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Allies refuse Japan’s offer 
to surrender on the condi-
tion that Emperor Hirohito 
retains his status

Formal peace treaty ends over 
seven years of fighting in Indochi-

na between the French and the 
Communist Viet Minh

Al-Qaeda is formed at a meet-
ing between Osama Bin Lad-
en, Ayman al-Zawahiri, and 
Dr. Fadl in Peshawar, Pakistan

NATO takes over command of the 
peacekeeping force in Afghanistan 
in its first major operation outside 

Europe in its 54-year history
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Terrible news about 
t h e  e a r t h q u a k e 

in western Colombia, 
which also affected 
neighboring Ecuador. As 
of now, at least 25 peo-
ple have been reported 
dead, and there are peo-
ple trapped under the 
rubble. Our condolences 
to the families of those 
who lost their lives and 
to everyone affected. 

@ZelenskyyUa

We have been able 
to identify $230 

billion of fraud...This ef-
fort will fundamentally 
always have a limitation, 
unless our colleagues in 
the House, and the Senate 
are working with us.

@VP

A remarkable come-
back! India’s Asiatic 

lion population is thriv-
ing, with its habitat and 
range expanding.

@PMOIndia

The Trump Administra-
tion is closely monitor-

ing the large earthquake 
that struck Colombia and 
stands ready to support the 
people of Colombia and 
President @ABDELAES -
PRIELLA’s Administration. 
American citizens in Co-
lombia should enroll at 
http://STEP.State.gov and 
follow @USEmbassyBogo-
ta’s social media accounts 
for the latest information.

@SecRubio

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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 Craig and Lindsay Fore-
man were arrested in Iran 

in January 2025 while 
travelling through the 

country on a round-the-
world motorcycle journey. 
They were later sentenced 

to 10 years in prison on 
espionage charges, which 

they deny.

KNOW WHAT

Meta releases new AI model 
as Zuckerberg lays out vision
AFp | Washington, United 
States

Meta chief executive 
M a r k  Z u c ke r b e rg 

called yesterday for lower 
barriers for open source AI, 
as his company introduced 
a new model that can run on 
a personal computer.

The launch comes amid 
debate in the United States 
on whether access to the 
technology should be more 
restricted, and on local push-
back against the buildout of 
data centers that power it.

This was accompanied by 
a long essay outlining Zuck-
erberg’s vision for artificial 
intelligence in which he 
stressed the need to remain 
competitive against coun-
tries like China, among other 
issues.

Competitors OpenAI and 
Anthropic largely focus on 
closed AI models.

Zuckerberg said in an In-
stagram video Monday that 
his company would open the 
weights for its latest AI mod-
el, enabling it to be down-
loaded by the public.

Weights refer to calcula-
tions or rules governing how 
an AI system behaves.

He said Meta would also 
release a new class of open 
source models, designed to 
run on a laptop.

“ R a t h e r   t h a n   c e n -
t r a l i z i n g   s u p e r i n t e l l i -
gence,  we  should  distrib-
ute  it widely and give every 
person the ability to direct 
it,” Zuckerberg said in his 
essay.

Amid growing public op-
position to data center devel-
opment in the United States, 
Zuckerberg added that Meta 
is launching a fund to di-
rectly support communities 
around its facilities.

A Meta spokesperson said 
the size of the fund, launched 
Monday, is $1 billion.

Meta has in recent months 
reaffirmed plans to keep 
spending heavily on the data 
centers and chips underpin-
ning its AI effort. It expects 
capital expenditures of up to 
$145 billion this year, nearly 
doubling the amount it spent 
in 2025.

China imposes levies on 
pecans from US, Mexico
AFP | Beijing, China

China announced steep 
levies on pecans import-

ed from the United States 
and Mexico yesterday after it 
found the products were be-
ing dumped on the Chinese 
market.

Beginning Tuesday, pecans 
from Mexican producers will 

face levies between 17.8 per-
cent and 51.6 percent while 
those from US companies face 
a blanket 54.3 percent rate, the 
Chinese commerce ministry 
said. The rates were issued 
after the ministry reached a 
"preliminary ruling" on its an-
ti-dumping investigation into 
imported pecans it initiated in 
September last year.

Oman moves to contain oil spill after tanker ran aground
AFP | Muscat, Oman

Oman yesterday said it was 
working to contain an oil 

spill off its southern coast after 
a tanker ran aground in June 
inside a protected marine area, 
triggering calls for action by 
environmentalists.

It follows an investigation 
by AFP that found the ship had 
been stranded for weeks near 
al-Qibliyyah island after it was 
rocked by explosions.

