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Spring of Culture Festival set 
The latest season of the festival comes as part of BACA’s year-long celebrations of Bahrain’s achievements

TDT | Manama 

For the 14th consecutive 
year, the Spring of Culture 
Festival returns in a new 

cultural season full of activities 
that cater to various tastes, in-
terests and age groups and un-
derscore the Kingdom’s position 
as a leading regional and global 
cultural hub. 

As is in every year, the Spring 
of Cultural programme of activi-
ties that will be hosted by a broad 
range of local cultural, historical 
and architectural landmarks will 
commence on February 25 in con-
junction with Arab Tourism Day, 
an occasion which was adopted 

when Manama was the Capital of 
Arab Tourism in 2013 to mark the 
birthday of the great Arab travel-
ler Ibn Battuta.

Details of this season’s agenda 
were announced at a joint press 
conference organised yesterday 
at Al Hidaya Al Khalifiya School 
in Muharraq by the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture and An-
tiquities (BACA), Economic De-
velopment Board (EDB) and the 
Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa Centre for Culture and 
Research (SECCR), in collabora-
tion with Albareh Art Gallery and 
La Fontaine Centre for Contem-
porary Art. 

The latest season of the festival 

comes as part of BACA’s year-long 
celebrations of Bahrain’s achieve-
ments under the slogan “From 

Jubilee to Another”- A Year of 
Celebrations.

Attending the press conference 

were BACA President Shaikha Mai 
bint Mohammed Al Khalifa and 
EDB CEO Khalid Al Rumaihi, as 
well as several diplomats and 
ambassadors, festival sponsors, 
cultural personalities and media 
members.

Speaking on the occasion, Shai-
kha Mai said, “We announce the 
14th edition of the Spring of Cul-
ture from Al Hidaya Al Khalifiya 
School, a beacon which reflects 
Bahrain’s social, economic and cul-
tural advancements.”

“The school is one of the land-
marks of this year’s celebrations of 
our national achievements under 
the slogan ‘From One Jubilee to 
Another’- A Year of Celebrations, 

as this year marks its 100th anni-
versary,” she added.

She went on to note that the fes-
tival, which runs for more than 
two months, is a continuation of 
the nation’s journey of cultural 
achievements and meeting of civi-
lisations, with a full-fledged and di-
verse schedule of literary, musical, 
artistic, and theatrical activities.

Gold Sponsors of the 2019 
Spring of Culture include GFH Fi-
nancial Group, National Bank of 
Bahrain and Tamkeen and Batel-
co, while Silver Sponsors include 
ALBA, Bahrain Airport Company, 
Bahrain Duty Free, Bank of Bah-
rain and Kuwait, and Huawei, and 
supported by Gulf Air. 

Shaikha Mai speaks at the press conference. 

VAT seminar for unregistered businesses held 
TDT | Manama 

Key decision makers, including 
CFOs, heads of finance, chief ac-
countants and lawyers, gathered 

at the Downtown Rotana in Manama 
yesterday to discuss how they and their 
businesses should react to VAT, described 
by one seasoned observer as the single 
most significant change to have impacted 
Bahraini businesses in living memory.

Mubeen Khadir, who heads Keypoint’s 
tax practice, said that, while Bahrain’s larg-

est businesses are now largely registered 
for VAT, it was clear that the government, 
businesses and advisers were all going to 
have to work together if implementation 
was to be a success. 

“We saw in the UAE and Saudi that 
learning curves are steep and the con-
sequences of mistakes can be sizeable. 
Businesses large and small – as well as 
the National Bureau for Revenue and tax 
advisers like us – can all learn from what 
went well, and not so well, with their peers 

in other GCC countries – and also from the 
experiences of Bahrain’s largest business-
es over the last six weeks.”

Presenters  including Khadir and 
Chris Park, Raman Ohri and Tariq Haq, 
managers with Keypoint, discussed VAT 
fundamentals. At the seminar, Keypoint 
announced that its next seminar, aimed 
at larger businesses which had already 
registered for VAT, would be held towards 
the end of March, with submitting the first 
VAT return a key talking point. A session in progress at the seminar.


