rescue 
teams the space they need to 
save lives.

Aftermath of a recent Iranian drone attack in the Kingdom

“Stay away from 
rescue areas, avoid 

stopping near 
incident sites and 

keep roads clear for 
emergency vehicles.” 

— COL. DR OSAMA BAHAR

Verdict set in 
driver crash case

• Appeal court to 
rule on 27 April

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A court of appeal will rule 
on 27 April on the case 

of a 38-year-old Asian driver 
convicted over a crash on 
Al Mahzoura Avenue that 
killed a 26-year-old Arab 
woman and hurt her young 
son.

The lower court jailed 
him for one year and or-
dered his deportation after 
he serves the term.

Prosecutors  sa id  he 
caused the crash through 
negligence, leading to the 
woman’s death, injuries to 
the child, and damage to 
property. 

Care
They said he drove with-

out due care and in a way 
that put people on the road 
in danger.

The crash happened at 
about 3.05am on Sunday, 30 
November.

The driver told a traffic 
policeman he was travelling 
west along Al Mahzoura 
Avenue at between 60 and 
70km/h in the left lane.

He said there was no car 
ahead of him in any lane, a 
vehicle was behind him in 
the right lane, and nothing 
blocked his view.

‘Digital reach is better’, says Council for Environment
Supreme Council for Environment backs litter boards

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Boards saying glass can sit 
in the wild for 4,000 years 

have won backing from the en-
vironment council, but it says 
people are more likely to take 
note through their phones than 
from signs on a wall.

The Supreme Council for 
Environment said it had no 
objection to a plan for aware-
ness boards showing how long 
common rubbish takes to break 
down, though it added that new-
er media would reach a far big-
ger share of the public.

In a written reply, Amna Ham-
ad Al Rumaihi, chief executive of 
the council, said teaching people 
about the harm caused by every-

day waste was part of pushing 
for more careful spending and 
less rubbish.

Harm
She said the council saw val-

ue in making people aware of 

“the impact of waste resulting 
from consumption, wheth-
er organic, plastic or other-
wise”, with the aim of cutting 
the amount thrown away and 
easing the harm done to the  
environment.

But while she backed the idea 
in principle, she made clear that 
screens would beat signboards 
for reach.

The council, she said, “has no 
objection” to placing awareness 
boards at waste collection and 

sorting sites, yet believes “the 
use of modern media would be 
more effective, as it would reach 
larger sections and groups with-
in society”.

Her reply followed talks at the 
Capital Trustees Board, which 

had looked at a recommenda-
tion from its Services and Public 
Utilities Committee on putting 
up signs to show how long litter 
stays in nature.

The plan was pitched as part 
of a drive to strengthen care for 
the environment and the look of 
the capital.

Mohammed Al Abbas, the 
board member behind the idea, 
said the aim was to keep pub-
lic spaces free of rubbish, keep 
clean areas looking as they 
should, draw people to the coast 
for leisure, and shield wildlife 
from waste that animals can 
swallow or get trapped in.

He also said it would help cut 
pollution caused by rubbish be-
ing thrown carelessly into public 
places and the sea.

“Teaching people 
about the harm 

caused by everyday 
waste is part of 

pushing for more 
careful spending and 

less rubbish.” 
— AMNA HAMAD AL RUMAIHI, COUNCIL 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

“The aim is to keep 
public spaces free of 
rubbish, keep clean 

areas looking as they 
should, and draw 

people to the coast 
for leisure.” 

— MOHAMMED AL ABBAS, COUNCIL 
BOARD MEMBER

Threat to property and civilian safety

• Capital Municipal 
Council condemns 
Iranian attacks

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

The Capital Municipal Coun-
cil strongly condemned the 

recent Iranian attacks target-
ing the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
describing them as acts that 
threatened residential areas 
and endangered the safety of 
citizens and residents during 
the holy month of Ramadan.

In a statement issued by the 
council, members expressed 
their firm support for the lead-

ership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
affirmed their confidence in the 
measures taken by the govern-
ment under the leadership of 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, to confront the aggression 
and protect the Kingdom.

The council said the attacks 
extended into residential areas 
within the Capital Governorate, 
affecting communities in Juf-
fair, Manama, Sitra and Seef, 
where the incidents resulted in 
fatalities, injuries and damage 
to private properties.

Solidarity
Members of the council also 

praised the field visits carried 

out by HRH Prince Salman, 
alongside ministers and the 
Governor of the Capital Gov-
ernorate, highlighting their 
directives to strengthen the 
readiness of state institutions, 
ensure the continuity of essen-
tial services and safeguard sta-
bility across the Kingdom.

The council further wel-
comed the directive issued by 
His Royal Highness that the 
government will cover the costs 
of repairing homes damaged 
by the attacks, describing the 
decision as an important step 
to support affected families and 
restore normal life.

The statement hailed the 
Bahrain Defence Force for its 
readiness and efficiency in con-
fronting the attacks. 

Works complaints make up 
most Isa Town and Tubli cases
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Road works made up most 
of the 295 requests, com-

plaints and proposals logged 
for Isa Town, Tubli and Jurdab 
between January 2024 and De-
cember 2025, figures reviewed 
by the Capital Trustees Board 
yesterday show.

Of the cases sent to the Minis-
try of Works, 67 were for pave-
ment and road maintenance, 10 
dealt with water pooling and 
nine concerned the building or 
upkeep of speed humps.

Other requests covered sew-
erage, barriers, traffic and di-

rection signs, reflective mir-
rors, red paving bricks, parking 
spaces, iron fencing and access 
openings. Residents and citi-
zens accounted for the biggest 
share of cases, submitting 170.

The national suggestions and 

complaints system, Tawasul, ac-
counted for 63, while MPs for 
the Capital Governorate sent 43.

A further 12 came from field 
visits, four from board members 
and three from a civil society 
body.

Capital Trustees Board meeting in progress



Majalis Al-Noor: 
A village united 
by Holy Quran

Ghadeer Alkumaish
TDT | Manama

In the heart of Nabih Saleh, 
Ramadan isn’t just about 

fasting; it’s about a special tra-
dition that has lit up the village 
for the past 15 years.

Known as “Majalis Al-Noor” 
(The Councils of Light), this 
gathering has grown from a 
small local dream into a be-
loved landmark that everyone 
looks forward to as soon as the 
crescent moon appears.

It all started back in 2011.
One of village residents had 

a simple but beautiful idea: 
why not bring the whole is-
land together for a collective 
Quranic recitation during the 
holy month?

He took his vision to the 

Imam Ali (as) Center for Is-
lamic Education and Culture, 
and they didn’t hesitate for a 
second. By 2012, the dream 
became a reality at Al-Hirz 
Ma’atam.

The beginning wasn’t easy. 
The first year was quiet, and 
the turnout wasn’t exactly 
what the organizers had hoped 
for. But instead of giving up, 
the team at the Center decided 
to aim higher.

They believed that the peo-
ple of Nabih Saleh deserved 
something truly special.

Partnering with the “Iqra” 
Association for  Quranic 
Sciences, they completely 
transformed the program.

They brought in some of 
the finest reciters from across 
Bahrain.
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MPs approve higher 
unsafe homes grant

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A call to raise support for 
repairing unsafe homes 
to BD20,000 was ap-

proved by Parliament after MPs 
heard that the current grant no 
longer covers repair costs for 
many low-income families.

The proposal, put forward 
by MP Mohammed Mousa, 
concerns the home restoration 
scheme run by the Ministry of 
Municipalities Affairs and Ag-
riculture.

It calls for the private sector 
to help fund the increase, lift-
ing the grant from BD10,000 to 
BD20,000 for those who qualify.

Mousa told the chamber the 
scheme had been running for 
more than 15 years, but rising 
building material prices and high-
er contractor charges had left the 
current amount too low to cover 
the repair of damaged homes.

He said the aim was to bring 
in private-sector funding so the 
grant could be doubled and fam-
ilies could better meet the real 
cost of repairs.

Scheme
The scheme is for citizens 

earning less than BD600 a month 
and is meant to improve living 
conditions in older homes that 

pose health and structural risks.
MPs heard that many families 

now struggle to carry out repairs 
properly because the grant falls 
short of the real cost.

In its reply, the Ministry of 
Municipalities Affairs and Agri-
culture said it had no objection 
to moving ahead, so long as there 

was community backing and 
private-sector support through 
coordination with the Capital 
Trustees Board and municipal 
councils.

Support
The ministry said it continues 

to support the Cities and Villag-

es Development Project as one 
of the schemes aimed at meeting 
the needs of Bahraini families.

It said the project, running 
since 2006, had helped repair 
more than 3,000 homes and pro-
vided rain insulation for more 
than 8,000 homes across the 
kingdom in cooperation with 

municipal councils.
The ministry added that it 

would use all available resourc-
es to carry out the work in line 
with approved plans and hoped-
for aims.

Proposal
The Bahrain Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry said it 
had earlier received a proposal 
on private-sector support for 
work linked to traditional mar-
kets and Manama Souq, and had 
written to the Bahrain Associa-
tion of Banks, which responded 
positively.

Chamber representatives sug-
gested linking the two proposals 
to draw on that experience, and 
called for a specialist body to be 
formed to shape the plan, follow 
it up, oversee it and assess its 
performance.

According to the explanatory 
memorandum, the unsafe homes 
restoration scheme is one of the 
government’s main housing sup-
port programmes for families on 
limited incomes.

Inflation
But higher inflation and a 

sharp rise in building costs have 
left the current grant short of the 
amount now needed for proper 
repairs.

The proposed increase is 
meant to help families carry out 
restoration works properly, im-
prove the state of ageing houses, 
strengthen cooperation between 
the public and private sectors 
in social development projects, 
and cut the health and structur-
al risks faced by those living in 
such homes.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

“The aim is to bring 
in private-sector 

funding so the grant 
could be doubled and 
families could better 
meet the real cost of 

repairs.”
—  MP MOHAMMED MOUSA

295 requests highlight 
residents’ daily concerns
• Seventh District

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

A total of 295 requests, com-
plaints and proposals re-

flecting residents’ everyday 
concerns in the Seventh Dis-
trict were reviewed during the 
Capital Municipal session, with 
community voices forming the 
largest share of cases presented 
to the council.

According to the figures 
discussed, 170 requests were 
submitted directly by citizens 
and residents, while 63 were 
received through the Nation-

al Suggestions and Complaints 
System (Tawasul).

Another 43 requests were for-
warded by MPs representing 
the Capital Governorate, along-
side 12 issues identified through 
field visits, four submitted by 
council members, and three by 
civil society organisations.

Services
A large portion of the requests 

was related to services over-
seen by the Ministry of Works, 
which accounted for 155 cases 
addressing infrastructure and 
public facility concerns across 
the district.

Among the most common re-
quests were 67 cases related 
to road and pavement mainte-

nance, reflecting residents’ calls 
for smoother and safer streets.

Humps
Another nine requests con-

cerned the construction or 
maintenance of speed humps, 
while five cases involved street 
posts or barriers.

Drainage issues were also 
raised, with 10 complaints related 
to water accumulation and eight 
cases linked to sewage systems.

Other requests included four 
cases concerning red brick 
pavement maintenance, four 
requests to open road access 
points, two parking-related is-
sues, two requests for installing 
reflective mirrors, and two traf-
fic guidance signs.

KNOW WHAT

Additional individual 
cases included install-
ing an iron fence and 

removing concrete bar-
riers, reflecting specific 
safety concerns raised 

by residents.

Land reclassification in Al Kharijiyah approved
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Urban planning decisions of-
ten begin with maps, codes 

and technical terms, yet their 
true meaning is felt most clearly 
in the daily lives of residents.

During the Capital Municipal 

session, members approved a 
proposal to reclassify a property 
in the Al Kharijiyah area, a step 
aimed at improving services and 
organisation within the neigh-
bourhood.

The decision concerned a 
property with a total area of 
approximately 501.7 square me-

tres.
The land had previously been 

classified as RHB, a connected 
residential classification, but 
the council endorsed a recom-
mendation to change its desig-
nation to PIC, a category used 
for public infrastructure and 
service corridors.

While the discussion involved 
planning terminology and reg-
ulatory classifications, the ob-
jective behind the decision was 
practical. 

Reclassifying the land allows 
it to be used for service access 
and major infrastructure sup-
port.

Majalis Al-Noor in full spirit
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Due to the exceptional circumstance, The Chairman of the Board of Directors of National Hotels 
Company B.S.C. wishes to notify our valued shareholders of an update regarding the Ordinary 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) scheduled for Thursday, 26th March 2026, at 10:00 AM. 
Therefore, the shareholders can participate via remote access using the virtual communication 
technology “Zoom” rather than at the previously announced physical venue. 

Accordingly, All other agenda items remain unchanged.

Important notes to the shareholders: 
• Any shareholder whose name is registered in the Company’s Shareholders’ Register on the 

date of the meeting is entitled to attend in person or to authorize (in writing) any person to 
attend and vote on his behalf, provided that the authorized person is an individual other than 
the Chairman, member of the Board of Directors, or company employee.

• Shareholders should send their request to attend the meeting along with a copy of their 
identity card or a clear copy of their passport or their representative’s, as well as the proxy 
card to info@nhcbahrain.com at least 24 hours before the date of the meeting in order to 
verify the identity of the attendee.

• In case the shareholder is an institutional shareholder, the representative attending the 
meeting must  submit  a letter of authorization from the institutional shareholder, signed 
by an authorized signatory of the company. The proxy must be sealed by the institutional 
shareholder’s stamp. 

• After receiving all documents, an electronic link through the virtual communication 
technology “Zoom” will be provided before the aforementioned meeting to enable the 
attendee to take the necessary steps to virtually attend the meeting.

• The proxy card must be deposited at least 24 hrs prior to the date of the scheduled meeting 
at KFin Technology W.L.L(Bahrain) Address (Office 74,7th Floor - Zamil Tower) P.O. Box 
514 Manama - Kingdom of Bahrain. The proxy card may be delivered by hand, mail, fax - 
17212055, or email Bahrain.helpdesk@Kfintech.com, and must be delivered before the end 
of the specified time.

• It is worth noting that the proxy card presented after the deadline is considered invalid for 
the purpose of the meeting.

• You can get the financial statements for the year ended on 31st December 2025 and the 
proxy card through the company website at www.nhcbahrain.com or the Bahrain Bourse 
website at www.bahrainbourse.com. 

• For any inquiries, please contact the department of Public & Investor Relations at 17530838 
- 17530839.

        Faisal Ahmed Al Zayani
                     Chairman

Update to the Invitation to Attend the 
Annual General Meeting

IEA says members to release 
400 mn barrels from oil reserves

Stocks will be made available to the market over a timeframe

• Japan would 
release reserves as 
early as Monday

• The strait normally 
carries about 20% 
of the world’s oil 
and gas supplies

•  Middle East is now 
pumping less oil -- 
around six percent less 

AFP | Paris, France

The International Energy 
Agency said Wednesday 
its member countries 

would unlock 400 million bar-
rels of oil from their reserves to 
ease the impact of the Middle 
East war, the biggest such re-
lease ever.

