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Gustav I of Sweden is crowned 
King of Sweden, rules for 37 
years, and becomes known as 
the “father of the nation”

Bayinnaung is crowned 
King of Burma, assembles 
the largest empire in the 
history of Southeast Asia

Yohannes IV is crowned Emperor of Ethi-
opia in Axum, 1st imperial coronation in 
Axum in over 200 years

Mahatma Gandhi 
begins his final 

fast
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I welcome the encour-
aging announcements 

by the Lebanese author-
ities to restore the State’s 
monopoly on weapons. 
This process must be 
pursued resolutely. The 
second phase of the plan 
will be a decisive step. 
he ceasefire agreement 
must be strictly respect-
ed by all parties. Leba-
non’s sovereignty must 
be fully restored.

@EmmanuelMacron

As the repression in-
tensifies, and the loss 

of innocent lives continue, 
we are monitoring the sit-
uation carefully. Europe 
stands with the people of 
Iran in their legitimate 
fight for freedom.

@vonderleyen

In many regions, the sit-
uation remains difficult 

after Russian strikes on 
our critical infrastructure. 
Energy workers and re-
pair crews are working 
around the clock to re-
store electricity, heat, and 
water supply for people.

@ZelenskyyUa

My thoughts turn to 
the situation cur-

rently unfolding in the 
Middle East, especially 
in Iran and Syria, where 
ongoing tensions contin-
ue to claim many lives. I 
hope and pray that di-
alogue and peace may 
be patiently nurtured in 
pursuit of the common 
good of the whole of so-
ciety. #PrayTogether

@Pontifex

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Israeli Foreign 
Minister Gideon Saar said 
yesterday  that Samoa will open 
an embassy in Jerusalem this 
year, a rare move as most foreign 
diplomatic missions to Israel are 
located in Tel Aviv. Samoa will become 
the eighth country to open its mission 
in Jerusalem, and the third from the 
Pacific region after Fiji and Papua New 
Guinea. “Just spoke with the Prime Minister 
of Samoa, La’auli Leuatea Schmidt. I thanked 
him for his moral decision to open an 
embassy in Jerusalem in 2026,” Saar wrote 
on X. “I also expressed our appreciation for 
Samoa’s consistent support for Israel in the multilateral arena,” he said, adding 
that he had invited the prime minister to visit Israel. The status of Jerusalem 
is one of the thorniest issues in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel annexed 
east Jerusalem after the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, in a move not recognised by the 
international community.

u Malaysia suspended access to Elon Musk’s 
chatbot Grok over AI-generated pornographic content, 
the country’s tech regulator said yesterday.  The 
decision follows global backlash after it emerged 
that Grok’s image creation feature allowed users to 
sexualise pictures of women and children using simple 

text prompts. On Saturday Indonesia became the first country to deny all access 
to the tool, which has been restricted to paying subscribers elsewhere. The 
Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission said in a statement it had 
“directed a temporary restriction on access to the Grok artificial intelligence for 
users in Malaysia” with immediate effect. When an AFP reporter in the Malaysian 
capital Kuala Lumpur fed Grok prompts on Sunday, there was no response. “This 
action follows repeated misuse of Grok to generate obscene, sexually explicit, 
indecent, grossly offensive and non-consensual 
manipulated images,” the regulator said.

u US and allied forces carried out “large-
scale” strikes against the Islamic State jihadist group 
in Syria on Saturday, the US military said, the latest 
response to an attack last month that killed three 
Americans. S Central Command (CENTCOM), which 
oversees American military forces in the region, said 
multiple strikes “targeted ISIS throughout Syria,” 
using an acronym for the jihadist group. ENTCOM’s 
post on X did not give specifics on where they took 
place. Grainy aerial video accompanying the post 
showed several separate explosions, apparently 
in rural areas. The strikes were part of Operation Hawkeye Strike, which was 
launched “in direct response to the deadly ISIS attack on US and Syrian forces in 
Palmyra,” CENTCOM said.

Malaysia 
suspends access 
to Musk’s Grok 

AI: regulator

US announces 
‘large-scale’ strikes 
against IS in Syria

Israel says Samoa 
to open embassy in 
Jerusalem

A Danish colony until 1953, 
Greenland gained home rule 
26 years later and is contem-
plating eventually loosening 

its ties with Denmark.

