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Kelly Clarkson

cried during her
talk show’s return to
air on Monday.

The season seven
premiere episode
marked the Breaka-
way hitmaker’s first
appearance on screen

since her ex-husband
Brandon Blackstock
died of cancer last
month and the 43-year-
old star couldn’t hold
back her emotions as
she spoke to a group
of bus drivers who
helped rescue chil-
dren during the deadly
flash floods in Texas in
July.
Kelly could be seen wip-
Kelly Clarkson

ing away tears as Kerrville school
district superintendent Dr. Brent
Ringo discussed the impact the
flooding - which killed 135 and
left more missing - had on the
community.

He said: “We activated our
emergency operations plan in
Kerrville 1sD, and [sent] the text
message out, ‘Anyone that can
drive a bus?’

“A bus driver, a coach, high
school principal, our middle
school assistant principal, assis-
tant superintendents — within 10,
15 minutes [we] had a response
that they were on the way.”

Some of the drivers then ap-
peared on stage, including a teach-
er named Amanda who broke
down as she recalled her expe-
rience picking up children from
Camp Mystic, where 27 girls and
counsellors were killed.

She said: “We took them to the

Kelly Clarkson emotional
on talk show return

reunification process — basically
triage, they’re make sure every-
body was okay.

“And they really had to take
pictures to see what kids we
had, because parents obvious-
ly were just in complete shock,
they didn’t know what kids we
had.

“It was awesome to see all the
parents reunited with their kids.
The hardest part was when the
last kid got off your bus and the
parents just asked, ‘Was that it?’
So it’s hard.”

Kelly wiped her eyes with a tis-
sue and said: “And looking at the
parents, I can’t..”

As she tailed off, Amanda re-
plied: “Yeah, it’s awful”

Kelly cried again when an-
other driver, Geri, told how her
young passengers comforted
one another by singing Christian
songs.
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Renee Zellweger bonded with Ant An-
stead over their shared love of cars.

The couple met four years ago when
the Hollywood actress was a guest on
Ant’s TV show Celebrity 10U Joyride and

he’s admitted seeing Renee, 56,
welding helped win him over
because he discovered she’s

a “hands-on car girl”.

Ant, 46, told Hello! mag-
azine: “One of the many,
many things that attracts

me to Ren is that she’s
ahands-on car girl. It’s
really cool that we met
on a car show.

{ “She welded - T
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Renee Zellweger and with Ant Anstead

mean, how cool is that?”

Ant’s latest TV project - the second se-
ries of Born Mechanic - shows him restor-
ing old cars which he’s selling to fund the
restoration of an old farmhouse which

Renee with taking charge of plans for the
house because she’s “very, very good at
designing”.

He added: “She’s been a big influence
on that; she’s very, very good at designing.
So, ’'m obviously going to take advice from
the person who’s way better at houses
than I am.

“T am constantly being advised, because
she’s the greatest human I’ve ever met.”

The couple have been together since
2021 and they were previously rumoured
to be engaged but the reports was later
confirmed to be untrue.

Ant previously explained that he and
Renee were taking their relationship “one
day at a time” and he wants to keep their
romance as private as possible.

Pop star Rita Ora
wins planning battle
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R;ta Ora has secured plan-
ing permission to build

a controversial gym at her
mansion.

The 34-year-old pop star
has overcome protests from
numerous residents and lo-
cal groups to secure official
permission to build the gym
at her London home.

A source told The Sun
newspaper: “Rita has no
intention of disturbing
the peace in her neighbor-
hood and has gone about
everything in the proper
manner. She wouldn’t have
got permission from the
council if she was violat-
ing any planning rules.”

Rita - who bought the
property four years ago -
hopes to build a garden
room, which will be
used as a gym,
and will sit g
30 metres |
from the |}
house.

However,
the plans
have an-
gered some
of her
neigh-
bors,
who fear
that it
could
be a
distur-
bance and
impact an-
imals living
in the area.

One com-
plaint reads:
“Residents
who chose
this area for

Rita Ora
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its tranquillity should not be
forced to live with artificial
lighting, amplified sound or
loss of privacy.

“Although acoustic insula-
tion is mentioned, the inclu-
sion of bifold doors suggests
that music and voice projec-
tion could occur at any hour.

