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Kiwis shock India 
New Zealand stunned 
India to reach their second 
successive World Cup 
final as they survived 
Ravindra Jadeja’s late 
heroics to clinch a thrilling 
18-run win at Old Trafford 
yesterday. 
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Death sentence for Sudanese murderer 

Camila Cabello goes blonde in latest track ‘Find U Again’ 14 CELEBS
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French push to save deal 
France dispatches envoy to Iran as US calls Tehran breaches ‘nuclear extortion’ 

• Despite the criticism, 
Iran has welcomed 
France’s efforts to 
salvage the nuclear deal.

• Tehran says it has 
lost patience with 
perceived inaction by 
European countries.

Paris 

French President Emma-
nuel Macron’s top diplo-
matic advisor yesterday 

held high-level talks in Tehran 
aimed at saving the 2015 nuclear 
deal and easing tensions between 
Iran and the United States, which 
called Iranian breaches “nuclear 
extortion”.

The decision to send one of 
Paris’ top diplomats to the Is-
lamic republic comes as tensions 
continue to rise between Iran and 
the United States over Washing-
ton’s withdrawal from the nucle-
ar deal, crippling sanctions on 
the Iranian economy and Teh-
ran’s subsequent reduction of its 

commitments as outlined by the 
agreement.

E m m a n u e l  B o n n e  m e t 
Rear-Admiral Ali Shamkhani, 
the secretary of Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council, and 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif and his deputy Abbas 
Araghchi.

Mr Bonne’s mission is “to try 
and open the discussion space to 
avoid an uncontrolled escalation, 
or even an accident”, according 
to French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian.

The United States instead 
urged world powers party to the 
nuclear deal with Iran not to give 
in to its demands by providing 
new economic incentives to get 
it to backstep its recent escalation 
of its atomic program.

Jackie Wolcott, the US ambas-
sador to international organisa-
tions in Vienna, told a gathering 
of the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency Wednesday that Iran’s 
recent moves to enrich uranium 
beyond the deal’s limits amount-
ed to “nuclear extortion”.

She said Iran’s “misbehaviour” 
should “not be rewarded”. Ms 
Wolcott reiterated that Washing-
ton believes the deal was ineffec-

tive, but remains “open to nego-
tiation without preconditions”.

Tehran says it has lost patience 
with perceived inaction by Euro-
pean countries more than a year 
after President Donald Trump 
unilaterally pulled the United 
States out of the agreement.

“Negotiations are never pos-
sible under pressure,” Mr Zarif 

said before the meeting with Mr 
Bonne, in reference to US sanc-
tions against Iran.

Pointing to the US withdrawal 
from the JCPOA, he added that 
the Europeans “must solve that 
problem.”

Despite the criticism, Iran has 
welcomed France’s efforts to sal-
vage the nuclear deal.

Iran’s state news agency IRNA 
reported that Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Abbas Mousavi “wel-
comed France’s role in reducing 
tension and implementing the 
accord”.

“The French are part of efforts 
... to keep the nuclear deal alive,” 
Mr Mousavi was quoted as saying 
during the visit by Emmanuel 
Bonne, Macron’s top diplomatic 
adviser.

But Iran threatened on Mon-
day to restart deactivated centri-
fuges and ramp up enrichment 
of uranium to 20 per cent purity 
in a move away from the nuclear 
accord.

Its moves have been rebuked in 
capitals across Europe. The three 
European signatories of the deal, 
Britain, France and Germany, 
have all called on Iran to reverse 
its breaches of the deal.

France’s top diplomat Emmanuel Bonne shakes hands with Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in Tehran. 

Iran’s recent moves 
to enrich uranium 

beyond the deal’s limits 
amounted to nuclear 

extortion. 
MS WOLCOTT 

Yemen aid discussed 
Geneva 

Ambassadors of Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 

Emirates, Egypt and Yemen 
to the United Nations and 
other international organi-
sations held a meeting yes-
terday in Geneva with the 
President of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) Peter Maurer. 

During the meeting, they 
discussed the humanitarian 
efforts and relief work in 
Yemen and raised the vio-
lations being committed by 
the Houthi terrorist militias 
against the Yemeni people.

According to the Office 
for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, the 
“severity of needs is deep-
ening”, with the number of 
people in acute need, a stag-
gering 27 per cent higher 
than last year, when it was 
already the most acute crisis 
on the globe.

A recent report on Yemen 
shows that 14.3 million peo-
ple are classified as being in 
acute need, with around 3.2 
million requiring treatment 
for acute malnutrition.