“The oil market challenges 
we are facing are unprecedent-

ed in scale, therefore I am very 
glad that IEA member countries 
have responded with an emer-
gency collective action of un-
precedented size,” IEA Executive 
Director Fatih Birol said.

The IEA-coordinated release 
exceeded the 182 million barrels 
of oil that member countries 
of the Paris-based global ener-
gy body released in 2022 when 
Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
invaded Ukraine.

“The emergency stocks will 
be made available to the market 
over a timeframe that is appro-
priate to the national circum-
stances of each member country 
and will be supplemented by 
additional emergency measures 
by some countries,” the IEA said.

The announcement came as 
leaders of the Group of Seven 
advanced economies discussed 
the widespread economic fallout 
from the US-Israeli war with 
Iran, now into its second week, 
at a video conference meeting 
chaired by French President 

Emmanuel Macron.
Earlier Wednesday, Japan -- 

whose strategic oil reserves are 
among the world’s largest -- and 
Germany said they would tap 
into their oil reserves.

Prime Minister Sanae Taka-
ichi said Japan would release re-
serves as early as Monday, while 
Germany’s Economy and Energy 
Minister Katherina Reiche said 
her country planned to do the 
same, without specifying a date.

“Without waiting for a formal 
decision on coordinated inter-
national stock releases with the 
IEA, Japan has decided to take 
the lead in easing supply and de-
mand in the international energy 
market by releasing strategic re-
serves as early as the 16th of this 
month,” Takaichi told reporters.

“Given Japan’s exceptionally 
high dependence on the Middle 
East (for oil) and as we will be 
severely impacted, we plan to 
utilise Japan’s strategic petrole-
um reserves,” she said.

Reiche said a total of 2.4 mil-

lion tons would be released.

‘Perfect time’
The crude market has been 

hit by wild volatility since the 
United States and Israel began 
striking Iran at the end of last 
month, with Tehran retaliating 
by attacking targets across the 
oil-rich Gulf and effec-
tively shutting down 
the Strait of Hor-
muz.

The strait nor-
mally carries about 
20 percent of the 
world’s oil and gas 
supplies.

US Inte -
rior Sec-
r e t a r y 
D o u g 
B u r -
g u m 
s a i d 
t h e 
tran-
s i t 

problem was “temporary.”
“What we have here is not a 

shortage of energy in the world. 
We’ve got a transit problem,” 
he said.

A French official said earlier 
G7 members wanted to move in 
lockstep.

“There is no oil shortage to-
day, but a price problem, so the 

idea is more to send a signal 
to the markets, and for that 
signal to be strong, it is better 
if it is coordinated,” he said.

‘Pumping less oil’
Ipek Ozkardeskaya,  a 

s e n i o r  a n a l y s t  a t 
trading platform 

S w i s s q u o t e 
Bank, said 400 
million barrels 
would still be 
a  “ m e a g r e ” 

amount compared with the 
roughly 45 million barrels that 
IEA countries consume every 
day.

“It would therefore be a tem-
porary fix,” she said, adding the 
announcement helped keep oil 
prices in check on Wednesday.

“The Middle East is now 
pumping less oil -- around six 
percent less -- in reaction to the 
Iran war.”

Countries around the world 
have been left scrambling in re-
sponse to the oil price spikes.

Bangladesh has deployed the 
army to guard oil depots, India 
has imposed tighter controls 
over natural and cooking gas 
and French officials conducted 
inspections at petrol stations 
and fined those found to be in-
flating prices.

The 32 members of the IEA 
hold over 1.2 billion barrels of 
public emergency oil stocks, 
with a further 600 million bar-
rels of industry stocks held un-
der government mandates.

Strategic oil reserves are a crisis cushion
Paris, France

Strategic oil reserves act as a 
cushion in case of econom-

ic shocks or disruptions. Here 
is an explainer on how and 
why they came about.

Why store oil?
Oil powers cars, boats and 

planes. Covering around one 
third of global energy needs, 
oil is also the primary re-
source making up a raft of 
plastic-based daily items.

That makes it essential to 
the economy and oil also plays 
a crucial role in times of con-
flict, as Yves Jegourel, co-di-
rector of the CyclOpe think 
tank, pointed out in January.

Sufficient supplies of oil, 
along with other raw materials 
such as aluminium, are neces-
sary for conducting a war.

Countries, especially those 
which do not produce oil, usu-
ally build up a reserve supply 
in the event of geopolitical 
upheaval or supply chain dis-
ruption.

What role for the 
IEA?

The role of the IEA, 
set up in 1974 follow-
ing the first oil shock 
of 1973, is to ensure 
the secure supply of 
energy.

Around 30 coun-
tries are members, 
including Australia, 
Austria ,  Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, 
France, Germany, It-
aly, Japan, Mexico, 
New Zealand and the 
United States.

Each member has 
“an obligation to hold 
oil stocks equivalent 
to at least 90 days of 
net oil imports,” that 

can be mobilised if a crisis 
arises.

That “may include stocks 
held exclusively for emergen-
cy situations as well as stocks 
held for commercial purpos-
es,” be they crude oil or refined 
products, according to the IEA.

The aim is to “mitigate the 
negative economic impacts” 
of shortages or disruptions to 
supply.

Precedents
The IEA must agree on col-

lective action once it has as-
sessed the disruption and cur-
rent market conditions.

It has acted on five occa-
sions: in the run-up to the Gulf 
War in 1991, after hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita in 2005, dur-
ing the Libyan civil war in 2011 
and twice since Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022.

The price of a barrel of 
crude of US benchmark West 
Texas Intermediate raced 
first past $100 and then $110 
in recent days, before slipping  
back.

How much in  current 
stocks?

The global oil market has 
been in surplus since the be-
ginning of 2025, according to 
the IEA.

Global stocks last year 
topped 8.2 billion barrels, 
providing a “significant safety 
cushion against potential dis-
ruptions,” it said.

T h e  p l a n e t  c o n s u m e s 
around 100 million barrels of 
oil daily.IEA members hold 
more than 1.2 billion barrels 
of public emergency stocks, 
the organisation says, as well 
as some 600 million additional 
barrels of stocks which gov-
ernments oblige the industry 
to hold.

What of non-members?
In Asia, which relies more 

heavily upon Middle Eastern 
oil imports, the situation may 
be more concerning.

According to Bloomberg, 
China asked key refiners in 
early March to suspend their 
exports of diesel and gasoline.

A huge consumer 
of oil, particularly 
from the Middle 
East, China has ac-
cumulated signifi-
cant crude reserves 
of around 1.2 billion 
barrels over recent 
years, according to 
intelligence analy-
sis from Kpler.

This amounts to 
“around 115 days of 
its crude oil imports 
by sea”. 

Another large-
scale consumer, In-
dia, has obtained a 
US waiver to buy 30 
days of Russian oil 
supplies normally 
subject to interna-
tional sanctions.

International 
Energy Agency 
(IEA) Executive 
Director Fatih 
Birol
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War transforms 
Saudi oil pipeline 
into economic lifeline

• The 750-mile 
network of pipes 
connects two waterways 
crucial for global 
commerce -- the Gulf 
in the east and the 
Red Sea to the west

• According to 
Bianco, the Petroline 
carried roughly one 
million barrels a day 
before the war

AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Faced with an unprece-
dented crisis in shipping 
its oil to clients overseas, 

Saudi Arabia is moving rap-
idly to activate a decades-old 
contingency plan -- pumping 
millions of gallons across vast 
tracts of desert to reach tankers 
on the Red Sea.

With the vital Strait of Hor-
muz all but closed, the region’s 
petroleum-exporting monar-
chies are facing a potentially 
disastrous situation as Iran 
targets energy installations, 
storage capacity fills and pro-
duction is throttled due to the 
shipping paralysis caused by 
the Middle East war.

To help manage the fiasco, 
Saudi Arabia is ramping up the 
use of the Petroline, its east-
west pipeline bisecting the 
kingdom, Saudi state energy 
giant Aramco said during an 
earnings call this week.

“While we have faced disrup-
tions in the past, this one by far 
is the biggest crisis the region’s 
oil and gas industry has faced,” 
Aramco CEO and president 
Amin H. Nasser said, warning 
of “catastrophic consequences 
for the world’s oil markets the 
longer the disruption goes on”.

The CEO said the company 
was working hard to increase 
flows to the Petroline in the 
coming days, with the infra-
structure’s capacity reported to 

be an estimated seven million 
barrels a day.

The 750-mile network of 
pipes connects two waterways 
crucial for global commerce -- 
the Gulf in the east and the Red 
Sea to the west.

“This will not ‘fix’ the Strait 
of Hormuz problem,” warned 
Jim Bianco, president and 
founder of Bianco Research, in 
a note posted on X.

According to Bianco, the 
Petroline carried roughly one 
million barrels a day before the 
war -- meaning just six million 
more can be added.

That total is a fraction of the 
roughly 21 million barrels of oil 
that passed through the Gulf 
before the war.

‘No Plan’
The situation the Gulf finds 

itself in was unthinkable just 
weeks ago.

Despite the presence of an 
archipelago of US military bas-
es dotting the region, Iran was 
able to effectively close the 
Strait of Hormuz and cause 
widespread disruptions in just 
a matter of days.

With a mix of missile strikes 
and drone barrages, Iran has 
wreaked havoc on the Gulf’s en-
ergy production and commer-
cial aviation -- two economic 
cornerstones -- all while weath-
ering punishing bombing raids 
by the US and Israel.

In a line stretching from Ku-
wait City to Abu Dhabi, Iran has 
methodically knocked major 
refineries offline and forced Qa-
tar to shutter LNG installations 
that provide roughly a fifth of 
the world’s liquified natural gas.

The stranglehold only ap-
pears to be deepening, with the 
US appearing to acknowledge 
this week that Iran has begun 
mining the Strait of Hormuz -- 
a chokepoint where around 20 

percent of global energy passes.
“Strait of Hormuz will ei-

ther be a Strait of peace and 
prosperity for all or will be a 
Strait of defeat and suffering for 
warmongers,” Iran’s national 
security chief Ali Larijani wrote 
in posts in multiple languages 
Tuesday on X.

Murmurs from Washington 
have suggested that no immedi-
ate solution to the strait’s issues 
is coming soon.

“On the Strait of Hormuz, 
they had NO PLAN,” Democratic 
US Senator Chris Murphy wrote 
on social media after a classi-
fied briefing this week.

“I can’t go into more detail 
about how Iran gums up the 
Strait, but suffice it [to] say, 
right now, they don’t know 
how to get it safely back open. 
Which is unforgivable, because 
this part of the disaster was 
100% foreseeable.”

Back in the Saudi Arabia, the 
plan to bypass the Strait of Hor-
muz is not without risks.

Finished in the 1980s when 
the Gulf was rattled by the 
Iran-Iraq war, the Petroline 
was constructed as a strategic 
contingency to get around any 
blockage of the Strait.

But the conduit transfers oil 
to export terminals on the Red 
Sea coast, which lies squarely 
in the Houthi rebels’ crosshairs.

For nearly two years, the 
Iran-backed Houthis in Yem-
en held the Red Sea hostage 
and halted much of maritime 
traffic there using similar tac-
tics to those now being em-
braced by their sponsors in  
Tehran.

The Houthis have yet to en-
ter the war, but their decision 
could be significant.

“How soon before Iran/Hou-
this hit the alternate export ter-
minals and pipelines,” analyst 
Michael Knights mused on X.

Representative picture
“While we have faced disruptions in the past, 

this one by far is the biggest crisis the region’s 
oil and gas industry has faced,” Aramco CEO 

and president Amin H. Nasser said, warning of 
“catastrophic consequences for the world’s oil 

markets the longer the disruption goes on”.

Companies evacuate 
Dubai financial district
AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

US group Citi, consultancies 
Deloitte and PwC and oth-

er firms in Dubai have closed 
offices or asked employees to 
evacuate Wednesday after Iran 
threatened US and Israel-linked 
economic assets in the Middle 
East.

The evacuations at the heart 
of the Middle East's financial 
hub come as the Gulf but es-
pecially the UAE has borne the 
brunt of Iran's attacks in re-
sponse to US-Israeli strikes.

Iran's military threatened on 
Wednesday to attack US and 
Israeli economic targets in the 
region, including banks, after 
overnight attacks reportedly hit 
an Iranian bank.

Employees were asked to 
evacuate Citi offices in the 
Dubai International Finan-
cial Centre (DIFC) and in 
Oud Metha, a source with 
knowledge of the evacuations  
told AFP.

British consulting group PwC 
will close offices in Saudi Ara-
bia, Qatar, the UAE and Kuwait 
for the remainder of the week as 
a "precaution", a second source 
with knowledge told AFP.

Deloitte, another British con-
sultancy, told its staff to vacate 
their DIFC offices on Wednes-
day afternoon, a third source 
with knowledge told AFP.

Employees at two other com-

panies in DIFC told AFP their 
offices had been evacuated as a 
precaution.

They all spoke on condition 
of anonymity given the sensi-
tivity of the matter.

Iran's central operational 
command, Khatam Al-Anbiya, 
said "the enemy has given us 
free rein to target economic 
centres and banks belonging 
to the United States and the 
Zionist regime".

It urged people across the 
region to refrain from going 
within one kilometre (half a 
mile) of banks.

Tehran has targeted US assets 
in the Gulf but also civilian in-
frastructure including airports, 
ports, hotels and landmarks.

Iran has targeted Gulf ener-
gy infrastructure and choked 

shipping in the strait -- which 
normally carries nearly 20 per-
cent of global oil production 
-- prompting wild swings in 
prices.

“Two drones fell in the vicin-
ity of Dubai International Air-
port a short while ago, resulting 
in minor injuries to two Ghana-
ian nationals and one Bangla-
deshi national, and moderate 
injuries to one Indian national,” 
the Dubai Media Office said.

“Air traffic is operating as 
normal.”

UAE presidential advisor 
Anwar Gargash said Iran “is 
lying when they claim to be 
targeting US bases in the Gulf” 
and slammed the attacks on 
“civilian infrastructure... with 
no regard for civilians and in-
nocent people”.

Agents work on computers in the crisis unit room of the Crisis and Support 
Center (CDCS) of the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs at the Quai 
d'Orsay in Paris
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Members of the United Nations Security Council listen as Ambassador Danny 
Danon, Permanent Representative of Israel to the UN, speaks during a 
meeting on the conflicts in Iran at the United Nations headquarters in New 
York City. The Security Council is holding meetings on the ongoing conflict in 
Iran that has escalated with Israel attacking Hezbollah targets in Lebanon. 
The Council will also be voting on draft resolutions that call for an immediate 
end to all strikes and threats against neighboring states, including through 
proxies, the first since Israel and the U.S. launched airstrikes on Iran.

KNOW WHAT

U - T U R N  W I T H  U K

P. UNNIKRISHNAN

Let the cash move 

“Hey man, what’s up?”
“All good. What about you?”
“Not bad… going as usual,” I replied.

