
Foreigners among 12 
dead in Spanish wildfires

Fast-moving wildfire traps residents and tourists as search teams battle flames in southern Spain

• Twenty-three people 
remain missing

• Victims trapped 
while fleeing

• Hundreds 
evacuated from area

• Fire scorches 
3,200 hectares

AFP | Madrid

A fast-moving wildfire that 
has killed at least 12 peo-
ple was tearing through 

a tourist area in southern Spain 
yesterday after trapping people 
in burning vehicles and as they 
tried to flee on foot.

The authorities said many 
of the victims were believed to 
be foreigners as the fire, which 
started on Thursday in an area of 
steep ravines, destroyed forests 
and swathes of scrubland in the 
Los Gallardos area of Andalusia.

The death toll from one of 
Spain’s deadliest wildfires rose 
by one to 12, said the head of the 
Andalusia regional government, 
Juan Manuel Moreno Bonilla.

He added that 23 people were 

missing, up from 19 previously.
DNA testing would be needed 

to identify the victims as they are 
“badly burnt and unrecognisa-
ble”, he added.

Spain has been sweltering in 
extreme heat, creating tinder-
box conditions favourable for the 
rapid spread of wildfires.

Scientists agree that climate 
change caused by humans burn-
ing fossil fuels is making ex-
treme weather events such as 
heatwaves more likely and more 

intense.
Fuelled by gusts of around 50 

kilometres (30 miles) per hour, 
the blaze moved at “an extraor-
dinary pace”, advancing 15 kilo-
metres in just two hours, Moreno 
said.

The authorities said residents 
of the whitewashed village of Be-
dar had been told to either take a 
recommended evacuation route, 
or stay in their homes given that 
the fire was so close.

The failure of some residents 

to follow these recommenda-
tions “may have led to the tragic 
loss of life in some cases”, More-
no said.

Located about 15 kilometres 
(nine miles) from Spain’s Med-
iterranean coast, Bedar is popu-
lar with those seeking a quieter 
alternative to the nearby beach 
resorts.

‘Extremely difficult’ to 
extinguish

Four of the victims are believed 

to be British nationals who were 
found burned to death inside a 
right-hand drive car, Moreno 
said.

Another seven people died 
while trying to escape on foot, 
Bedar mayor Angel Francisco 
Collado told reporters.

The 12th victim was a man who 
tried to flee by bicycle, according 
to Spanish media reports.

Officials said eight people had 
been injured, four seriously, and 
hundreds of residents had been 
evacuated.

Around 500 firefighters, 
backed by Spain’s Military Emer-
gency Unit, battled to contain 
the flames which officials said 
have so far ravaged some 3,200 
hectares of land.

Landslides kill 15 in Philippines as biggest 
typhoon in decades nears Taiwan

• Typhoon Bavi nears 
Taiwan and Japan

• Over 2,000 
evacuated in Taiwan

• Strong winds and 
heavy rain forecast

• Schools and flights 
cancelled in Taiwan

• Bavi to hit eastern 
China soon

AFP | Manila

Fifteen people were killed 
in landslides in the Philip-

pines, and more than 2,000 in 
Taiwan were evacuated from 
their homes, as the biggest ty-
phoon in decades neared the 
region yesterday.

Typhoon Bavi is expected to 
pound Taiwan’s north and east, 
as well as Japan’s remote south-
western islands, yesterday and 
Saturday before smashing into 
China, which has been hit by 
deadly storms this week.

Two landslides triggered by 
heavy rains driven by Bavi killed 
at least 15 people and left six 
others missing on the Philip-
pines’ southern island of Min-
danao, authorities said.

Locals in Taiwan’s port city 
of Keelung, which is expected 
to be one of the hardest hit ar-
eas on the island, stocked up 
on food, taped windows, and 
stacked sandbags along shop 
fronts, heeding warnings from 
authorities to take precautions.

“They’re saying it’s going to 

be huge; of course that’s scary, 
right?” Keelung grocery store 
owner Chang Shih-huo, 76, told 
AFP.

