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Quake struck
off Mindanao

@® Miners trapped
after tunnel collapse

More than 100
aftershocks recorded

AFP | Mati

wo powerful quakes

I struck off the southern

Philippines yesterday,

killing at least eight people and
triggering tsunami warnings.

The biggest of the quakes, with
a magnitude of 74, hit about 20
kilometres (12 miles) off Manay
town in the Mindanao region
just before 10 am (0100 GMT),
according to the United States
Geological Survey.

An aftershock with a mag-
nitude of 6.7 rocked the same
area almost 10 hours later, one of
scores that followed the morning
quake.

Both came 11 days after a mag-
nitude 6.9 earthquake killed 75
people and injured more than
1,200 in Cebu province in the
central Philippines, according to
official data.

Three miners tunnelling for
gold were killed when a shaft col-
lapsed in the mountains west of
Manay during the larger quake,
rescue official Kent Simeon of
Pantukan town said.

One miner was pulled out alive
and several others were injured
in the remote hamlet of Guma-
yan, he said.

“Some tunnels collapsed, but
the miners managed to get out,”
Simeon said.

One person was killed in Mati
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Employees at a shopping mall gather outside the building in Davao City

city when a wall collapsed, while
two others suffered fatal heart at-
tacks, city disaster official Char-
lemagne Bagasol told AFP.

Another person was crushed
by falling debris in Davao city,
more than 100 kilometres west of
the epicentre, police said.

A third heart attack victim died
in the town of Montevista, pro-
vincial disaster official Ednar
Dayanghirang told reporters.

Philippine authorities issued
tsunami warnings shortly after
the morning quake as well as for
the early evening one, ordering
evacuations along the eastern
seaboard, though no big waves
had been monitored.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center lifted its own alert for the
Philippines, Palau and Indonesia
at around noon.

trong aftershock triggered tsunami warnings th

‘People screamed and ran’

Wes Caasi, an official in Tagum
city, northwest of Manay, told
AFP that a government event at
the city hall descended into cha-
os as panicked attendees fled.
“They screamed and ran.”

Caasi said she saw city workers
scrambling down a metal Christ-
mas tree they were decorating
outside the bulding when the
first quake struck.

Nice Eugenio from Tagum city
told AFP the strong aftershock
knocked out power in her neigh-
bourhood.

“It lasted only a few seconds,
but (it) was very strong. I felt
like T was going to faint from
nervousness,” she said.

A plane that had just landed
in Davao city was shaken by the
aftershock, which prevented pas-
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sengers from disembarking im-
mediately, an AFP photographer
on board said.

AFP journalists later saw Davao
residents queueing for fuel at
crowded petrol stations at night.

Witnesses and officials said the
quakes appeared to have caused
only minor damage, while the
Philippine seismology office said
it had recorded more than 300
aftershocks.

There were no reports of col-
lapsed buildings but “there were
landslides and our bridges ex-
hibited cracks”, Davao Orien-
tal provincial governor Nelson
Dayanghirang told the ABS-CBN
network.

“Some buildings were dam-
aged,” he said.

More than 200 patients were
evacuated from the Manay dis-

Eight killed as powerful quake
strikes southern Philippines

Magnitude-7.4 tremor and s at were later lifted

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The quake struck just
11 days after another
magnitude-6.9 tremor
in a different part
of the Philippines
killed 75 people,
compounding the
region’s disaster
response efforts

trict hospital, where tents were
set up outside to shelter them
after the building’s foundations
cracked, Dayanghirang said.

Classes were suspended and
non-essential workers were sent
home, the provincial government
said on Facebook.

‘Shaking was so strong’

Christine Sierte, a teacher in
Compostela town, said violent
shaking started when she was
in an online meeting, and the
ceilings of some buildings later
fell though no one was injured.

“It was very slow at first, then
it got stronger... That’s the long-
est time of my life. We weren’t
able to walk out of the building
immediately because the shaking
was so strong,” she said.

Earthquakes are a near-daily
occurrence in the Philippines,
which is situated on the Pacif-
ic “Ring of Fire”, an arc of in-
tense seismic activity stretch-
ing from Japan through South-
east Asia and across the Pacific
basin.

Russian attack batters Ukraine energy grid, kills

Russian attack
hit nine regions

® Power cutto
thousands

Kyiv districts
suffered blackouts

AFP | Kyiv

Russian drones and missiles
pummelled Ukraine’s strug-
gling energy infrastructure ear-
ly yesterday, cutting power to
thousands across the country
and killing a seven-year-old boy,
authorities said.

The Russian attack, which
combined hundreds of drones
and nearly three dozen missiles,
disrupted power supplies in nine
regions and plunged entire dis-
tricts of Kyiv into darkness.

AFP journalists in the capital
heard several loud explosions
overnight and experienced

Ukrainian policemen stand in front of a damaged residential building

blackouts and water supply dis-
ruptions in different parts of the
city.

Workers restored power to
around 270,000 households in
Kyiv by the afternoon, but parts
of the east and south of the coun-

try remained cut off, according to
Ukraine’s energy minister.
“Around 3 am, we heard a ter-
rible rumbling. All the windows
in the apartment were com-
pletely shattered,” Kyiv resident
Yevgeniya Charchiyan said after

The Ukrainian Air
Force reported the
Russian barrage
comprised a massive
465 drones and 32
missiles, though they
managed to shoot
down a high number:
405 drones and 15

missiles

the strikes.

“Thank God there was no fire,
everyone is alive and well, but
the apartment is currently unin-
habitable,” she added.

Another resident, Vikto-
ria, said that she was expect-
ing a “difficult” winter and had
stocked up on power banks.

7-year-old

“It’s impossible to get used to
this,” she said.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky called Russia’s lat-
est strikes a “cynical and calcu-
lated attack”, and urged allies to
respond with concrete measures.

Diplomatic efforts to end the
three-and-a-half-year war have
stalled in recent months.

At least 214 civilians were
killed across the country in Sep-
tember, UN rights monitors said
in a report published yesterday.

The Kremlin has escalated
aerial attacks on Ukrainian en-
ergy facilities and rail systems
over recent weeks, building on
earlier bombing campaigns over
the previous three winters that
left millions without heating in
frigid temperatures.

Russia said its forces had hit
energy sites supplying power to
Ukraine’s defence industry.

The Ukrainian air force said
the Russian barrage comprised
465 drones and 32 missiles, add-
ing that 405 drones and 15 mis-
siles were downed.
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Excellent discussion
as always with a true
humanitarian at @KSRe-
lief Headquarters in Ri-
yadh. Thank you Dr. Al
Rabeeah for your wisdom,
knowledge and support.
@UNOCHA parternship
with @KSRelief_EN is crit-
ical to millions of people
throughout the world.
@UNReliefChief

ongratulations to @
MariaCorinaYA on the
well-deserved 2025 No-
bel Peace Prize, awarded
for her efforts to promote
a peaceful, democratic
solution to the conflict
in Venezuela. I hope this
recognition will help fos-
ter dialogue and the full
restoration of democracy
and freedoms.
@JosepBorrellF

Mental health is an
integral part of our
physical health. For too
long, it has been left in the
shadows of humanitarian
settings. Let us contin-
ue to strive to reach the
most fragile places, for the
people who need it most.
#WorldMentalHealthDay

@AminaJMohammed
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his #WorldMental-
HealthDay, we’re re-
launching the @World-
Bank Group Better To-
gether Strategy—renew-
ing our commitment to a
resilient, psychologically
safe workplace. With
leaders and mental health
champions on stage, we’re
building systems that sup-
port well-being for all.
@AxelvT_WB

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
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