“So what’s happening?” I asked my friend casually.
“Just trying to finish some work — and making sure not to be 

part of the rumour mills!” he laughed.
“Still staying at the same place?” I asked curiously.
“Yes, of course.”
“You mean the apart-

ment on the ninth floor?”
“Yes,” he said.
There was a brief pause 

before he added quite 
calmly:

“Life is becoming more 
colourful these days. 
From my window, I can 
occasionally see a few 
missiles heading some-
where in the distance.”

“Isn’t that scary?” I 
asked.

“Not really,” he replied. 
“I know Bahrain is try-
ing its best to protect us. 
I have faith in the system.”

The answer came so 
naturally that it caught 
me slightly off guard.

“What about food?” I 
asked, shifting the con-
versation to something 
more practical.

“Talabat is active,” he 
said with a laugh. “The 
delivery boys are right on 
time. No worries.”

“Any plans to travel back home?” I asked.
“What for?” he laughed again. “Our highways back home are 

more dangerous than these missiles.”
His humour was disarming.
“So when do you think this war will end?” 
“Honestly, I don’t bother about that,” he said.
I found myself quietly admiring his perspective. Just then, 

he paused.
“Hold on a second,” he said.
The doorbell rang. It was the food delivery.
A minute later, he returned to the call, smiling.
“You know,” he said, “I usually give the delivery guy one dinar 

as a tip. These days I give two.”
“Why the upgrade?” I asked.
“Let the cash move, man,” he laughed. “That’s my way of 

supporting the economy.”
“So how do you spend your time these days?” I asked.
He turned his phone camera around. Two of his friends were 

sitting in the room watching a cricket match.
“We’re just chilling,” he said.
“What do you expect will happen next?” I asked.
He thought for a moment.
“This time will also pass,” he said calmly. “Maybe one day, 

instead of missiles, Iranian drones will start flying to Bahrain 
carrying Fesenjan and saffron rice — or perhaps some other 
delicious food.”I couldn’t control my laughter.

He started laughing too.
“Good night,” he said. “Sleep tight.”
As I pulled the blanket over my head, I heard another loud 

sound in the distance — perhaps the interception of yet another 
drone.

But instead of fear, I felt something else growing inside me: 
a quiet sense of comfort and confidence.

And in that moment, his words echoed again in my mind.
This time will also pass.

 (The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

All eyes on HormuzWar enters 13th day
Iran military says ships of US, Israel, allies in 
Hormuz strait ‘legitimate targets’
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s military on Wednesday 
said any ships belonging to 

the United States, Israel or their 

allies passing through the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz will be 
targeted.

“Any vessel whose oil cargo 
or the vessel itself belongs to 

the United States, the Zionist 
regime or their hostile allies 
will be considered legitimate 
targets,” said the military’s 
central operational command, 

Khatam Al-Anbiya, in a state-
ment carried by state TV.

It reiterated that Iran’s armed 
forces “will not allow a single li-
tre of oil to transit” through the 

strait, adding that the “closure 
of this strait is the result of con-
ditions imposed by the US and 
the Zionist regime,” referring 
to Israel.

Iran hits two commercial ships, one vessel on fire
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran fired on two commercial 
ships in the Gulf on Wednes-

day, setting at least one vessel 
on fire, as it pressed its cam-
paign against its energy-ex-
porting neighbours and forced 
world governments to dip into 
their strategic oil reserves.

As the conflict entered its 
13th day, Iran vowed to target 
"economic centres and banks" 
that it deems wwlinked to US 

and Israeli interests, and all 
eyes were on the Strait of Hor-
muz, the vital sea lane connect-
ing Gulf oil and gas export ter-
minals to the world economy.

Iran's Revolutionary Guard 
said it had struck the Liberi-
an-flagged container ship Ex-
press Rome and the Thai bulk 
carrier Mayuree Naree because 
they had entered the Strait of 
Hormuz "after ignoring the 
warnings of the IRGC naval 
forces".

Thailand's navy said the Ma-
yuree Naree was attacked while 
transiting the strait. Oman's 
navy rescued 20 crew mem-
bers, but efforts were under-
way to find three more. Pictures 
shared by the Thai navy showed 
black smoke pouring out of the 
vessel.

IRGC naval commander Al-
ireza Tangsiri said in a social 
media post that "any vessel in-
tending to pass must get per-
mission from Iran”.

IEA says members to release 
400 mn barrels from reserves
The International Energy 

Agency said Wednesday 
its member countries would 
unlock 400 million barrels 
of oil from their reserves to 
ease the impact of the Middle 
East war, the biggest such 
release ever.

“The oil market challenges 

we are facing are unprece-
dented in scale, therefore I 
am very glad that IEA mem-
ber countries have responded 
with an emergency collec-
tive action of unprecedented 
size,” IEA Executive Director 
Fatih Birol said.

About one-fifth of the 
world’s oil consumption 

passes through the Strait 
of Hormuz, making it the 

most important oil transit 
chokepoint in the world.

The strait con-
nects the Persian 

Gulf with the 
Gulf of Oman and 
the Arabian Sea.

It is bordered 
by Iran to the 

north and Oman 
and the United 
Arab Emirates 
to the south.

Around 17–20 million barrels 
of oil per day move through 
it on tankers. At its narrow-
est point, the strait is only 

about 33 km wide, with ship-
ping lanes even narrower.

Analysts say a prolonged closure of the strait, which also carries a third of the fertiliser for world food 
production, would have a devastating effect on the global economy, particularly in Asia and Europe.

16 mine-laying vessels destroyed

The Pentagon said US forc-
es had carried out strikes 

that destroyed 16 mine-lay-
ing vessels that could have 
been used to block the strait, 
but Iranian attacks with 
drones or missiles continued 
on Wednesday with at least 

three ships hit. “If for any 
reason mines were placed, 
and they are not removed 
forthwith, the military con-
sequences to Iran will be at 
a level never seen before,” 
US President Donald Trump 
posted on social media.

On shore, drones fell near Dubai airport, injuring four people, the city’s government said.

Ayatollah ‘safe and sound’
“I heard news that Mr Mo-

jtaba Khamenei had been 
injured. I have asked some 
friends who had connections. 

They told me that, thank 
God, he is safe and sound,” 
said Yousef Pezeshkian, son 
of Iran’s president, in a post.

Ukrainian anti-drone teams working in 
Qatar, UAE, Saudi: Kyiv
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian anti-drone ex-
perts have begun working 

in three Gulf states targeted 
by Iranian attacks, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
Wednesday.

Kyiv has sought to leverage 
its expertise in downing Rus-
sian drones to help the Gulf 
nations, which are being at-

tacked with the same Irani-
an-designed Shahed drones 
that Russia fires on Ukraine.

“Three of our teams have 
gone -- strong teams of ex-
perts, military personnel, 
engineers, different people. 
Today the military are already 
communicating and already 
working,” Zelensky told re-
porters, including journalists 
from AFP.

Saudi Arabia intercepted drones targeting the Shaybah field, crucial to its production, while 
explosions also rang out over Qatar. Saudi Arabia also said it intercepted seven ballistic 

missiles targeting its eastern region and the Prince Sultan Air Base, where an American service 
member was fatally wounded on March 1.

In the past few days, Saudi 
Aramco's sprawling Ras Ta-

nura facility, home to one of the 
Middle East's largest refiner-
ies, was targeted as well as the 
UAE's Ruwais refinery -- one of 

the largest in the world.
Iranian attacks already forced 

state-owned QatarEnergy, one 
of the world's largest produc-
ers of liquefied natural gas, to 
halt production last week and 

declare force majeure.
Energy producers in Kuwait 

made similar declarations, 
which are a warning that events 
beyond their control may lead 
them to miss export targets.

US has ’practically nothing left to target’ in Iran, Trump
There is “practically nothing left to target” and the war will end “soon,” Trump was quoted as 

saying in an interview with Axios. “Any time I want it to end, it will end.”

• Switzerland 
said Wednesday it 
was temporarily 
closing its embassy 
in Tehran due to 
the Middle East war 
but was maintaining 
its “open line” of 
communication 
between the United 
States and Iran.

• Drones struck 
fuel tanks at Oman’s 
Salalah port on 
Wednesday, state 
media reported, 
as Iran continues 
to target Gulf 
infrastructure 
in retaliation for 
US-Israeli attacks. 
“A security source 
reported that several 
drones were shot 
down, while others 
struck fuel tanks at 
the port of Salalah,” 
the Oman News 
Agency said, adding 
that no casualties 
were reported.

• Deloitte evacuates 
staff at Dubai office 
as Iran threatens 
US, Israel-linked 
economic targets

• PwC closes offices 
in Gulf countries this 
week as a ‘precaution’

Iran Guards 
warn of ‘war 
of attrition’ 
with US, Israel 
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards warned on 

Wednesday of a long 
“war of attrition”, as the 
conflict with the United 
States and Israel presses 
on.

“They (the enemies) 
must consider the pos-
sibility that they will be 
engaged in a long-term 
war of attrition that 
will destroy the entire 
A m e r i c a n  e c o n o my 
and the world econo-
my, and will cause all 
of its military capabili-
ties to be eroded to the 
point of destruction,” 
Ali Fadavi, advisor to 
the Guards’ Command-
er-in-Chief, told state  
television.

Military ground personnel transport Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) to a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer bomber on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west 
England

Iran’s new leader hurt in strike 
that killed his father: report
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Iran’s new supreme leader Mo-
jtaba Khamenei was injured 

in an air strike that killed his 
father at the start of the US and 
Israel’s attack on the country, the 
Iranian ambassador to Cyprus 
told The Guardian newspaper  
yesterday. 

“He was also there and he was 

injured in that bombardment but 
I haven’t seen that reflected in 
the foreign news,” ambassador 

Alireza Salarian told the Lon-
don-based newspaper.

“I have heard that he was 

injured in his legs and hand 
and arm...  I think he is in 
the hospital because he is  
injured.”

The daytime air strike on the 
first day of the war on February 
28 on a compound in Tehran 
killed his father, former supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, as well as his mother and  
wife.

smoke rising from the Thai bulk carrier ‘Mayuree Naree’ near the Strait of Hormuz after an attack

Soldiers of an Israeli artillery unit are deployed at a position in the upper 
Galilee in northern Israel near the Lebanon border

Macron urges G7 action to restore Hormuz strait navigation ’as soon as possible’

Drones hit 
Oman port

Drones struck fuel 
tanks at  Oman's 

Salalah port on Wednes-
day, state media report-
ed.

 Fuel queues

Tanker drivers in Pa-
kistan said they were 

facing long waits at de-
pots due to a shortage of 
fuel, as the government 
played down fears of an-
other rise in prices over 
the war.

UAE refinery 
The region's biggest sin-

gle-site oil refinery, at 
Ruwais in the United Arab 
Emirates, was closed as a 
precaution after a drone at-
tack on the industrial com-
plex that houses it caused a 
fire, a source familiar with 
the situation told AFP.

A driver working at the 
complex, who asked not to 
be named, told AFP they saw 
"bursts of fire rising from 
the complex, with loud 
sounds like explosions".

US military warns of possible strikes on 
Iran's civilian ports along Hormuz Strait

Targeting mistake led to US missile 
strike on Iranian school: report
Washington, United States

The United States was respon-
sible for a Tomahawk mis-

sile strike on an Iranian school 
because of a targeting mistake, 
The New York Times reported 
on Wednesday.

The newspaper, citing US offi-
cials, said the investigation into 
the February 28 strike was on-
going but preliminary findings 
were that the United States was 
responsible.

The US military was con-
ducting strikes on an adja-
cent Iranian base of which the 
school building was formerly 
a part and target coordinates 
were set using outdated data, it  
said.

President Donald Trump sug-
gested earlier this week that Iran 
itself may have been responsi-
ble but later said he could "live 
with" whatever the investigation 
reveals.

Iran has said the strike on the 
elementary school in the south-

ern city of Minab killed more 
than 150 people.

Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) sit next to a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer 
bomber (behind) on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west England

Iran’s armed forces 
threaten to target 
regional ports if its 
own attacked
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s armed forces threat-
ened on Wednesday to 

target regional ports if its 
own ports were attacked 
during the war with Israel 
and the United States.

“If our ports and docks 
are threatened, all ports and 
docks in the region will be 
our legitimate targets,” state 
television quoting an armed 
forces spokesman as saying, 
without naming him.

Residents receive aid from World 
Food Programme (WFP) at Al-Omada 
neighbourhood of Omdurman, the 
twin city of Khartoum. A pick-up truck 
carrying dozens of people to a funeral in 
Sudan’s southern Kordofan region was 
hit by a drone strike, killing 40, a medical 
source at the local hospital told AFP

“This time will 
also pass,” he said 

calmly. “Maybe 
one day, instead of 

missiles, Iranian 
drones will start 

flying to Bahrain 
carrying Fesenjan 
and saffron rice — 

or perhaps some 
other delicious 

food.”
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Members of the United Nations Security Council listen as Ambassador Danny 
Danon, Permanent Representative of Israel to the UN, speaks during a 
meeting on the conflicts in Iran at the United Nations headquarters in New 
York City. The Security Council is holding meetings on the ongoing conflict in 
Iran that has escalated with Israel attacking Hezbollah targets in Lebanon. 
The Council will also be voting on draft resolutions that call for an immediate 
end to all strikes and threats against neighboring states, including through 
proxies, the first since Israel and the U.S. launched airstrikes on Iran.

KNOW WHAT

U - T U R N  W I T H  U K

P. UNNIKRISHNAN

Let the cash move 

“Hey man, what’s up?”
“All good. What about you?”
“Not bad… going as usual,” I replied.

“So what’s happening?” I asked my friend casually.
“Just trying to finish some work — and making sure not to be 

part of the rumour mills!” he laughed.
“Still staying at the same place?” I asked curiously.
“Yes, of course.”
“You mean the apart-

ment on the ninth floor?”
“Yes,” he said.
There was a brief pause 

before he added quite 
calmly:

“Life is becoming more 
colourful these days. 
From my window, I can 
occasionally see a few 
missiles heading some-
where in the distance.”

“Isn’t that scary?” I 
asked.

“Not really,” he replied. 
“I know Bahrain is try-
ing its best to protect us. 
I have faith in the system.”

The answer came so 
naturally that it caught 
me slightly off guard.

“What about food?” I 
asked, shifting the con-
versation to something 
more practical.

“Talabat is active,” he 
said with a laugh. “The 
delivery boys are right on 
time. No worries.”

“Any plans to travel back home?” I asked.
“What for?” he laughed again. “Our highways back home are 

more dangerous than these missiles.”
His humour was disarming.
“So when do you think this war will end?” 
“Honestly, I don’t bother about that,” he said.
I found myself quietly admiring his perspective. Just then, 

he paused.
“Hold on a second,” he said.
The doorbell rang. It was the food delivery.
A minute later, he returned to the call, smiling.
“You know,” he said, “I usually give the delivery guy one dinar 

as a tip. These days I give two.”
“Why the upgrade?” I asked.
“Let the cash move, man,” he laughed. “That’s my way of 

supporting the economy.”
“So how do you spend your time these days?” I asked.
He turned his phone camera around. Two of his friends were 

sitting in the room watching a cricket match.
“We’re just chilling,” he said.
“What do you expect will happen next?” I asked.
He thought for a moment.
“This time will also pass,” he said calmly. “Maybe one day, 

instead of missiles, Iranian drones will start flying to Bahrain 
carrying Fesenjan and saffron rice — or perhaps some other 
delicious food.”I couldn’t control my laughter.