KNOW WHAT

Trump tells Cuba to ‘make 
a deal, before it is too late’

 Havana since 2000 has increasingly relied on Venezuelan oil 

• Trump threatens 
there will be ‘no more oil 
or money’ going to Cuba

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
urged Cuba yesterday to 
“make a deal” or face un-

specified consequences, warn-
ing that the flow of Venezuelan 
oil and money to Havana would 
now stop.

“THERE WILL BE NO 
MORE OIL OR MON-
EY GOING TO CUBA 
- ZERO!” Trump 
said on his Truth 
Social channel. “I 
strongly suggest 
they make a deal, 
BEFORE IT IS TOO 
LATE.”

His remarks 
come a week af-
ter US forces seized 
Ve n e z u e l a ’s  a u -
thoritarian leader 
Nicolas Maduro in a 
nighttime operation 
in Caracas that killed 
dozens of Venezuelan 
and Cuban security 
forces.

Earlier on Sunday 
Trump reposted a 
message suggest-
ing that US Secre-
tary of State Mar-
co Rubio could 
become the pres-

ident of now communist-ruled 
Cuba.

Trump shared that post with 
the comment: “Sounds good to 
me!”

In his own post soon after-
wards, Trump said that “Cuba 
lived, for many years, on large 
amounts of OIL and MONEY from 
Venezuela. In return, Cuba pro-
vided ‘Security Services’ for the 
last two Venezuelan dictators, 
BUT NOT ANYMORE!”

“Most of those Cubans are 
DEAD from last week’s U.S.A. 
attack, and Venezuela doesn’t 
need protection anymore from 
the thugs and extortionists who 
held them hostage for so many 
years.”

Under a US trade embargo, Ha-
vana since 2000 has 

increasingly relied 
on Venezuelan oil 
provided as part of 
a deal struck with 

Maduro’s pre-
decessor 
H u g o 
Chavez.

Rubio next 
Cuba leader
Washington, United States

President 
Donald 

T r u m p 
repost-
e d  a 

social media 
message on Sunday sug-
gesting that US Secretary 

of State Marco Rubio, 
born to Cuban immi-
grant parents, would 
become the next leader 

of Cuba.
Trump republished a 

Truth Social message from 
user Cliff Smith, posted on 
January 8, that read “Mar-
co Rubio will be president 
of Cuba,” accompanied by a 
crying laughing emoji.

Trump’s comment on the 
repost was “Sounds good to 
me!”

The largely unknown 
user, whose bio refers to 

him as a “conserva-
tive Californian” has 

less than 500 followers.
But shortly after Trump’s 

post, Cuban Foreign Min-
ister Bruno Rodriguez in-
sisted “right and justice 
are on Cuba’s side.”

The United States 
“behaves like an out-
of-control criminal 
hegemon that threat-
ens peace and security, 
not only in Cuba and 
this hemisphere, but 
throughout the entire 
world,” Rodriguez 
posted on X.

Iran protest death toll rises as alarm 
grows over crackdown ‘massacre’

Many protesters had been shot in the eyes in a deliberate tactic

• Rights group says 
at least 192 killed 
in Iran protests

• Israel calls on 
EU to label Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards 
‘terrorist organisation’

• Iran internet 
blackout has now lasted 
over 60 hours: monitor

• Videos allegedly 
showed relatives in 
a Tehran morgue 
identifying bodies 
of protesters

• Iran authorities 
make ‘significant’ 
arrests over protests: 
national police chief

• ‘Rioters’ must 
not disrupt Iranian 
society: President 
Pezeshkian on state TV

• Iran would 
target US military, 
shipping if attacked: 
parliament speaker

AFP | Paris, France

At least 192 protesters have 
been killed in Iran’s  big-
gest movement against 

the Islamic republic in more 
than three years, a rights group 
said yesterday, as warnings grew 
that authorities were commit-
ting a “massacre” to quell the 
demonstrations.

The protests, initially sparked 
by anger over the rising cost 
of living, have now become a 
movement against the theo-

cratic system in place in Iran 
since the 1979 revolution 
and have already lasted two  
weeks.

The mass rallies are one of 
the biggest challenges to the 
rule of supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, 86, coming in 
the wake of Israel’s 12-day war 
against the Islamic republic in 
June, which was backed by the 
United States.

Protests have swelled in re-
cent days despite an internet 
blackout that has lasted more 
than 60 hours, according to 
monitor Netblocks, with activ-
ists warning the shutdown was 
limiting the flow of information 
and the actual toll risks being 
far higher.

