
03
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025

Doomed by drugs
Life sentence upheld for father who tied up and killed son with knife

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Life in prison for an Asian 
father who tied up and 
slit his son’s throat at 

their home in Bahrain, claiming 
drug abuse had driven him to it.

The Higher Criminal Court of 
Appeal upheld the life sentence 
handed down by the First High 
Criminal Court.

The knife used in the killing 
was confiscated, and the de-
fendant will be deported after 
serving his time.

The 63-year-old was found 
guilty of killing his 34-year-old 
son on 14 October 2024.

Knife
Prosecutors said the man 

bound his son’s hands and feet 
using two pieces of cloth, then 
cut his throat with a knife.

The wound was deep enough 
to reach the spine.

A forensic doctor also found 
marks on the wrists and lower 
arms, suggesting restraint.

Questioning
The father admitted the kill-

ing during questioning. He said 
he had lost control after repeat-
ed arguments and blamed his 
son’s behaviour on drug use.

He later re-enacted the crime 
for investigators.

Three men who lived in the 
same building gave consistent 
accounts.

One said the father had told 
him his son had a drug problem 
and had been placed in hospi-
tal for treatment in their home 
country.

Condition
Once his condition improved, 

the father brought him to Bah-
rain to live and work with him.

But the son began to argue, 
shout abuse and, at times, hit 
him.

On the day of the incident, 
the witness said he heard a loud 
row and left the house to have 
breakfast.

When he returned, he found 
the father seated on the stairs 
with blood on his clothes.

Statements
When asked what had hap-

pened, the father said he had 
killed his son. Two others gave 
similar statements.

A cold store worker told the 
court he had seen the father 
and son about two weeks before 
the killing.

The son had been shouting 
without cause and grabbing at 
his father’s clothing.

On the morning of the crime, 
the father phoned him twice. 

First he asked for the police 
contact number.

Then he called again to ask 
that the address be passed on.

Home
He later came to the shop and 

provided the police with direc-
tions to his home. When asked 
why, he said he had hit his son.

When police arrived, they 

found the son dead.

A police major who attended 
the scene said the father was 
waiting outside the house in tra-
ditional Asian clothing stained 
with blood. 

Inside, his son was lying on 
the floor with a knife nearby and 
a deep gash to the neck.

The father confessed to the 
killing and said he had grown 
tired of the problems caused by 
his son.

Journey
Investigators found that the 

father had attempted to send 
him back to their home country 
but the journey was cancelled 
after the son caused a scene at 
the airport.

On the day of the murder, an-
other argument broke out.

The father tied him up, cut 
his throat and remained at the 
house until officers arrived.

A post-mortem report con-
firmed the neck wound had 
been caused by a sharp blade 
used more than once.

Spinal column
The cut reached the spinal 

column.
I n j u r i e s  o n  t h e  w r i s t s 

matched the knife and were 
consistent with being bound 
with soft restraints. 

The father later walked inves-
tigators through how he carried 
out the act.
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Court annuls car deal 
over altered chassis
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Tampering with a car’s 
chassis number has cost a 

Bahraini seller BD14,625 after a 
court annulled the deal, ruling 
the buyer could not register 
the vehicle in his Gulf country 
due to the altered markings.

The High Civil Court found 
that the vehicle’s identification 
had been interfered with, pre-
venting its registration abroad 
and rendering it useless for 
road use.

The judge ordered the sell-
er to return the full amount 
paid and to cover the cost of 
an expert’s report, along with 
legal fees.

Bank transfer
The buyer had paid BD14,625 

by bank transfer after agree-
ing the price with the seller. 
The vehicle was then shipped 
overseas. There, it failed in-
spection.

The anti-counterfeiting divi-
sion examined the chassis and 
spotted signs that the number 
had been tampered with.

The traffic directorate re-
fused to process registration.

Knowledge
The buyer, who had no 

knowledge of any tampering, 
hired a technical expert.

On inspecting the car, the 
expert noted welding, sand-
ing, and fresh paint around the 
area where the chassis number 
had been stamped.

He concluded that the car 
carried a concealed fault: a 
forged number that made the 

vehicle unfit for legal use.
Lawyer Sara Ali, acting for 

the buyer, told the court that 
her client was misled and that 
the car’s condition amounted 
to a breach of contract.

Contract
She relied on Article 141(a) 

of the Civil Code, which allows 
one side to cancel a contract if 
the other fails to do their part.

She also cited Article 415, 
which makes a seller liable for 
faults that reduce an item’s use 
or worth, even if they were 
unaware of the defect, and 
Article 425, which gives the 
buyer the right to cancel the 
sale or demand payment if the 
item doesn’t match what was 
promised.