He started laughing too.
“Good night,” he said. “Sleep tight.”
As I pulled the blanket over my head, I heard another loud 

sound in the distance — perhaps the interception of yet another 
drone.

But instead of fear, I felt something else growing inside me: 
a quiet sense of comfort and confidence.

And in that moment, his words echoed again in my mind.
This time will also pass.

 (The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

All eyes on HormuzWar enters 13th day
Iran military says ships of US, Israel, allies in 
Hormuz strait ‘legitimate targets’
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s military on Wednesday 
said any ships belonging to 

the United States, Israel or their 

allies passing through the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz will be 
targeted.

“Any vessel whose oil cargo 
or the vessel itself belongs to 

the United States, the Zionist 
regime or their hostile allies 
will be considered legitimate 
targets,” said the military’s 
central operational command, 

Khatam Al-Anbiya, in a state-
ment carried by state TV.

It reiterated that Iran’s armed 
forces “will not allow a single li-
tre of oil to transit” through the 

strait, adding that the “closure 
of this strait is the result of con-
ditions imposed by the US and 
the Zionist regime,” referring 
to Israel.

Iran hits two commercial ships, one vessel on fire
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran fired on two commercial 
ships in the Gulf on Wednes-

day, setting at least one vessel 
on fire, as it pressed its cam-
paign against its energy-ex-
porting neighbours and forced 
world governments to dip into 
their strategic oil reserves.

As the conflict entered its 
13th day, Iran vowed to target 
"economic centres and banks" 
that it deems wwlinked to US 

and Israeli interests, and all 
eyes were on the Strait of Hor-
muz, the vital sea lane connect-
ing Gulf oil and gas export ter-
minals to the world economy.

Iran's Revolutionary Guard 
said it had struck the Liberi-
an-flagged container ship Ex-
press Rome and the Thai bulk 
carrier Mayuree Naree because 
they had entered the Strait of 
Hormuz "after ignoring the 
warnings of the IRGC naval 
forces".

Thailand's navy said the Ma-
yuree Naree was attacked while 
transiting the strait. Oman's 
navy rescued 20 crew mem-
bers, but efforts were under-
way to find three more. Pictures 
shared by the Thai navy showed 
black smoke pouring out of the 
vessel.

IRGC naval commander Al-
ireza Tangsiri said in a social 
media post that "any vessel in-
tending to pass must get per-
mission from Iran”.

IEA says members to release 
400 mn barrels from reserves
The International Energy 

Agency said Wednesday 
its member countries would 
unlock 400 million barrels 
of oil from their reserves to 
ease the impact of the Middle 
East war, the biggest such 
release ever.

“The oil market challenges 

we are facing are unprece-
dented in scale, therefore I 
am very glad that IEA mem-
ber countries have responded 
with an emergency collec-
tive action of unprecedented 
size,” IEA Executive Director 
Fatih Birol said.

About one-fifth of the 
world’s oil consumption 

passes through the Strait 
of Hormuz, making it the 

most important oil transit 
chokepoint in the world.

The strait con-
nects the Persian 

Gulf with the 
Gulf of Oman and 
the Arabian Sea.

It is bordered 
by Iran to the 

north and Oman 
and the United 
Arab Emirates 
to the south.

Around 17–20 million barrels 
of oil per day move through 
it on tankers. At its narrow-
est point, the strait is only 

about 33 km wide, with ship-
ping lanes even narrower.

Analysts say a prolonged closure of the strait, which also carries a third of the fertiliser for world food 
production, would have a devastating effect on the global economy, particularly in Asia and Europe.

16 mine-laying vessels destroyed

The Pentagon said US forc-
es had carried out strikes 

that destroyed 16 mine-lay-
ing vessels that could have 
been used to block the strait, 
but Iranian attacks with 
drones or missiles continued 
on Wednesday with at least 

three ships hit. “If for any 
reason mines were placed, 
and they are not removed 
forthwith, the military con-
sequences to Iran will be at 
a level never seen before,” 
US President Donald Trump 
posted on social media.

On shore, drones fell near Dubai airport, injuring four people, the city’s government said.

Ayatollah ‘safe and sound’
“I heard news that Mr Mo-

jtaba Khamenei had been 
injured. I have asked some 
friends who had connections. 

They told me that, thank 
God, he is safe and sound,” 
said Yousef Pezeshkian, son 
of Iran’s president, in a post.

Ukrainian anti-drone teams working in 
Qatar, UAE, Saudi: Kyiv
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian anti-drone ex-
perts have begun working 

in three Gulf states targeted 
by Iranian attacks, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
Wednesday.

Kyiv has sought to leverage 
its expertise in downing Rus-
sian drones to help the Gulf 
nations, which are being at-

tacked with the same Irani-
an-designed Shahed drones 
that Russia fires on Ukraine.

“Three of our teams have 
gone -- strong teams of ex-
perts, military personnel, 
engineers, different people. 
Today the military are already 
communicating and already 
working,” Zelensky told re-
porters, including journalists 
from AFP.

Saudi Arabia intercepted drones targeting the Shaybah field, crucial to its production, while 
explosions also rang out over Qatar. Saudi Arabia also said it intercepted seven ballistic 

missiles targeting its eastern region and the Prince Sultan Air Base, where an American service 
member was fatally wounded on March 1.

In the past few days, Saudi 
Aramco's sprawling Ras Ta-

nura facility, home to one of the 
Middle East's largest refiner-
ies, was targeted as well as the 
UAE's Ruwais refinery -- one of 

the largest in the world.
Iranian attacks already forced 

state-owned QatarEnergy, one 
of the world's largest produc-
ers of liquefied natural gas, to 
halt production last week and 

declare force majeure.
Energy producers in Kuwait 

made similar declarations, 
which are a warning that events 
beyond their control may lead 
them to miss export targets.

US has ’practically nothing left to target’ in Iran, Trump
There is “practically nothing left to target” and the war will end “soon,” Trump was quoted as 

saying in an interview with Axios. “Any time I want it to end, it will end.”

• Switzerland 
said Wednesday it 
was temporarily 
closing its embassy 
in Tehran due to 
the Middle East war 
but was maintaining 
its “open line” of 
communication 
between the United 
States and Iran.

• Drones struck 
fuel tanks at Oman’s 
Salalah port on 
Wednesday, state 
media reported, 
as Iran continues 
to target Gulf 
infrastructure 
in retaliation for 
US-Israeli attacks. 
“A security source 
reported that several 
drones were shot 
down, while others 
struck fuel tanks at 
the port of Salalah,” 
the Oman News 
Agency said, adding 
that no casualties 
were reported.

• Deloitte evacuates 
staff at Dubai office 
as Iran threatens 
US, Israel-linked 
economic targets

• PwC closes offices 
in Gulf countries this 
week as a ‘precaution’

Iran Guards 
warn of ‘war 
of attrition’ 
with US, Israel 
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards warned on 

Wednesday of a long 
“war of attrition”, as the 
conflict with the United 
States and Israel presses 
on.

“They (the enemies) 
must consider the pos-
sibility that they will be 
engaged in a long-term 
war of attrition that 
will destroy the entire 
A m e r i c a n  e c o n o my 
and the world econo-
my, and will cause all 
of its military capabili-
ties to be eroded to the 
point of destruction,” 
Ali Fadavi, advisor to 
the Guards’ Command-
er-in-Chief, told state  
television.

Military ground personnel transport Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) to a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer bomber on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west 
England

Iran’s new leader hurt in strike 
that killed his father: report
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Iran’s new supreme leader Mo-
jtaba Khamenei was injured 

in an air strike that killed his 
father at the start of the US and 
Israel’s attack on the country, the 
Iranian ambassador to Cyprus 
told The Guardian newspaper  
yesterday. 

“He was also there and he was 

injured in that bombardment but 
I haven’t seen that reflected in 
the foreign news,” ambassador 

Alireza Salarian told the Lon-
don-based newspaper.

“I have heard that he was 

injured in his legs and hand 
and arm...  I think he is in 
the hospital because he is  
injured.”

The daytime air strike on the 
first day of the war on February 
28 on a compound in Tehran 
killed his father, former supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, as well as his mother and  
wife.

smoke rising from the Thai bulk carrier ‘Mayuree Naree’ near the Strait of Hormuz after an attack

Soldiers of an Israeli artillery unit are deployed at a position in the upper 
Galilee in northern Israel near the Lebanon border

Macron urges G7 action to restore Hormuz strait navigation ’as soon as possible’

Drones hit 
Oman port

Drones struck fuel 
tanks at  Oman's 

Salalah port on Wednes-
day, state media report-
ed.

 Fuel queues

Tanker drivers in Pa-
kistan said they were 

facing long waits at de-
pots due to a shortage of 
fuel, as the government 
played down fears of an-
other rise in prices over 
the war.

UAE refinery 
The region's biggest sin-

gle-site oil refinery, at 
Ruwais in the United Arab 
Emirates, was closed as a 
precaution after a drone at-
tack on the industrial com-
plex that houses it caused a 
fire, a source familiar with 
the situation told AFP.

A driver working at the 
complex, who asked not to 
be named, told AFP they saw 
"bursts of fire rising from 
the complex, with loud 
sounds like explosions".

US military warns of possible strikes on 
Iran's civilian ports along Hormuz Strait

Targeting mistake led to US missile 
strike on Iranian school: report
Washington, United States

The United States was respon-
sible for a Tomahawk mis-

sile strike on an Iranian school 
because of a targeting mistake, 
The New York Times reported 
on Wednesday.

The newspaper, citing US offi-
cials, said the investigation into 
the February 28 strike was on-
going but preliminary findings 
were that the United States was 
responsible.

The US military was con-
ducting strikes on an adja-
cent Iranian base of which the 
school building was formerly 
a part and target coordinates 
were set using outdated data, it  
said.

President Donald Trump sug-
gested earlier this week that Iran 
itself may have been responsi-
ble but later said he could "live 
with" whatever the investigation 
reveals.

Iran has said the strike on the 
elementary school in the south-

ern city of Minab killed more 
than 150 people.

Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) sit next to a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer 
bomber (behind) on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west England

Iran’s armed forces 
threaten to target 
regional ports if its 
own attacked
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s armed forces threat-
ened on Wednesday to 

target regional ports if its 
own ports were attacked 
during the war with Israel 
and the United States.

“If our ports and docks 
are threatened, all ports and 
docks in the region will be 
our legitimate targets,” state 
television quoting an armed 
forces spokesman as saying, 
without naming him.

Residents receive aid from World 
Food Programme (WFP) at Al-Omada 
neighbourhood of Omdurman, the 
twin city of Khartoum. A pick-up truck 
carrying dozens of people to a funeral in 
Sudan’s southern Kordofan region was 
hit by a drone strike, killing 40, a medical 
source at the local hospital told AFP

“This time will 
also pass,” he said 

calmly. “Maybe 
one day, instead of 

missiles, Iranian 
drones will start 

flying to Bahrain 
carrying Fesenjan 
and saffron rice — 

or perhaps some 
other delicious 

food.”
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Russia says internet outages to 
last as long as ‘necessary’
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Mobile internet outages in 
Russia will last as long as 

“necessary” to ensure citizens’ 
safety, the Kremlin said yester-
day, after network disruptions 
were recorded in Moscow and 
other Russian cities.

It is the latest in a string of 
curbs imposed by the Rus-
sian authorities on internet 
access, after Moscow ordered 
restrictions on messaging apps 
WhatsApp, owned by US social 
media giant Meta, and Tele-
gram.

Russia cited the need to 
combat criminal activity and 
has been pushing state-backed 
Russian rival Max instead. But 
Kremlin critics say it is an at-
tempt to bolster surveillance 
online.

When asked at a daily brief-
ing about how long the outages 
will last, Kremlin spokesman 

Dmitry Peskov said “as long as 
additional measures are neces-
sary to ensure the safety of our 
citizens.”

He also accused Ukraine 
of using “increasingly so-
phisticated attack methods” 
and said that “more techno-
logically advanced counter-
measures are needed” to repel  
them.

Russian security servic-
es have frequently claimed 
that Ukraine was using Tel-
egram to recruit people or 
commit acts of sabotage in  
Russia.

The outages have “got-
ten worse lately”, Nikolay, a 
20-year-old student who re-
fused to give his full name, told 
AFP in Moscow, adding that 
“using the internet has become 
less convenient”.

“I have problems with mes-
saging apps, I can’t contact my 
loved ones,” he said.

Under Iran fire, UAE president 
writes poem to nation’s defenders

The musical tribute is titled ‘Men, by God, Truly Men’
AFP | Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates

The UAE President wrote 
a patriotic poem that 
was performed by the 

national orchestra, state me-
dia said yesterday,  as his 
country faced the attacks un-
leashed by Iran after US-Israeli  
strikes.

“The UAE National Orchestra 
has released a special musical 
tribute, titled ‘Men, by God, 
Truly Men’, featuring the poem 
‘Rijal Wallah Rijal’ written by 
President His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
honouring those who dedicate 
themselves to protecting the 
nation,” WAM said.

WAM shared a video of the 
performance, which kicked 
off with a recent interview in 
which Sheikh Mohamed said 
the UAE had “thick skin and bit-
ter flesh. We are no easy prey”.

Men dressed in dark kandu-
ras, the traditional dress for men 
in the Gulf, and white head-
dresses, then went on to sing, 
accompanied by an orchestra 
that included foreigners as well 
as women.

The footage was inter-
spersed with shots of fighter  
jets.

“We call the honourable, the 
brave. The Sons of Zayed an-
swer the call. Theirs is victory, 
no matter the cost,” one of the 
verses says, referring to Sheikh 
Mohamed’s father and founder 

of the nation.
Since Iran’s attacks began on 

February 28, the UAE has seen 
262 ballistic missiles and rough-
ly 1,500 drones target its territo-
ry -- more than all of the other 
nations that have faced Iranian 
attacks combined.

Most have been intercepted.
A total of six people were 

killed, mostly civilians, but also 
two Emirati troops who died 
when a helicopter malfunc-
tioned.

The UAE has sought to reas-
sure its population, roughly 90 

percent of whom are foreigners, 
that the country is safe and able 
to defend itself.

Last weekend, in an interview 
with Abu Dhabi TV, Sheikh Mo-
hamed said the UAE will emerge 
“stronger” after the Middle East 
war.

UN urges ‘humanitarian exemptions’ to 
get aid through Strait of Hormuz
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations aid 
chief warned yesterday 

that the Middle East war 
was impacting aid routes 
and urged “exemptions” so 
humanitarian supplies could 
get through.

