
Russian attack batters Ukraine energy grid, kills 7-year-old
• Russian attack 
hit nine regions

• Power cut to 
thousands

• Kyiv districts 
suffered blackouts

AFP | Kyiv

Russian drones and missiles 
pummelled Ukraine’s strug-

gling energy infrastructure ear-
ly yesterday, cutting power to 
thousands across the country 
and killing a seven-year-old boy, 
authorities said.

The Russian attack, which 
combined hundreds of drones 
and nearly three dozen missiles, 
disrupted power supplies in nine 
regions and plunged entire dis-
tricts of Kyiv into darkness.

AFP journalists in the capital 
heard several loud explosions 
overnight and experienced 

blackouts and water supply dis-
ruptions in different parts of the 
city.

Workers restored power to 
around 270,000 households in 
Kyiv by the afternoon, but parts 
of the east and south of the coun-

try remained cut off, according to 
Ukraine’s energy minister.

“Around 3 am, we heard a ter-
rible rumbling. All the windows 
in the apartment were com-
pletely shattered,” Kyiv resident 
Yevgeniya Charchiyan said after 

the strikes.
“Thank God there was no fire, 

everyone is alive and well, but 
the apartment is currently unin-
habitable,” she added.

Another resident,  Vikto-
ria, said that she was expect-
ing a “difficult” winter and had 
stocked up on power banks.

“It’s impossible to get used to 
this,” she said.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky called Russia’s lat-
est strikes a “cynical and calcu-
lated attack”, and urged allies to 
respond with concrete measures.

Diplomatic efforts to end the 
three-and-a-half-year war have 
stalled in recent months.

At least 214 civilians were 
killed across the country in Sep-
tember, UN rights monitors said 
in a report published yesterday.

The Kremlin has escalated 
aerial attacks on Ukrainian en-
ergy facilities and rail systems 
over recent weeks, building on 
earlier bombing campaigns over 
the previous three winters that 
left millions without heating in 
frigid temperatures.

Russia said its forces had hit 
energy sites supplying power to 
Ukraine’s defence industry.

The Ukrainian air force said 
the Russian barrage comprised 
465 drones and 32 missiles, add-
ing that 405 drones and 15 mis-
siles were downed.

Venezuela’s Machado 
wins Nobel Peace Prize
Opposition leader praised for courage and fight to restore democracy in Venezuela

• Hailed as symbol 
of civilian courage

• Machado is 
currently in hiding

• Dedicates award to 
Venezuelans, Trump

AFP | Oslo

The Nobel Peace Prize was 
awarded yesterday to Vene-

zuelan opposition leader Maria 
Corina Machado, who accepted 
the accolade in hiding in the 
country described by the Nobel 
jury as a “brutal” state.

Machado, the democracy 
activist who challenged Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro in last 
year’s elections, has become 
a “unifying” figure in Ven-
ezuela, the jury said. She 
has refused to leave despite 
threats against 
her life.

She dedicat-
ed her award 
to the Vene-
zuelan people 
and to US Pres-
ident Donald 
Trump, who 
had coveted 
it himself, as 
Washington 
steps up its 
pressure on 
Maduro’s gov-
ernment.

“More than 
ever we count 
on President 
T r u m p,”  s h e 
wrote on X, citing 
his “decisive support 
of our cause”.

T h e  5 8 - y e a r- o l d 
told Nobel Institute di-
rector Kristian Berg 
Harpvikenshe she was 

confident the opposition would 
secure a peaceful transition to 
democracy in Venezuela.

“I’m sure that we will prevail,” 
she said in the call, which was 
filmed and posted to X.

Machado, in hiding for the 
past year, is “one of the most 
extraordinary ex-
a m p l e s 
of ci-
vil-

i a n 
cour-
age in 
L a t -
i n 

America in recent times”, said 
Nobel Committee chair Jorgen 
Watne Frydnes.

“Despite serious threats 
against her life, she has remained 
in the country, a choice that has 
inspired millions.”

Rumours have circulated on 
social networks that she is shel-
tering at the US embassy.

Venezuelan opposition figure-
head Edmundo Gonzalez Urru-
tia, who lives in exile in Spain, 
hailed her win as “a well-de-
served recognition of the long 
struggle of a woman and an en-
tire people for freedom and de-
mocracy”.

 Rock star popularity 
Machado was the opposi-

tion’s presidential candidate 
for Venezuela’s 2024 elec-
tions, but Maduro’s govern-
ment blocked her candidacy.