“Since the start of the protests, 
Iran Human Rights has con-
firmed the killing of at least 192 
protesters,” the Norway-based 
non-governmental organisation 
said, warning that the deaths 
“may be even more extensive 
than we currently imagine”.

Videos of large demonstra-
tions in the capital Tehran and 
other cities over the past three 
nights have filtered out despite 
the internet cut that has ren-
dered impossible normal com-
munication with the outside 
world via messaging apps or 
even phone lines.

Video verified by AFP showed 
large crowds taking to the streets 
in new protests on Saturday 
night in several Iranian cities in-
cluding Tehran and Mashhad in 
the east, where images showed 
vehicles set on fire.

Several circulating videos, 
which have not been verified by 
AFP, allegedly showed relatives 
in a Tehran morgue identifying 
bodies of protesters killed in the 
crackdown.

The US-based Center for Hu-
man Rights in Iran (CHRI) said 
it had received “eyewitness 
accounts and credible reports 
indicating that hundreds of pro-
testers have been killed across 
Iran during the current internet 

shutdown”.
“A massacre is unfolding in 

Iran. The world must act now 
to prevent further loss of life,” 
it said.

It said hospitals were “over-
whelmed”, blood supplies were 
running low and that many pro-
testers had been shot in the eyes 
in a deliberate tactic.

‘Shot in the eyes’
Iran’s security chief Ali Larija-

ni drew a line between protests 
over economic hardship, which 
he called “completely under-
standable”, and “riots”, accusing 
them of actions “very similar to 
the methods of terrorist groups”, 
Tasnim news agency reported.

Iran’s President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said “rioters” must 
not distrupt Iranian society.

“The people (of Iran) should 
not allow rioters to disrupt so-
ciety. The people should believe 
that we (the government) want 
to establish justice,” he told state 
broadcaster IRIB.

In Tehran, an AFP journalist 
described a city in a state of near 
paralysis.

The price of meat has nearly 
doubled since the start of the 
protests, and while some shops 
are open, many others are not.

Those that do open must close 
at around 4:00 or 5:00 pm, when 
security forces deploy in force.

 ‘Would hit back’
Iran’s parliament speaker Mo-

hammad Bagher Ghalibaf said 
Iran would hit back if the US 
launched military action.

“In the event of a military 
attack by the United States, 
both the occupied territo-
ry and centres of the US mili-
tary and shipping will be our 
legitimate targets,” he said in 
comments broadcast by state  
TV.

He was apparently also refer-
ring to Israel, which the Islamic 
republic does not recognise and 
considers occupied Palestinian 
territory.

This grab taken from UGC images posted on social media the same day shows Iranian security forces using tear gas to disperse protesters at the Tehran bazaar.

Saudi Arabia’s oldest man dies at 142 
after a life spanning country’s history

Agencies 

Saudi Arabia has lost its old-
est known man, Nasser bin 

Radan Al Rashid Al Wadaei, 
who passed away at the age of 
142, local media reported. He 
died in Riyadh, leaving behind 
a remarkable legacy of longev-
ity and devotion.  

Al Wadaei was born in the 
late 19th century in the Dhah-
ran Al Janoub area — years 
before the unification of the 
Kingdom — and lived through 
the reigns of Saudi Arabia’s 
rulers from the founder, King 
Abdulaziz, to the current sov-
ereign, King Salman. His life 
thus spanned more than a 
century of profound political, 
social and economic transfor-
mations in the country.  

His funeral was held in 
Dhahran Al Janoub, in the 
southern region, and was at-
tended by more than 7,000 

people, a testament to his deep 
standing in the community. 
He was then laid to rest in his 
home village of Al Rashid.  

According to family ac-
counts and local reporting, 
Al Wadaei was known for his 
strong religious devotion. He 
is said to have performed the 
Hajj pilgrimage more than 40 
times, an unusual feat reflect-
ing both his faith and physical 
resilience.   He also had an ex-
ceptionally large family: he is 
survived by 134 children and 
grandchildren. Reports indi-
cate that he married for the 
last time at the age of 110 and 
subsequently had a daughter.  

News of his passing at-
tracted widespread attention 
across Saudi social media, 
where many users described 
him as a symbol of faith, re-
silience and living memory of 
more than a century of Saudi 
history.