“We’ve stocked up on some 
instant noodles and bread and 
stuff like that. Once the wind 
and rain really start picking up, 
we’ll have to close the shop.”

After hitting Guam and the 
Northern Marianas on Monday 
as a super typhoon, Bavi was 
downgraded to a typhoon as it 
moved across the Pacific Ocean.

Bavi’s maximum sustained 

wind speeds slowed to 155 kilo-
metres (96 miles) per hour, with 
gusts of around 190 kilometres 
per hour, yesterday, the Central 
Weather Administration (CWA) 
said.

“The typhoon is likely to 
continue weakening because 
environmental conditions are 
not favourable,” CWA forecaster 
Wang Ping-hsiang said.

“The greatest impact is ex-
pected in Taipei, New Taipei, 
Keelung and Yilan, while the 
heaviest rainfall is forecast for 
mountainous areas in central 
and northern Taiwan.”

Bavi’s strong-wind radius of 
380 kilometres will make it the 
largest typhoon to hit Taiwan in 
more than 30 years. 

Many schools and businesses 

were shuttered yesterday across 
northern and eastern Taiwan, 
and hundreds of flights were 
cancelled.

In Keelung, locals flocked 
to a fresh food market to buy 
fruit and vegetables, street ven-
dors secured their stands, and a 
temple covered and tied down 
an outdoor statue ahead of the 
storm.

“What you’re seeing now 
is the most remarkable sight 
we haven’t seen in 10 years,” 
Keelung restaurant owner Pen-
ny Pan, 48, said as her husband 
placed sandbags at the entrance 
to their eatery.

“In the past we never used 
sandbags to prepare for ty-
phoons. But this time they’re 
forecasting Force 10 gusts, so the 
captains and fishermen have all 
been saying we need to be better 
prepared,” Pan said.

 ‘Strong winds and heavy rain’ 
Bavi is expected to dump up 

to nearly a metre of rain, raising 
concerns about potential flood-
ing and landslides. 

People were ordered to stay 
away from the shore as the ty-
phoon whipped up to nine metre 
(30 foot) waves. 

Syria says IS behind Damascus 
blasts, finds explosives cache

Raids uncover explosives cache following blasts near French president’s Damascus hotel

• IS-linked cell captured

• Further plots 
allegedly prevented

AFP | Damascus

Syrian authorities yesterday 
said they uncovered an ex-
plosives cache after hav-

ing captured an IS-linked cell 
responsible for two bomb blasts 
during French President Emma-
nuel Macron’s visit to Damascus 
earlier this week.

The attacks, which occurred 
near the hotel where Macron 
spent the night, cast a shadow 
over the first trip by a Europe-
an Union head of state since 
Bashar al-Assad was toppled in 
late 2024, as President Ahmed al-
Sharaa tries to rebuild the coun-
try’s image after more than a dec-
ade of conflict.

Syria’s Interior Minister Anas 
Khattab said that “the cell re-
sponsible for the terrorist bomb-
ings that targeted Damascus two 
days ago is now in our custody”.

Ahmad Dalati, head of interior 
security for the Damascus region, 
said on Syrian state television 
that preliminary investigations 
indicated “the cell was affiliat-
ed with the IS (Islamic State) 
group”.

Yesterday, the interior ministry 

said that “intensive investiga-
tions with members of the ter-
rorist cell” allowed authorities to 
find “a secret cache the cell had 
designated for storing explosives 
in preparation for a series of ter-
rorist attacks”.

The ministry had said the night 
prior in a statement that the cell 
had been captured following a 
series of raids “carried out at the 
same time against the suspects’ 
different locations across Damas-

cus and its countryside”.
The statement said the raids 

occurred in four neighbour-
hoods, with the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights monitor 
saying dozens were arrested in 
the working-class Ish al-Warwar 
suburb.

An Alawite-majority neigh-
bourhood before the 2024 fall of 
longtime ruler Bashar al-Assad, 
who belongs to the minority re-
ligious community, the area was 

targeted with raids and arrests 
after Islamist authorities took 
power, causing many to leave.