The war in the Middle 
East has effectively closed 
the Strait of Hormuz, while 
fuel supply disruptions are 
sending freight rates soaring.

UN aid chief Tom Fletcher 
warned that the escalating 
war and the impact on the 
strait was having “a direct 
impact on our humanitarian 
supplies, including going to 
areas of key need in sub-Sa-
haran Africa”.

“I’m worried that further 
escalation will damage other 
supply routes,” he told re-
porters in Geneva, warning 

that this was happening as 
the war “drives up the pric-
es and... drives more people 
into greater need”.

“So we’re appealing to all 
the parties to try and secure 
those routes, including the 
Strait of Hormuz for our hu-
manitarian traffic... so we can 
reach anyone, anywhere, on 
the basis of greatest need, 
and not on the basis of pol-
itics.” “We’re living through 
a moment right now of grave 
peril,” Fletcher said.

“We’re seeing these cri-
ses escalate rapidly and 
increasingly collide in dan-
gerous ways,” he said, call-
ing for “calmer heads to  
prevail”.

The last two weeks of 
fighting are further confir-
mation that “we’re living in 
a time of brutality, impunity 
and indifference”, he said. 

Spain without ambassador to 
Israel in new blow to ties
AFP | Madrid, Spain

Spain has formally dismissed 
its ambassador to Israel, 

further degrading poor rela-
tions after recalling her six 
months ago in a spat over the 
Gaza war, according to a de-
cree released yesterday.

Ana Maria Salomon was of-
ficially relieved of her duties 
on Tuesday at the proposal of 
Foreign Minister Jose Manuel 
Albares, in a decree signed by 
King Felipe VI and published 
in the official state journal.

She was recalled from 
Tel Aviv in September after 
Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez unveiled meas-
ures aimed at stopping what 
he called “genocide” in Gaza, 

where Israel fought a devas-
tating war following the 2023 
attacks by Palestinian militant 
group Hamas.

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar then accused 
Sanchez of antisemitism and 
barred two of his ministers 
from entry, plunging already 
frayed ties to new depths.

Israel withdrew its ambas-
sador to Madrid in 2024 after 
Spain’s recognition of Pales-
tinian statehood and has since 
been represented by a charge 
d’affaires.

Sanchez, one of the most 
vocal critics of Israel’s war 
in Gaza, has also opposed the 
US-Israeli military campaign 
against Iran launched on Feb-
ruary 28.

UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan meeting with Vice President and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Rashid al-Maktoum at al-Marmoom in the gulf emirate of Dubai

“The UAE National Orchestra has released a special musical tribute, titled 
‘Men, by God, Truly Men’, featuring the poem ‘Rijal Wallah Rijal’ written by 
President His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, honouring 

those who dedicate themselves to protecting the nation,” WAM said.

Lebanon says war toll rises to 634 dead, more than 800,000 displaced

Three brothers arrested over US 
embassy blast in Oslo: police
AFP | Oslo, Norway

Norwegian police said yes-
terday that three brothers 

had been arrested on suspicion 
of a "terrorist bombing" over a 
weekend explosion at the US 
embassy in Oslo.

Police prosecutor Christian 
Hatlo told a press confer-
ence the brothers, who were 

Norwegian citizens of Iraqi 
origin, had been arrested in  
Oslo.

"We are still working from 
several hypotheses. One of 
them is whether this is an or-
der from a government entity" 
because of the target, Hatlo 
said. He added that police 
were not ruling out further 
arrests.

Oil prices jump despite strategic reserve release
• Tehran has retaliated 
to US and Israeli attacks 
that began on February 
28 by attacking targets 
across the oil-rich Gul

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A record release of oil from 
strategic reserves by IEA 

nations failed to ease concerns 
about the impact from the Mid-
dle East war, with crude pric-
es pushing further higher and 
stocks sliding yesterday. 

The move to release oil stocks 
came as Iran said it was ready 
for a long war of attrition that 
would "destroy" the world econ-
omy, after firing on two com-
mercial ships and threatening 
any vessels from the US or its 
allies.

The International Energy 
Agency announced its mem-
ber countries would unlock 400 
million barrels of oil from their 
reserves to ease the impact from 
a lack of supplies transiting 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

Tehran has retaliated to US 
and Israeli attacks that began 
on February 28 by attacking 
targets across the oil-rich Gulf 
and effectively shutting down 
the crucial Strait of Hormuz, 
through which nearly 20% of 
the world's oil usually transits 
to world markets.

Despite the IEA announce-

ment oil prices added to gains.
While it may be a record re-

serves release, it still only re-
places part of the lost supplies, 
noted analyst Helge Andre Mar-
tinsen at DNB Carnegie.

He estimated that releases 
from strategic reserves could 
total 1.75 million barrels per day, 
while lost supply is approxi-
mately 11 million barrels per 
day of crude and around four 
million barrels per day of oil 
products.

"Hence, it will help, but it 
won't make a massive difference 
for the very short-term global 
oil balance," he said.

Equity markets were not 

reassured either. Wall Street 
was mostly lower in afternoon 
trading and European markets 
closed in the red.

"With the IEA's record oil re-
serves release unable to push 
prices lower today, this is keep-
ing risk appetite downbeat, with 
stock markets struggling and 
currencies of oil importing re-
gions lower," said Forex.com 
analyst Fawad Razaqzada

Oil volatility
Fears that the conflict could 

drag on -- choking off energy 
supplies -- sent both main crude 
contracts soaring on Monday 
to within a whisker of $120 a 
barrel, the highest since 2022. 

Natural gas prices also rocketed.
Prices dropped on Tues-

day after US President Donald 
Trump said the war was "going 
to be ended soon", before turn-
ing higher again.

"Markets are likely to grow in-
creasingly fearful over the long-
term implications with each day 
that passes," said Joshua Maho-
ny, chief market analyst at Scope 
Markets.

Forex.com's Razaqzada said 
the markets were paying atten-
tion to Iran's warnings to dis-
rupt oil flows and a reported 
shift to continued attacks from 
retaliatory strikes.

Such a move "suggests the 
conflict could intensify rather 
than cool", he said.

New attacks hit three com-
mercial ships in the Gulf on 
Wednesday, officials said, 
leaving one vessel in flames 
as Iran pressed its campaign 
a g a i n st  i t s  o i l - ex p o r t i n g  
neighbours.

Sentiment was also dampened 
by US group Citi, consultancies 
Deloitte and PwC and other 
firms in Dubai, which closed 
offices or asked employees to 
evacuate Wednesday after Iran 
threatened US and Israel-linked 
economic assets in the Middle 
East.

The evacuations at the heart 
of the Middle East's financial 
hub come as the Gulf but es-
pecially the UAE has borne the 
brunt of Iran's attacks in re-
sponse to US-Israeli strikes.

Key figures at around 1630 GMT
Brent North Sea Crude:   5.6% at $92.74 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   5.5% at $88.03 per barrel

New York - Dow:   0.9% at 47,292.13 points

New York - S&P 500:   0.3% at 6,764.60

Nasdaq Composite:  n at 22,695.84

London - FTSE 100:   0.6% at 10,353.77 (close)

Paris - CAC 40:   0.2% at 8,041.81 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX:   1.4 percent at 23,640.03 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   1.4% at 55,025.37 (close)

Hang Seng Index:   0.2 at 25,898.76 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   0.3% at 4,133.43 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1574 from $1.1612 on Tuesday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3407 from $1.3415

Dollar/yen:   at 158.81 yen from 158.06 yen

Euro/pound:   at 86.33 pence from 86.48 pence
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Trump’s ‘racist hate speech’ fuelling 
rights abuses: UN watchdog

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

A UN watchdog warned 
yesterday that racist 
hate speech by US Pres-

ident Donald Trump and other 
political leaders coupled with 
intensified immigration crack-
downs were fuelling grave rights 
violations.

The United Nations Commit-
tee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination highlighted the 
growing “racist hate speech” tar-
geting migrants, refugees and 
asylum seekers in the United 
States.

It also pointed to the use of 
“derogatory and dehumanising 
language” and harmful stereo-
types targeting the same people.

These groups have been por-
trayed “as criminals or as a bur-
den, by politicians and influen-
tial public figures at the highest 
level of the state party, particu-
larly its president”, the group 
said in an urgent report.

This “fosters intolerance and 
may incite racial discrimination 
(and) hate crimes”, it warned.

The CERD also voiced grave 
concern over the “systematic 
use of racial profiling” by Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) and other officers de-
ployed in Trump’s immigration 
crackdown.

The targeting of “persons of 
Hispanic/Latino, African or 
Asian origin and arbitrary iden-

tity checks... have reportedly 
resulted in the widespread ar-
rest of refugees, asylum seekers, 
migrants and persons perceived 
as such”, it said.

At least 675,000 people had 
been deported since January 
2025, when Trump returned to 
power, it noted.

The CERD is composed of 18 

independent experts tasked with 
monitoring how countries im-
plement an international con-
vention on eliminating racism.

‘Excessive force’
Denounced the “excessive use 

of force during immigration en-
forcement operations”, the com-
mittee noted that at least eight 

people had 
died s ince 
January dur-
ing ICE op-
erations or 
while in ICE 
custody.

The CERD 
r e p o r t  f o l -
lowed an urgent 

submission from the American 
Civil Liberties Union in Febru-
ary asking it to investigate rights 
violations during the Trump ad-
ministration’s dramatic immi-
gration crackdown in Minnesota 
and elsewhere.

That request was filed under 
the CERD’s early warning and 
urgent action procedure, which 
allows it to address urgent mat-
ters arising between its regular 
sessions.

Thousands of federal agents 
including ICE agents earlier 

this year carried out 
weeks of sweeping 
raids and arrests in 
Minnesota in what 
the Trump admin-

istration claimed 
were target-

ed missions 
a g a i n s t 
criminals.

The con-
troversial 
operation 
ended last 
m o n t h 
a f t e r 
growing 
o u t r a g e 
over the 
ki l l ings 
of two US 
citizens, 

R e n e e 
Good and 

Alex Pretti, 
and the arrest of 

a five-year-old.

‘Inhuman conditions’
Wednesday report from the 

CERD called on Washington to 
“ensure accountability, includ-
ing by conducting effective, 
thorough and impartial investi-
gations” into all alleged abuses.

It also condemned the “drastic 
increase” in the number of de-
tainees held at immigration de-
tention facilities. The numbers 
reportedly rose from 40,000 in 
late 2024 to around 73,000 at the 
start of this year.

It voiced concern too over re-
ports of “inhuman conditions 
and inadequate medical care” 
in such facilities, noting that at 
least 29 migrants had died in 
detention in 2025, and six in 
January this year.

The committee also expressed 
alarm at Washington’s decision 
to rescind longstanding guide-
lines and policies limiting immi-
gration enforcement operations 
and arrests near schools, hospi-
tals and faith-based institutions.

In its recommendations, 
CERD urged the United States 
to suspend all such operations 
and to conduct a rights-based 
review of its legislative meas-
ures adopted since January  
2025.

It also called on Washing-
ton to publicly condemn racial 
discrimination and racist hate 
speech.

A “Titanic”-themed satirical statue of U.S. President Donald Trump and late convicted sex offender 
Jeffrey Epstein is shown on the National Mall on March 10, 2026 in Washington, DC.

Man set himself alight in fatal Swiss bus fire: prosecutor
AFP | Fribourg, Switzerland

An inferno on a Swiss bus that 
killed six people was seem-

ingly started by a “disturbed” 
man on board who set himself 
alight, the investigating prose-
cutor said yesterday.

The blaze happened on Tues-
day evening in the small town of 
Kerzers, around 20 kilometres 
(12 miles) west of the capital 
Bern.

Videos shared on social media 
showed flames several metres 
high bursting out of the win-
dows, and black smoke rising 
into the sky.

“A witness statement indi-
cated that a man... of Swiss or-
igin boarded the bus carrying 
bags. At some point, he doused 
himself with a flammable sub-
stance and set himself alight,” 
Fribourg canton’s public pros-
ecutor Raphael Bourquin told a 
press conference.

He said the family of the man, 
who was from Bern canton and 

in his sixties, had recently “re-
ported his disappearance”, and 

“current evidence describes him 
as a marginalised and disturbed 
individual”.

“There is absolutely no evi-
dence to suggest that this could 
be a terrorist act,” he said, add-
ing that “it appears that this per-
son is among the deceased”.

Fribourg police chief Philippe 
Allain said detectives were try-
ing to work out who got on and 
off the bus along its route from 
the nearby town of Dudingen, to 
pinpoint how many people were 
on board at the time.

The potential victims were 
born between 1961 and 2009, 
he said.

Two still in hospital
Besides those killed, the fire 

injured five people. Three peo-
ple were taken to hospital; two 
are in a serious condition and the 
other has since returned home.

Two other people were treat-
ed at the scene by emergency 
responders.

Several ambulances and a hel-
icopter were sent to the scene, 
with investigators working late 
into the night, and three injured 
people were taken to hospital.

Before dawn on Wednesday, 
the charred shell of the bus had 
been removed from the road, 
leaving a few traces of melted tar 
on the ground and a faint smell 
of burning in the air.

A hotline has been opened for 
witnesses to come forward, as 
authorities try to determine the 
exact circumstances of the fire.

Fribourg police said a criminal 
investigation had been opened 
by public prosecutors.

‘Terrible tragedy’
It is the second major multi-

ple-casualty fire in Switzerland 
in less than three months.

In the early hours of Janu-
ary 1, a bar in the ski resort of 
Crans-Montana caught fire as 
people celebrated the New Year. 

A total of 41 people died, with 
another 115 injured.

“I am shocked and saddened 
that people in Switzerland have 
once again lost their lives in a 
serious fire,” Swiss President 
Guy Parmelin said on X.

“I would like to express my 
condolences to the families of 
those who died in Kerzers. My 
thoughts are also with the in-
jured and the emergency ser-
vices.”

The bus involved was a Post-
Bus, a feature of Swiss rural life.

The distinctive yellow buses 
serve more remote areas, con-
necting them with towns, while 
also carrying letters and parcels.

They are used by around half a 
million people every day, notably 
schoolchildren.

PostBus chief executive Stefan 
Regli called it a “terrible trag-
edy” and said their employees 
were “shocked”.

Arctic sea ice among lowest on record: AFP review of US data
AFP | Paris, France

Arctic sea ice is headed for 
one of its smallest winter 

peaks on record, an AFP review 
of US data showed yesterday,  
as climate change shrinks the 
region’s frozen cover and height-
ens geopolitical tensions.

Formed when ocean water 
freezes, Arctic sea ice melts nat-
urally in summer and reforms 
in winter, but the amount that 
returns has been declining due 
to human-induced planetary 

warming.
The maximum sea ice extent 

in the Arctic reached nearly 
14.22 million square kilometres 
(5.5 million square miles) on 
March 10, according to the data 
from the US National Snow and 
Ice Data Center (NSIDC).