The Oman Environment Au-
thority on Monday said the on-
going spill had affected roughly 
390 square kilometres, accord-
ing to its most recent analysis.

The slick was concentrat-
ed around Oman’s Hallaniyat 
archipelago off the country’s 

southern coast, where a ma-
rine reserve was established 
last year to protect sensitive 

ecosystems home to diverse 
marine life, including rare sea 
turtles.

A slick that is consistent with an oil leak emanating from a ship, stranded for 
over a month near Qibliyyah island off Oman’s southern coast in the Arabian 
Sea.

US, South Korea to drill for 
new threats from North
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korean and US forces 
will  hold major joint drills 

next week simulating combat 
against North Korean troops 
battle-hardened by deploy-
ment in the Russia-Ukraine 
war, an exercise spokesman 
said yesterday. 

The “Ulchi Freedom Shield” 
exercise is a regular summer 
fixture for South Korea’s 
armed forces and their 
US allies, de-
signed to 

steel them for defence against 
the nuclear-armed North.

Pyongyang has always been 
angered by the drills, decrying 
them as dress rehearsals for an 
invasion.

This year’s 11-day exercise 
starting on August 17 will 
account for the changing 
“character of warfare”, said 
Colonel Ryan Donald, spokes-
man for the US and South 

Korean Combined Forces  
Command.

UK couple held in Iran 
end hunger strikes

• The couple have 
consistently complained 
about overcrowded and 
unsanitary conditions 
at Evin Prison

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A British couple detained in 
Iran accused of spying have 

ended their latest months-long 
hunger strikes protesting their 
treatment in prison, their fam-
ily said yesterday. 

Lindsay and Craig Foreman, 
both aged in their early 50s, 
were seized in January 2025 
as they passed through cen-
tral Iran while on a round-the-
world motorbike trip.

They were each sentenced in 
February this year to a decade 
in prison on espionage charges 
that they deny, with two years 
subsequently added to Craig 
Foreman’s term for talking to 
the media, his stepson said in 
July.

They launched their latest 
hunger strikes in May, protest-
ing the “serious physical toll” 
their detentions were taking, 
with Craig Foreman lasting 93 
days and his wife 84 days, ac-
cording to their relatives.

The couple have consistently 
complained about overcrowd-
ed and unsanitary conditions 
at Evin Prison, a large, heavily 
fortified complex in northern 
Tehran, which rights groups say 
holds political prisoners and 
foreign nationals.

“After almost three months 
of protest, Lindsay and Craig 
chose to end their hunger 
strikes,” the family said in a 

statement, noting the pair end-
ed the action by turning the 
final five days into a “fast for 
good”. It aimed to transform 
the protest “into something 
constructive and collective, 
drawing attention not only to 
their own detention but to the 
rights and humanity of others 
imprisoned in Iran”.

Nepal leader holding meetings with 
India, China
AFP | Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepal’s Prime Minister 
Balendra Shah is holding 

his first one-on-one meet-
ings yesterday with envoys 
from neighbouring giants 
China and India, his office  
said.

The rapper-turned-leader, 
36, better known as “Balen”, 
has kept low profile since tak-
ing power in March, largely 
avoiding hosting foreign en-
voys individually.

The landlocked Himalayan 
nation of 30 million people 
must ensure a delicate diplo-
matic balance between rivals 
New Delhi and Beijing.

Shah, speaking to AFP ahead 
of his election, said that he 

wanted to “maintain a natural 
relationship” with both na-
tions.

He has previously only 
met  foreign ambassadors in 
groups, while visits to China 
and India in June were made 
by Foreign Minister Shisir 
Khanal.

Shah’s office said he had met 
with India’s ambassador on 
Monday morning, and would 
meet China’s envoy later in 
the day.

“The two discussed various 
matters related to Nepal-India 
bilateral friendship, mutual in-
terests, development partner-
ship, and areas of cooperation,” 
his office said in a statement 
after meeting with India’s am-
bassador.

Lifelike doll mistaken for 
murder victim in Australia

AFP | Sydney

A lifelike doll was mistaken 
for a possible murder vic-

tim after it was found inside 
an abandoned suitcase in rural 
Australia, prompting police 
to launch a homicide investi-
gation.

Two men travelling through 
the Australian countryside 
on Sunday discovered the 
suitcase, which appeared to 
contain human remains. Po-
lice responded by deploy-
ing homicide detectives and 
forensic specialists to the  
scene.

However, forensic examina-
tions later revealed that the ap-
parent remains were actually a 
lifelike doll, dressed in clothes 

and complete with hair and 
a nose piercing, according to 
Australian public broadcaster 
ABC.