An Ish al-Warwar resident who 
requested anonymity told AFP the 
Thursday arrests did not, to their 
knowledge, target any Alawites.

Two blasts hit central Damas-
cus on Tuesday, killing one per-
son and wounding dozens during 
the French president’s first visit 
to Syria.

The explosives had been plant-

ed near the Four Seasons Hotel, 
with Syria’s interior ministry say-
ing one was placed in a rubbish 
container and the other in a ve-
hicle near the hotel in the heart 
of the capital.

The blasts came after Macron’s 
departure from the building, and 
moments before Syrian state me-
dia announced his arrival at the 
presidential palace to meet his 
Syrian counterpart Ahmed al-
Sharaa.

In a joint news conference af-
ter the blast, Macron said we 
must “not let ourselves be dest-
abilised” by such attacks, and 
reiterated Paris’s support for the 
country.

Sharaa praised Macron’s “cour-
age” for pressing ahead with his 
visit despite the bombings.

Bayeux Tapestry arrives in London 
after epic journey from France
AFP | London

The medieval Bayeux Tapes-
try arrived in London in the 

early hours of yesterday after a 
hugely complicated journey to 
leave France for the first time 
in more than 900 years for an 
exhibition in the British capital.

AFP journalists at the British 
Museum saw a metal case hold-
ing the 11th-century work being 
unloaded from a truck which 
carried it across the Channel 

in a hushed-up, high-security 
operation.

“It’s a unique moment and 
it’s the product of so much hard 
work,” museum director Nich-
olas Cullinan told AFP after the 
tapestry arrived around 3:00 
am (0200 GMT). It left its home 
in northern France on Thurs-
day night.

“It’s been very special to have 
witnessed the arrival of the Ba-
yeux Tapestry, and especially 
for it to be back on these shores 
for the first time in probably a 
thousand years,” added Cull-
inan.

While its exact origins are 
shrouded in mystery, the tap-

estry depicting the 1066 Battle 
of Hastings and start of the in-
vasion by William the Conquer-
or’s Norman army is widely 
thought to have been made in 
England before being trans-
ferred to Bayeux.

It is believed to be the first 
time the fragile, 68-metre (224-
foot) embroidered tapestry has 
left France since then, and the 
first time it has been moved in 
over 40 years.

It will be displayed at the 
British Museum from Septem-
ber 10 to July 11, 2027, with 
100,000 tickets already sold 
to the public for the first four 
months of the exhibition.
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The fragile, 
68-metre (224-foot) 

embroidered tapestry 
depicting the 1066 
Battle of Hastings 

arrived in London for 
the first time in over 
900 years, with the 
British government 

providing £800 million 
(over $1 billion) 
insurance cover

KNOW WHAT

French President 
Emmanuel Macron 
kept the timing of 

his Syria visit secret 
until his plane landed, 

citing security 
concerns
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Australia and India are 
kicking goals and hit-

ting sixes. We’re taking 
the Big Bash to India for 
the first time ever, and 
helping grow AFL across 
our region. Two great 
sporting nations, building 
something bigger together 
@narendramodi

@AlboMP

2030 is four school 
years away. That gives 

us a small window, but 
also a clear opportunity, 
to shape the final stretch. 
#TransformingEducation 
Summit +4 must be a turn-
ing point on the road to 
2030, putting education 
back at the centre of the 
global agenda, where it 
belongs.

@AminaJMohammed

We must take back the 
House or we will 

lose this republic.
@GavinNewsom

We mourn all the vic-
tims of the devas-

tating fires in Andalucía. 
My thoughts are with 
their families, the affected 
communities and the first 
responders on the ground. 
Todo nuestro apoyo a Es-
paña en este difícil mo-
mento.

@hadjalahbib

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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The wildfire advanced 
15 kilometres in just two 
hours, an exceptionally 

rapid spread driven 
by strong winds and 

extreme heat

KNOW WHAT

North Korea 
vows boost 
to nuclear 
buildup, military 
intelligence
AFP | Seoul

North Korea  wil l 
strengthen its nu-

clear force “both in 
quality and quantity” 
and expand the role of 
its military intelligence 
agency focused on South 
Korea, state media said 
yesterday.