If the trend continues before 
winter ends later this month, 
it would rank among the five 
smallest ice covers in four dec-
ades of satellite monitoring, pos-
sibly even breaking last year’s 

record.
While ice has gone down in 

the last few days, it can still go 
back up, said Seamus McAfee, 
an NSIDC spokesman.

“But so far, it is looking like it 
could be a very significant ex-
tent, perhaps one of, if not the 
lowest, in the record,” McAfee 
told AFP.

Last year, Arctic sea ice 
reached an all-time low on 
March 22, at 14.31 million square 
kilometres, according to the 

NSIDC. Previous lows were set 
in 2016, 2017 and 2018.

The NSIDC has yet to have an 
exact date for the 2026 max-
imum sea ice extent, McAfee 
said, adding that it would issue a 
press release once that becomes 
clearer.

Samantha Burgess, strategic 
lead for climate at the Europe-
an Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts, told AFP that 
this year would be among the 
lowest five on record.

Gilles Garric, polar ocean-
ographer at French climate 
research institute Mercator 
Ocean Toulouse, said this win-
ter was among the “top three” so  
far.

“The sirens are blaring that 
we’re headed for a hothouse 
planet with massive devastation 
around the world,” said Shaye 
Wolf, climate science director at 
the Center for Biological Diver-
sity, a US-based environmental 
group.



CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM
TECHNO INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17272975 or TISC@
BATELCO.COM.BH
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@GMAIL.
COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
CHEEZY CHEEZIOUS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33950254 or 
MUHAMMADSHARIF786@GMAIL.COM
K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17008217 or JALALEBRA-
HIM@GMAIL.COM
JUNAYET ABEDIN SUPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SHOPKEEP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33923239 or FATIMA_ALSELAITI@HOTMAIL.
COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@
VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17773006 
or arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
ARABIAN INTERNATIONAL SERVICES COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17473262 or AWALSERV@
BATELCO.COM.BH
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.
MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
STAR ALTAHADI MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39892221 or SHAHA-
NAIQBAL820@GMAIL.COM
LASPINAS CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17271111 or AB-
DULLAMANSOORI9@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
CROWN GOLD W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37733893 or HIMANSHU@SCSGOLD.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
RANA FURNITURE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35515204 or 
RANANUML72@GMAIL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QASSIM@
HERTEL.COM
SAID DAL 1923 RESTAURANT  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38365147 or 
SAIDDAL1923BH@MASDAR.COM.KW
LIFE SHIN CLEANING BUILDING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32025069 or 
MEENAMOHAMMED996@GMAIL.COM
KIRANDEEP SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33108593 or 
ASADM6607@GAMIL.COM
SHINE STAR SATELLITE AND ELECONICS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-

ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33668824 or NAJEEB7639@GMAIL.COM
ASYAKH GRILL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33332219 or ALTAQA-
DEM66@GMAIL.COM
AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RESERVATIONS 
CLERK, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17845000 or ADNAN.ASLAM@LPODWA-
TERPARK.COM
LOTUS HOTEL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17251444 or NAMAL-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH
DAAN CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33960482 or 
SONIABIJU483@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727676 or aqeel@
basma.com.bh
GREEN DIAMOND LAUNDRY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKERS(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39292625 or SHAMEEMKP@GMAIL.COM
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
KARACHI BOX FOOD RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of KITCHEN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17511997 or 007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.COM
TTM COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36675632 or MRMJAN-
NATUL@GMAIL.COM
HAMZA GILL CONSULTANCY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39512118 or GILLSARA106@
GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ASAT INTERIOR DECOR MAINTENANCE SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35006242 or SATHEESH7555@
GMAIL.COM
ALTAWFEEK MAINTENANCE SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17786828 or YASMEEN@ALTAWFEEK.NET
BRITE  RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39234136 or FAST-
DOC99@GMAIL.COM
HOUSE OF UNIFORMS H.O.U has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38388494 or 
admingov@uniforms.com.bh
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36633899 or MO-
HAMMED.QASSIM@HERTEL.COM
ALJAZI REF AND A C REPAIRAIR WORKSHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39812388 or ALENEZI_101@HOTMAIL.COM
JOOD GARAGE BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36438872 or ALIYU-
SUF90.ALTAITOON@GMAIL.COM
DHL INTERNATIONAL B.S.C. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AIR TRANSPORT PILOT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17328393 
or husain.almajed@dhl.com
The Arch Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17116611 or CORP@
DADABAI.COM
NADALA INTRIOR DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33331564 or AM-
NANABIL30@GMAIL.COM
TEAM 90 BAHRAIN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33212074 or KEY_LINKS@YAHOO.COM
AROOJ SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 35521589 or 
QURESHIAKRAM858@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 or 
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
GEORGEINA ELECTRCAL CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39168636 or r7alnass@gmail.com
WINK COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33075663 
or WINKMEDIA.BH@GMAIL.COM
AMWELL MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17730871 or 
amwellmd@amwellme.co
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
BIG BASH SERVICES BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34407976 or 3434RAO@
GMAIL.COM
RASIYAT RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39664427 or 
NIYASNOOON@GMAIL.COM
BRAZIL GRILL CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17826686 
or VJBOLOOR@GMAIL.COM
Eram Arabia W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33625051 or adminbah-
rain@eramarabia.com
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17832030 or hami-
da.alhubail@havelockone.com
BLACK DROP CAFE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CHEF, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17000585 or hrsupport@alsham-
marygroup.com
KEETA BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EMPLOYEE(OPERATING), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 37105410 
or mohamedmarhoon@keetainc.com
SHYNIX LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39294877 or 
SADIQ.ALSAEED1@GMAIL.COM
FUTURE LIGHTS FOR ADVERTISING & PUBLIC-
ITY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17252923 or futurelight.adv@gmail.
com
ORIAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33007451 or ORIANCONTRACTING88@GMAIL.COM
UMAIR ALI INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER(DE-
COR), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35475276 or UMAIRALI36@GMAIL.COM
WILD FLOUR BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39447117 or 
HAMAD@KBHGROUP.COM
Star-Grace Management Services W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36863894 
or stargracemanagement@gmail.com
SAHTAIN LOGISTICS CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39647428 or info@alfateheen.com
MASOOMA STAR FACILITIES SUPPORT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39395894 or MUHAMMADAYYAN3440@
GMAIL.COM
SOLAS MARINE SERVICES (FOREIGN 
BRANCH) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17466859 or gshetty@solasmarine.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
G P S INTERNATIONAL DENTAL COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33180666 or dt.rasheed@gmail.com
SAMAHEEJ TOWERS FASHION DESIGN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of STITCH-
ER(FABRICS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36460610 or MUHAMMEDSAKIL@
GMAIL.COM

Medicals International Trading  W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17217401 or nreyes@medicalsintl.com
RAO SUPER METALS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66378220 or RAOSU-
PERMETALS@GMAIL.COM
DESIGN QUBE FURNISHING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of UPHOLSTERER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36746604 
or DQBAHRAIN1@GMAIL.COM
VELVET LANE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32131016 or 
HAPPYH184@HOTMAIL.COM
JJ STATION W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR(CUSTOMER SER-
VICES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38008633 or AMINANDSONS17@GMAIL.
COM
THE MARK HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17712303 or 
CORP@DADABAI.COM
TAKE CARE PUBLIC UTILITY CLEANING CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17230908 or TAKECAREBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
LEENA CARPENTRY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34463452 or facto-
ryleena@gmail.com
AMBI METAL PRODUCTS CO. Bahraini partner-
ship company has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39526795 or VERSAI.ME@GMAIL.COM
PALM VIEW SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33251266 or 
MAYSAANAJEM16@GMAIL.COM
JIXES CAR CARE has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CAR CLEANER(WASHING & GREASING 
W.SHOP), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32030525 or MOHAMMEDLU94@OUT-
LOOK.COM
NEW HORIZON SCHOOL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17595372 
or JOYMATHEWS@LIVE.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
WOODCO TRADING AND CARPENTRY w.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32211318 or woodcointeri-
orsbh@gmail.com
BLUE BEACH RESTAURANT & GRILLS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(KE-
BAB), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33313121 or M590104624@GMAIL.COM
AL NAMAL FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17251444 or NAMALCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH
MIDDLE EAST FOOD TRADING Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(FORK-
LIFT), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17738088 or mefood-8@batelco.com.bh
MOTOR CITY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262262 or HR.S@
EKKANOO.COM.BH
GULF TOBACCO COMPANY. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAREHOUSE KEEP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39999746 or zahra.fadhul@gtc-bh.com
ASTER CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36690013 or ASTER.
CONST.1@GMAIL.COM
ALASYYED EVENTS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34465069 or 
SAEEDYAQOOB86@GMAIL.COM
DS SMART SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35458472 or SAJJAD.AKHTAR49@HOTMAIL.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17252078 or S.RADHI@EAMCO.BH
MUHAMMAD FAHAD.MARKETING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34354460 or INFO.TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.COM
AL BAHAR REPAIR OF MACHINERY W.L.L has 

a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17645212 or FAQEERHUSSAIN1982@GMAIL.COM
SOSO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39559997 or 
AZIZ.ALMUHIZEA@GMAIL.COM
AWAL PLASTICS W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786363 or 
biju@AWALPLASTICS.COM
WEELX AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17760191 or 
HADIFARHAN644@GMAIL.COM
TASHAN GATE CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33001736 or 
MAJEED9246@HOTMAIL.COM
IDEAL STAR TRAVEL CONSULTANCY SER-
VICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RECEPTIONIST & TRAVEL AGENCY 
CLERK, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33448200 or IDEALSTARBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
SIALKOTI KITCHEN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34664669 or BILALAR-
IF035@GMAIL.COM
NAJD TOUCH BARBERING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39033464 or 
NPRA2022@GMAIL.COM
ALFASEL CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33401441 or TARIQRAMZAN4@GMAIL.COM
EAT MORE BURGER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66995050 
or CONTACT@SHOAIBONLINE.COM
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17008217 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 or 
alsediqqi12@outlook.com
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17008217 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
COYOTE MARKETING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33768106 or 
AQIB.1221989@GMAIL.COM
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of EMPLOYEE(OC-
CUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
ALMANARTAIN CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17590097 or 
ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COMM.BH
AL RAFI FACILITIES MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39017211 or RAFIGROUPBAH@GMAIL.COM
FILIPINAZ RESIDENTIAL & HEALTHCARE 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39581236 or PESO.BAHRRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
ATILIH EBIRAA WAKHAYT TAILOR has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33923239 or 
Piscu7@gmail.com
MANNAI ALUMINIUM AND GLASS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39697800 or DM@man-
naigroup.net
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17784584 or 
HR@AMJASSIM.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASON, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17226618 or 
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
SEEF CORNER CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy 

for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33491717 or 
RAYANDAYMART@GMAIL.COM
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL W.L.L (SEM-
CO) W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ASSISTANT TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17813535 or hrd@sha-
heengroup.com
TTSJV WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33699448 or mbhati@ttsjv.com
ASTRON HEALTHCARE FACTORY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of GRAPHIC DE-
SIGNER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33083915 or ANIL@ASTRONHEALTH.COM
Alnosaif Contracting & Excavation Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17590078 or roqayaal-
nosaif@hotmail.com
SHARIF GARMENT FACTORY B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17748999 or OTHMAN@SHARIFGROUP.COM
KHALIFA HAMAD SULTAN MOHAMED  AL-
GHAMEM (192928) has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33656333 or MNOUR8374@GMAIL.COM
EAST FANTANA  FABRICATION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(LATHE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33104078 or EASTFANTANA@GMAIL.COM
MTQ OILFIELD SERVICES W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17166827 or 
ahmed@mtqos.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.
com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
GEO STAR CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33375865 or sameriltaf@gmail.com
MAIWA FOOD has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33622662 or HAYA.J.ALJAS-
SIM@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD FAHAD REAL ESTATE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34354460 or INFO.TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.COM
JANAH CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLISH ESTAB-
LISHM has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700565 or hashim@alkuwaiti.
com
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
MIRAAYA AL SHAMS BEAYTY SALOON W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33032467 or SREEKALA8309@GMAIL.COM
TWO STAR GLASS & CARPENTRY WORKSHOP  
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36810045 
or CARPENTRYWORKSBPC@GMAIL.COM
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL CENTER 
RIFFA B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of NURSE(GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
TIJAAN DENTAL CENTER W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MARKETING SPECIAL-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38490009 or DENTEST79@HOTMAIL.COM
WALIDAD CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35988611 or RAYIFTIKHAR1919@GMAIL.COM
PAKISTAN CARGO HANDLING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33117014 or ALSIYALCONSTRUCTIONAK@
GMAIL.COM
ZONE POINT CONSULTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES REPRESENTA-
TIVE, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33205165 or ZOOMPOINTMARKETING@
GMAIL.COM
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Brilliant Adebayo scores 83 points, second highest in NBA history
AFP | Miami

Bam Adebayo erupted for a 
jaw-dropping 83 points -- 

the second highest total in NBA 
history -- as the Miami Heat 
thrashed the Washington Wiz-
ards 150-129 on Tuesday.

Adebayo’s astonishing perfor-
mance surpassed the 81 points 
scored by the late Kobe Bry-
ant for the Los Angeles Lakers 
against Toronto in 2006, and 
is second only to Wilt Cham-
berlain’s iconic 100-point haul 
against the New York Knicks 
in 1962.

Adebayo served notice that a 
special performance could be on 
the cards with an electric first 
quarter, where he poured in 31 
points from 10-of-16 shooting.

By half-time he had reached 
43 points and he kept the pedal 
down after the interval with 19 

points in the third quarter to 
take his tally to 62.

At that juncture it became a 
question of whether Adebayo 

could threaten Bryant’s 20-year-
old tally of 81 points.

Adebayo duly eclipsed that 
record late in the fourth quarter. 
Two free throws saw him draw 
level with Bryant’s total, and two 
more took him to 83 with just 
over a minute remaining.

That was the cue for Ade-
bayo to be subbed out, leaving 
the court to a standing ova-
tion from a disbelieving home 
crowd at  Miami’s  Kaseya  
Center.

“Man, I wish I could relive it 
twice,” Adebayo said, adding his 
individual masterpiece would 
not have been possible without 
the support of family, fans and 
his teammates.

“Somebody had to pass me 
the ball. I appreciate coach for 
drawing up plays for me and I 
got it going tonight.”

Adebayo admitted he had 

sensed a historic performance 
was beckoning after his first-
half display, ranking it as the 
highpoint of his career.

“This is number one, for sure,” 
Adebayo said.

Adebayo also took special sat-
isfaction at surpassing his boy-
hood idol Bryant’s mark of 81.

 ‘Surreal moment’ 
“It’s Wilt, me and then Kobe 

-- that sounds crazy,” Adebayo 
said, adding that he had reflect-
ed on how Bryant, who died in a 
helicopter crash in Los Angeles 
in 2020, would have responded 
to his performance.

“To me it’s wondering what 
he would say,” Adebayo said. 
“My mind is like ‘What would he 
say to me?’ Because I’ve always 
wanted to have a conversation 
with him.