The court said the buyer 
could no longer make use of 
the car as intended and that 
the tampering destroyed the 
purpose of the sale.

Inspection report
The inspection report from 

the Gulf state’s crime unit and 
the expert’s findings were 
enough to show the vehicle 
had been altered.

The judge ordered the buyer 
to return the car. The seller 
must repay the BD14,625 and 
cover BD250 in expert costs.

Both sides were told to pay 
their share of court fees.

Bahrain Aligns Planning With Ocean Goals
• Urban planning 
tied to oceans

• Climate focus 
beyond coastline

• Agriculture 
policy in spotlight

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Manama

Bahrain is looking to embed 
global ocean sustainability goals 
into its city planning and ag-
ricultural strategies, following 
high-level meetings held during 
the United Nations Ocean Con-
ference in Nice, France.

His Excellency Wael bin 
Nasser Al Mubarak, Minister 
of Municipalities Affairs and 
Agriculture, said the Kingdom’s 
domestic planning priorities 
are increasingly aligned with 
international environmental 
goals, particularly on climate 
resilience, marine ecosystem 
protection, and sustainable ur-
ban growth.

He was speaking after meeting 
Audrey Azoulay, Director-Gen-
eral of UNESCO, on the sidelines 
of the global summit.

The meeting also included 
Hamad Yaqoob Al Mahmeed, 
Director General of the Prime 
Minister’s Office, and Bahrain’s 
Ambassador to France, Essam 
Abdulaziz Al Jassim.

H.E. Minister Al Mubarak 

praised the growing cooperation 
between Bahrain and UNESCO, 
calling the partnership essential 
to Bahrain’s efforts to meet the 
UN’s Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).
H.E. highlighted initiatives 

spanning both environmental 
conservation and infrastructure 
development, noting that nat-

ural resource protection now 
plays a key role in local policy-
making.

H.E. also commended UN-
ESCO’s  Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission for 
enabling international knowl-
edge-sharing on ocean protec-
tion.

H.E. the minister said the 
Third UN Ocean Conference of-
fered new momentum to rethink 
planning frameworks - from 
coastal management to inland 
water efficiency - ensuring long-
term sustainability for future 
generations.

Bahrain’s presence at the fo-
rum, H.E. noted, reflects a stra-
tegic shift: integrating marine 
protection with everyday gov-
ernance.

More details on Bahrain’s 
commitments and future UNES-
CO collaborations are expected 
to be announced in follow-up 
meetings later this year.

H.E. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak with Audrey Azoulay, along with Hamad Yaqoob Al Mahmeed and H.E. Ambassador Essam 
Abdulaziz Al Jassim

Court to rule on phone call scam
TDT | Manama

A man lost BD365 after en-
tering his bank details into 

a fake link and handing over a 
one-time code to a caller posing 
as a BENEFIT employee.

The High Criminal Court 
will give its ruling on 17 June in 
the case of a 24-year-old Asian 
defendant accused of helping 
to carry out the fraud in May  
2021.

The Public Prosecution 
said the man, along with an 
unknown accomplice, used a 
forged link and a phone call to 
gain access to the victim’s card 

details and verification code.
The money was withdrawn 

from an ATM shortly after.
According to the victim’s ac-

count, he received a message 
claiming to be from BENEFIT, 
asking him to update his app 
details.

He clicked the link and en-
tered his bank card number and 
mobile number.

A short while later, he got a 
call from a man who said he 
worked for the company and 
asked for the one-time pass-
word to complete the update. 
He gave it to him.

Soon after, BD365 vanished 

from his account. He reported 
the matter to the police.

An officer told the court that 
the defendant was identified 
as the one who withdrew the 
money.

Further checks showed he 
was part of a group that opened 
bank accounts in Bahrain and 
moved the stolen funds abroad.

He had been sentenced in 
a similar case before and de-
ported.

Prosecutors accused him of 
unlawfully gaining access to the 
man’s banking platform using 
the stolen code and helping to 
carry out the transfer.

Survivors of tragic Saar accident show signs of recovery
TDT | Manama

The family of the victims in 
the recent fatal traffic ac-

cident in Saar has shared an 
update on the condition of the 
surviving children, as Bahrain 
continues to mourn the devas-
tating tragedy.

Aya, one of the children se-
verely injured in the collision 
that claimed the lives of her 
parents, has been discharged 
from hospital after undergoing 
intensive treatment.

According to the family, doc-
tors successfully inserted metal 
supports in her legs to address 
critical injuries sustained in the 

accident.
Her gradual recovery marks a 

hopeful milestone after a pain-
ful medical journey.

Siblings Aya, Youssef, and Abdulaziz