“The neighboring prop-
erty has a strict rule pro-
hibiting large gatherings or
parties, adopted precisely to
preserve peace and respect
among neighbors.

“This proposal under-

mines that shared
understand-
ing and
carries the
potential
to generate
conflict,
complaints
and even
legal dis-
putes.”

mily Blunt has branded
Al-generated actress Tilly
Norwood “terrifying”.
Newly-launched AT talent stu-
dio Xicoia have created the digi-
tal performer, with Eline Van der
Velden unveiling the project at the
Zurich Film Festival and it already
attracting interest from talent
agents, and the Smashing Ma-
chine actress is horrified by the
prospect.
Emily Blunt

Shown a report on Tilly, Emily
told Variety: “Does it disappoint me?
I don’t know how to quite answer
it, other than to say how terrifying
this is.

“No, are you serious? That’s an
AI? Good Lord, we’re screwed.
That is really, really scary, Come on,
agencies, don’t do that. Please stop.
Please stop taking away our human
connection.”

The 42-year-old actress noted
Tilly was designed to resemble a
composite of familiar stars and was

told she was designed as “the next
Scarlett Johansson”.

She replied: “But we have Scarlett
Johansson.”

Emily isn’t the only Hollywood
critic of the project.

Scream actress Melissa Barre-
ra has branded the arrival of Tilly
“grOSS”.

She posted an Instagram Sto-
ry about the news and captioned
it: “Hope all actors repped by the
agent that does this, drop their
a$$. How gross, read the room.

(sic)”

Matilda star Mara Wilson was
equally horrified.

She posted: “And what about the
hundreds of living young women
whose faces were composited to-
gether to make her? You couldn’t
hire any of them?”

Whoopi Goldberg blasted the idea
on The View and insisted the A1
model would have an “unfair advan-
tage” - but noted the technology isn’t
yet “seamless” enough for them to
pass as human.

Yesterday’s solution

Across

1- Prayer ender; 5- Lewd look; 9- Gorillas, chimpanzees and orangutans; 13- Nintendo rival;
14- Metallic mixture; 16- River to the Ubangi; 17- __ the finish; 18- Flavor; 19- Mouse catcher;
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29- Singer; 33- Brewer’s need; 34- Record with a VCR; 35- Spoollike toy; 36- West end?; 37-
Governed; 38- __the season...; 39- Evening, informally; 41- Oil of _; 42- Black-wooded tree;

44- Shaped like a bagel topping; 46- Like some vbs.; 47- Coarse file; 48- “Not guilty,” e.g;

49- Broom room; 52- Chat room chuckle; 53- Apple computer; 57- Per person; 58- Fencing
blades; 60- Letterman rival; 61- Roman emperor after Galba; 62- __-car; 63- Sharon of

“Boston Public”; 64- Ammo; 65- __-hitsy; 66- Bluesy James;
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Down

1- Home to most people; 2- List from which to choose; 3- Crikey!; 4- Indigenous inhabitants;
5- Up-to-the-minute; 6- Overjoy; 7- “Born Free” lion; 8- Balderdash; 9- Postmortem

How to play

Place a number in the empty boxes in such
away that each row across, each column
down and each 9-box square contains all
of the numbers from one to nine.

examination; 10- Llama land; 11- Flair; 12- Equinox mo.; 15- Longed for; 23- Russian fighter;

25- Picnic pest; 26- Inane; 27- Hawk's home; 28- Talks wildly; 29- Cobb, e.g; 30- From head
_; 31- Giving the once-over; 32- Optimistic; 33- Cravings; 34- Cup-shaped flower; 37- Cock;

40- Hearing distance; 42- Before, in poems; 43- Blind system of writing; 45- Ginnie _;

46- You got that right!; 48- Writers of verse; 49- Corp. bigwigs; 50- Plaster backing; 51-
Cuatro doubled; 52- Fast period; 54- Run into; 55- Med. school class; 56- Soft drink choice;

59- Architect LM,;

20- BMW competitor; 21- Airport abbr.; 22- Quantity; 24- Urn; 26- Faucet fault; 27- _ weall?;

Yesterday’s solution
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