“He’d probably say ‘Do it 

again’. Just a surreal moment 
being in the company of some-
body you idolized growing up.”

Miami coach Erik Spoelstra 
described Adebayo’s virtuoso 
display as “just an absolutely 
surreal night.”

“We’ve been blessed to have 
been a part of a lot of big mo-
ments in this arena, and this one, 
it just happened,” Spoelstra said.

“I’m grateful that we were all 
able to witness it.”

Spoelstra said Miami had 
sought to stick to their game 
plan during Adebayo’s 43-point 
first half, but gradually pivoted 
towards helping him chase a 
historic total.

“At half-time we talked about 
continuing to play our game,” 
Spoelstra said. “In the second 
half I was a little bit more in-
tentional trying to get him some 
touches.

China sprint race presents 
‘huge challenge’ in F1’s new era

Shanghai’s layout demands different battery strategy for new 50/50 hybrid cars

• Shanghai hosts 
season’s first sprint

• Only one practice 
before sprint 
qualifying Friday

• Shanghai’s long 
straight, multiple 
complex turns 
tests batteries

• George Russell 
requests active wing 
adjustments

• Verstappen 
investigates early-season 
battery power loss

• McLaren works 
to close massive 
performance gap

AFP | Shanghai

Formula One’s new era 
heads into its first sprint 
in Shanghai this weekend, 

with the Chinese Grand Prix 
promising a very different test 
to Melbourne, where George 
Russell led home a Mercedes 
one-two.

The Silver Arrows dominated 
the season-opener, Russell win-
ning from Kimi Antonelli and 
followed home by the Ferrari 
pair of Charles Leclerc and Lew-
is Hamilton in the first race un-
der sweeping new regulations.

Lando Norris and McLaren 
struggled, the British world 
champion trailing home fifth 
and teammate Oscar Piastri fail-
ing to even start after crashing 
on his way to the grid.

Red Bull’s four-time champion 
Max Verstappen carved his way 
through the field to sixth after 
starting 20th on the grid follow-
ing a qualifying crash.

The Shanghai International 
Circuit, unlike the Albert Park 
track in Melbourne, has one long 
straight and several complexes 

of turns.
It will require a different ap-

proach to battery deployment 
and energy harvesting in the 

new cars, which have a 50-50 
split between conventional and 
electrical power.

But with only one practice ses-
sion before sprint qualifying on 
Friday, the teams will have little 
time to hone their set-ups and 
strategies.

Saturday morning will see the 
sprint race over 19 laps of the 
5.451km circuit and grand prix 
qualifying in the afternoon.

Sunday’s grand prix will be 
over 56 laps, and if the race in 
Melbourne is anything to go by, 
it could be very eventful.

“Shanghai is going to be 
important to be straight on 
point with deployment, with 
everything, because obviously 
we get only one practice and 
then we go into qualifying,” said 
Antonelli.

“The rate of development is 
going to be massive and it’s going 
to be important to not put any 

wrong step because the situation 
can flip very quickly.”

Leclerc agreed: “To have a 
sprint race so early on in a sea-
son like this will be a huge chal-
lenge for everybody. It’s going to 
be very tricky.”

Race-winner Russell said his 
only reservation about the 2026 
cars was a lack of control when 
the active front wing was opened 
up under the new “straight 
mode”.

Introduced this season to re-
duce drag and give a boost of 
speed akin to the now-defunct 
DRS system, Russell said it made 
the cars skittish.

 ‘Pretty big gap’ 
“The only thing I would re-

quest from the FIA is that the 
front wing doesn’t drop as ag-
gressively,” said Russell.

“When we open ‘straight 
mode’ we will have lots of un-

dersteer, and when I was behind 
Charles and I was trying to duck 
out of his slipstream it was like 
my front wing wasn’t working.

“So, I think from a safety as-
pect that would make the racing 
safer, better. I don’t see a down-
side of doing it.”

Norris was highly critical of 
the new cars.

McLaren, so dominant last 
season, were off the pace all 
weekend in Australia.

“The gap to the guys ahead is 
pretty big and we clearly have a 
lot of work to do,” said the world 
champion.

Verstappen admitted Red Bull 
also have problems to address.

“I had some issues at the start 
with the battery so as soon as 
the clutch was dropped, I had 
no power, so that is something 
we need to understand,” said the 
Dutchman.

“It was a decent comeback 
from P20 and we will work as a 
team to close the gap further.”

New to the grid, Cadillac were 
encouraged by Sergio Perez 
finishing 16th on the team’s 
much-anticipated debut.

“It was great to see the Cadil-
lac Formula 1 Team bring its first 
car home,” said team principal 
Graeme Lowdon.

Bam Adebayo celebrates on his way to an astonishing 83-point performance in 
Miami’s win over Washington

Drivers compete in the Formula One Chinese Grand Prix 2025 at the Shanghai International Circuit (file photo)

George Russell has 
formally requested 
the FIA modify the 

“straight mode” 
active aero, reporting 

dangerous levels of 
understeer and a total 
loss of front-end grip 
when pulling out of a 

rival’s slipstream

KNOW

BETTER
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English clubs stumble
Yamal denies Newcastle, Liverpool lose and Atletico thrash Spurs in Champions League

• Yamal scores 
96th-minute penalty 
for Barcelona

• Newcastle draw 
1-1 after Harvey 
Barnes opener

• Atletico Madrid 
beat Tottenham 5-2

• Bayern Munich thrash 
Atalanta 6-1 in Italy

• Liverpool lose 1-0 
to Galatasaray again

AFP | Paris

Lamine Yamal’s last-gasp 
penalty earned Barcelona 
a 1-1 draw at Newcastle 

United in the first leg of their 
Champions League last-16 tie on 
Tuesday, while Liverpool lost 1-0 
to Galatasaray in Istanbul for the 
second time this season.

Atletico Madrid piled more 
misery on Tottenham Hotspur 
by winning 5-2 on a nightmare 
evening for visiting goalkeeper 
Antonin Kinsky, while Bayern 
Munich are all but through to 
the quarter-finals after thrashing 
Atalanta 6-1 in Italy.

At St James’ Park, Newcastle 
were heading for a night to sa-
vour when Harvey Barnes broke 
the deadlock on 86 minutes as he 
turned in a Jacob Murphy cross 
for his sixth Champions League 
goal this season.

However, Barcelona were 
awarded a penalty deep in in-
jury time when Dani Olmo was 
tripped by Malick Thiaw and 
Yamal -- a peripheral figure 

throughout the game -- convert-
ed with the last kick of the match 
in the 96th minute.

That will make Newcastle’s 
task harder going to the Camp 
Nou for the return next Wednes-
day as they aim to reach the 
quarter-finals for the first time.

“There’s hope, of course there 
is. We believe in ourselves, we 
believe in our capabilities. I 
think we’ve shown that today,” 
said Newcastle manager Eddie 
Howe.

The winners of that tie look 
likely to face Atletico in the last 
eight, after Diego Simeone’s side 
tore apart Spurs at the Metro-
politano, with Julian Alvarez 
scoring twice. 

It was a horrible night for 
struggling Tottenham and an 
especially dreadful one for their 

Czech goalkeeper Kinsky, whose 
two previous appearances this 
season had come in the League 
Cup.

His slip when attempting to 
clear led to Marcos Llorente 
slotting in Atletico’s sixth-min-
ute opener, and Antoine Griez-
mann then took advantage of a 
Micky van de Ven slip to grab 
another for the hosts.

The game was just 15 min-
utes old when Kinsky made a 
complete mess of an attempted 
first-time pass, gifting the ball to 
Alvarez for 3-0.

The 22-year-old Kinsky’s hu-
miliation was compounded as he 
was then substituted by coach 
Igor Tudor, but replacement 
Guglielmo Vicario could not 
keep out Robin Le Normand’s 
header to make it 4-0 midway 

through the first half.
Pedro Porro pulled one back, 

but Alvarez ran half the length 
of the pitch following a superb 
Griezmann lay-off to get Atleti-
co’s fifth early in the second half.

Dominic Solanke fired in on 76 
minutes to make it 5-2, perhaps 
giving Spurs a glimmer of hope 
for the return.

 Brilliant Bayern hit six 
However, it is hard to see how 

they arrest a slump which has 
seen them lose all four games 
under new coach Tudor, and six 
on the bounce overall.

“Unfortunately, it happened 
in this big game, these mistakes. 
So we paid for this start of the 
game, it was too much for us,” 
lamented Tudor, who said he 
needed to “preserve” the devas-
tated Kinsky by taking him off.

“I’ve been coaching for 15 
years, I’ve never done this. It 
was necessary to preserve the 
guy, preserve the team.”

Earlier, Liverpool lost by a sin-
gle goal to Galatasaray, just as 
they had when the clubs met in 
Turkey in the league phase.

Mario Lemina scored the only 
goal for the Turkish league lead-
ers, heading in from close range 
after Victor Osinhen nodded 
down a corner.

Osimhen had the ball in the 
net again in the second half, only 
for an offside decision to come to 
Liverpool’s rescue.

The Anfield side will need to 
do much better if they are to 
turn the tie around next week 
at home.

“It’s already a difficult place 
to come to, but when you’re 1-0 
down it makes it even harder,” 
said Liverpool boss Arne Slot.

Bayern confirmed their status 
as one of the leading contenders 
to win the competition by crush-
ing Atalanta in Bergamo, with 
Michael Olise in inspired form.

Harry Kane played no part as 
Josip Stanisic tapped in an early 
opener and Olise applied a great 
finish to make it 2-0 midway 
through the first half.

Olise set up Serge Gnabry to 
make it 3-0 before half-time, and 
the latter also hit the bar late in 
the first half.

Nicolas Jackson got the fourth 
early in the second half, and the 
outstanding Olise curled in the 
fifth, his 15th of the season.

Jamal Musiala netted the 
sixth, and there is surely no way 
back for Atalanta, even if Mario 
Pasalic got one back in stoppage 
time.

Olise could be world great, says Kompany
AFP | Bergamo

Vincent Kompany said 
t h a t  M i c h a e l  O l i s e 

could become one of the 
world’s best footballers af-
ter the France international 
starred with a brace in Bay-
ern Munich’s 6-1 thumping of  
Atalanta.

Olise was all over the pitch 
and drew applause from Ata-
lanta’s passionate home sup-

port when he crashed home his 
second of the night, and Bay-
ern’s fifth in the 64th minute.

“He arrived with a mental-
ity that gives him a chance to 
be one of the best players in 
the world,” Kompany told re-
porters.

“I don’t want to compare the 
players, because they are not 
the same players at all. But the 
mentality, when I played with 

Kevin De Bruyne, I was lucky 
to watch him come through 
as a young player and see him 
become a superstar, a world  
star.

“It is that obsession for de-
tail. And Michael has that. It’s 
not enough. So I think we have 
to push him to do more. But 
he’s on a very good trajectory 
and it’s a pleasure to witness 
it.”

Griezmann dreaming big at Atletico
AFP | Madrid 

Atletico Madrid star An-
toine Griezmann con-

firmed he plans to stay at the 
club and dreams of “doing 
something big” after thrash-
ing Tottenham 5-2 yesterday.

The French forward, 34, 
had been heavily linked with 
a move to MLS side Orlando 
City before the end of March, 
when the American league’s 
transfer window closes.

However Griezmann found 
the net in Atletico’s big last 
16 first leg triumph and, with 
a Copa del Rey final to come 
in April, is dreaming of sil-
verware.

“I am very good here, en-
joying myself a lot, what I do 

on the pitch speaks for itself,” 
Griezmann told Movistar.

“We will see, but the idea 
is to go until the final and let 
others talk.

“(Playing in the Copa del 
Rey final) is my dream, my 
objective and I hope we can 
do something big.”

Atletico, who finished as 
runners-up in the 2014 and 
2016 Champions League fi-
nals, have a great chance to 
reach the quarter-finals.

“We took advantage of some 
errors of theirs, they were 
slipping a lot on the pitch and 
we’re used to it,” said Griez-
mann.

“We wanted to press them 
a lot, and we did, the errors 
came from our pressing.”

Atletico Madrid’s French forward #07 Antoine Griezmann (R) scores his team’s 
second goal

Tottenham Hotspur’s Czech goalkeeper #31 Antonin Kinsky (R) is hugged 
by Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian goalkeeper #01 Guglielmo Vicario as he is 
substituted

Bayern Munich’s French midfielder #17 Michael Olise tries to score against Atalanta’s Italian goalkeeper #29 Marco 
Carnesecchi

Unfortunately, it 
happened in this big 

game, these mistakes. 
So we paid for this start 

of the game, it was 
too much for us. I’ve 
been coaching for 15 

years, I’ve never done 
this. It was necessary 
to preserve the guy, 
preserve the team
TOTTENHAM COACH IGOR TUDOR

Barcelona’s Spanish forward #10 Lamine Yamal passes the ball whilst under pressure from Newcastle United’s English 
midfielder #20 Lewis Hall
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In a move described as 
a mercy substitution to 
“preserve” the player, 
Tottenham coach Igor 
Tudor pulled 22-year-

old goalkeeper Antonin 
Kinsky after just 15 
minutes following 

three catastrophic er-
rors that gifted Atletico 

a 3-0 lead

KNOW WHAT



Sabalenka powers past Osaka, sets last-16 clash with Mboko
• Aryna Sabalenka 
beats Naomi 
Osaka 6-2, 6-4.

• Mboko beat Amanda 
Anisimova 6-4, 6-1

• Australian qualifier 
Gibson stuns Paolini

AFP | Indian Wells

World number one Aryna 
Sabalenka powered into 

the Indian Wells quarter-finals 
on Tuesday with a statement 6-2, 
6-4 victory over former cham-
pion Naomi Osaka in a battle of 
Grand Slam winners.

It was another straightfor-
ward, straight-sets victory for 
Sabalenka, who fired 31 winners 
with eight aces.

“Overall I’m happy that I put 
so much pressure on her, that 
I brought variety today on the 
court,” said Sabalenka, who 
mixed her booming ground-
strokes with effective forays to 
the net.

“I think she was a little con-
fused in the key moments, and 
I’m happy to see that,” Sabalenka 
said. “I’m happy that my serve 
worked well, on the return I 
played really great tennis.”

Sabalenka wrapped up the 
first set with two breaks of serve 

before Osaka began to find her 
rhythm.

But the Japanese star was una-
ble to crack the serve of Sabalen-
ka, who saved both break points 
she faced in the second set and 
grabbed a break for 4-3 with a 
pair of forehand winners.

It was just the second meeting 
between the two, both four-time 
Grand Slam champions. Osaka 
won the first back in 2018 on the 
way to her first major title at the 
US Open.

“That’s actually crazy,” Sa-
balenka said of the fact they 
haven’t met more often. But 
she predicted there were more 
clashes in their future as Osaka, 
now ranked 16th, regains her 
momentum on the WTA Tour 
after taking off all of 2023 and 

having daughter, Shai, in July of 
that year.