Nasser bin Radan Al Rashid Al Wadaei

Germany, Sweden warn Trump 
over new Greenland threats

AFP | Berlin, Germany

Germany and Sweden on 
Sunday pushed back as US 

President Donald Trump again 
suggested using force to seize the 
self-governing Danish territory 
of Greenland.

The US general who is NATO’s 
supreme commander in Eu-
rope said meanwhile that the 
military alliance was having 
“healthy” talks on Greenland’s  
importance.

Swedish Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson condemned US 

“threatening rhetoric” after 
Trump repeated that Washing-
ton was “going to do something 
on Greenland, whether they like 
it or not”.

“On the contrary, the United 
States should thank Denmark, 
which over the years has been a 
very loyal ally,” Kristersson said 
at a conference on Swedish de-
fence.

“Sweden, the Nordic countries, 
the Baltic states, and several ma-
jor European countries stand to-

gether with our Danish friends,” 
he said.

Kristersson stressed a US take-
over of the mineral-rich Arctic 
territory would be “a violation 
of international law and risks 
encouraging other countries to 
act in exactly the same way”.

“It is a dangerous path to take,” 
he added.

No ‘immediate threat’
Meanwhile, Germany reiterat-

ed its support for Denmark and 
Greenland ahead of meetings in 

Washington on Monday.
Before talks with US Secretary 

of State Marco Rubio, German 
Foreign Minister Johann Wa-
dehpul will stop Sunday in Rey-
kjavik to address the “strategic 
challenges of the Far North”, ac-
cording to the foreign ministry 
statement.

“The legitimate interests of all 
NATO Allies, as well as those of 
the inhabitants of the (Arctic) 
region, must be at the centre of 
our discussions,” Wadehpul said 
in the statement.

“It is clear that it is exclusively 
up to Greenland and Denmark to 
decide questions of Greenland’s 
territory and sovereignty,” he 
previously told Germany’s Bild 
daily.

NATO Supreme Allied Com-
mander General Alexus Gryn-
kewich told the Swedish de-
fence conference that alliance 
members were having talks on 
Greenland’s future. The US gen-
eral added that while there was 
“no immediate threat” to NATO 
territory, the Arctic’s strategic 
importance is fast growing.

The motorcade of US Vice President JD Vance travels through the US military’s 
Pituffik Space Base in Greenland (file)

Israel army issues evacuation warning 
for Lebanon village ahead of strikes

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli army issued an 
evacuation warning on Sun-

day for the village of Kafr Hatta 
in southern Lebanon ahead of 
air strikes on Hezbollah targets 
in the area.

“The IDF (army) will soon, and 
once again, strike terrorist Hez-
bollah military infrastructure in 
the village, in order to address 
the prohibited attempts it is 
making to rebuild its activities 
there,” Arabic-language spokes-
man Colonel Avichay Adraee 
wrote on X.

“We urge residents of the 
area... you are located near a 

compound used by Hezbollah. 
For your safety, you must evac-
uate it immediately and move 
at least 300 metres (980 feet) 
away. Remaining in the marked 
area puts your lives at risk,” the 
warning said.

The Lebanese army said 
Thursday that it had completed 
disarming Hezbollah south of 
the Litani river, the first phase of 
a nationwide plan. Kafr Hatta is 
located north of the river.

Earlier on Sunday, the Israeli 
army announced in a statement 
that it had carried out strikes 
against what it said was Hezbol-
lah infrastructure in other areas 
of south Lebanon “in response 

to Hezbollah’s continuous vio-
lations of the ceasefire under-
standings.”

Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency reported “a se-
ries of violent Israeli strikes” 
on Jezzine, Mahmudiyeh and 
Al-Dimasqiyeh, as well as “more 
than 10 strikes” on Al-Bureij, all 
in southern Lebanon.

Under heavy US pressure and 
amid fears of expanded Israeli 
strikes, Lebanon has commit-
ted to disarming the, which was 
badly weakened after more than 
a year of hostilities including 
two months of all-out war that 
ended with a November 2024 
ceasefire with Israel.

A French peacekeeper of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
stands by munitions formerly used by Iran-backed Hezbollah at a position that 
was held by the group in the Khraibeh Valley in el-Meri in south Lebanon

The United States 
“behaves like an out-of-

control criminal hegemon 
that threatens peace and 
security, not only in Cuba 
and this hemisphere, but 

throughout the entire 
world,” Rodriguez posted 

on X.