New South Wales Police Su-
perintendent Linda Bradbury 
said the doll was initially be-
lieved to be human because 
of its remarkably realistic ap-
pearance.

Adding to the confusion, po-
lice said the doll had markings 
resembling bruises and grazes, 
further suggesting that a per-
son may have been injured or 
killed.

The discovery triggered a 
full investigation before fo-
rensic testing established that 
there had been no murder.

Police said the investigation 
has now concluded.

Deadly Quake rocks 
Colombia, toll climbs

• The early-morning 
quake was also felt 
in Ecuador, Panama 
and Venezuela

• At least 69 people 
were killed in the city 
of Pereira alone

• Choco was at the 
epicenter of the quake

AFP | Bogote, Colombia

A magnitude 7.4 earthquake 
struck western Colombia 
yesterday, killing at least 

69 people, toppling dozens of 
buildings and reverberating in 
nearby countries too.

Emergency teams rushed to 
help victims and search for sur-
vivors under the rubble after the 
quake hit the coastal Choco re-
gion at 7:34 am local time.

The tremor, with an epicenter 
100 kilometers (60 miles) deep in 
the San Jose del Palmar munici-
pality, killed at least 40 people in 
the Risaralda region.

“The situation is critical,” 
Mayor Mauricio Salazar of the 
provincial capital Pereira told 
Caracol Radio.

Twenty-seven people were 
killed in the Valle del Cauca de-
partment, and two more died in 
the city of Manizales, in Colom-
bia’s coffee-growing region.

The quake caused a tower of 
Manizales’ beloved cathedral to 
fall over, an AFP journalist ob-
served.

“A great many buildings” in 
the city sustained damage, said 
administrator Jaime Zuluaga, 50. 
“Traffic is paralyzed and people 
don’t want to go back to their 
homes for fear of an aftershock.”

 Airports shut
Twenty buildings crumbled 

in Colombia’s third-largest city 
Cali, trapping people beneath 
the debris, Mayor Alejandro Eder 
said.

Choco’s governor warned of 
serious damage in the provin-
cial capital Quibdo, where videos 
showed more buildings reduced 
to rubbled. The death toll in the 

impoverished region remains 
unknown.

Ecuador, Panama and Vene-
zuela also felt the early-morning 
quake, which prompted building 
evacuations in Bogota.

Still wearing their pajamas, 
crowds of people rushed out into 
the street upon feeling the trem-
or, AFP reporters saw.

“The quake was very, very 
strong,” said content creator 
Valeria Polo, 29, in the capital, 
where only minimal damage was 
recorded. Six small airports in 
western Colombia suspended 
operations, the civil aeronautics 
agency said, and the soccer gov-
erning body postponed upcom-
ing football matches.

President Abelardo de la Es-
priella, who was just sworn in 

on Friday, said he was heading to 
Bogota to convene an emergency 
meeting.

“To the Colombians who 
a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  d i f f i -
cult times today, I want to 
say: You are not alone,” he  
added.

De la Espriella has pledged to 
build close ties with the United 
States and Israel, both of whom 
voiced support following the 
disaster. Washington is “closely 
monitoring the large earthquake 
that struck Colombia and stands 
ready to support the people of 
Colombia,” Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio wrote on X.

Israel offered its assistance, as 
did Mexican President Claudia 
Sheinbaum and Ecuador’s Daniel 
Noboa.

An elderly woman is carried on furniture near a collapsed building after an earthquake in Cali, Colombia

Lindsay and Craig Foreman

US left-wing star reveals decision to freeze her eggs
AFP | Wash-
ington, United 
States

Al e x a n -
d r i a  O c -

a s i o - C o r t e z , 
one of the most 

prominent fig-
ures on the US left 

and a potential presidential con-
tender, has revealed she is freez-
ing her eggs, saying she wants 
to speak openly about choices 
confronting women balancing 
careers and family.

The 36-year-old Democrat-
ic congresswoman from New 
York shared videos of the fertility 

treatment on social media over 
the weekend, including footage 
of herself administering hor-
mone injections. 

"This is a choice that I am 
making to feel more in control 
of my life," Ocasio-Cortez said, 
describing her ability to undergo 
the procedure as a "very privi-

leged position.
Hours later, Ocasio-Cortez 

said in a television interview that 
she had not ruled out running for 
the White House in 2028, while 
also leaving open the possibility 
of challenging Senate Democrat-
ic leader Chuck Schumer for his 
New York seat.