Sabalenka, runner-up at In-
dian Wells in 2023 and 2025, 
will continue her pursuit of a 
first title in the prestigious ATP 
and WTA Masters 1000 event 
against 10th-seeded Victoria  
Mboko.

The 19-year-old Canadian 
saw off sixth-seeded American 
Amanda Anisimova 6-4, 6-1 to 
earn a shot at Sabalenka, who 
beat her in the fourth round of 

the Australian Open.
“It was a big eye-opener 

playing her in the Australian 
Open,” Mboko said. “Hopefully 
I can hold my ground a bit more 
against her.”

 ‘Completely speechless’ 
Australian qualifier Talia Gib-

son’s dream run in the California 
desert continued as she belted 
42 winners in a 7-5, 2-6, 6-1 vic-
tory over seventh-ranked Italian 
Jasmine Paolini.

The 21-year-old’s first victory 
over a top-10 player propelled 
her into her first WTA quarter-fi-
nal.

She’ll face 14th-ranked Czech 
Linda Noskova, who swept past 
Alexandra Eala of the Philip-
pines 6-2, 6-0 in just 55 minutes.

Gibson, ranked 112th, used a 
late break to pocket the first set, 
closing it out with her 18th win-
ner of the opening frame.

Paolini sped to a 3-0 lead in 
the second as Gibson’s errors 

mounted and it looked as if the 
experienced Italian, a two-time 
Grand Slam finalist, had seized 
control.

But Gibson unleashed another 
barrage of winners in the third, 
including a stinging forehand 
service return on match point.

“Honestly, just completely 
speechless,” said Gibson, who 
beat top-20 players Ekaterina 
Alexandrova and Clara Tauson 
on the way to the fourth round.

Gibson came into 2026 with 
just two WTA main-draw wins 
and had to save two match 
points in a qualifying victory 
just to give herself a chance to 
bag a few more at Indian Wells.

“I know that with my aggres-
sive game, often I am able to 
create a lot of opportunities for 
myself in points,” she said.

“But that being said, I think I 
have surprised myself a little bit 
with how well I have been able 
to play for quite a few matches 
in a row.”

Ruthless Sinner subdues Fonseca to 
reach Indian Wells quarter-finals

Fonseca goes toe-to-toe with Sinner before Italian prevails in two tiebreaks

• Jannik Sinner beats 
Joao Fonseca 7-6, 7-6

• Sinner to face 
Learner Tien in 
quarter-finals

• Fils upsets Auger-
Aliassime 6-3, 7-6

AFP | Indian Wells

Four-time major champion 
Jannik Sinner edged tal-
ented Brazilian teenager 

Joao Fonseca 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/4) 
in a scintillating Stadium Court 
clash on Tuesday to reach the 
quarter-finals at Indian Wells.

The first meeting between 
the world number two Sinner 
and the big-hitting 19-year-old 
lived up to expectations, the 
fireworks sparking a raucous 
response from a crowd packed 
with enthusiastic Brazilian fans.

Sinner will face another 
fast-rising youngster in 20-year-
old Learner Tien of the United 
States for a place in the semi-fi-
nals.

Fonseca went toe-to-toe with 
the Italian in a tense first set but 
was unable to convert his lone 
break chance and Sinner failed 
to capitalize on two.

A couple of uncharacteristic 
Sinner errors helped Fonseca 
power to a 6-3 lead in the tie-

breaker, but the Italian respond-
ed, denying one set point with 
an ace to launch a run of five 
straight points that sealed the 
set.

Sinner looked headed to a 
comfortable victory with a break 
for 4-2 in the second, but Fon-
seca wasn’t about to go quietly.

He broke Sinner to love in the 
ninth game and held for 5-5 as 
they went to a second tiebreaker.

An ace gave Fonseca a 4-3 lead 

in the decider, but Sinner surged 
home with four straight points, 
polishing off the win with a mas-
terful forehand service return.

“I felt like trying to be as ag-
gressive as possible was the key,” 
said Sinner, who is chasing a 
first title in the prestigious Mas-
ters 1000 event in the California 
desert.

“Joao’s an incredible talent, 
very powerful from both sides. 
He was serving very well.

“Maybe he dropped a little bit 
at the end of the second set, but 
I’m very happy to get through,” 
Sinner added.

Tien saved two match points 
to reach his first Masters 1000 
quarter-final with a 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(7/4) victory over Spain’s Alejan-
dro Davidovich Fokina.

“Honestly, after saving match 
points going into the tiebreak, 
just felt like I was playing with 
house money almost, really had 

nothing to lose,” said Tien, a 
Southern California native who 
has fond memories of attending 
the tournament as a child.

Arthur Fils’s injury comeback 
gathered pace as the Frenchman 
upset ninth-ranked Canadian 
Felix Auger-Aliassime 6-3, 7-6 
(11/9) to book a quarter-final 
meeting with fourth-ranked Al-
exander Zverev.

Germany’s Zverev downed 
American Frances Tiafoe 6-3, 
6-4.

Fils is in the Indian Wells last 
eight for the second straight 
year, but it’s been a twisting road 
to arrive there.

 Tough competitor 
Back trouble kept him off the 

courts for eight months, but 
since a return at Montpellier last 
month he has impressed with a 
run to the final in Doha.

The 21-year-old, now ranked 
32nd in the world, appeared to 
be in control with a 4-2 lead in 
the second set. But he let that 
advantage slip away and trailed 
0-5 in the tiebreaker before he 
steadied, saving five set points 
before wrapping up the straight-
sets win.

“I was at 0-5 in the tie-break 
and I was going to my box and 
complaining and complaining,” 
he said, adding that the advice 
he got was to stop complaining 
and focus on the match.

“I tried to focus as best I could. 
Not too much emotion, celebra-
tion. Just tunnel vision and I am 
happy with it,” said Fils, who let 
the emotion emerge again with 
a mighty chest thump after put-
ting away match point.

I think she was a little 
confused in the key 
moments, and I’m 

happy to see that. I’m 
happy that my serve 
worked well, on the 

return I played really 
great tennis

ARYNA SABALENKA

I felt like trying to be as 
aggressive as possible 
was the key. Joao’s an 
incredible talent, very 

powerful from both 
sides. He was serving 
very well. Maybe he 

dropped a little bit at 
the end of the second 

set, but I’m very happy 
to get through

JANNIK SINNER

Sabalenka expressed 
surprise she and Osaka 

have only met twice, 
but predicted more 

clashes ahead as Osa-
ka, now ranked 16th, 
regains momentum 

after taking 2023 off to 
have daughter Shai

KNOW WHAT

Joao Fonseca led the 
first-set tiebreak 6–3 
and had a set point, 

but Jannik Sinner 
saved it with an ace 
before winning five 
straight points to 

seize control of the 
match

KNOW WHAT

Jannik Sinner of Italy serves against Joao Fonseca of Brazil

Aryna Sabalenka returns a shot to Naomi Osaka of Japan
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India T20 hero dons disguise 
for unexpected train home
AFP | Mumbai

Indian cricket fans were 
stumped to discover that 

star all-rounder Shivam Dube 
could have been travelling in-
cognito on a train with them, 
fresh from delivering a record 
third T20 World Cup crown.

Dube, who slammed an un-
beaten 26 off just 8 balls in 
Sunday’s final against New 
Zealand, was left stranded 
in Ahmedabad on Monday 
when flights to Mumbai were 
booked solid.

It meant he took a berth in 
a shared sleeper train for a 
seven-hour journey home -- 
something almost unheard of 
in India, where top cricketers 
are major celebrities and often 
mobbed by fans when they ap-
pear in public.

Dube told the Indian Ex-
press yesterday that he went 
to great lengths to get back 
to his son, 4, and daughter, 2, 
cobbling together a disguise 
to avoid detection from fellow 
passengers.

“I wore a cap, a mask, and 
a full-sleeved t-shirt,” the 
32-year-old told the newspa-
per.

As he snuck onto the train 
with his wife and a friend in 
tow, Dube clambered onto the 

top bunk of his assigned car-
riage and wrapped himself in 
a blanket to remain concealed 
for the duration of the trip.

His cover was nearly blown 
however when an unwitting 
ticket collector asked if he’d 
just spotted the T20 hero, be-
fore being distracted by Dube’s 
wife.

As the journey finished 
Dube said he was escorted by 
police so “things were easy and 
the exit was smooth”.

“They thought I was landing 
at the airport, but were sur-
prised when I told them that I 
was travelling by train.”

India’s Shivam Dube in action (file 
photo)

Muharraq hold off Ahli 
rally to take Game One

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Holders Muharraq moved 
a step closer to defend-

ing their Khalifa Bin Salman 
Cup crown after claiming a 
hard-fought 93-87 victory over 
Al Ahli in Game One of their 
semi-final series at Khalifa 
Sports City Arena in Isa Town.

The night featured two 
semi-final clashes, with the 
later matchup between Mana-
ma and Al Najma concluding 
after TDT’s print deadline, pre-
venting coverage in this edi-
tion. Both series are played in a 
best-of-three format, with the 
first team to win two games 
advancing to the champion-
ship game.

In last night’s first match, 
Muharraq overcame an ear-
ly deficit and eventually took 
control with a strong middle 
stretch before withstanding a 
late Ahli push. With the win, 
the Red Wolves now hold a 1-0 
lead in the series and need just 
one more victory to reach the 
final. Game Two is scheduled 
for Saturday, with a deciding 
Game Three, if required, set 
for March 18.

Al Ahli had a bright start and 
briefly led in the opening pe-
riod, but Muharraq gradually 
settled into the contest, closing 
the first quarter with a 25-16 
advantage. The reigning cham-
pions continued their mo-
mentum in the second frame, 
stretching the lead to double 
digits and entering halftime 
ahead 58-32 after a dominant 
offensive display.

Muharraq extended their 
cushion in the third quarter 
to as many as 27 points, ap-
pearing set for a comfortable 
victory. However, Ahli staged a 
spirited comeback in the final 
period, with Hesham Sarhan’s 
scoring trimming the deficit to 
just four points in the closing 
seconds. Muharraq held firm 
to secure the win.

G e r m a n  c o a c h  Pe t e r s 
Schomers’ side received bal-
anced contributions across the 
roster. Nicholas West led with 
16 points off the bench and 
added eight rebounds, while 
Wayne Chism contributed 14 
points and nine boards. Cap-
tain Bader Abdulla scored 12, 
and both Mohamed Ameer and 
Ali Hussain Rashed chipped in 
10 points each.

Muharraq’s Bader Malabes pushes forward on a fast break

Nasser bin Hamad Premier 
League resumes tonight
TDT | Manama

The Nasser bin Hamad 
Bahrain Premier League 
returns tonight after 

more than two weeks without 
action, following recent dis-
ruptions and the staging of the 
King’s Cup quarter-finals.

Two matchday 16 fixtures 
headline the return: Muharraq 
meet Riffa in a matchup steeped 
in recent history at 9:30pm at 
Khalifa Sports City, while Sitra 
face Budaiya at the same time at 
Bahrain National Stadium.

Muharraq vs Riffa
The evening’s marquee clash 

sees reigning champions Mu-
harraq take on Riffa, two of 
the league’s title contenders. 
Muharraq sit second with 36 
points from 15 matches, level 
with leaders Al Khaldiya but 
trailing on head-to-head, while 
Riffa are third on 33 points.

Tonight also marks the first 
meeting between the sides since 
Riffa’s triumph over Muharraq 
in the Khalid bin Hamad Cup 
final, adding an extra layer of 
intrigue. Both clubs have also 
advanced to the semi-finals of 
the 49th King’s Cup, where a 
potential final rematch could 
occur.

The Red Wolves return to 
league play in red-hot form. 
In their last NPL fixture, they 
thrashed Bahrain Club 7–0 with 
goals from Sami Frioui, Edimar 
Ribeiro da Costa, Elliot Simoes, 
Soufiane Mahrouk, Abdoul Di-
arra, Facundo Tobares, and a 
second from Simoes.

Riffa, under Kuwaiti coach 
Mohamed Mashaan, come into 
tonight’s fixture buoyed by a 3–0 
win over Budaiya, with goals 
from Rodrigo Yuri, Ebrahim Al 
Khattal, and Ali Hassan Saeed. 
The victory kept them firmly in 
the title hunt.

Sitra vs Budaiya
Elsewhere, Sitra, 10th on 15 

points, face seventh-placed Bu-
daiya, who have 18 points, at 
Bahrain National Stadium. Bu-
daiya will aim to bounce back 
from their defeat to Riffa, while 

Sitra seek vital points to climb 
out of the lower half of the table 
as the campaign resumes.

With the top three sides sep-
arated by just three points, to-
night’s action promises a crucial 
stage in the race for the Nasser 
bin Hamad Premier League title.

Muharraq squad returns to the training pitch
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Rana takes five wickets as Bangladesh 
crush Pakistan in ODI opener
AFP | Mirpur, Bangladesh

Bangladesh pace sensation 
Nahid Rana claimed his first 

five-wicket haul in one-day in-
ternationals to lead his team to a 
crushing eight-wicket win over 
Pakistan in their opening match 
yesterday.

Rana returned figures of 5-24 
to skittle out Pakistan for 114, a 
total Bangladesh overhauled in 
15.1 overs of the 50-over contest 
in Mirpur to take a 1-0 lead in 
the three-match series.

Opener Tanzid Hasan ham-
mered an unbeaten 67 off 42 
balls and put on a second-wicket 
partnership of 82 with Najmul 
Hossain Shanto, who made 27, 
in a statement win.

Saif Hassan fell early for four, 
while Litton Das remained un-
beaten on three with Tanzid.

Earlier, Nahid laid the plat-
form for victory with his out-
standing spell in his seven overs 
to bowl out Pakistan for their 
lowest ODI total against Bang-
ladesh, eclipsing the previous 
161 during the 1999 World Cup.

The 23-year-old Nahid ripped 
through Pakistan’s top order, 
becoming the first Bangladeshi 
bowler to dismiss the opposi-

tion’s top five batters in an ODI 
innings.

Nahid removed Sahibzada 
Farhan (27), Shamyl Hussain 
(4), Maaz Sadaqat (18), Moham-
mad Rizwan (10) and Salman 
Agha (5) as Pakistan slumped 
to 69-5.

He was ably supported by 
captain Mehidy Hasan Miraz, 
who took 3-29 with his off-spin.

Senior quicks Taskin Ahmed 
and Mustafizur Rahman took 
one wicket each.

Number eight Faheem Ashraf 
offered brief resistance with 

his 37 before being dismissed 
by Mustafizur as Pakistan were 
eventually bowled out in 30.4 
overs. The performance marked 
a breakthrough in Nahid’s young 
ODI career since his debut in 
2024.

He had taken only five wick-
ets in his first five matches be-
fore producing the five-wicket 
haul in his sixth appearance.

Bangladesh’s Nahid Rana (L) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Pakistan’s Shamyl Hussain

Scorecard

Bangladesh 115 for 2 (Tanzid 67*) 
beat Pakistan 114 (Faheem 37, 
Farhan 27, Rana 5-24, Mehidy 3-29)
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