She then backed 
t h e  re l u c t a n t , 
l i t t l e - k n o w n 
e x - d i p l o m a t 
G o n z a l e z 
Urrutia as her 
stand-in, ac-
companying 
him on ral-
lies where 
s h e  w a s 
welcomed 
like a rock 
star.

M a -
d u r o 

claimed 
electoral 

victory, but 
the European 

Union and nu-
merous countries 
have recognised 

Gonzalez Urrutia 
as Venezuela’s pres-
ident-elect.

An engineer by 
training, Caracas-born 

Machado entered politics in 
2002 at the head of the associ-
ation Sumate (Join us), pushing 
for a referendum to recall Ma-
duro’s mentor, the late socialist 
leader Hugo Chavez.

The call led to treason accusa-
tions and death threats, prompt-
ing her to send her three children 
to live abroad.

The committee said it was 
aware Machado might not be 
able to attend the Oslo ceremony 
on December 10.

“We always hope to have the 
laureate with us in Oslo, but this 
is a serious security situation 
which needs to be handled first,” 
Frydnes told reporters.

The United States has in recent 
weeks carried out strikes off Ven-
ezuelan shores in international 
waters, claiming to act against 
drug smugglers.

Washington accuses Maduro 
of leading a drug cartel, and does 
not recognise him as the coun-
try’s legitimate leader.

Machado and Gonzalez Urru-
tia have backed US military pres-
sure on the regime as a “neces-
sary measure” towards the “res-
toration of popular sovereignty”.

Eight killed as powerful quake 
strikes southern Philippines

Magnitude-7.4 tremor and strong aftershock triggered tsunami warnings that were later lifted

• Quake struck 
off Mindanao

• Miners trapped 
after tunnel collapse

• More than 100 
aftershocks recorded

AFP | Mati

Two powerful  quakes 
struck off the southern 
Philippines yesterday, 

killing at least eight people and 
triggering tsunami warnings.

The biggest of the quakes, with 
a magnitude of 7.4, hit about 20 
kilometres (12 miles) off Manay 
town in the Mindanao region 
just before 10 am (0100 GMT), 
according to the United States 
Geological Survey.

An aftershock with a mag-
nitude of 6.7 rocked the same 
area almost 10 hours later, one of 
scores that followed the morning 
quake.

Both came 11 days after a mag-
nitude 6.9 earthquake killed 75 
people and injured more than 
1,200 in Cebu province in the 
central Philippines, according to 
official data.

Three miners tunnelling for 
gold were killed when a shaft col-
lapsed in the mountains west of 
Manay during the larger quake, 
rescue official Kent Simeon of 
Pantukan town said.

One miner was pulled out alive 
and several others were injured 
in the remote hamlet of Guma-
yan, he said.

“Some tunnels collapsed, but 
the miners managed to get out,” 
Simeon said.

One person was killed in Mati 

city when a wall collapsed, while 
two others suffered fatal heart at-
tacks, city disaster official Char-
lemagne Bagasol told AFP.

Another person was crushed 
by falling debris in Davao city, 
more than 100 kilometres west of 
the epicentre, police said.

A third heart attack victim died 
in the town of Montevista, pro-
vincial disaster official Ednar 
Dayanghirang told reporters.

Philippine authorities issued 
tsunami warnings shortly after 
the morning quake as well as for 
the early evening one, ordering 
evacuations along the eastern 
seaboard, though no big waves 
had been monitored.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center lifted its own alert for the 
Philippines, Palau and Indonesia 
at around noon.

 ‘People screamed and ran’ 
Wes Caasi, an official in Tagum 

city, northwest of Manay, told 
AFP that a government event at 
the city hall descended into cha-
os as panicked attendees fled. 
“They screamed and ran.”

Caasi said she saw city workers 
scrambling down a metal Christ-
mas tree they were decorating 
outside the bulding when the 
first quake struck.

Nice Eugenio from Tagum city 
told AFP the strong aftershock 
knocked out power in her neigh-
bourhood.

“It lasted only a few seconds, 
but (it) was very strong. I felt 
like I was going to faint from 
nervousness,” she said.

A plane that had just landed 
in Davao city was shaken by the 
aftershock, which prevented pas-

sengers from disembarking im-
mediately, an AFP photographer 
on board said.

AFP journalists later saw Davao 
residents queueing for fuel at 
crowded petrol stations at night.

Witnesses and officials said the 
quakes appeared to have caused 
only minor damage, while the 
Philippine seismology office said 
it had recorded more than 300 
aftershocks.

There were no reports of col-
lapsed buildings but “there were 
landslides and our bridges ex-
hibited cracks”, Davao Orien-
tal provincial governor Nelson 
Dayanghirang told the ABS-CBN 
network.