UK radio broke rules in announcing king’s death
• Radio Caroline, a 
former pirate radio that 
now mostly plays rock 
music, apologised in May 
after airing messages 
falsely announcing the 
monarch’s death.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A community radio station 
breached the rules after ac-

ci- dentally announcing the 
death of King Charles 

III in a May broadcast, 
a UK watchdog said 

on Monday.
Radio Car-

oline, a for-
m e r  p i r a t e 
r a d i o  t h a t 

now mostly plays rock music, 
apologised in May after airing 
messages falsely announcing the 
monarch’s death.

One of the messages had said 
“we have suspended our normal 
programmes until further notice 
as a mark of respect following 
the passing of His Majesty King 
Charles III”.

The national anthem was then 
played, followed by around 16 
minutes of silence before the 
regular programme resumed.

The presenter apologised 30 
minutes after the messages were 
initially triggered, Ofcom said.

Radio Caroline told Ofcom the 
error occurred when a mem-
ber of staff accessed sound files 
pre-recorded in the event of the 
monarch’s death while carrying 
out maintenance on the studio 
computer, as the programme 

was being streamed remotely.
The staff member played the 

files “out of curiosity”, which 
stopped the stream from the 
presenter’s remote location and 
broadcast the files on 
air.

T h e  p e r s o n 
then reportedly 
“panicked and 
left the prem-
ises” after real-
ising what had 
happened,  ac-
cording to the 
Ofcom state-
ment.

Radio Caroline said the remote 
presenter “would not realise that 
they had gone ‘off air’ unless they 
were monitoring their output via 
an internet monitor.”

The presenter, believing 
they were still on air, was 

not actively monitoring 
their phone and did not 
immediately respond 
to calls from people at 
the station who had 
noticed the error, the 

report said.
The station said the per-

son who played the files had 
been “reprimanded” and had 

“apologised”.
It added the pre-re-
corded files had 

now been removed 
from the studio 

computer.

Ocasio-
Cortez

Iran supreme leader names Guards 
general Abdollahi military chief
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iranian supreme leader Mo-
jtaba Khamenei named Rev-

olutionary Guards general Ali 
Abdollahi head of the coun-
try’s armed forces yesterday, 
while also confirming a new 
commander of the Guards, 
putting his imprimatur on the 
country’s military.

An statement on Khamenei’s 
website announced that “Ma-
jor General Ali Abdollahi has 
been appointed chief of staff 
of the armed forces. Brigadier 
General Ahmad Vahidi has also 
been appointed Command-
er-in-Chief of the Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps with 
the rank of major general.”

US had warmest month 
on record in July: agency
AFp | Washington, United 
States

July 2026 marked the warm-
est month on record for the 

contiguous United States,  the 
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration said 

yesterday.  The average tem-
perature for the month in the 
48 states excluding Alaska, Ha-
waii, and overseas territories 
was 76.9F (24.9C), making it 
the warmest July, as well as 
the warmest month, in the 132-
year record, the agency said.

Picture for representation only

France and Switzerland had 
record drought in July
AFP | Paris, France

Some 95 percent of main-
land France and 99 percent 

of Switzerland saw drought 
conditions in July, both re-
cords since the European 
Drought Observatory began 
collecting such data in 2012, 

according to an AFP analysis  
yesterday. 

Hungary, Slovenia and Aus-
tria also experienced record 
droughts for the month of 
July, an analysis of drought 
data released by the EU’s Co-
pernicus climate observatory  
showed.

Trump says will demand 
compensation from Iran
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
said Monday he would 

seek conflict compensation 
from Iran as part of any peace 
negotiations, citing attacks 
and atrocities stretching back 
decades allegedly backed or 
perpetrated by Tehran.

Iran is "asking for compen-
sation for the damage done 
to them during the last five 
month Military Conflict... I 
am likewise demanding com-
pensation from Iran, for all 
of the people that they have 
killed and gravely wounded 
with their roadside bombs 
and many conflicts," Trump 
posted.

His latest comments on 
Truth Social came a day after 
Trump said he was 
"low-keying" his ap-
proach to the con-
flict, suggesting that 
he was prepared to 
let economic pres-
sure mount in 
place of fur-
ther military 
strikes.

D i g i t a l 
media out-
let  Axios 
said that 
t h e  U S 
president 
did  not 
express 
a n y 
frustra-

tion with Iran's delaying an 
agreement to open the Strait 

of Hormuz in their inter-
view with him published 
Sunday.

In his post, Trump ref-
erenced the bombing of 
the USS Cole in 2000 and 

added that compensa-
tion should also "be 
paid to the families 
of the hundreds of 
thousands of inno-
cent protestors that 
Iran has killed over 
the last 50 years."

"I have instructed 
my representatives 
to put this firmly 
into any, and all, fu-
ture negotiations," 
he said.