Pyongyang is under 
widespread sanctions 
over its nuclear pro-
gramme, and the two Ko-
reas remain technically 
at war as their 1950-53 
conflict ended without a 
peace treaty.

Death toll from 
Venezuela’s 
twin quakes 
rises to 3,889
AFP | Caracas

The death toll from the 
powerful twin tremors 

that struck Venezuela two 
weeks ago has risen to at 
least 3,889, a government 
report stated.

Nearly 17,000 people 
were injured in the 7.2 and 
7.5 magnitude earthquakes 
on June 24, while almost 
18,000 more lost their 
homes.

The death toll rose from 
3,811 to 3,889 on Thursday, 
according to a report from 
National Assembly chief 
Jorge Rodriguez posted on 
Telegram.

Interim leader Delcy Rod-
riguez on Wednesday called 
for the release of Venezue-
lan funds frozen abroad to 
help the country cope with 
the disaster.

Intense sand 
and dust storms 
struck China, 
US in 2025: UN
AFP | Geneva

China and the southern 
United States were hit 

last year by some of the 
worst sand and dust storms 
in decades, the United Na-
tions said yesterday.

The UN’s weather and 
climate agency said these 
episodes affected public 
health and the environment, 
and disrupted transport and 
economic activity.

In its 10th annual Air-
borne Dust Bulletin, the 
World Meteorological Or-
ganisation said that globally, 
overall average dust con-
centrations last year were 
similar to 2024 -- though 
with big regional variations.

“Every year, around 2,000 
million tonnes of dust enters 
the atmosphere, and can be 
transported for hundreds of 
kilometres and even thou-
sands of kilometres, across 
continents and oceans,” the 
WMO said.
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Chinese fleet commander Zheng He sets 
sail to the Spice Islands on his first major 
expedition, leading 208 vessels, including 
62 treasure ships with 27,800 sailors

Pope Clement VII 
excommunicates 
England’s King 
Henry VIII

English poet John Keats writes “In 
the Cottage Where Burns is Born,” 
“Lines Written in the Highlands,” 
and “Gadfly”

More than 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men 
and boys are massacred by Bosnian Serbs 
after they overrun the UN “safe haven” of 
Srebrenica on directive of Radovan Karadžić

firefighters working on a wildfire that killed 11 near Bedar, in Los Gallardos district, in Almeria Province

Syria’s Interior Minister Anas Khattab (C) inspects an area near the Four Seasons Hotel following two blasts in Damascus

Workers unload a specially designed crate (R) carrying the Bayeux Tapestry at 
the British Museum in central London

Strong waves break along the coast in Yilan as Typhoon Bavi moves toward 
Northeastern Taiwan

380km
is Typhoon Bavi’s strong-

wind radius, making it 
the largest typhoon to hit 
Taiwan in more than 30 

years

Murder, terror charges 
for suspects in Trump 
cage fight attack plot

AFP | Washington

Eight men accused in an 
alleged plot to attack a 

White House mixed martial 
arts fight hosted by President 
Donald Trump in June have 
been indicted on murder and 
terrorism conspiracy charges, 
the Department of Justice said.

The suspects, ranging in age 
from 19 to 32, were accused 
of planning to used armed 
drones to attack the event on 
the White House South Lawn, 
with snipers firing on “high 
value targets” in the chaos, 

prosecutors have said.
Law enforcement officials 

said they foiled the plot in the 
lead-up to the June 14 “UFC 
Freedom 250” event, which 
coincided with Trump’s 80th 
birthday and ultimately took 
place without incident.

It attracted 4,000 fans to 
the fight in a temporary arena 
called “The Claw” that tow-
ered over the White House.

The eight alleged plotters 
were charged Thursday in a 
two-count federal indictment 
in Columbus, Ohio, the Justice 
Department said.

A view during the UFC Freedom 250 on the South Lawn of the White House