“Some buildings were dam-
aged,” he said.

More than 200 patients were 
evacuated from the Manay dis-

trict hospital, where tents were 
set up outside to shelter them 
after the building’s foundations 
cracked, Dayanghirang said.

Classes were suspended and 
non-essential workers were sent 
home, the provincial government 
said on Facebook.

 ‘Shaking was so strong’ 
Christine Sierte, a teacher in 

Compostela town, said violent 
shaking started when she was 
in an online meeting, and the 
ceilings of some buildings later 
fell though no one was injured.

“It was very slow at first, then 
it got stronger... That’s the long-
est time of my life. We weren’t 
able to walk out of the building 
immediately because the shaking 
was so strong,” she said.

Earthquakes are a near-daily 
occurrence in the Philippines, 
which is situated on the Pacif-
ic “Ring of Fire”, an arc of in-
tense seismic activity stretch-
ing from Japan through South-
east Asia and across the Pacific  
basin.

Arc de Trump? New monument 
model sits on US president’s desk

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
is no stranger to ambitious 

construction projects but 
could he be eyeing one of his 
biggest yet?.

A mock-up of a triumphal 
arch sat on Trump’s Resolute 
Desk in the Oval Office as he 
met Finnish President Alex 
Stubb on Thursday.

The plan, featuring small 
models on a map, shows the 
arch sitting on a traffic circle 
near Arlington Cemetery, on 
the other side of the Potomac 
River from the white marble 
Lincoln Memorial.

A second, larger model arch 
sat on the desk, on which de-
tails could be seen more clear-
ly, including a winged golden 
angel holding aloft a torch, 
flanked by two white eagles 
on either side.

Both models resembled the 
famed Arc de Triomphe in Par-
is, which was commissioned 
by the French emperor Na-
poleon in the early 19th cen-
tury to commemorate fallen 
soldiers during his military 
campaigns.

The White House did not 

immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment on the plan.

But the “Donald Trump for 
President” Facebook page, 
which has more than six mil-
lion followers, posted a draw-
ing in September with a vir-
tually identical design in the 
same spot, linking it to cele-
brations for the 250th anni-
versary of US independence 
next year.

Since returning to power 
in January, former real estate 
developer Trump, 79, has en-
thusiastically embarked on a 
series of renovation and build-
ing projects.

For example, he has covered 
the walls of the previously 
spartan Oval Office with gold, 
paintings and ornaments.

And he once interrupted a 
meeting to wax lyrical about 
the changes he had made to 
the White House Cabinet 
Room, including a long aside 
about the new drapes.

He is also building a huge 
ballroom next to the White 
House, a model of which ap-
peared to be on Trump’s desk 
in a photo shared by his Dep-
uty Chief of Staff Dan Scavino 
on Wednesday.

TO GIVE WITHOUT ANY REWARD, 
OR ANY NOTICE, HAS A SPECIAL 
QUALITY OF ITS OWN
ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH
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Mental health is an 
integral part of our 

physical health. For too 
long, it has been left in the 
shadows of humanitarian 
settings. Let us contin-
ue to strive to reach the 
most fragile places, for the 
people who need it most. 
#WorldMentalHealthDay

@AminaJMohammed

This #WorldMental-
HealthDay, we’re re-

launching the @World-
Bank Group Better To-
gether Strategy—renew-
ing our commitment to a 
resilient, psychologically 
safe workplace. With 
leaders and mental health 
champions on stage, we’re 
building systems that sup-
port well-being for all.

@AxelVT_WB

Congratulations to @
MariaCorinaYA on the 

well-deserved 2025 No-
bel Peace Prize, awarded 
for her efforts to promote 
a peaceful, democratic 
solution to the conflict 
in Venezuela. I hope this 
recognition will help fos-
ter dialogue and the full 
restoration of democracy 
and freedoms.

@JosepBorrellF

Excellent discussion 
as always with a true 

humanitarian at @KSRe-
lief Headquarters in Ri-
yadh. Thank you Dr. Al 
Rabeeah for your wisdom, 
knowledge and support. 
@UNOCHA parternship 
with @KSRelief_EN is crit-
ical to millions of people 
throughout the world.

@UNReliefChief

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Former Philippines 
president Rodrigo 
Duterte, charged with 

crimes against humanity, will remain in 
custody after the International Criminal 
Court yesterday rejected a request from 
his defence team for release on medical 
grounds. ICC judges ruled that Duterte posed 
a flight risk and could be in a position to 
influence witnesses if freed, arguing that this 
outweighed any medical problems suffered 

by the 80-year-old. “The Chamber finds that Mr Duterte’s detention continues to 
remain necessary,” the ICC said in a heavily redacted ruling dated October 10.

 u Japan’s ruling coalition 
collapsed yesterday as junior partner 
Komeito quit the alliance, putting in 
peril Sanae Takaichi’s bid to become the 
country’s first woman prime minister. 
Takaichi became head of the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) less than a week 
ago and had been expected to be approved 
by parliament as premier this month. But 
Komeito’s decision to end the alliance that 
has governed Japan almost uninterrupted 
for 25 years sank Japan into a new political crisis.

 u A federal 
judge on Thursday 
ordered a temporary 

halt to President Donald Trump’s deployment 
of hundreds of National Guard troops in the 
Chicago area as part of his sweeping crime and 
immigration crackdown. Trump’s administration 
has argued the troops are necessary to protect 
immigration agents and facilities in America’s third 

largest city, falsely depicting it as a “war zone.” But local Democratic officials have 
said police and other law enforcement are perfectly sufficient, while arguing that 
Trump is purposefully provoking protests with its heavy handed operations.

ICC rejects release bid from ex-
Philippines president Duterte

Judge halts Trump’s Chicago troop 
deployment as Portland decision looms

Japan in political crisis 
as coalition collapses

A plan for an arch across from the Lincoln Memorial is seen on Resolute Desk

Machado learned of 
her Nobel win in a 
midnight call from 

Oslo, telling the 
committee she was 
“just one person” 

and the honour truly 
belonged to “the 

people of Venezuela.”

KNOW WHAT

1138 1634 1737 1945
Earthquake in 
Aleppo, Syria, 
kills an estimated 
230,000 people

Burchardi flood, known as the 
second “Grote Mandrenke,” kills 
about 15,000 in North Friesland, 
Denmark, and Germany

An earthquake is reported to have killed 300,000 and 
destroyed half of Calcutta in India, now thought to 
have been an exaggerated account of a hurricane that 
claimed 3,000 of the city’s estimated 20,000 residents

First man-made object to escape the 
atmosphere (WAC Corporal) is fired 
from White Sands Missile Range, 
New Mexico, reaching 235,000 feet

The quake struck just 
11 days after another 

magnitude-6.9 tremor 
in a different part 
of the Philippines 
killed 75 people, 

compounding the 
region’s disaster 
response efforts

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

The Ukrainian Air 
Force reported the 

Russian barrage 
comprised a massive 

465 drones and 32 
missiles, though they 

managed to shoot 
down a high number: 

405 drones and 15 
missiles

KNOW WHAT

Employees at a shopping mall gather outside the building in Davao City

Ukrainian policemen stand in front of a damaged residential building

Maria Corina Machado

Tempers flare as US shutdown threatens troops’ pay
AFP | Washington

US senators began a long week-
end yesterday that guaran-

tees the government shutdown 
lasting at least 14 days, with both 
sides more entrenched than ever 
and the military facing an un-
precedented threat to its pay.

Republicans and Democrats 
have been getting into angry 
confrontations in the corri-
dors of Congress, with frus-
tration mounting as the crisis 
over funding the government 
hits public services harder each  
day.

Pressure is mounting on Re-
publican House Speaker Mike 
Johnson to bring the shuttered 
lower chamber of Congress back 
in session to hold an emergency 
vote on at least providing mili-
tary pay.

But the Republican leader is 

sticking to his guns, telling re-
porters Thursday that he was 
“committed to keeping the House 
out of session as long as it takes 
to pressure Senate Democrats.”

With the Senate out until Tues-
day next week, there’s little hope 
for federal workers left wonder-
ing when their pay will be unfro-
zen. Now, 1.3 million active-duty 

service military personnel are 
also set to miss their pay due 
next Wednesday -- something 
that has not happened in any of 
the funding shutdowns through 
modern history.

Republicans are blaming op-
position Democrats but cracks 
are beginning to emerge in the 
House leadership, with confer-
ence chair Elsie Stefanik calling 
for a vote on a bill to guarantee 
troops’ pay during the shutdown.

With a prolonged shutdown 
looking more likely each day, 
members of Congress have been 
looking to Republican President 
Donald Trump to step in and 
break the standoff.

Nonessential government 
work stopped after the Septem-
ber 30 funding deadline, with 
Senate Democrats repeatedly 
blocking a Republican resolution 
to reopen federal agencies.

US President Donald Trump delivers remarks during a visit to the USS Harry S. 
Truman during the US Navy’s 250th anniversary celebration


